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Putting the above S‘L_Tlns together we have the rec;lv;%f;i a%g,ini:hzﬁi:f:eﬁgr:h ifgrgfﬁ aiﬁ:}: Or THE CHARACTER OF THE STREET-STALLS, ;Eoit‘atoed can!bagd ﬂle7 meat-pie stand, I have
i epate resulf:— ? ] ' elore describe . 27.

%11":1111(31%; %f%:rlgy in green fruit . .£333,420 { we have before seen comes to as much ¥ Tnr stalls occupied by costermongers for the | The other me,arfs adopted by the street-sellers

’ Ezpended yearly in dry fruit . . . 1,000 £1,460,850, we have for the alimual ncomeof W gle of fish, fruit, vegetables, &e., are chiefly | for the exhibifion of their various goods at
E xﬁen ded yearly in vegetables. . . 992,000 | the London costermongers no less a sum thay ® constructed of a double cross-trestle or moveable | certain pitches” or fixed localities are as -

£2,087,270. 81 frame, or else of two frestles, each with three | follows. Straw bonnets, boys' caps, women’s

Gross sum taken annually by the fi  legs, upon which is laid a long deal board, or tray. caps, and prints, are generally arranged for sale

London costermongers for fruit £626,420 & Son;eof the stalls consist merely of a few bogrds in large umbrellas, placed” “ upside down.”

and vegetables. . . . . . . Bl 1esting upon two baskets, or upon two herring- Haberdashery, with rolls of ribbons, edgings,

B barrels. The fish-stalls are mostly covered with | and lace, some street-sellers display on a stall ;

S . @  paper—generally old newspapers or periodicals— | whilst others have a board
but some of th.e street-fjlshmongers, instead of | pavement, and expose theira:vzlrl:s eﬁgsnogtﬂig
OF THE STATIONARY STREET.SELLERS OF FISH, FRUIT, using paper to display th_elrﬁsl_l upon, have intro- | tastefully as they can. Old shoes, patched up
T B duced a thin marble slab, which gives the stall | and well blacked, ready for the purchaser’s feet
AND VEGETABLES. : ;1) t;lean?‘l‘, and, ;V}giit’fhey consider a high attri- | and tinware, are often ranged upon the ground, or,
itostalls s and in Bethud ute, a “respectable” appearance. ] where the stock is small, a stall or table is used.
; , s ets, or trays, eithe rted 1 i
Taus far we have dealt orly with the itinerant | the fish, and but 3 of the fruit a:Ttalls. II} som'.: % apples and chestnuts; this generally consists ng'_ or on their am{ o els: fl?epy? gieii&x;})th:&r iauidti
dealers in fish, fruit, or vegetables; but there are | places, the npmlgersfwer_e féqll ) ttljlr Ig_afy 5‘3’- g2 an old saucepan with a fire inside; and the | their loins, or suspended round thfir necks
still a large class of street-sellers, who obtain a | as 1m the Mmones,dor HtJIS 3;10% L e h;g-;gan g7 voman who vends them, huddled up in her old | These are mostly fruit-women, watercress, black-
living by the sale of the same articles at some the New-road, Gog ge{]s eeli ode.n h{I " B faded shawl or cloak, often presents a picturesque | ing, congreves, sheep’s~trotte,rs and han,:L-sand-
fixed Jocality in the public thoroughfares; and Road, and the Cam derfve C—roa ; \?2 eﬁslllﬂ % 2ppearance, in the early evening, or in a fog, | wich sellers. ’
as these difter from the others in certain points, Smithfield were 9, anll mt a]CEW-GIIESihi . enuq g vith the gleam of the fire lighting up her half Many stationary street-sellers stand on or near
they demand a short special notice here. Iirst, stalls, and no fruit-sta ska ¢ Touthee] " Bg somnolent figure. Within the last two or three | the bridges ; others near the steam-packet wharfs
¢ as fo the number of stalls in the streets of Lon- | meration the street-markets o tE_a leréeife’ e years, however, there has been so large a business | or the railvay terminuses; a great number of
don, I caused personal observations to be | the New Cut, the Brill, &e., arefnoh nclu o B cartied on in roasted chestnuts, that it has | them take their piteh at the enirance to a court
made; and in a walk of 46 miles, 632 stalls| The result of this s_urv;iy 0 :;he P%‘fﬁ;f B2 become a distinct street-trade, and the vendors | or at the corners of streets; and stall-kee u:r:
were counted, which is at the rate of very TLondon thoroughfares is 1i' at 111) e d?li e B have provided themselves with an iron apparatus, | with oysters stand opposite the doors of ub]iic
nearly 14 fo the mile. This, too, was in bad | (viz., from Brompton, along hlcga sé’rci . large enough to roast nearly half a bushel at a | houses, ' P B
weather,—was not on a Saturday night,—and | Strand, Fleet-street, and so vid t txfri omm o g7 Gme. At the present time, however, the larger | It is customary for a street-seller who wants
at a season when the fruit-sellers all declare | road to l_?alackwa]l), there are] ce h;sre (thny 8§  rpanatus is less common in the streets, and | to “ pitch” in a new loeality to solicit the leav
that “ fhings is dlﬂl'”NThi rcf)‘utes {:raken}1 Jﬁ .stag)s ::ymﬁt(l):lg gr;f:t Ecg;z‘?; et ;tz‘:gg alt:) A b %{I}lrti frequent in the shops, than in the previous | of the housekeeper, opposite whose premises hg
this inguiry were : — No. 1, from Vauxhall {1s ) 12 o, ; [ T desires to pl i . i
to Hat&,lﬁfgarden; No. 2, from Baker-street | New-road, to the Hackney-roadzﬁ. Eh:s 11:;:]5; There are, moreover, peculiar kinds of stalls— | no other cclijuisc: igliesctzgsarysu()h feave obtained,
to Bermondsey; No. 3, from Blackwall to | route, however, has more than one-thir o s (& suh as the hot eels .and hot peas-soup stalls, .
Brompton ; No. 4, from the Hackney-road | stalls as route No. 2, and thatNagain mHence B ha"mg_hn oval pots, with a small chafing-dish Or Frorr-srais Keeeens.
to the Edgeware-road. I give the results. ] g;;};ﬁsﬂ‘:ﬁa??ﬁbgorf figzltsente(g e thorooek [ ;‘;1;;&11]1]1:% ids charcoa.lhﬁre uﬁtlierneath each, to | I maAD the following statement from a woman
F. FR. v. M. . ! B els or soup hot. e early breakfas “Lk 7] '
No.1. . 9 28 5 7 49 fare, the greater the ql_lantlt% of ;trizt-gct;nt:ineﬂ stall has two capacio?ls tin cans ﬁlled{vith tea o: ﬁgfﬁf a];?:e? \s:ha}cl:h ;ﬁegﬁ]‘?ggneéo?;e?l’?
: n 2. 3(7) 12?», 3‘%‘ ij ;132; wig?hh; ﬂlll:{;}:li]; ;fﬁcm;ﬂdisshgct zf :‘Se metropeli, [ ;gg‘e:a nliizpzr}?il:ib{tﬂée means before described, | for 38 years. I was referred to her asy a curious
E-'% ” 2 75 52 23 15 165 are estimated by the authorities at 2,000 (m: Oﬂ-lamps; the %Iia;orilg ;)fyé]‘zgeoztgllf e, lalt'%e type ?-f thde class of stall-keep e‘r‘s,.and on iy
P -y Tading the eity), and assuming that therearets M @5 S, i the | visif, found her daughter at the *pitch.”” This
& e g ty), , are sheltered from the wind by a | daughter had all the eloquence which is attrac-

) four stalls to the mile througho! 868 o gl
211 283 62 76 632 an average only four stalls nd total of 8,000 fh, i Tﬁt?laltlagzde°om of an old clothes horse covered | tive in a street-seller, and so, I found, had her

F. denotes fish.stalls; Fr. fruit-stalls; V.| London, we have thus a gra arpaulin, - The cough-drop stand, with its | mother when she joined us. They are profuse

) - : her stalls disperi BEE i : -

LI vegetable-stalls ; M. miscellaneous; and T. ﬁ"Ut’UWgEtEll’le’ a.’id] other = thztiullln}g “Pparatus, the tin worm curling nearly | in blessings; and on a bystander observing
P presents the total: thronghout the capita.. g Q8 ol length of the tray, has but lately b !
hiEn . : : ing the character of the stallsal i* B introq, .0 ¥s ut lately been | when he heard the name of these street-sellers,
(]2 The miscellaneous stalls include peas-soup, trCc;ncem];n% the following observations have IS target aiet]; The nut-stall is fitted up with a | that a jockey of that name had won the Derby
| I Pllgkled' whellas,. S‘Eﬁetmesﬂf;dstoy(s)’f ttli;l;: aéfé %egs -Irl?;ée ?—SfAt the New-out there were, = R myp Se:nb?gk cl)f;t' The ginger-beer stand | lately, the daughter exclaimed,  To be sure he
3 ; er-varm, - fJewg fcl).j?r.)e the most numerous; | fore the removals, between the hours of ﬁlgh: ®  Trench-polisheq : ho St every street, with its | did; he’s my own uncle’s relation, and what a
toy-stalls we;:]f ount. ° o e iie | and ten on o Saturday evening, Tanged oz B gl ems andIPta ogany frame and bright | lot of money came into the family! Bless God-

Sl‘feetllglleats' e ;lfﬁl ; 2-]::;{?11‘!111‘181'0113, the kerb-stone on the north side of the Y% B of water, to (;leansl ilfOOt..bath-shaped reservoir | for all things, and bless every body! Walnuts,

' eSe er-;_v :}Ille - aulsts“:flrdicate curiousl e;lough beginning at Broad-wall to Marsh-gate \? " B e stand, with it:b \ I;;J;Iasses. The hot elder | sir, walnuts, 2 penny a dozen! Wouldn’t give

the Oc?zroacte: ;t?sthe iocality, Thus zn Fleet. | tance of nearly half-a-mile), a dense g;n :f;'f g ropular, Tight brass urns, is equally y}?;;l a fbad one for the world, which is a great

. ) - - . €51 e . i E ET)

. NPT __at 77 of which were vegetd B The ] . thing for a poor oman for to offer to do.”* The

ﬁ?:ngﬁéief %re aidmm%icg%aﬂlizt fsr’ul]tlf salljéfc;i:ez{) _frzjt,725oﬁsh, 22 hoots a{ﬂd S}?"tesée}f §= as .ce’"es‘g:tgeﬂgnz;%i%dl;rg’ 6 ca_}:e, a penny | daughter was dressed ina drab great-coat, which

stalls, and mo ’ fish-stalls — these streets not | eatables, consisting of cakes and Plelsb d(:ealt - B Jovellery, chin §1-A10ps, pin-cushions, | covered her whole person. When I saw the

: chimney ornaments, t d tabl h i imi
‘ ! : L s elkes B oo » tea and table- | mother, she carried a similar great-coat, as she
haing, Tasorted to by fhe poor, fo whom fruit | baked potatoes, and boile il fove B i 0]5113 € use of a table covered over, some | was on her way to the stall; and she used it as

X : : tificia
i t ssity. In the | nighteaps, lace, ladies’ collars, ar x BB newspa . : > . ; Je
ISstrznc{u\J::g ,1;'b]lf:r|1fiit:s}:zltnczl1 "neﬁ(;?l-slglls ; and in silk antli) s,traw ,bonnets; 10 in t]nwari;l-;suc w B 'Ponwhich al'ep eﬁ;?s’ecf I;hzirpzlliziilg:‘ fgi‘l-sc%om, ?fles dt(i] thEII;i mfﬁs,l bur):imgdhelr B e
- ! . . «~0OV H P : ) aie. ? 1-

Drury-lane were 8 stalls of fish to 6 of fruit. | saucepans, tea-kettles, anlgl Dugcl;ntzl‘ bm’shfs’ P8 uch is the usual character of the street- | to 1§£%w6; sd esacrr : (éi(:) I(;ugomolsi: %t};ffeie%f:g’
On the other hand, there were in I.{at%iﬁ'e'hlgh- FIOCkﬁlréyandf las};si)izsl% ifl();:;)er books, SF B peeliay ¢ o xe2 HOWever, ““stands” or “ cans” | flung on with a p}i)tchfork. These two women
way, 38 fish and 23 fruit-stalls; in Rosemary- |in po and Yaboits, <2 o dries, e T  Certain branches of the street-trade. t first very ici

lane, 13 fish and 8 fruit-stalls; in Shoreditch, | and almanacs ; and about 60 m stum E "timportant of fhese, such as the haked. ‘;nge o uiaﬁ.fi?di?‘fﬁ?"ﬁﬁée?f dincczllﬂugsg;ti.r?s
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them ; but after a little while, the mother be-
came not only comminicative, but garrulous,
conversing—with no small impatience at any
interruption—of the deings of the people in her
neighbourhood. I was accompanied by an in-
telligent costermonger, who assured me of his
certitude that the old womar’s statement was
perfectly correct, and I found moreover from
other inquiries that it was so.

“ Well, sir,”” she began, *what is it that you
want of me ? Do I owe you anything? There’s
half-pay officers about here for no good ; what is
ityouwant? Hold your tongue, you young fool,”
(to her daughter, who was beginning to speak ;)
‘*“what do you know about it?”’ [On my satis.
fying her that I had no desire to injure her, she
continued, to say after spitting, a common prac-
tice with her class, on a piece of money, ‘ for
luck,'’] * Certainly, sir, that’s very proper and
good, Aye, I’ve seen the world —the town
world and the country. I don’t know where I
was born ; never mind about that—it’s nothing
to nobody. I don’t know nothing about my
father and mother; but I know that afore I
was eléven I went through the country with
my missis. She was a smuggler., I didn’t
know then what smuggling was-~bless you, sir,
I didn’t; I knew no more nor I know who
made that lamp-post. I didn’t know the
taste of the stuff we smuggled for two years—
didn’t know it from small beer; I've known
it well enough since, God knows. My missis
made a deal of money that time at Dept-
ford Dockyard. The men wasn’t paid and let
out till twelve of a -night—1I hardly mind what
night it was, days was so alike then—and they
was our customers fill one, two, or three in
the morning—Sunday morning, for anything I
know. I don’t know what my missis gained;
something jolly, there’s not a fear of it. She
was kind enough to me. I don’t know how long
I was with missis. After that I was a hopping,
and made my 13s. regular at it, and a haymak-
ing ; but I"'ve had a pitch at my corner for thirty-
eight year—aye ! turned thirty-eight. It's no
use asking me what I made at first—I can’t tell;
but I'm sure I made more than twice as much
as my daughter and me makes now, the two of us.
I wish people that thinks we're idle now were
with me for a day. I'd teach them. I don’t—
that’s the two of us don’t—make 15s. a week now,
nor the half of it, when all’s paid. D—d if I do.
The d—d boys take care of that.” [Here I
had a statement of the boys’ tradings, similar to
what I have given.] ¢ There’s ‘ Canterbury’ has
lots of boys, and they bother me. I can tell,
and always could, how it is with working men.
When mechanies is in good work, their children
has halfpennies to spend with me. If they're
hard up, there's no halfpennies. The pennies
go to a loaf or to buy a candle. I might have
eaved money once, buthad a misfortunate family.
My husband? O, never mind about him. D—n
nim.  T’ve been a widow many years. My son
—it’s nothing how many children I have—is
married ; he had the care of an ingine. But

he lost it from ill health. " It was in a feather
house, and the flue got down his throat, ap
coughed him; and so he went into the country,
108 miles off, to his wife’s mother. But ki
wife’s mother got her living by wooding, ang
other ways, and couldn’t help him or his wife,
so he left, and he’s with me now., He hasa job
sometimes with a greengrocer. at 6d. a day and
a bit of grub; a little bit—very. I must shelter
him. I couldn’t turn him out. Xf a Twk]
knew was in distress, and I had only half a loaf,
T'd give him half of that, if he was ever such
a Turk—T would, sir! *Out of 6d. a day, mysm
—poor fellow, he’s only twenty-seven !—swants
a bit of ’baccy and a pint of beer. It 'ud be
unnatural to oppose that, wouldn't it, sir? He
frets about his wife, that's staying with her
mother, 108 miles off; and about his little girl;
but I tel! him fo wait, and he may have more
little girls. God knows, they come when they're
not wanted a bit. I joke and say all myold
sweethearts is dying away. Old Jemmy went of
sudden. He lent me money sometimes, but
I always paid him. He had a public once, and
had some money when he died. I saw him the
day afore he died. He was in bed, but wasm't
his own man quite; though he spoke sensible
enough to me. He said, said he, * Won't you
have half a quartern of rum, as we've often had
1t?’ ¢ Certamnly, Jemmy,’ says I, I came for
that very thing.’ Poor fellow! his friends are
quarrelling now about what he left. It's d6l
they say, and they'll go to Jaw very likely, and
lose every thing. There’ll be no such quarrel-
ling when I die, unless it is for the pawn-tickets
I got a meal now, and got a meal afore; butit
was a’better meal then, sir. Then look at my
expenses. I was a customer once. I used 10
buy, and plenty such did, blue cloth aprons,
opposite Drury-lane theatre: the very shop's
there still, but I don’t know what it is now;
I can't call to mind. I gave 2s. 6d. a yad,
from twenty to thirty years ago, for an apo,
and it took two yards, and I paid 4d. for making
it, and so an apron cost 5s. 4d.—that wam'
much thought of in those times, I used to b
different off then, I never go to church; Iusd
to go when I was a little child at Sevenozks
I suppose I was born somewhere thereabouts
I've forgot what the inside of a church is like
There’s no costermongers ever go to chureh
except the rogues of them, that wants to appedI
good. I buy my fruit at Covent-garden. Apple
is now 4s. 6d. a bushel there. I may make twi®
that in selling them; but a bushel may Jast me
two, three, or four days.” i

As I have already, under the street-sale ¢
fish, given an account of the oyster stall-keepth
as well as the stationary dealers in sprats, and the
principal varieties of wet fish, there is no nec&
sity for me to continue this part of my subject

the

We have now, in a measure, finished Withthat

metropolitan costermongers. We have sceft WS
the street-sellers of fish, fruit, and vegetd
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constitute a large proportion of the London po-
alation ; the men, women, and cI}lldren num-
bering at the least 30,000, and taking as much
35 2,000,0001. per annum. :W(.Z have seen, more-
over, that these are the principal purveyors of
food to the poor, and that comsequently they
are as important a body of people as they are
pumerous. Of all classes they should be the
most honest, since the poor, least of all, can
afford to be cheated ; and yet it has been shown
that the consciences of the London costermon-
gets, generally speaking, are as little developed
as their intellects ; indeed, the moral and reli-
gious state of these men is a foul disgrace tous,
laughing to scorn our zeal for the “ propagation
of the gospel in foreign parts,” and making our
many societies for the civilization of savages

‘on ‘the other side of the globe appear like a

*delusion, a mockery, and a snare,”” when we
have so many people sunk in the lowest depths
of barbarism round about our very homes. It
is well to have Bishops of New Zealand when
we have Christianized all our own heathen ; but
with 30,000 individuals, in merely one of our
cities, utterly creedless, mindless, and principle-
less, surely it would look more like earnestness
on our parts if we created Bishops of the New-
Cut, and sent “right reverend fathers” to watch
over the “ cure of souls” in the Broadway and
the Brill, If our sense of duty will notrouseus
to do this, at least our regard for our own inte-
tests should teach us, that it is not safe to allow
this vast dungheap of ignorance and vice to
seethe and fester, breeding a social pestilence in
the very heart of our land, That the coster-
mongers belong essentially to the dangerous
classes none can doubt; and those who know a
coster’s harred of a * crusher,” will not hesitate
to believe that they are, as they themselves con-
fess, one and all ready, upon the least disturb-

ance, to seize and disable their policeman.

It would be a marvel indeed if it were other-
wise. Denied the right of getting a living by
the street authorities, after having, perhaps, been
supplied with the means of so doing by the
parish authorities—the stock which the one had
provided seized and confiscated by the other—

1aw seems to them a mere farce, or at best, but

the exercise of an arbitrary and despotic power,
aganst which they consider themselves justi-
ed, whenever an opportunity presents itself, of

using the same physical force as it brings to
‘ear against them. That they are ignorant and
‘Icious as they are, surely is not their fault. If
“e were all born with learning and virtue, then
::lcl)lsgtht we, with some show of justice, blame the
thaten}lon,c:x;ers for their want of _both ; but seeing
- te}: en the most mo_ral and intelligent of us
Wit ¢ greater part, if not the whole, of our
- om and goodness to the tuition of others,
cong;ust ot 1n the arrogance of our self-conceit
Ourselnrnt these men because they are not like
o 3 Ebl, when it is evident that we should have

b as they are, had not some one done for us
esﬁtwe refuse to do for them. We leave them

ute of all perception of beauty, and there-

fore without any means of pleasure but through
their appetites, and then we are surprized-to
find their evenings are passed either in brutal-
izing themselves with beer, or in gloating
over the mimic sensuality of the *‘ penny. gaff.
Without the leastintellectual culture is it likely,
moreover, that they shonld have that perception
of antecedents and consequents which enables us
to see in the shadows of the past the types of
the future—or that power of projecting the
mind into the space, as it were, of time, which

we in Saxon-English call fore-sight, and in

Anglo-Latin pro-vidence—a power so godlike
that the latter term is often used by us to ex-
press the Godhead itself? Is it possible, then,
that men who are as much creatures of the
present as -the beasts of the field—instinctless
animals—should have the least faculty of pre-
vision ? or rather is it not natural that, following
the most precarious of all oceupations—ons in
which the subsistence depends upon the weather
of this the most variable climate of any—they
should fail to make the affluence of the fine
days mitigate the starvation of the rainy ones?
or that their appetites, made doubly eager by
the privations suffered in their adversity, should
be indulged in all kinds of excess in their
prosperity—their lives being thus, asit were,
a series of alternations between starvation and
surfeit ? :

The fate of children brought up amid the
influence of such scenes—with parents starving
one week and drunk all the next—turned loose
into the streets as soon as they are old enough
to run alone—sent out to sell in public-houses
almost before they know how to put two half-
pence together—their tastes trained to libidinism
long befure puberty at the penny concert, and
their passions inflamed with the unrestrained
intercourse of the twopenny hops—the fate of
the young, I say, abandoned to the blight of such
associations as these, cannot well be otherwise
than it is, If the child be father to the man,
assuredly it does not require a great effort of
imagination to conceive the manhood that such
a childhood must necessarily engender.

Some months back Mr. Mayhew, with a view
to mitigate what appeared to him to be the
chief evils of a street-seller’s life, founded * The
Friendly Association of London Costermongers,”
the objects of which were as follows:

1. .To establish a Benefit and Provident Fund
for insuring to each Member a small weekly
allowance in Sickness or Old Age, as well as
a certain sum to his family at his death, so

that the Costermongers, when incapacitated

from labour, may not be forced to seek paro-
chial reli¢f, nor, at their decease, be left to be
buried by the parish.

2, To institute a Penny Savings’ Bank and
‘Winter Fund, where the smallest deposits will
be received and bear interest, so that the Cos-
termongers may be encouraged to lay Ly even
the most trivial sums, not only as a provision
for future comfort, but as the means of assisting
their poorer brethren with future loans,
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3, To form a Small Loan Fund for supply-
ing the more needy Costermongers with Stock-
Money, &c., at a fair and legitimate interest,
instead of the exorbitant rates that are now
charged. . :

4. To promote the use of full weights and
measures by every Member of the Association,
as well as a rigid inspection of the scales, &c.,
of all other Costermongers, -so that the honestly
disposed Street-sellers may be protected, and
the public secured against imposition.

5. To protect the Costermongers from inter-
{erence when lawfully pursuing their calling,
by placing it in their power to employ counsel
to defend them, if unjustly prosecuted.

6. To provide harmless, if mnot rational,
amusements at the same cheap rate as the
pernicious eniertainments now resorted to by
the Street-sellers.

7. To adopt means for the pratuitous educa-
tion of the children of the Costermongers, in
the day time, and the men and women them-
selves in the evening.

This institution remains at present compara-
tively in abeyance, from the want of funds to
complete the preliminary arrangements. Those,
however, who may feel inclined to contribute
towards its establishment, will please to pay
their subscriptions into Messrs, Twinings’ Bank,
Strand, to the account of Thomas Hughes, Esq.
(of 63, Upper Berkeley-street, Portman-square),

who has kindly consented to act as Treasurer to’

the Assoclation.

Or A PuBLIic MEETING OF STREET-SELLERS.

THE Association above described arose out of
a meeting of costermongers and other street-
folk, which was held, at my instance, on the
evening of the 12th of June last, in the National
Hall, Holborn. The meeting was announced as
one of * street-sellers, street-performers, and
street-labourers,” but the costermongers were
the great majority present. The admission was
by ticket, and the tickets, which were of course
gratuitous, were distributed by men familiar with
all the classes invited to attend. These men
found the tickets received by some of the street-
people with great distrust; others could not be
made to understand why any one should trou-
ble himself on their behoof; others again, cheer-
fully promised their attendance. Some accused
the ticket distributors with having been bribed
by the Government or the police, though for
what purpose was not stated. Some 2bused them
heartily, and some offered to treat them. At
least 1,000 persons were present at the meeting,
of whom 731 presented their tickets; the others,
were admitted, because they were known to the
door-keepers, and had either lost their tickets or
had not the opportunity to obtain them. The
persons to whom cards of admission were given
were invited to write their names and ecallings
on the backs, and the cards so received gave
the following result. Costermongers, 256 ; fish-
sellers, 28 ; hucksters, 23; lot-sellers, 18 ; street-
labourers, 16; paper-sellers and workers, 13;

toy-sellers, 11; ginger-beer-sellers, 9; hardware,
sellers, 9; general-dealers, 7 ; street-inusicians
5 ; street-performers, 5 ;" cakes and pastry-sellers'
fried-fish-vendors, and tinkers, each, 4 ; turfovey,
dors, street-exhibitors, strolling-players, cat's.
meat-men, water-cress-sellers, stay-lace, apg
cotton-sellers, each, 3; board-carriers, fujt.
sellers, street-tradesmen, hawkers, street-preen.
grocers, shell-fish-vendors, poulterers, mugd.
larks, wire-workers, ballad-singers, crock-men,
and booksellers, each, 2; the cards also gave
one each of the following avocations:—-ﬂy-cage.
makers, fly-paper-sellers, grinders, tripe-sellers,
pattern-printers, blind-paper-cutters, lace-collar-
sellers, bird-sellers, bird-trainers, pen-sellers,
lucifer-merchants, watck-sellers, decorators, and
play-bill-sellers, 260 cards were given in
without being indorsed with any name or
calling.

My object in calling this meeting was to
ascertain fromthe men themselves what were the
grievances to which they considered themselves
subjected; what were the peculiarities and what
the privations of a street-life. Cat-calls, and
every description of discordant sound, prevailed,
before the commencement of the proceedings,
but there was also perfect good-humour. Al
though it had been announced that all the
speakers were to address the meeting from the
platform, yet thronghout the evening some man
or other would occasionally essay to speak from
the body of the hall. Some of those present
expressed misgivings that the meeting was got
up by the Government, or by Sir R. Peel, and
that policemen, in disguise, were in attendance.
The majority showed an ignorance of the usnal
forms observed at public meetings, though some
manifested a thorough understanding of them.
Nor was there much delicacy observed —but,
perhaps, about as much as in some assem-
blages of a different character—in clamouring
down any prosy speaker. Many present were
without coats (for it was a warm evening)
some were without waistcoats, many were in
tatters, hats and caps were in infinite varietics
of shape and shade, while a few were well and
even genteelly dressed. The well dressed street-
sellers were nearly all young men, and one o
these wore moustachios. After I had explained,
amidst frequent questions and interruptions, the
purpose for which I had summoned the meet
ing, and had assured the assembly that, to the
best of my knowledge, no policemen were pré-
sent, I invited free discussion.

It was arranged that some one person s_honlﬂ
address the meeting as the representative of
each particular occupation. An elderly maf
of small stature and lively intelligent features
stood up to speak on behalf of the paper
workers,” ¢ flying-stationers,” and standing-
patterers.”” He said, that ¢ for twenty-four year
he had been a penny-showman, a stregt-seﬂﬁr
and a patterer.”” He dwelt upon the different®
of a street-life when he was young and &
the present time, the difference being bet“'f!l?;1
meals and no meals; and complained that thoug!

to any trade, he came to London to try his luck.

LGNDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOL.

10%

1e had been well educated, had friends in a
respectable way of life, and had never been
acoused of any dishonesty, such was the moral
prand,” of having been connected with a “street
life, that it was never got rid of. He more
than once alluded to this * moral brand.”
The question was, he concluded, in what way
were they to obtain an honest livelihood, so
ar to keep their wives and children decently,
without being buffeted about like wild beasts
in the open streets? This address was charac-
terised by propriety in the delivery, and by the
absence of any grammatical inaccuraey, or vul-
garity of tone or expression.

A costermonger, a quiet-looking man, tidily
clad, said he was the son of a country auctioneer,
now dead; and not having been brought up

His means were done before he could obtain em-
ployment; and he was in a state of starvation.
At last he was obliged to apply to the parish.
Ths guardians took him into the workhouse,
ari offered to pass him home: but as he could
d» no good there, he refused to go. Whereupon,
giving him a pound of bread, he was turned
into the streets, and had nowhere to lay his head.
In wandering down the New-cut a costermon-
ger questioned him, and then took him inte his
house and fed him This man kept him for a
year and a half; he showed him how to get a
living in the street trade ; and when he left, gave
him 20s, to start with, With this sum he got
a good living directly ; and he could do so now,
were it not for the police, whose conduct, ke
slated, was sometimes very tyrannical. He had
- been dragged to the station-house, for standing
to serve customers, though he obstructed nobody;
the policeman, however, called it an obstruction,
and he (the speaker) was fined 2s. 6d.; where-
upon, because he had not the half-crown, his
barrow and all it contained were taken from him,
and hehad heard nothing of them since. This
almost broke him down. There was no redress
for these things, and he thought they ought to
be looked into. .

This man spoke with considerable energy; and
whez he had concluded, many costermongers
shouted, at the top of their voices, that they
:::il:il.d_substanﬁate every word of what he had
B A young man, of superior appearance, said

& was the son of a gentleman who had held a
Commission as Lieutenant in the 20th Foot, and
ia;s Captain in the 84th Infantry, .and afterwards
ecame Sub-d_u-ector of the Bute Docks; inwhich
Situation he died, leaving no property. He (the
:rpe(iaker) was a classical scholar; but having no

ade, he was compelled, after his father’s death,
b come to London in search of employment,

mente & that his pen and his school acquire-
he w “é‘;lﬂd secure it, But in this expectation
he was sappointed,—though for a short period
doe ufns Carning two guineas a week in copying
time ents for the House of Commons. That

Yas past; and he was a street-patterer

1o e .
W throagh sheer necessity. IHe could say

from experience that the earnings of that class
were no more than from 8s. to 10s. a week. H=2
then declaimed at some length against the inter-
ference of the police with the patterers, con-
sidering it harsh and unnecessary.

After some noisy and not very relevant dis-
cussion concerning the trire amount of a street-
patterer’s earnings, a clergyman of the Esta- -
blished Church, now selling stenographic cards
in the street, addressed the meeting. e ob-
served, that in every promiscuous assembly
there would always be somebody who might be
called unfortunate. Of this number he was one;
for when, upon the &6th September, 1831, he
preached a funeral sermon before a fashionable
congregation, upon Mr. Huskisson’s death by a
railway accident, he little thought he should
ever be bound over in his own recognizances in
102 for obstructing the metropolitan thorough-
fares. He was a native of Hackney, but in early
life he went to Scotland, and upon the 24th June,
1832, he obtained the presentation to a small
extra-parochial chapel in that country, upon the
presentation of the Rev. Dr. Bell. His people
embraced Irvingism, and he was obliged to
leave; and in January, 1837, he came to the
metropolis. His history since that period he
need not state. His occupation was well known,
and he could confirm what had been stated with
regard to.the police. The Police Act provided,
that all persons selling goods in the streets were
to keep five feet off the pavement, the street not
being a market. He had always kept with his
wares and his cards beyond the prohibited dis-
tance of five feet; and for six years and a half
he had sold his cards without molesting or being
molested. After some severe observations upon
the police, he narrated several events in his
personal history to account for his present con- -
dition, which he attribufed to misfortune and
the injustice of society. In the course of these
explanations he gave an illustration of his
classical acquirements, in having detected a
_grammatical error in a Latin inseription upon
the plate of a foundation-stone for a new church
in Westminster, He wrote to the incumbent,
pointing out the error, and the incumbent asked
‘the beadle who he was. “ Oh,” said the beadle,
“he is a fellow who gets his living in the
streets.”” This was enough. He got no answer
to his letter, though he knew the incumbent and
his four curates, and had attended his church
for seven years. After dwelling on the suffer-
ings of those whose living was gained in the
streets, he said, that if persons wished really
to know anything of the character or habits of
life of the very poor, of whom he was one, the
knowledge could only be had from a personal
survey of their condition in their own homes.
He ended, by expressing his hope that by better
treatment, and an earnest attention—moral,
social, and religions—to their condition, the poor
of the streets might be gathered to the church,
and to God. ‘

A “wandering musiciar’ in a Highland
garb, worn and dirty, complained at some
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length of the way in which he was treated by
the police.

A hale-looking man, a costermonger, of middle
age—who said he had a wife and four children
dependent upon him—then spoke. It was a
positive fact, he said, notwithstanding their
poverty, their hardships, and even their degra-
dation in the eyes of some, that the first mar-

- kets in London were mainly supported by

costermongers. What would the Duke of
Bedford’s market in Covent-garden be with-

out them? This
applause,

Several other persons followed with stag.
ments of a similar character, which wep
listened to with interest ; but from' their genera]
sameness it is not necessary to repeat thep
here. After occupying nearly four hours, the
proceedings were brought to a close by a vote
of thanks, and the * street-sellers, performers
and lgbourers,” separated in a most orderlf
manner.

question  elicited Tend

OF THE STREET-IRISH.

THE Irish street-sellers are both a numerous
and pecnliar class of people. It therefore be-
hoves me, for the due completeness of this work,
to say a few words upon their numbers, earn-
ings, condifion, and mode of life.

The number of Irish street-sellers in the metro-
polis has increased greatly of late years. One
gentleman, who had every means of being well-
informed, considered that it was not too much
to conclude, that, within these five years, the
numbers of the poor Irish people who gain a
scanty mainfenance, or what is rather a substi-
tute for a maintenance, by trading, or begging,
or by carrying on the two avocations simulta~
neously in the streets of London, had been
doubled in number. '

I found among the English costermongers 2
general dislike of the Irish. In faet, next to
a policeman, 2 genuine London costermonger
hates an Irishman, considering him an intruder.
‘Whether there be any traditional or hereditary
ill-feeling between them, originating from a
clannish feeling, I cannot ascertain. The coster-
mongers whom I questioned had no, know-
Jedge of the feelings or prejudices of their pre-
decessors, but I am inclined to believe that the
prejudice is modern,and has originated in the
great influx of Irishmen and women, intermix-
iug, more especially during the last five years,
with the costermonger’s business. An Irish
costermonger, however, is no novelty in the
streets of London. “ From the mention of
the costardmonger,” says Mr. Charles Knight,
**in the old dramatists, he appears to have been
frequently an Irishman.” '

Jrish deal in such trifles as lucifer-matches,
water.cresses, &c.

I am informed that the great mass of these
people have been connected, in some capacityor
other, with the culture of the land in Ireland
The mechanies who have sought the metropolis
from the sister kingdom have become mixed with
their respective handierafts in England, some of
the Irish—though only a few—taking rank with
the English skilled labourers. The greater
part of the Irish artizans who have arrived
within the last five years are to be found among
the most degraded of the tailors and shoemakers
who work at the East-end for the slop-masters,

A large class of the Irish who were agricul-
tural labourers in their country are to be found
among the men working for bricklayers, as well
as among the dock-labourers and excavators, &:.
Wood chopping is an oceupation greatly resorted
to by the Irish in London. Many of the Irish,
however, who are not regularly employed in
their respective callings, resort to the streets
when they cannot obtain work otherwise.

The Irish women and girls who sell fruif,
&c., in the streets, depend almost entirely
on that mode of traffic for their subsistence.
They are a class not sufficiently taught to avail
themselves of the ordinary resources of women
in the humbler walk of life. Unskilled at their
needles, working for slop employers, even at
the commonest shirt-making, is impossible to
them. Their ignorance of household work,
moreover (for such deseription of work is un-
known in their wretched cabins in many partsof

Of the Irish street-sellers, at present, it is
compu_ted that there are, including men, women,
and children, upwards of 10,000. Assuming the
street-sellers attending the London fish and
green markets to be, with their families, 30,000
In number, and 7 in every 20 of these to be
Irish, we shall have rather more than the total
above given. Of this large body three-fourths
sell only fruit, and more especially nuts and
oranges ; indeed, the orange-season is called the
“ I.nshm;m’_s barvest.”” The others deal in fish,
fruit, and vegetables, but these are principally

Ireland), incapacitates them in a great measure
for such employments as “charing,” washing,
and ironing, as well as from regular domestic em-
ployment, Thus there seems to remain to them
but one thing to do—as, indeed, was said to me by
one of themselves—viz., “ to scll for a ha'pinny
the three apples which cost a farruthing.”

Very few of these women (nor, indeed, of the
men, though rather more of them than the w0-
men) can read, and they are mostly ail Wretcl_leq])'
poor ; but the women present two characterisi®s
which distinguish them from the London coster-
women generally—they are chaste, and, unlike

men. Some of the most wretched of the street-

the *“coster girls,”” very seldom form any cou

;
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pection without the sanction of the marriage
ceremnony. They are, moreover, attentlvg to reli-
jous observances. o

The majority of the Irish sireet-sellers of both
seves beg, and often very eloquently, as they
carry on their trade ; and I was further assured,
that, but for this begging, some of them might
starve outright. . -

The greater proportion of the Irish street-
cellers are from Leinster and Munster, and a
considerable number come from Connaught.

Or ™iE CAUSES WHICH HAVE MADE THE
IrisE TURN COSTERMONGERS.

NoTWITHSTANDING the prejudices of the Eng-
lish costers, I am of opinion that the Irishmen
and women who have become costermongers,
belong to a better class than the Irish labourers.
The Irishman may readily adapt himself, in a
strange place, to labour, though not to trade;
but these costers are—or the majority at least
are—poor persevering traders enough.

The most intelligent and prosperous of the
street-Irish are those who have * risen *’—for so
I heard it expressed—*into regular costers.”
The untaught Irishmen’s capabilities, as I have
before remarked, with all his powers of speech
and quickness of apprehension, are far less fitted
for “buying in the cheapest market and selling
in the dearest’” than for mere physical em-
ployment. Hence those who take to street-
trading for a living seldom prosper in it, and
three-fourths of the street-Irish confine their
dealings to such articles as are easy of sale, like
apples, nuts, or oranges, for they are rarely
masters of purchasing to advantage, and seem to
know little about tale or measure, beyond the
most familiar quantities. Compared with an
acute costermonger, the mere apple-seller is but
as the labourer to the artizan. |

One of the principal causes why the Irish
costermongers have increased so extensively of
late years, is to be found in the fact that the
labouring classes, (and of them chiefly the class
employed in the culture of land,) have been
driven over from * the sister Isle’”” more thickly
for the last four or five years than formerly.
Several circumstances have conspired to effect
this.—First, they were driven over by the famine,
when they could not procure, or began to fear
that soon they could not procure, food to eat.
Secondly, they were forced to take refuge in
this country by the evictions, when their- land-
101'"15 had left them no roof to shelter them in
their own. (The shifts, the devices, the plans,
t which numbers of these poor creatures had
Tecourse, to raise the means of quitting Ireland
for England—or for anywhere—will present a
very remarkable chapter at some future period.)

h"'d]}'a though the better class of small

armers who have emigrated from Ireland, in
opes of “ bettering themselves,” have mostly

f:ﬁ'ghﬁ the shores of North America, still some
Setfled ave reached this country have at last
oo 1lnto street-sellers, And, fourthly, many
1ave come . over here only for the

harvest have been either induced or compelled
to stay. : ‘

Another main cause is, that the Irish, as
labourers, can seldom obtain work all the year
through, and thus the ranks of the Irish street-
sellers are recrnited every winter by the slack-
ness of certain periodic trades in which they
are largely employed—such as hodmen, dock-
work, excavating, and the like. - They are,
therefore, driven by want of employment to the
winter sale of oranges and nuts, These cir-
cumstances have a doubly malefic effect, as
the increase of costers acerues in the winter
months, and there are consequently the most
sellers when there are the fewest buyers.

Moreover, the cessation of work in the con-
struction of railways, compared with the abund-
ance of employment which attracted so many
to this country during the railway mania,
has been another fertile cause of there being so
many Irish in the London streets.

The prevalence of Irish women and children
among street-sellers is easily accounted for—
they are, as I said before, unable to do anything
else to eke out the means of their husbands
or parents. ‘A needle is as useless in their
fingers as a pen. ‘

Bitterly as many of these people suffer in
this country, grievous and often eloquent as are
their statements, I met with none who did not
manifest repugnance at the suggestion of a
return to Ireland. If asked why they objected
to return, the response was usually in the form of
a question; * Shure thin, sir, and what good
could I do there?’ Neither can I say that I
heard any of these people express any love for
their country, though they often spoke with
great affection of their friends. :

"From an Irish costermonger, a middle-aged
man, with a physiognomy best known as *“ Irish,”
and dressed in corduroy trousers, with a loose
great-coat, far too big for him, buttoned about
him, I had the following statement :

T had a bit o’ land, yer honor, in County
Limerick. Well, it wasn’t just a farrum, nor
what ye would call a garden here, but my father
lived and died on it—glory be to God!—and
brought up me and my sister on it. It was
about an acre, and the taties was well known
to be good. But the sore times came, and the
taties was afflicted, and the wife and me—1X
have no childer—hadn’t a bite nor a sup, but
wather to live on, and an igg or two. I filt the
famine a-comin’, I saw people a-feedin’ on the
wild green things, and as I had not such a bad
take, I got Mr. (he was the head master’s
agent) to give me 28s. for possission in quiet-
ness, and I sould some pounlthry I had—their
iggs was a blessin’ to keep the life in us—I
sould them in Limerick for 3s. 3d.—the poor
things—four of them. The furnithur’ I souldto
the nabors, for somehow abont 6s. Itsthe thruth
I'm ay-tellin’ of you, sir, and there’s 2s. owin’
of it still, and will be a perpitual loss. The wife
and me walked to Dublin, though we had betther
have gone by (ke ‘long say,” but I didn't under-
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