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woman enough, I have heard her ery ¢ mack'rel,
Jive mack’rel, eight a shilling, mack’rel !”” and at
other times, “ Eight a bob, fine mack’rel, mack’rel,
eight a bob, eight a bob!” Onr my inguiring
“as to the cause of this difference in her cries,
the fish-seller laughed and said, “I cries eight
2 bob when I sees people as I thinks is likely
to like slang ; to others I cries eight a shilling,
which no doubt is the right way of talking.”

OrF 7ae CHILDREN DTREET-SELLERS OF
Loxpox.

‘WEEN we consider the spirit of emulation, of imita-
tion, of bravado, of opposition, of just or idle re-
sentment, among boys, according to their training,
companionship, natural disposition, and, above all,
home treatment, it seems most important to ascer-
tain how these feelings and inclinations are fostered
or stimulated by the examples of the free street-
life of other lads to be seen on every side, There
is no doubt that to a large class of boys, whose
parents are not in poverty, the young street ruffian
is a hero.

If this inquiry be important, as it unquestion-
ably is, concerning boys, how much more impor-
tant is i, when it includes the female children of
the streets; when it relates to the sex who, in all
relations of life, and in all grades of society, are
really the guardians of a people’s virtue.

The investigation is, again, rendered more inte-
resting and more important, when it includes
those children who have known no guidance from
parent, master, or relative, but have been flung
into the streets through neglect, through vicious-
ness, or as outcasts from utter destitution.
NMixed with the children who really sell in the
streets, are the class who assume to sell that they
may have the better chance to steal, or the greater
facility to beg.

Before I classify what I consider to be the
causes which have driven children to a street
career, with all its hardening consequences, I may
point out that culpability canmot be imputed to
them at the commencement of their course of life.
'They have been either untaught, mistaught, mal-
treated, neglected, regularly trained to vice, or
fairly turned into the streets to shift for them-
selves, The censure, them, is attributable to
parents, or those who should fill the place of
parents—the State, or society. The exceptions
to this culpability as regards parents are to he
found in the instances where a costermonger em-
ploys his children to aid him in his business
occupation, which the parents, in their ignorance
or prejudices, may account as good as any other,
and the youths thus become unfit, perhaps, for
any other than a scrambling street life. A second
~ exception may be where the children in a poor
family (as continually happens ameng the Irish in
London) smust sell in the streets, that they may
eat in any place.

In the following details I shall consider all to
be children who are under fifteen years of age.
Tt is just beyond that age (or the age of puberty)
that, as our prison statistics and other returns

will” becomes more imperious and headstrone
that destructive propensity, or taste, which we tepy,
the ruling passion or character of the indi\'idu-li
is educed, and the destiny of the human beip;:
especially when apart from the moulding a;;d:
well-directed care of parents or friends, is infly.
enced perhaps for life,

The Couses, then, which fill our streets with
children who either manifest the keen and some.
times roguish propensity of a precocious trader
the daring and adroitness of the thief, or the
loutish indifference of the mmere dull vagabong
content if he can only eat and sleep, I consider tc;
be these i

1. The conduct of parents, masters, and mis-
tresses.

_ 2. The companionship and associaticns formed
n tender years.

3. The employment of children by costermon-
gers and others who live by street traffic, and
]t_l}e training of costermongers’ children to a street

ife.
_ 4. Orphanhood, friendlessness, and utter des-
titution.

5. Vagrant dispositions and tastes on the part
of children, which cause them to be runaways.

After this I shall treat of (a) the pursuits of
the street-trading children; (9) their earnings;
(c) the causes or influences which have induced
children to adopt some especial branch of a street
lifet; (@) their state of education ; (¢) their morals,
religion, opinions, and conduct; {f) places and
character of dwellings; (g) diet; (1) amusements;
(¢) clothing; () propensities.

Concerning cause 1, viz, “ The conduct of
parents, masters, and mistresses,” I should have
more to say were 1 treating of the juvenile crimi-
nals, instead of sellers in the streets. The brute
tyranny of parents, manifested in the wreaking
of any annoyances or disappointments they may
hzm? endured, in the passionate beating and
cursing of their children, for trifling or for no
causes, is among the worst symptoms of a de-
praved mature. 'This conduct may be the most
common among the poor, for among them are
fewer conventional restraints; but it exists among
and debases other classes. Some parents only
exercise this tyranny in their fits of drunkenness,
and make that their plea in mitigation ; but their
dispositions are then only the more- undisguisedly
developed, and they would be equally unjust or
tyrannical when sober, but for some selfish fear
which checks them. A boy perhaps endures this
course of tyranny some time, and then finding it
increase he feels its further endurance intolerable,
and runs away. If he have no friends with whora
he can hope to find a shelter, the streets only are
open to him. He soon meets with comrades,
some of whom perhaps had been circumstanced
like himself, and, if not strongly disposed to idle-
ness and vicious indulgencies, goes through a
course of lorse-holding, errand-running, parcel-
carrying, and such like, and so becomes, if honestly
or prudently inclined, a street-seller, beginning
with fuzees, or nuts, or some unexpensive stock.

show, eriminal dispositions are developed, “ self-

The where to buy and the how to sell he will find
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plenty to teach him at the lodging-houses, where
fie snust sleep when he can pay for a bed.

When I was collecting information concerning
brace-selling I met with a vouth of sixteen who
abont two years previously had run away fr(?m
Birmingham, and made his way to London, with
9. 6d. Although he earned something weekly, he
was so pinched and beaten by a step-mother (his
fither was seldom at home except on Sunday)
ihat his life was miserable. This went on for
jearly a year, until the boy began to resist, and
one Saturday evening, when beaten as usual, he
sirack in return, drawing blood from his step-
mother's face. The father came home before the
fray was well ended ; listened to his wife’s state-
ment, and would not listen to the boy’s, and in
his turn chastised the lad mercilessly. In five
minutes after the boy, with aching bones and a
bitter spirit, left his father’s house and made his
way to London, where he was then vending cheap
braces. 'This youth could neither read nor write,
and seemed to possess no guickness or intelli-
gence. 'The only thing of which he cared to talk
was his step-mother’s treatment of him; all else
was a blank with him, in comparison; this was
the one burning recollection.

I may here observe, that I heard of several
instances of children having run away and adopted
a street life in consequence of the violence of step-
mothers far more than of step-fathers.

I cite the foregoing instance, as the boy’s career
was exactly that I have described ; but the reader
will remember, that in the many and curious nar-
ratives I have collected, how often the adult street-
seller has begun such a life by being a runaway
jrom domestic tyranmy. Had this Birmingham
boy been less homest, or perhaps less dull, it
would have been far easier for him to have be-
come o thief than a street-trader. To the gangs
of young thieves, a new boy, who isnot known to
the police is often (as a smart young pickpocket,
then knowa as the Cocksparrow, described it to
me) “a God-send.”

My readers will remember that in the collected
statements of the street-folk, there are several
accounts of rumaways, but they were generally
older than the age I have fixed, and it was neces-
sary to give an account of one who comes within
my classification of a child.

T did not hear of any girls who had run away
from their homes having become street-sellers
merely. They more generally fall into a course
of prostitution, or sometimes may be ostensibly
street-sellers as a means of acecosting men, and,
perhaps, for an attractive pretence to the depraved,
that they are poor, innocent girls, struggling for
an honest penny. If they resort to the low
lodging-houses, where the sexes are lodged indis-
criminately, their ruin seems inevitable.

9, That the companionship and associations
formed in tender years lead many children to a
street life i3 so evident, that I may be buief on
the subject. There are few who are in the
habit of noting what they may observe of poor
children in the streets and quieter localities,

or gambling with halfpennies, farthings, or
buttons, with other lads, and who have laid down
their basket of nuts or oranges to take part in

the play. The young street-seller bas probably

more halfpence at his command, or, at any rate,

in his possession, than his non-dealing playmates ;

he is also in the undoubted possession of what

appears a large store of things for which poor boys

have generally a craving and a relish. Thus the

little jtinerant trader is envied and imitated.

This attraction to a street career is very strong,

T have ascertained, among the neglected children

of the poor, when the parents are absent at their

work. On a Saturday morning, some little time

since, I was in a flagged court near Drury-lane,

a wretched place, which was full of children of all

ages. The parents were nearly all, I believe,

then at work, or “on the Jook out for a job,” as
porters in Covent Garden-market, and the children
played in the court until their return. In one
corner was a group of four or five little boys gamb-
ling and squabbling for nuts, of which one of the
number was a vendor. A sharp-looking lad was
gazing enviously on, and I asked him to guide me
to the room of a man whom I wished to see. He
did so, and I gave him a penny. On my leaving
the court I found this boy the most eager of the
players, gambling with the penny I had given him.
T had occasion to return there a few hours afier,
and the same lad was leaning against the wall,
with his hands in his pockets, as if suffering from
listlessness. Hehad had no luck with the nut covey,
he told me, but he hoped before long to sell nuts
himself. He did mnot know his age, but he
appeared to be about eleven. Only last week I
caw this same lad bawking a basket, very indif-
ferently stocked with oranges. He had raised a
shilling, he said, and the ¢ Early Bird ” (the nick-
name of a young street-seller) had put him up to
the way to lay it out. On my asking if his
father {2 journeyman Dbutcher) knew what he was
doing, he replied that so long as he didn’t bother
his father he could do what he pleased, and the
more he kept out of his (the father's) way -the
better he would be liked and treated.

The association of poor boys and girls with the
children of the costermongers, and of the Irish
fruit-sellers, who are employed in itinerant vend-
ing, is often productive of a strong degree of envy
on the part of unemployed little ones, who look
upon having tae charge of a basket of fruit, to be
carried in any direction, as a species of independ-
ence.

3. ¢ The employment of children by coster-
mongers, and others who live by street traffic ;
and the training of costermongers’ children to 2
street life, is the ordinary means of increase among
the street-folk.”

The children of the costermongers become ne-
cessarily, as I have already intimated, street-
dealers, and perhaps more innecently than in any
other manner, by being required, as soon as the‘zr
strength enables them, to assist their parents in
their work, or sell trifles, single-handed, for the
behoof of their parents. The child does but obey
his father and the father does but rear the child

who have not seen little boys playing at marbles,
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to the calling by which his daily bread is won.
This is the case particularly with the Irish, who
often have large families, and bring them with
them to London.

There are, morcover, a great number of boys,

“anybody’s children,” as I heard them called,
who are tempted and {rained to pursue an open-
air traflic, through being engaged by costermon-
gers or small tradesmen to sell upon commission,
or, as it is termed, for “hbunse.” In the curious,
and almost in every instance novel, information
which I gave to the public concerning the largest
body of the street-sellers, the costermongers, this
word “bunse” (probably a corruption of lonus,
bone being the slang for good) first appeared in
print. The mode is this: a certain quantity of
saleable, and sometimes of not very saleable, com-
modities is given to 2 boy whom a costermonger
knows and perhaps employs, and it is arranged
that the young commission-agent is to get a par-
ticular sum for them, which must be paid to the
costermonger ; I will say 3s., that heing somewhere
about the maximum. For these articles the lad may
ask and obtain any price he can, and whatever he
obtains beyond the stipulated 3s. is his own profit
or “bunse.” The remuneration thus aceruing to
the boy-vendor of course varies very materially,
according to the season of the year, the nature of
the article, and the neighbourhood in which it
is hawked. Much also depends upon whether the
boy has a regular market for his commodities;
whether he has certain parties to whom he is
known and vpon whem he can call to solicit cus-
tom ; if he has, of course his facilities for disposing
of his stock in trade are much greater than in the
case of one who has only the chance of attracting
attention and obtaining custom by mere crying
and bawling “Penny a piece, Col-ly-flowers,”
“ Five bunches a penny, Red-dish-es,” and such
like, The Irish boys eall this “ baving a back,”
an old Hibernian phrase formerly applied to a very
different subject and purpose.

Another cause of the abundance of street-
dealers among the boyish fraternity, whose
parents are unable or unwilling to support them,
is that some costers keep a lad as a regular
assistant, whose duty it is to pull the barrow of
his master about the streets, and assist him in
“erying ” his wares. Sometimes the man and the
boy call out together, sometimes separately and
alternately, but mostly the boy alone has to do
this part of the work, the coster’s voice being
gencrally rongh and hoarse, while the shrill sound
of that of the boy re-echoes throughuut the street
along which they slowly move, and is far more
likely to strike the ear, and consequently to
attract attention, than that of the man. This
mode of “practising the voice ” is, however, per-
feetly ruinous to it, as in almest every case of this
description we find the natural tone completely
annihilated at a very carly age, and a harsl,
hoarse, guttural, disagreeable mode of speak-
ing acquired. In addition to the costers there
are others who thus employ boys in the streets :
the hawkers of coal do so invariably, and the

a cart to carry the milk-pails in. Once in ¢},
strects and surrounded with street-associates, the
boy soon becomes inured to this kind of life,mld
when he leaves his first master, will frequ:ant]).
start in some branch of costermongering for
himself, without seeking to obtain anotherocon-
stant employment.

This mode of employing lads, and on the whole
perhaps they are fairly enongh used by the coster.
mongers, and generally treated with great king-
ness by the costers’ wives or concubines, is, T ay
inclined to think, the chief cause of the abund-
ance and even increase of the street-sellers of fish
froit, and vegetables. ’

4. To “orphanhood, friendlessness, and utter

destitution,” the commerce of the streets owes a
considerable portion of its merchants. A child finds
himself or herself an orphan; the parents havine
been miserably poor, he or she lives in g placg
where street-folk abound ; it seems the only road
to a meal and a bed, and the orphan “starts” with
a few lucifer-matches, boot-laces, nuts, or onions,
It is the same when a child, without being an or-
phan, is.abandoned or neglected by the parents,
and, perbaps without any injunctions either for or
against such a course, is left to his or her own will
to sell or steal in the streets.
9. The vagrant dispositions and tastes of lads,
and, it may be, now and then somewhat of a reck-
less spirit of adventure, which in our days has far
fewer fields than it once had, is another cause why
a street-life is embraced. ILads have been known
to run away from even comfortable homes through
the mere spirit of restlessness; and sometimes
they have done so, but not perhaps under the age
of fifteen, for the unrestrained indulgence of licen-
tious passions. As this class of runaways, how-
ever, do not ordinarily settle into regular street-
sellers, but become pickpockets, or trade only
with a view to cloak their designs of theft, I
need not further allude to them under this head.

I now come to the second part of my subject,
the Pursuits, &c., of the children in street avoca-
tions.

As I have shown in my account of the women
street-sellers, there is no calling which this body
of juveniles monopolize, none of which they are
the sole possessors; but some are principally in
their hands, and there are others, again, to which
they rarely incline.

Among the wares sold by the boys and girls of
the streets are :—money-bags, lucifer-match boxes,
leather straps, belts, firewood (common, and also
“ patent,” that is, dipped into an inflammable
composition), fly-papers, a variety of fruits, espe-
cially nuts, oranges, and apples ; onions, radishes,
water-cresses, cut fowers and lavender (mostly
sold by girls), sweet-briar, India rubber, garters,
and other little articles of the same material, in-
cluding elastic rings to encircle rolls of paper-
music, toys of the smaller kinds, cakes, steel pens
and penholders with glass handles, exhibition
medals and cards, gelatine cards, glass and other

milkmen—especially those who drive cows or have

cheap seals, brass watch-guards, chains, and rings; -
small tin ware, nutmeg-graters, and other articles
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of a similar description, such as are easily port-
able; iron skewers, fuzees, shirt buttons, boot and
stay-laces, pins {and more rarcly needles), cotton
bobbins, Christmasing (holly and other evergreens
at Christmas-tide), May-flowers, coat-studs, toy-pot-
tery, blackberries, groundsel and _chickweed, and
othes’-pegs.
“ Therepa;:e also other things which children seil
temporarily, or rather in the season. This year I
saw lads selling wild birds-nests with their egas,
such as hedge-sparrows, minnows in small glass
globes, roots of the wild Barly Orchis (Orchis
mascula), and such like things found only out of
town, .
Independently of the vending of these articles,
there are many other ways of earning a penny
among the street boys: among them are found
—tumblers, mud-larks, water-jacks, Ethiopians,
ballad-singers, bagpipe boys, the variety of street
musicians (especially Italian boys f}fﬁh organs),
Billingsgate boys or young * roughs,” Covent Gar-
den boys, porters, and shoeblacks (a class recently
increased by the Ragged School Brigade). A
agreat many lads are employed also in giving away
the cards and placards of advertising and pufling
tradesmen, and around the theatres are chlld{'en
of both sexes (along with a few old people) offering
play-bills for sale, but this is an occupation legs
pursued than formerly, as some managers sell their
own bills inside the house and do not allow any
to pass from the hands of the printer into those of
the former vendors. Again : amid the employ-
ments of thisclass may be mentioned—the going on
errands and carrying parcels for persons accident-
ally met with ; holding horses ; sweeping crossings

of adults); carrying trunks for any railway tra-
veller to or from the terminus, and carrying them
from an omnibus when the passenger is not put
down at his exact destination. During the frosty
days of the winter and early spring, some of these
little fellows used to run along the foot-path—
Baker-street was a favourite place for this dis-
play—and keep pace with the omnibuses, not
merely by using their legs briskly, but by throw-
ing themselves every now and then on their haqu
and progressing a few steps {so to speak) with
their feet in the air. This was done to attract
attention and obtain the preference if a job were
in prospect; dome, too, in hopes of a halfpenny
being given the urchin for his agility. I looked
at the hands of one of these little fellowsand the
fleshy parts of the palm were as hard as soling-
leather, as hard, indeed, as the soles of the child’s
feet, for he was bare-footed. At the doors of the
theatres, and of public places generally, boys are
always in waiting to secure a cab from the stand,
their best harvest being when the night has
“turned out wet” after a fine day. DBoys
wait for the same purpose, lounging all night,
and until the place closes, about the night-
houses, casinos, saloons, &c., and sometimes
without receiving a penny. There are, again,
the very many ways in which street boys
employed to “help” other pesple, when temporary

cleaning of his vehicle in a hurry, or when a
porter finds himself over-weighted in his truck.
Boys are, moreover, the common custodians of iche
donkeys on which young ladies take invigorating
exercise in such places as Hampstead-heath and
Blackheath, " At pigeon-shooting matches they are
in readiness to pick up the dead birds, and secure
the poor fluttering things which are ““hard hit” by
the adventurous sportsman, without having been
killed. They have their share again in the pick-
ing of currants and gooseberries, the pottling of
strawberries, in weeding, &c., &e., and though
the younger children may be little employed in
haymaking, or in the more important labours of
the corn harvest, they have their shares, both with
and without the company of their parents, in the
“hopping.” In fine there is no business carried
on to any extent in the streets, or in the open air,
but it will be found that boys have their portion.
Thus they are brought into contact with all classes;
another proof of what I have advanced touching
the importance of this subject. ]

It will be perceived that, under this head, I
have had to speak far more frequently of boys
than of girls, for the boy is far more the child of
the streets than is the girl. The female child can
do little hut sell (when a livelihood is to be
gained without a recourse to immorality); the
boy can not only sell, but worZ.

The many ramifications of child-life and of
child-work in our teeming streets, which I have
just enumerated, render it difficult to arrive ata
very nice estimation of the earnings of the street
boys and girls. The gains of this week are not
necessarily the gains of the next; there is the
influence of the weather; there may be a larger
or a smaller number of hands  taking a turn” at
any particular calling this week than in its pre-
decessor; and, above all, there is that concate-
nation of circumstances, which street-sellers in-
clude in one expressive word—“luck.” I mean
the opportunities to earn a few pence, which on
some occasions present themselves freely, and at
others do not occur at all. Such “luck,” how-
ever, is more felt by the holders of horses, and
the class of waiters upon opportunity (so to speak),
than by those who depend upon trade.

I believe, however, both in consequence of
what T have observed, and from the concurrent
testimony of persons familiar with the child-life of
London streets, that the earnings of the children,
when they are healthful and active, are _ahout the
same in the several capacities they exercise. The
waiter on opportunity, the lad “on the look-out
for a job,” may wait and look out all day boot-
lessly, but in the evening some fortunate chancs
may realize him “a whole tanner all in a lump.
In like manner, the water-cress girl may drodge
on from early morning until *“ cresses” are wanted
for tea, and, with “a connection,” and a tol?rably
regular demand, earn no more than the boy’s 6d.,
and probably not so much.

One of the most profitable callings of the street-
child is in the sale of Christmasing, but that is

help is needed, as when a cabman must finish the

only for a very brief season; the most reguiar
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returns in the child’s trade, are in the sale of such
things as water-cresses, or any low-priced article
of daily consumption, wherever the youthful
vendor may be known.

I find it necessary to place the earnings of the
street-children higher than those of the aged and
infirm. The children are more active{: more
persevering, and perhaps more impudent. They
are less deterred by the weather, and can endure
more fatigne in walking long distances than cld
people.  This, however, relates to the boys more
espef:mlly, some of whom are very sturdy fellows.

The oranges which the street-children now
vend at two a-penny, leave them a profit of 4d.
in the shilling. To take 1s. 6d. with a profit of
6. is a fair day’s work; to take 1s. with a profit
Uf, 4. is a poor day's work. The dozen bunches
of cutflowers which a girl will sell on an average
day at 1d. a bunch, cost her 6d., that sum being
also her profit. These things sapply, I think,?r.
fair criterion. The children’s profits may be 6d.
a day, and including Sunday tirade, 3s. 6d. a
week; but with the drawbacks of bad weather
they cannot be computed at more than Zs. 6d.
2 week the year through. The boys may earn
2d. or 3d. a week on an average more than the
girls, except in such things (which I shall specify
under the next head) as seem more particularly
suited for female trafiic,

Of the causes which influence cleldren to follow
this or that course of Dusiness when a street career
has been their choice or their lot, I have little to
say. It seems quite a matter of chance, even
where a preference may exist. A runaway lad
meets with a comrade who perhaps sells fuzees
and he accordingly begins on fuzees. One youth,
of whom I have given an account (but he was not
of child’s estate), began his street career on fly-
papers. When children are sent info the streets
to sell on account of their parents, they, of course
vend just what their parents have supplied o
them. If “on their own hook,” they usmally
commence their street career on what it is easiest
to buy and easiest to sell; a few nuts or oranges
bought in Duke’s-place, lucifer-boxes, or small
wares., As their experience increases they may
become general street-sellers. The duller sort
will continue to carry on the trades that any one
with ordinary lungs and muscles can pursue.
“All a fellow wants to krow to sell potatoes,”
said a master street-seller to me, “is to tell how
many tanners make a bob, and how many yenaps
a tanner.” [How many stxpences make a shil-
ling, and how mauy pence a sixpence.] The
smarter and bolder lads ripen into patterers, or
street-performers, or full into theft. For 'the
class of adventurous runaways, the patterer’s, or,
rather, the paper-working patterer's life, with its
alternations of town and country, fairs and hang-
ings, the bustle of race-grounds and the stillness
of a village, has great attractions. To a pattering
and chaunting career, moreover, there is the stimu-
lus of that love of approbation and of admiration,
as strong among the often penniless professionals

Perhaps there is not a child of either sex, 5o

a streei-seller, who would not to-morrow if’ t} “f
thought they could clear a penny or two a &e}'
more by it, quit their baskets of :Jranges and sgi‘l
candle-ends, or old bones, or anythine, Ip "1
street career, and most especially whzn nnite;i
with a lodging-house existence, there is no dainti-
ness of t}}e senses and no exercise of the tastes:
the question is not “What do I like best to sell?’;
but “ What is likely to pay me best?” This can-
not be wondered at; for if a child earn but 54, a
day on apples, and can make 6d. on onjons m,
income is increased by 20 per cent. ’

The trades which I have specified as in the
hands of street-children are carried on by both
sexes. I do not know that even the stock in
trade which most taxes the strength is more a
boy’s than a girl’s pursuit. A basket of oranges
or of apples is among the heaviest of all the
stocks hawked by children ; and in those pursuits
there are certainly as many, or rather more, girls
than boye. Such articles as fly-papers, m,oney-
bags, tins, fuzees, and Christmasing, are chiefly
the boys’ sale; cut-flowers, lavender, water-cresses
and small wares, are more within the trading of
the girls. °

The callings with which children do not meddle
are these which require *“patter.” Some of the
boys very glibly announce their wares, and may be
profuse now and then in commendations of their
quality, cheapness, and superiority, but it requires
a long_er_ experience to patter according to the
appreciation of a perhaps critical street audience,
No child, for instance, ventures upon the sale of
grease-Temoving compositions, corn-salve, or the
“Trial and Execution of Thomas Drory,” with an
“ Affecting Copy of Werses.”

A gentleman remarked to me that it was rather
curious that boys’ playthings, such as marbles
and tops, were not hawked by street juveniles,
who might be very well able to recommend them,
I do not remember to have seen any such things
vended by children,

.Eclu_cation is, as far as I have been able to
ascertain, more widely extended among street
children than it was twelve or fifteen years ago.
The difficulty in arriving at any conclusion en
such a subject is owing to the inability to find any
one who knew, or could even form a tolerably
accurate judgment of what was the state of educa-
tion among these -juveniles even twelve years
back.

Perhaps it may be sufficiently correct to say that
among a given number of street children, where, a
dozen years ago, you met twenty who could read,
you will now meet upwards of thirty. Of sixteen
children, none apparently fifteen years of age,
whom I questioned on the subject, nine admitted
that they could not read ; the other seven declared
that they could, but three annexed to the avowal
the qualifying words—*a little.” Ten were boys
and six were girls, and I spoke to them pro-
miscuously as I met them in the street. Two were
Irish lads, who were “working” oranges in cont-

of the streets as on the boards of the opera house,

pany, and the bigger answered—* Shure, thin, we
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can rade, your honour, sit.” I have little doubt
that they could, but in all probability, had either
of those urchins thought he would be a penny the
better by it, he would bave professed, to a per-
fect stranger, that he had a knowledge of algebra.
« Yis, sir, 1 do, thin,” would very likely be his
response to any such inguiry; and when told he
cculd not possibly know anything about it, he
wonld answer, ¢ Arrah, thin, but I didn’t under-
stand your honour.”

o the Ragged Schools is, in all probability,
owing this extension of the ability to read.
It appears that the attendance of the street
children at the Ragged School is most uncertain ;
as, indeed, must necessarily be the case where the
whole time of the lad is devoted to obtaininga
cubsistence. From the best information I can
coilect, it appears that the average attendance of
these boys at these schools does not exceed two
hours per week, so that the amount of education
thus acquired, if education it may be called, must
necessarily be scanty in the extreme; and 1s
frequently forgotten as soon as learned.

With many of these little traders a natural
shrewdness compensates in some measure for the
deficiency of education, and enables them to carry
on their variety of trades with readiness and dex-
terity, and sometimes with exactness. One hoy
with whom I had a conversation, told me that
he never made any mistake about the COppers,”
although, as I subsequently discovered, he had no
notion at all of arithmetic beyond the capability

how much copper money was required to make a
% tanner” or a “bob”” This boy vended coat-
studs : he had also some metal collars for dogs, or
as he said, “ for cats aither,” These articles he
purchased at the same shop in Houndsditch,
where © there was a wonderful lot of other things
to be had, on’y some on’em cost more money.”

In speaking of money, the slang phrases are
constantly used by the street lads; thus a S1X-

pence is a ““tanmer;” a shillinga © bob,” or a
Liog ;” a crown is “a bull;” a half-crown g haif
Little, as a modern writer has re-

bull,” &e.

marked, do the persons using these phrases know
of - their Temote and somewhat classical origin,
which may, indeed, be traced to the period ante-
cedent to that when monarchs monopolized the
surface of coined money with their own images
They are identical with the
very name of money among the early Romans,
which was pecunia, from pecus, a flock. The
_ collections of coin dealers amply show, that the
fiaure of a hog was anciently placed on a small
silver coin, and that that of a bull decorated
larger ones of the same metal : these coins were
frequently deeply crossed on the reverse: this was
for the convenience of easily breaking them into
two or more pieces, should the bargain for which
they were employed require it, and the parties

and superscriptions.

making it had no smaller change handy to com
plete the transaction.

veller,” so far from heing a phrase of modern in

% Thus we find that the
half-bull” of the itinerant street-seller or ‘ tra-

fact referable to an era extremely remote. Numerous

other instances maight be given of the classical

origin of many of the flash or slang words used by

these people.

I now give the answers I received from two

boys. The first, his mother told me, was the

hest scholar at his sehool when he was there, and

hefore he had to help her in street sale. He was

a pale, and not at all forward boy, of thirteen or

fourteen, and did nofappear much to admire being

questioned.  He had not been toa Ragzed School,

but to an “academy” kept by an old man. He did

siot know what the weekly charge was, but when

father was living (he died Jast autumn) the school-

master used to take it out in vegetables. Father
was n costermonger ; mother minded all about his
schooling, and master often said she behaved to

him like alady. * God,” this child told me, “ was
our Heavenly Father, and the maker of all
things ; he knew everything and everybody ; he
knew people’s thoughts and every sin they com-
mitted if no one else knew it. His wasthe king-
dom and the power, and the glory, for ever and
ever, Amen, Jesus Christ was our Lord and
Saviour; he was the son of God, and was crt-
cified for our sins. He was a God himself.”
[The child understood next fto nothing of the
doctrine of the Trinity, and I did not press him.}
& The Scriptures, which were the Bible and Tes-
tament, were the Word of God, and contained
nothiny but what was good and true. If a boy lied,
or stole, or commiited sins,” he suid, ““he would
be punished in the next world, which endured
for ever and ever, Amen, It was only after
death, when it was too late to repent, that people
went to the mext world. He attended chapel,
sometimes.”

As to mundane matters, the boy told me that
Victoria was Queen of Great Britain and Ireland.
She was born May 24, 1819, and succeeded his
late Majesty, King William IV., July 20, 1337,
She was married to his Royal Highuess Prince
Albert, &c., &c. France wasa different country
to this : he had heard there wasno king or queen
there, but didn't understand about it. You
couldn’t go to France by land, no more than you
conld to Lreland, Didn't know anything of the
old times in history ; hadn’t been told. Had
heard of the battle of Waterloo; the English
licked. Had heard of the batte of Trafalgar,
and of Lord Nelson; didn't know much about
him ; but there was his pillar at _Charmg-cross,
just by the candlesticks (fountains). When
I spoke of astronomy, the boy at once told me he
knew nothing about it. He had heard that the
earth went round the sun, but from what loxe‘fi
noticed, shouldn’t have thought it. He didn’s
think that the sunwent round the earth, it seemed
to go more sideways. Would like to read more,
if he had time, but he had a few books, and there
was hundreds not so well off as he was.

1 am far from undervaluing, indeed I would not
indulge in an approach to a scoff, at the extent of
this boy's knowledge. Many a man who pigues

_ | himself on the plenitude of his breeches’ pocket,

-

vention, as is generally supposed, is in point o

£ | and who attributes his success in life to the fulness
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of his knowledge, knows no more of Nature,
Man, and God, than this poor street child.
Another boy, perhaps a few months older, gave
me his notions of men and things. He was a
thick-limbed, red-checked fellow; answered very
freely, and sometimes, when I could not help
laughing at his replies, laughed loudly himself, as
if he entered into the joke.
Yes, he had heerd of God who made the
world. Couldn’t exactly recollec’ when he’d
heer'd on him, but he had, mest sarten-ly. Didn’t
Inow when the world was made, or how anybody
could do it, It must have taken a long time. It
was afore his time, “or yourn either, sir.”
Xnew there was a book called the Bible; didn’t
know what it was about ; didn’t mind to know ;
knew of such a book to a sartinty, because a
young ’oman took one to pop (pawn) for an old
"oman what was on the spree—a bran new 'un—but
the cove wounldn’t have it, and the old 'oman said he
mightbe d——d. Never heer'd tell on the deluge;
of the world having been drownded ; it couldn’t,
for there wasn’t water enough to do it. He
weren't a going to fret hisself for such things as
that. Didn’t know what happened to people after
death, only that they was buried. Had seen a
dead body laid out; was a little afeared at first;
poor Dick looked so different, and when you
wuched his face, he was so cold ! oh, so cold !
Had heer'd on another world; wouldn’t mind if
he was there hisself, if he could do better, for
things was often queer here. Had heered on it
from a tailor—such a clever cove, 3 stunner—as
went to ‘Straliar (Australia), and heer'd him say
he was going into another world. Had never
heer'd of France, but had heer'd of Frenchmen ;
there wasn’t half a quarter so many on ’em as of
Italians, with their earrings like flash gals.
Didn’t dislike foreigners, for he never saw none,
What was they ? Had heer'd of Ireland. Didn’t
know where it was, but it couldn’t be very far,
or such lots wouldn't come from there to London.
Should say they walked it, aye, every bit of the
way, for he ’d seen them come in, all covered with
dust. Had heer’d of people going to sea, and had
seen the ships in theriver, but didn’t know nothing
about it, for he was very seldom that way. The sun
was made of fire, or it wouldn’t make you feel so
warm. The stars was fire, too, or they wouldn’t
shine. They didn’t make it warm, they was too
small. Didn’t know any use they was of. Didn’t
know how far they was off ; a jolly lot higher than
the gas lights some on ’em was. Was never in a
church ; bad heer’d they worshipped God there;
didn’t know how it was done; had heer'd sing-
ing and playing inside when he’d passed ; never
was there, for he had’'nt no togs to go in, and
wouldn’t be let in among such swells as he had
seen coming out. Was a ignorant chap, for he’d
never been to school, but was up to many a move,
and didn’t do bad. Mother said he would make
his fortin yet.
Had heer'd of the Duke of Wellington; he
was Old Nosey; didn’t think he ever seed Lim,
but had seed his statty. Hadn't heer'd of the

lived in Webber-row, Waterloo-road. Thought he
had heerd speak of Buonaparte; didn’t knoyw
what he was; thought he had heer’d of Shake.
speare, but didn’t know whether he was alive op
dead, and didn’t care. A man with something 1jke
that name kept a dolly and did stunning; but he
was sich a hard cove that if Ze was dead j;
wouldn’t matter, Had seen the Queen, but didn’;
recollec’ her mame just at the minute; oh ! yes
Wicioria and Albert. Had no notion what thé
Queen had to do. Should think she hadn’t suel,
power [he had first to ask me what ¢ power’ was)
as the Lord Mayor, or as Mr. Norton as was the
Lambeth beak, and perhaps is still. Was never
once before a beak and didn’t want to. Hated
the crushers ; what business had they ‘to interfere
with him if he was only.resting his basket in a
street? Had been once to the Wick, and once to
the Bower: liked tumbling better ; he meant to
have a little pleasure when the peas came in,

The knowledge and the ignorance of these two
striplings represent that of street children gene-
rally. Those who may have run away from a
good school, or a better sort of home as far as
nteans consiitute such betterness, of course form
exceptions. So do the utterly stupid.

The Morals, Religion, and Opinions of the
street-trading children are the next topic. Their
i business morals have been indicated in the course
of my former statements, and in the general tone
of the remarks and conversation of street-sellers.

As fraders their morals may be lax enough,
They give short weight, and they give short mea-
sure ; they prick the juice out of oranges; and
brush up old figs to declare they ‘re new. Their
silk braces are cotton, their buck-leather braces
are wash-leather, their sponge is often rotten, and
their salves and cures quackeries.

Speak to any one of the quicker-witted street-
sellers on the subject, and though he may be
unable to deny that his brother traders are guilty
of these short-comings, he will justify them all
by the example of shopkeepers. One man, espe-
cially, with whom I have more than once cun-
versed on the subject, broadly asserts that as a
whole the streets are in all matters of business
honester than the shops. “ It ain’t we” runs
the purport of his remarks, ‘“as makes coffee out
of sham chickory ; it ain’t e as makes cigars out
of rhubarb leaves ; we don’t make duffers handker-
chiefs, nor weave cotton things and call them silk.
If we quacks a bit, dees e make fortins by it as
shoplkeepers does with their ointments and pills !
If we give slang weights, how many rich shop-
keepers is fined for that there? And how many s
never found out? And when one on’em’s fined,
why he calculates how much he’s into pocket,
between what he ’s made by slanging, and what
he’s been fined, and on he goes again, He didn't
know that there ever was short weight given in
his shop: not e/ No more do e at our stalls
‘or barrows ! Who ’dulterates the beer? Who
makes old tea-leaves into new? Who grinds rice
among pepper? And as for smuggling —but nobody
thinks there’s any harm in buying smuggIEd

baztic of Waterloo, nor who it was atween; once

things. What «e does is like that pencil youTe
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rich people does. 0, don’t tell me, sir;, a gentle-
man like you that sees so much of what’s going on,
must know e 're better than the shopkeepers are.

To remarks such as these I have nothing to
answer, 1t would be idle to point out to such
casuists, that the commission of one wrong cin
never justify another. The ignorant reverse the
doctrine of Tight, and live, not by rule, but by
example. I have unsparingly exposed the
yogueries and trickeries of the street people, and 1t
is but fair that one of them should be heard in
explanation, if not in justification. The trade
ethics of the adult street-folk are also those of
the juveniles, so on this subject 1 need dwell no
longer. )

What I have said of the religion of the women
street-sellers applies with equal truth to the
children. Their religious feelings are .generall_y'
formed for them by their parents, especially their
mothers. If the children have no such direction,
then they have no religion. I did not question
the street-seller before quoted on this subject of
the want of the Christian spirit among his fra-
ternity, old or young, or he would at once have
asked me, in substance, to tell him in what class
of society the real Christian spirit was to be found ?

As to the opinions of the street-children I can
say little. For the most part they have formed
no opinions of anything beyond what affects their
daily struggles for bread. Of politics such .
children can know nothing. If they are any-
thing, they are Chartists in feeling, and are In
general honest haters of the police and of most
constituted authorities, whom they often con-fopnd
with the police officer. As to their opinions
of the claims of friendship, and of the duty of
assisting one another, I believe these children feel
and understand nothing about such matters. ‘The
hard struggles of their lives, and the little sym-
pathy they meet with, make them selfish. There
may be companionship among them, but mo
friendship, and this applies, I think, alike to boys

and girls. The boy's opinion of the girl seems to
be that she is made to help Zim, or to supply
gratification to his passions.

There is yet a difficult inquiry,—as to the
opinions which are formed by the young females
reared to a street-life, I fear that those opinions are
not, and canmot be powerfully swayed in favour of
chastity, especially if the street-girl have the quick-
ness to perceive that marriage is not much honoured
among the most numerous body of street-folk. If she
have not the quickness to understand this, the.n her
jgnorance is in itself most dangerous to her virtue.

She may hear, too, expressions of an opinion that

“going to church to be wed” is only to put money

into the clergyman’s, or as these people say the

“parson’s,” pocket. Without the watchful care

of the mother, the poor girl may form an illicit

connection, with little or no knowledge that she is
doing wrong ; and perhaps a kind and indulgent
mother may be herself but a concubine, feeling
little respect for 2 ceremony she did not scruple to
dispense with. To such opinions, however, the

The Duelling-places of the street-chaldren are

in the same localities as I specified regarding the

wemen. Those who reside with their parents or

employers sleep usually in the same room with

them, and sometimes in the same bed. Nearly

the whole of those, however, who support them-

selves by street-trade live, or ra.ther sleep, in the

lodging-houses. It is the same with those who live

by street-vagrancy or begging, or by street-theft ;

and for this lazy or dishonest class of children

the worst description of lodging-houses have the

strongest attractions, as they meet continually with

% tramps ” from the country, and keep up a con-

stant current of scheming and gxcitement.

It seems somewhat curious that, considering the

filth and noisomeness of some of these ledging-

houses, the children who are inmates suffer only

the average extent of sickness and mortality com-

mon to the districts crammed with the poor. Fer-
haps it may be accounted for by the circumstance
of their being early risers, and their being in the
open air all day, so that they are fatigued at the
close of the day, and their sleep is deep and un-
broken. I was assured by a well-educated man,
who was compelled to resort to such places, that
he has seen children sleep most profoundly in a
lodging-house throughout a loud andlon g-continued
disturbance. Many street-children who are either
¢galone in the world,” or afraid to return home
after a bad day’s sale, sleep in the markets or
under the dry arches. .

There are many other lads who, bemg_unnble
to pay the-1d., 2d., or 3d. demanded, In pre-
payment, by the lodging-house keepers, pass the
night in the streets, wherever shelter may be
atfainable. The number of outcast boys and girls
who sleep in and about the purlieus of Covent
Garden-market each mnight, especially during the
suminer months, has been computed variously, and
no doubt differs according to circumstances; but
those with whom I have spoken upon the sub-
ject, and who of all others are most likely to
know, consider the average to be upwards of

200.

The Dict of the strect-children is in some
cases an alternation of surfeit and inanition, more
especially that of the stripling who is “on his
own hook.” If money be unexpectedly attained,
a boy wili gorge himself with such dainties as he
loves ; if he earn no money, he will fast all day
patiently enough, perhaps drinking profusely of
water. A cake-seller told me that a little while
before I saw him a lad of twelve or so had con-
sumed a shilling’s worth of cakes anfl pastry, as
he bad got a shilling by “ fiddling ;” mot, he it
understood, by the exercise of any musical skill,
for *fiddling,” among the initiated, means the
holding of horses, or the performing of any odd
jobs. )
Of these cakes and pastry—the cakes being
from two to twelve a penny, and the pastry, tarts,
and ¢ Coventrys” (three-cornered tarts) twe a penny
__the street-urchins are very fond. To me they
seemed to possess no recommendation either to the

nose or the palate. The “strong” flavour of

Irish furnish the exception.
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these preparations is in all probability as grateful
to the palate of an itinerant youth, as is the high
gout of the grouse or the woodcock to the fashion-
able epicure. In this respect, as in others which
I have pointed out, the “extremes” of society
“ meet.”

These remarks apply far more to the male than
to the female children. Some of the street-boys
will walk a considerable distance, when they are
in funds, to buy pastry of the Jew-boys in the
Minories, Houndsditch, and Whitechapel ; those
keen traders being reputed, and no doubt with
truth, to supply the best cakes and pastry of any.

A more staple article of diet, which yet partakes
of the character of a dainty, is in great demand by
the class I treat of—pudding. A balfpenny or
a penny-worth of baked plum, boiled plum (or
plum dough), currant or plum batter (batter-
pudding studded with raisins), is often a dinner.
This pudding is almost always bought in the shops;
indeed, in a street apparatus there could hardly
be the necessary heat diffused over the surface
required ; and as I bave told of a distance being
travelled to buy pastry of the Jew-boys, so is it
traversed to buy pudding at the best shops. The
proprietor of one of those shops, upon whom I
called to make inquiries, told me that he sold
about 300 pennyworths of pudding in aday. Two-
thirds of this quantity he sold to juveniles
under fifteen years of age; but he hadn’t no-
ticed particularly, and so could only guess. This
man, when he undersicod the object of my
mquiry, insisted upon my tasting his ¢ batter,”
which really was very good, and tasted—I do not
Xnow how otherwise to describe it—honest. His
profits were not large, he said, and judging from
the size and quality of his oblong halfpenny and
pennyworth’s of batter pudding, I have no doubt
he stated the fact. * There’s many a poor man
and woman,” he snid, “ ayve, sir, and some that
you would think from their appearance might go
to an eating-house to dine, make a meal off my
pudding, as well as the street litt’z ones. The
boys are often tiresome : ¢ Master,” they’ll say,
‘can’t you give us a plummier bit than this? or,
“Isit justup? I likes it ’ot, all ’ot.’”

The *“baked tatur,” from the street-dealer’s ean
more frequently than from the shops, is another
enjovable portion of the sireet child’s diet. Of
the sale to the juvenile population of pickled
whelks, stewed eels, oysters, boiled meat puddings,
and other articles of street traffic, I have spoken
under their respective heads.

The Irish children who live with their parents
fare as the parents fare. If very poor, or if bent
upon saving for scme purpose, their diet is tea and
bread and butter, or bread without butter. If not
80 very poor, still tea, &e., but sometimes with a
little fish, and sometimes with a piece of meat on
Sundays ; but the Sunday’s meat is mere common
among- the poor English than the poor Irish street-
traders; indeed the English street-sellers generally
“live better” than the Irish. The coster-boys
aften fare well and abundantly.

The children living in the lodging-houses, I
am mformed, generally, partake only of such

meals as they can procuve abroad. Sometimes of
a night they may partake of the cheap beef or
mutton, purveyed by some inmate who has been
“lifting flesh” (stealing meat) or “sawney”
(bacon). Vegetables, excepting the baked potato,
they rarely taste, Of animal food, perhaps, they
partake more of bacon, and relish it the most,

Drinking is not, from what I can learn, common
among the street boys. The thieves are generally
sober fellows, and of the others, when they are
“in luck,” a half-pint of heer, to relish the bread
and saveloy of the dinner, and a pennyworth of
gin “ to keep the cold out,” are often the extent
of the potations. The exceptions are among the
ignorant coster-lads, who when they have been
prosperous in their ““ bunse,” drink, and ape the
vices of men, The girls, I am told, are generally
fonder of gin than the boys. Elderwine and
gingerbeer are less popular among children than
they used to be. IMany of the lads smoke.

The Amusements of the street-children are such
as I have described in my account of the coster-
mongers, but in a moderate degree, as those who
partake with the greatest zest of such amusements
as the Penny Gaff (penny theatre) and the Two-
penny Hop (dance) are more advanced in years.
Many of the Penny Gaffs, however, since I last
wrote on the subject, have been suppressed, and
the Twopenny Hops are not half so frequent as
they were five or six years back, The Jew-boys
of the streeis play at dranghts or dominoes in
coffee-shops which they frequent; in one in the
London-road at which I had occasion to call were
eight of these urchins thus occupied; and they
play for money or its equivalent, but these
sedentary games obtain little among the other and
more restless street-Jads. I believe that not cne-
balf of them “know the cards,” but they are fond
of gambling at pitch and toss, for halfpennies or
farthings,

The Clothing of the street-children, however
it may vary in texture, fashion, and colour, has
one pervading characteristic—it is never made
for the wearers. The exceptions to this rule
seem to be those, when a child has run away and
retains, through good forture or natural acuteness,
the superior attire he wore before he made the
choice—if choice he had—of a street life; and
where the pride of a mother whose -costermonger
husband is “getting on,” clothes little Jack or
Bill in a new Sunday suit. Even then the suit
s more likely to be bought ready-made than
“made to measure,” nor is it worn in buginess
hours until the gloss of novelty has departed.

The boys and girls wear every variety of cloth-
ing; it is often begged, but if bought is bought

o . . -
from the fusty stocks of old clothes in Petticont

and Rosemary-lanes. These rags are worn by the !

children as long as they will hold, or can be tied

[

or pinned together, and when they drop off from .

continued wear, from dirt, and from the ravages
of vermin, the child sets his wits to work t
procure more. One mode of obtaining a fresh
supply is far less available than it -was three oF

four years back. This was for the lads to denude
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themselves of their rags, and tearing them up in
the casual-ward of a workhouse, as it were com-
pel the parish-officers to provide them with fresh
apparel.

This mode may be successful in parts of the
country still, but it is not so, or to a very limited
extent, in fown. The largest, and what was ac-
counted by the vagrants the most liberal, of all
the casual wards of the metropolitan workhouses,
that of Marylebone, has been closed above two
years, So numerous were the applicants for ad-
mission, and so popular among the vagrants was
Marylebone workhouse, that a fever resulted, and
attacked that large establishment. It was not
uncommon for the Irish who trudged up from
Liverpool, to be advised by some London vagrant
whom they met, to go at once, when they reached
the capital, to Marylebone workhouse, and that

the Irishman might not forget a name that was’

new to him, his friendly adviser would write it
down for him, and a troop of poor wretched Irish
children, with parents as wretched, would go to
Marylebone workhouse, and in their ignorance or
simplicity, present the address which had been
given to them, as if it were a regular order for
admission ! Boys have sometimes committed of-
fences that they might get into prison, and as
they contrived that their apparel should be unfit
for purposes of decency, or perhaps their rags had
become unmfit to wear, they could mot be sent
naked into the streets again, and so had clothing
given to them. A shirt will be worn by one of
Those wretched urchins, without washing, until it
falls asunder, and many have mo shirts. The
girls are on the whole less ragged than the boys,
the most disgusting parts of their persons or ap-
parel—1 speak liere more of the vagrant or the
mixed vagrant trading and selling girl (often a
child prostitute) than of the regular street-seller—
the worst particular of these girls’ appearance, I
repeat, is in their foul and matted hair, which
looks as if it would defy sponge, comb, and brush
to purify it, and in the broken and filthy boots
and stockings, which they seem never to button or
to garter. )

The Propensities of he street-children are
the last division of my inquiry, and an ample
field is presented, alike for wonder, disgust, pity,
hope, and regret,

Perhaps the most remarkable characteristic of
these wretchéd children is their extraordinary
licentionsness. Nothing can well exceed the ex-
treme animal fondness for the opposite ‘sex which
prevails amongst them; some rather singular
circumstances connected with this subject have
come to my knowledge, and from these facts it
would appear that the age of puberty, or some-
thing closely resembling it, may be attained ata
much less numerical amount of years than that at
which most writers upon the human species have
hitherto fixed it. Probably such circmnstances as
the promiscuous sleeping together of both sexes.
the example of the older persons indulging in the
grossest immorality in the presence of the young,
and the use of obscene expressions, may tend to

produce or force an unnatural precocity, a pre-
cocity sure to undermine health and shorten life.
Jealousy is another characteristic of these children,
and perhaps less among the girls than the hoys.
Upon the most trivial offence in this respect, or
on the suspicion of an offence, the © gals” are
aure to be beaten cruelly and savagely by their
¢ chaps.” This appears to be a very common case.

The details of filthiness and of all uncleanness
which I gave in a recent number as things of
course in certain lodging-houses, render it unne-
cessary to dwell longer upon the subject, and
it is one from which I willingly turn to other
matiters.

In addition to the licentious, the vagabond pro-
pensities of this class are very striking. As soon
°s the warm weather commences, boys and girls,
but more especially boys, leave the town in shoals,
traversing the country in every direction ; some
furnished with trifling articles (such as I have
already enumerated) to sell, and others to beg-
ging, lurking, or thieving. It is not the street-
~ellers who so much resort to the tramp, as those
who are devoid of the commonest notions of
honesty; a gquality these young vagranis some-
times respect when in fear of a gaol, and the
hard work with which such a place is identified
in their minds—and to which, with the peculiar
idiosynerasy of a roving race, they have an insu-
perable objection.

I have met with boys and girls, however, to
whom a gaol had no terrors, and to whom, when
in prison, there was only one dread, and that a
common one among the ignorant, whether with or
without any sense of religion—superstition. “I
lay in prison of a night, sir,” said a boy who was
generally among the briskest of his class, “and
think I shall see things” The “ things” repre-
sent the vagne fears which many, not naturally
stupid, but untaught or ill-taught persons, enter-
tain in the dark. A girl, a perfect termagant in
the breaking of windows and such like offences,
told me something of the same kind. She spoks
well of the freatment she experienced in prison,
and seemed to have a liking for the matron and
officials; herconduct there was quiet and respectful.
I believe she was not addicted to drink.

Many of the girls, as well as the boys, of course
trade as they “tramp.” They often sell, beth in
the country and in town, little necklaces, com-
posed of red berries strung together upon thick
thread, for dolls and children: but although I

“have asked several of them, I have never yef
found one who collected the berries and made the

secklaces themselves ; meither have I met with a

single instance in which the girl vendors knew

a - -
the name of the berries thus used, nor indeed

_even that they were berries. The invariable re-

ply to my questions upon this point has been that
they ““are called necklaces ;7 that ¢ they are just
as they sells 'em to us;” that they “ don’t know
whether they are made or whether they grow ;”
and in most cases, that they “ gets them in Lon-
don, by Shoreditch ;” although in one case a little
hrown-complexioned girl, with bright sparkling
eves, said that “she got them from the gipsies.”
2 N 2

L.,
o o RO .l K ° . N N ' . ) o

.

-
e oY

[ A A



Jow lodging-houses with which most of our pro-

-either of the former. It is rare that more than
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At first I fancied, from this child’s appearance,
that she was rather superior in intellect to most
of her class; but I soon found that she was not a
whit above the others, unless, indeed, it were in
the possession of the quality of cunning.

~ Some of the boys, on their country excursions,
trade in dominoes. They carry a variety of
boxes, each differing in size and varying accord-
ingly in price: the lowest-priced boxes are
mostly 6d. each (sometimes 4d., or even 3d.), the
highest 1s. An informant told me that these
boxes are charged to him at the rate of 20 to 25
per cent. less ; but if, asis commoniy the case, he
could take a number at a time, he would have
them at a smaller price still. They are very
rudely made, and soon fall to pieces, unless
bandled with extreme care, Most of the boys
who vend this article play at the game them-
selves, and some with skill ; but in every case,
I believe, there is a willingness to cheat, or
take advantage, which is hardly disguised ; one
boy told me candidly that those who make the
most money are considered to be the cleverest,
whether by selling or cheating. or both, at the
game ; nor can it be said that this estimation of
cleverness is peculiar to these children.

At this season of the year great numbers of the
street-children attend the races in different parts
of the country, more especially at those in the
vicinity of a large town. The race-course of Wolver-
hampton, for instance, is usually thronged with
them during the period of the sport. While taking
ihese perigrinations they sometimes sleep in the

vincial towns abound : frequently “ skipperit” in
the open air, when the weather is fine and warm,
:and occasionally in barns or outhouses attached to
farms and cottages. Sometimes they travel in
couples—a boy and a girl, or two boys or two
girls; but the latter is not so common a case as

two may be met in company with each other,
except, indeed, of a night, and then they usvally
‘herd together in numbers. The boys who carry
-dominoes sometimes, also, have a sheet of paper
for sale, on which is rudely printed a representa-
tion of a draught.board and men—the Ilatter of
which are of two colours (black and white) and
may be cut out with a pair of scissors; thus form-
Ing a ready means of playing a game so popular
in rustic places. These sheets of paper are sold
{if no more can be got for them) at a penny each.
The bey who showed them to me said he gave
a halfpenny a piece for them, or 6d. for fifteen.
He said he always bought them in London, and
that he did not know any other place to-get them
at, nor had “ever heard any talk of their being
bought nowhere else.”

The extraordinary lasciviousness of this class
which I have already mentioned, appears to con-
tinue to mark their character during their vaga-
bondizing career in the country as fully as in
town ; indeed, an informant, upon whom I think
I may rely, says, that the nightly scenes of youth-
ful or even childish profligacy in the low lodging-

—even if they do not exceed—those which ma

be witnessed in the metropolis itself. owards
the approach of winter these children (like the
ragrants of an older growth) advance towards
London ; some remain in the larger towns, such ag
Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, Sheffield

&c., but the greater proportion appear to return
to the metropolis, where they resume the life they
had previously led, anything but improved in
education, morals, manners, or social position
generally, by their summer’s excursion.

The language spoken by this rambling class is
peculiar in its construction : it consists of an odd
medley of cockneyfied English, rude provineial-
isms, and a large proportion of the slang commonly
used by gipsies and other “ travellers,” in con-
veying their ideas to those whom they wish to
purchase their commodities.

Among the propensities of the street-boys I do
not think that pugnacity, or a fondness, or even a
great readiness, for fighting, is a predominant
element. Gambling and thieving may be rife
among a class of these poor wretches ; and it may
not unfrequently happen that force is resorted to
by one boy bigger than another to obtain the
halfpence of which the smaller child is known to
be possessed. Thus quarrels among them are very
frequent, but they rarely lead to fighting. Even
in the full swing and fury of their jealousy, it
does not appear that these boys attack the object
of their suspicions, but prefer the less hazardous
course of chastising the delinguent or unjustly
suspected girl. The girls in the low lodging-
houses, I was told a little time since, by a woman
who used to frequent them, sometimes, not often,
scratched one another until the two had bloody
faces; and they tried to bite one another
now and then, but they seldom fought. What
was this poor woman’s notion of a fight between
two girls, it may not be very easy to comprehend.

The number of children out daily in the streets
of London, employed in the various occupations I
have named, together with others which may
possibly have been overlooked—including those
who beg without offering any article for sale—
those who will work as light porters, as errand
boys and the like, for chance passengers, has been
variously calculated ; probably nothing like exact-
jtude can be hoped for, much less expected, in
such a speculation, for when a government census
has been so frequently found to fail in correctness
of detail, it appears highly improbable that the
number of those so uncertain in their places of
resort and so migratory in their habits, can be
ascertained with anything like a definite amount
of certainty by a private individual, Taking the
returns of accommodation afforded to these children
in the casual wards of workhonses, refuges for the
destitute and homeless poor; of the mendicity and
other societies of a similar description, and those
of our hospitals and gaols,—and these sources of
information upon this subject can alone be confi-
dently relied upon,~—and then taking into the
calculation the additional numbers, who pass the
night in the variety of ways I have already

hoases of the small provincial towns quite equal |

enumerated, 1 think it will be found that the

———
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number of boys and girls selling in the streets of
this city, and often dependent upon their own
exertions for the commonest necessaries of life,
may be estimated at some thousands, but nearer
10,000 than 20,000.

The consideration which I have devoted to this
branch of my subject has been considerable, but
gtill not, in my own opinion, commensurate to the
jmportance of its nature. Steps ought most un-
questionably to be taken to palliate the evils and
miseries I have pointed ouf, even if a positive

. temedy be indeed impossible.

Each year sees an increase of the numbers of
street-children to a very considerable extent, and
the exact nature of their position may be thus
briefly depicted: what little <mformation they
receive is obtained from the worst class—from
cheats, vagabonds,and rogues ; what little amuse-
ment they indulge in, springs from sources the
most poisonous—the most fatal to happiness and
welfare; what little they know of a Zome is neces-
sarily associated with much that is vile and base ;
their very means of existence, uncertain and pre-
carious as it is, is to a great extent identified with
petty chicanery, which is qnickly communicated by
one to the other ; while their physical sufferings
from cold, hunger, exposure to the weather, and
other causes of a similar nature, are constant, and
at times extremely severe. Thus every means by
which a proper intelligence may be conveyed to
their minds is either closed or at the least tainted,
while every duct by which a bad description of
knowledge may be infused is sedulously cultivated
and enlarged. Parental instruction ; the comforts
of a home, however humble—the great moral
truths upon which society itself rests ;—the influ-
ence of proper example ; the power of education;
the effect of useful amusement ; are all denied to
them, or come to them so greatly vitiated, that
they rather tend to increase, than to repress, the
very evils they were intended to remedy.

The costers invariably say that no persons under
the age of fifteen should be allowed by law to vend
articles in the streets; the reason they give for
this is—that the children under that period of life
having fewer wants and requiring less money to
live than those who are older, will sell at a less
profit than it is fair to expect the articles sold should
vield, and thus they tersely conclude, * they per-
vents others living, and ruins theirselves,”

There probably is truth in this remark. and I
must confess that, for the sake of the children
themselves, I should have no objection to see
the suggestion acted upon; and yet there imme-
diately rises the plain yet startling question—in
such a case, what is to become of the children?

I now cite the histories of street-lads belonging
to the several classes above specified, as illustra-
tions of the truth of the statements advanced
concerning the children street-sellers generally.

Or CHILDREN SENT OUT AS STREET-SELLERS BY
* ) THEIR PARENTS.

Or the boys and girls who are sent out to sell in
the streets by parents who are themselves street-
traders, I need say but little under this head. I

have spoken of them, and given some of their state-

ments in other divisions of this work (see the

accounts of the coster boys and girls). When, as

is the case with many of the costermongers, and

with the Irish fruit-sellers, the parents and

children follow the same calling, they form one

household, and work, as it were, “intoone another’s

hands.” The father can buy a larger, and con-

sequently a cheaper quantity, when he can avail

himself of a subdivision of labour as inexpensive

as that of his own family—whom he must main-

tain whether employed or unemployed—in order

to vend such extra quantity. I have already

noticed that in some families (as is common with

rude tribes) costermongering seems an hereditary

pursuit, and the frequent and constant employ-
ment of children in street traffic is one reason why
this hereditary pursuit is perpetuated, for strees
commerce is thus at a very early age made part
and parcel of the young coster’s existence, and he-
very probably acquires a distaste for any other-
occupation, which may entail more of sestraint:
and srksomeness. It is very rarely that a coster-
monger apprentices his son to any handicraft busi-
ness, although a daughter may sometimes be placed

in domestic service, The child is usually “sent:
out to sell.”

There is another class of children who are “sent.
out™ as are the children of the costers, and some-
times with the same cheap and readily attained
articles—oranges and lemons, nuts, chestnuts,.
onions, salt (or fresh) herrings, winks, or shrimps,
and, more rarely, with water-cresses or cut-flowers.
Sometimes the young vendors offer small wares—
leather boot-laces, coat-studs, steel pens, or such
like. These are often the children, not of street
sales-people, but of persons in a measure connected
with a street life, or some open-air pursuit; the
children of cabmen deprived of their licences, or of
the hangers-on of cabmen ; of the “ supers” (super-
numeraries) of the theatres who have irregular or
no employment, or, as they would call i, “en-
gagement,” with the unhappy consequence of irre--
gular or no  salary :” the children, again, of street
performers, or Lthiopians, or street-musicians,,
are *‘gent out to sell,” as well as those of the-
poorer class of labourers connected with the river
—ballast-heavers. lumpers, &ec.; of (Irish) brick-
layers' labourers and paviours' assistants; of
market-porters and dock-labourers; of coal-heavers
out of work, and of the helpers at coal-wharfs,
and at the other wharfs; of the Billingsgate
“ roughs ;" and of the many classes of the lubour-
ing, rather than the artisan poor, whose carnings
are uncertain, or insufficient, or have failed them
altogether. .

With such classes as these (and more especially
with .the Irish), as soon as Pat or Biddy is big
enongh to carry 2 basket, and is of sufficiently
ripened intellect to understand the relative value
of coins, from a farthing to a shilling, he or she
must do something “ to help,” and that something
is generally to sell in the streets. One poor woman
who made a scanty living in working on corn sacks
and bags—her infirmities sometimes preventing her

working at all—sent out three children, together

,...‘.
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or separately, to sell lucifer-matches or smal
wares.

lives when things were at the worst.”
woman, as in this instance, has not been used to
street-selling herself, there is always some neigh-

bour to advise her what to purchase for her

children’s hawking, and instruct her where,
From one little gitl I had the following account.
She was then selling boot-laces and offered them
most perseveringly. She was turned nine, she
said, and had sold things in the streets for two
years past, but not regularly. The father got his
living in the streets by “playing;” she seemed
relnctant to talk about his avocation, but I found
that he was sometimes a street-musician, or street-
performer, and sometimes sung or recited in public
houses, and having “seen better days,” had it
appears communicated some feeling of dislike for
his present pursuits to his daughter, so that I dis-
continued any allusion to the subject. The mother
earned 2s. or 2s. 6d. weekly, in shoe-binding, when
she had employment, which was three weeks out
of four, and a son of thirteen earned what was
-sufficient to maintain him as an (occasional)
assistant in a wholesule pottery, or rather pot-
shop.

“It’s in the winter, sir, when things are far
worst with us, Father can make very little then
—but I don’t know what he earns exactly at any
time—and though mother has more work then,
there ’s fire and candle to pay for. We were very
‘badly off last winter,and worse, I think, the winter
‘before. Father sometimes came home and had
made nothing, and if mother had no work in hand
we went to bed to save fire and candle, if it was
ever so soon. Father would die afore he would
Iet mother take as much as a loaf from the parish.
I was sent out to sell nuts first : ¢ If it’s only 1d.
you make,” mother said, ‘it’s a good piece of
bread.” I didn’t mind being sent out. I knew
children that sold things in the streets. Perhaps
I liked it better than staying at home without a
fire and with nothing to do, and if I went out I saw
other children busy. No, I wasn’t a bit frightened
when I first started, not a bit, Some children—but
they was such little things—said : <0, Liz, I wish
I was you” Ihad twelve ha'porths and sold them
all. I don’t know what it made ; 2d. most likely.
I didn’t crack a single nut myself, I was fond of
them then, but I don’t care for them now. I could
do better if I went into public-houses, but I'm
only let go to Mr. Smith’s, because he knows
father, and Mrs. Smith and him recommends me
and wouldn’t let anybody mislest me. Nobody
-ever offered to. I hear people swear there some-

‘times, but it’s not at me. I seil nuts to children

“They like it,” she said, “and always
want (o be off into the streets; and when my
husband (a labourer) was ill in the hospital, the
few pence they brought in was very useful; but
now he’s well and at work again and we want to
send the eldest—she ’s nine—to school ; but they
all will go out to sell if they can gel hold of any
stcck, 1 would never have sent them at all if I
could have helped it, but if they made 6d. a day
among the three of them, perbaps it saved their
If a poor

1 | solc nuts and oranges to soldiers. They never say

anything rude to me, never. ‘I was once in g
great crowd, and was geiting crushed, and there
was a very tall soldier close by me, and he lifted
me, basket and all, right up to his shoulder, and
carried me clean out of the crowd. He had stripes
on hisarm. ‘I shouldn’t like you to be in such
a trade,’ says he, ‘if you was my child.’ He didn’t
say why he wouldn’t like it.
was bepinning to rain. Yes, we are far better off
now. Father makes money. I don’t go out in
bad weather in the summer; in the winter,
though, I must. I don’t know what I make,
I don’t know what I shall be when I grow up,
I can read a little. I've been to church five or
six times in my life. I should go oftener and so
would mother, if we had clothes.”

. I have no reason to suppose that, in this case,
the father was an intemperate man, though some of
the parents who thus send their children out are
intemperate, and, loving to indulge in the idleness
to which intemperance inclines them, are forced to
live on the labour of their wives and children.

OF A “ NrciecrEp” CHILD, A STREET-SELLER.

Or this class perhaps there is less to be said than
of others; Drunken parents allow their children
to run about the streets, and often to shift for
themselves. If such parents have any sense of
shame, unextinguished by their continued be-
sottedness, they may feel relieved by not having
their children before their eyes, for the very sight
of them is a reproach, and every rag about such
helpless beings must carry its accusation to a
mind not uiterly callous.

Among such children there is not, perhaps,
that extreme pressure of wretchedness or of priva-
tion that there is among the orphans, or the utterly
deserted. If a ““neglected child” have to shift,
wholly or partly, for itsel, it is perhaps with the
advantage of a shelter ; for even the bare room o.
the drunkard is in some degree a shelter or roof.
There is not the nightly need of 2d. for a bed, or
the alternative of the Adelphi arches for nothing.
I met with one little girl ten or eleven years of
age, whom some of the street-sellers described to
me as looking out for a job every now and then. She
was_small-featured and dark-eyed, and seemed
intelligent, Her face and hands were brown as if
from exposure to the weather, and 3 lack of soap;
but her dress was not dirty. Her father she de-
described as a builder, prebably a bricklgj'er’s
labourer, but he could work, she said, at drains of
such like, “ Mother’s been dead a long time,
the child continued, “and father brought another
woman home and told me to call her mother, bu
she soon went away. I works about the streets,
but only when there’s nothing to eat at home.
Father gets drank sometimes, but I think not 0
oft as he did, and then he liesin bed. No, sif
not all day, but he gets up and goes out and
gets more drink, and comes back and goes 10
bed again.” He never uses me badly. Whet
he’s drinking and has money, he gives e 50me
now and then to get bread and butter with,

in the streets, and laces to young women, I have

or a halfpenny pudding ; he never eats any thing

4o school when father has money. We lives
“very well then.

bit, and run for them if they 're wanted ; and I go

'I’ve got a halfpenny on a day, and a penny, and
Perhaps because it -
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in the honse when he’s drinking, and he’s a
very quiet man. Sometimes he’s laid in bed
4wo or three days and nights at a time, I goes

I’ve ‘kept myself for a whole
week. 1 mind people’s stalls, if they 're away a

errands. 1 've carried home flower-pots for a lady.
ome bread perhaps, and I’ve lived on that. 1
chould like very well to have a'pitch of my own.
T think: I should lihe that betfer than place. But
I have a sister who has a place in the country;
she’s far older than I am, and perhaps I shall get
one. DBut father’s at work now, and he say’s he 'll
take the pledge. Five or six times I've sold
oranges, and ingans as well, and carried the money
to Mrs. , who gave me all T took above 4d.
self,”
forIT{ould surprise mo one if a child so neglected
hecame so habituated to a street life, that she
could not adapt herself to any other. I heard of
other children thus or similarly neglected, but
‘boys far more frequently than girls, who trafled re-
gularly in apples, oranges, &c., on their own
account. Some have become regular street-sellers,
and even in childhood have abandoned their
homes and supported themselves,

Or 4 Hmep Coster Bov.

Oxg shell-fish seller, who has known street-com-
merce and street-folk for imany years, thought,
although he only hazarded an opinion, that
there was less drinking among the young costers,
and less swearing, than he had known in a pre-
ceding generation. . . .

A young coster boy living with his parents,
who had a good business, told me that Ige would
never be nothing but a ¢ general dealer, (whxc‘?’
among some of these people is the genteel
designation for a costermonger,) as long as he
lived, unless, indeed, he rose to a coal shed and
a horse and cart; a consummation, perhaps with
the addition of a green-grocery, a fried fish,
and a gingerbeer trade, not unfrequently arrived
at by the more prudent costermongers. This
boy could neither read mor write; he had_been
sent to school, and flogged to school (he grinned
as he told me) by his mother, who said his
father wouldn't bave been “done” so often by fine
folks, when he sold * grass” (asparagus) and such
things as cost money, if he could have kept
‘count. But his father only laughed, and said
nothing, when tlie boy “cut away” from school,
which he did so continuously, that the school-
master at length declined the charge of the young
coster's further education, This stripling, who
was about fourteen, seemed very proud of a pair
of good half-boots which his mother had bonght
him, and which he admired continually as he
glanced at his feet. His parents, from his account,
were indulgent, and when they got farthings in
change or in any manner, kept them for him;
and so he got treats, and smart things to wear
now and then.. “We expects to do well,” he

his parents business, ¢ when it's peas and
new potatoes, cheap enough to cry. It s my
dodge to cry. 1 know a man as says, M,a}
month ought to be ashamed on itself, or things "ud
a been herlier” Last week I sung out, 1t was
the same man’s dodge, he put me up to it—* Here’s
your Great Exhibition mackarel.’ People laughed,
but it weren’t no great good. I’ve been to Penny
Gaffs, but not this goodish bit. I likes ”che sing-
ing best as has a stunnin’ chorus. There’s been 2
deal of hard up lately among people as 13 general
dealers. Things is getting better, I think, al}d
they must. It wouldn't do at all if they didn’t,
It’s no use your a-asking me about what I
thinks of the Queen or them sort of people, for I
knows nothing about them, and never goes ameng
them,” - :
The Hired boys, for the service of the coster-
mongers, whether hired for the day, or more per-
manently, are very generally of the classes I have
spoken of. When the New Cut, _Lam'beth! was &
great street-market, every IMOIning, during the
height of the vegetable and fruit seasons, lads
used to assemble in Hooper-street, Shortstreet,
York-street, and, indeed, in all the smaller s‘t‘reets
or courts, which run right and left from the ¢ two
Cuts.” When the costermonger started thence,
perhaps ¢ by the first light,” to marl,:et, these boys
used to run up to his barrow, ‘: D’ you want me,
Tack?” or,  Want a boy, Bill?” being their con-
stant request. It is mow the same, in the lo-
calities where the costermongers live, or where they
keep their ponies, donkeys, and barrows, and
whence they emerge to market. It is the sam}e at
Billingsgate and the other markets at which these
traders make their wholestle purchases. Boys
wait about these marts  to be hired,” or, as they
may style, it, to ¢ see if they ‘re Wi,l'IltEd. _ Wh;n
hired, thete is seldom any *iwage specified, the
lads seeming always willing to depend upon the
liberality of the costermonger, and Oft.e’l,l no doul.)t
with an eye to the chances of “Dbunse. A sharp
Jad thus engaged, who may acquit h]mself to a
costermonger's liking, perhaps continues some
time in the same man’s employ. I may observe,
that in this gathering, and for such a purpose,
there is a resemblance to the simple proceedings
of the old times, when around the market cross
of the nearest town assembled the population
who sought employment, whether in agncultursll
or household labour. In some parts of tlze norh
of England these gatherings are still held at the
two half-yearly terms of May-day and L.I;rtu;nilg:i{
A lad of thirteen or lfoui‘ttlaian, .wémazl‘lmul:lot 1003
ery strong, gave me the ollowin :
;elgs, youg,sfe, sir, where I can, for nilothttarogzil?
sells sheep’s-trotters) depends a deal on her tr an::i’,
but they 're not great bread for an old m;nant,) ¢
there ’s me and Neddy to keep. Father’s a roa
and a soger. Do Iknow he is? Iother says 50,
gir. I looks out every mornming when the cols]tef-
mongers staris for the markets, and WaI‘ltS 0y’s
for their barrows. I cried roots last Herﬁ 8
your musks, ha'penny each. Here s yer all agroin
‘nd all a bio’in’,’ I got my grub and 3d. I takes

said, for he used the “we” when he spoke of

she tin home, If there’s a cabbage or two left,
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I've had it guv to me. 1 likes that work better
nor school. I should think so. One sees life.
Well, I don’t know wot one sees perticler; but
it’s wot people calls life. I was a week at
school once. I has a toss up sometimes when
I has a odd copper forit. I'aven'’t ’ad anyriglar
work as yet. I shall praps when it’s real
summer.” [Said, May24th,] * Thisis the Quéen’s
birthday, is if, sir? Werry likely, but she’s
nothing to me. I can’t read, in coorse not, afier a
week’s schooling. Yes, I likes a show. Punch is
stunnin’, but they might make more on the dog, I
would if I was a Punch. 0, I has tea, and bread
and butfer with mother, and gets grub as I jobs
besides. I makes no bargain. If a cove s scaly,
we gets to know him. I hopes to have a barrer
of my own some day, and praps a hass, Can I
manage a hass? 7Ia coorse, and he don’t want no
groomin’. I’d go to Hepsom then; I’veneverbeen
yet, but I’ve been to Grinnage fairs. I don’t
know how I can get a barrer and a hass, but I
may have luck.”

Or Ay OrpEAN Boy, A STREET-SELLER.

Frox one of this class I had the following account.
It may be observed that the lad's statement con-
tains little of incident, or of novelty, but this is
characteristic of many of his class. With many
of them, it may indeed be said, ¢ one day certifieth
another.” It is often the same tale of labour and
of poverty, day after day, so that the mere
uniformity makes a youth half oblivious of the
past; the months, or perhaps years, seem all
“alike. :
This boy seemed healthy, wore a suit of cor-
duroy, evidently not made for him, and but little
patched, although old ; he was in good spirits.
I believe 1’m between fifteen and sixteen,”
he said, “and mother died more than two year
ago, nearer three, perhaps. Father had gone dead
a long time afore; I don’t remember him.” [I am
mclined to think that this story of the death of the
father is often told by the mother of an illegitimate
child to her offspring, through a natural repugnance
to reveal her shame to her child. I do not
know, however, that it . was the case in this
instance.] “1I don’t remember about mother's
funeral, for I was ill myself at the time,- She
worked with her needle; sometimes for a dress-
maker, on  skirts,” and sometimes for a tailor, on
flannels, She sometimes worked all night, but
we was wery badly off—we was so. She had
only me. When mother died there was nothing
left for me, but there was a good woman—she
was a laundress and kept a mangle—and she said,
‘well, here ’s a old basket and a few odd things;
give the kid the basket and turn the bits of old
traps into money, and let him start on muffins, and
then he must shift for hisself.” So she tuk me to a
shop and I was started in the muffin line. I didn’t
do so bad, but it’s on’y a winter trade, isn’t
muffins, I sold creases next—no, not creases,
cherries ; yes, it was creases, and then cherries,
for I remembers as ’ow *Ungerford was the first
market I ever was at; it was so. Since then, I ’ve
g0ld apples, and oranges, and nuts, and chestnuts

—but they was dear the last time as I had 'em—
and spring garters a penny a pair, and glass pens:
ves, and other things. I goes to market, mostly to
Common Gard'n, and there’s a man goes there
what buys bushels and bushels, and he’ll let me
have any little lot reas’nable ; he will so, There%
another will, but he ain’t so good to a poor kig,
Well, T doesn’t know as ow one trade’s better
nor another; I think I’ve done as much i
one as in another. But I've done better lately;
I’ve sold more oranges, and I had a fow
sticks of rhubarb. I think times is mending,
but others says that’s on’y my luck, I sleeps
with a boy as is younger nor I am, and pays 9d,
a week, Tom’s father and mother—he’s a ¢oal-
heaver, but he’s sometimes out of work—sleeps in
the same room, but we has a good bed to our-
selves. Tom’s father knew my mother. There’s
on’y us four, Tom’s father says sometimes if his
rheumatics continues, he and all on ’em must go
into the house. Most likely I should then go to
a lodging-house. I don’t know that some on ’em’
bad places. I’ve heer'd they was jolly. I hasne
amusements. Last year I helped a man one day,
and he did so well on fruit, he did so, for he got
such a early start, and so cheap, that he gave me
3d. hextra to go to the play with. I didn't go.
1°d rather go to bed at seven every night than,
anywhere else. I’m fond of sleep. I never wakes
all night. I dreams now and then, but I never
remembers a dream, I can’t read or write; I
wish I could, if it would help me on. I'm
making 3s. 6d. a week now, I think., Some weeks
in winter I didn’t make 2s.”

This boy, although an orphan at a tender age,
was yet assisted to the commencement of a busi-
ness by a friend, I met with another lad who
was left under somewhat similar circumstances.
The persons in the house where his mother had
died were about to take him to the parish officers,
and there seemed to be no other course to be
pursued to save the child, then nearly twelve,
from starvation, The lad knew this and ran away.
It was summer time, about three years ago, and
the little runaway slept in the open air whenever
he could find a quiet place. Want drove him
to beg, and several days he subsisted on one penny
which he begged. One day he did not find any
one to give him even a halfpenny, and towards
the evening of the second he became bold, or even
desperate, from hunger. As if by a sudden im-
pulse he went up to an old gentleman, walking
slowly in Hyde-park, and said to him, * Sir, I’ve
lived three weeks by begging, and I’m hungering
now ; give me sixpence, or I'll go and steal.” The
gentleman stopped and looked at the boy, in whose
tones there muat have been truthfulness, and in
whose face was no doubt starvation, for without
uttering a word he gave the young applicant a
shilling. The boy began a street-seller’s life on
lucifer-matches. I had to see him for another
purpose a little while ago, and in the course of
some conversation he told me of his start in the
streets. I have no doubt he told the truth, and I
should have given a more detailed account of him,

but when I inquired for him, I found that he bad
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one to Epsom races to sell cards, and had not re-
turned, having probably left London on a country
tour. But for the old gentleman’s bounty h_e
would have stolen something, he declared, had it
been only for the shelter of a prison.

Or THE LIFE oF AN ORrPHAN GIRL, A STREET-
SELLER.

«FaTHER was a whitesmith,” she said, “and mother
used to go out a-washing and a-cleaning, and me
and my sister (but she is dead now) did nothing;
we was sent to a day school, both of us. We lived
very comfortable ; we had two rooms and our own
furniture ; we didn’t want for nothing when
father was alive ; he was very fond on us both,
and was a kind man to everybody. He was took
bad first when I was very young—1it was con-
sumption he had, and he was ill many years, about
five years, I think it was, afore he died. When
he was gone mother kept us both; she had plenty
of work ; she couldn’t a-bear the thought of our
going into the streets for a living, and we was
both too young to get a place anywhere, so we
stayed at home and went to school just as when
father was alive. My sister died about two year
and a half ago; she had the scarlet-fever dreadful,
she lay ill seven weeks. We was both very fond
of her, me and mother. I often \ylsh she had
been spared, I should not be alone 1n the world
as Tam now. We might have gone on together,
but it is dreadful to be quite alone, and I often
think now how well we could have done if she
was alive. .
¢ Mother has been dead just a year this month;
shetook cold at the washingaud it went to herchest;
she was only bad a fortuight ; she suffered great
pain, and, poor thing, she used to fret dreadi:ul, as
she lay ill, about me, for she knew she was going to
leave me. She used to plan how I was to do when
she was gone. She made me promise to try to get
a place and keep from the streets if I could, for
she seemed to dread them so much. When she
was gone I was left in the world without a
friend. Iam quite alone, I have no relation at
all, not a soul belonging to me. For three months
I went about looking for a place, as long as my
money lasted, for mother told me to sell our
furniture to keep me and get me clothes. I could
have got a place, but nobody would have me
without a character, and I knew nobody to give
me one, I tried very hard to get one, indeed I
did; for I thought of all mother had said to me
about going into the streets. At last, when my
money was just gone, I met a young woman In
the street, and I asked her to tell me where I
could get a lodging. She told me to come \Ynh
her, she would show me a respectable lodging-
house for women and girls. I went, and 1 have
been. there ever since. The women in the house
advised me to take to flower-selling, as I could get
nothing else to do. One of the young women took
me to market with her, and showed me how to
bargain with the salesman for my flowers. At
first, when I went out to sell, I felt so ashamed I
could not ask anybody to buy of me; and many

out selling one bunch. The woman at the lodg-
ing-house is very good to me; and when I have a
bad day she will let my lodging go }1nt11 I can
pay her. She always gives me my dinner, and a
good dinner it is, of 2 Sunday; and she will often
give me a breakfast, when she knows I have no
money to buy any. She is very kind, indeed, for
she knows 1 am alone. I feel very thankful to
her, I am sure, for all her goodness to me.
During the summer months I take 1s. 6d. per
day, which is 6d. profit. But I can only sell
my flowers five days in the week—>Mondays
there is no flowers in the market : and of the 6d.
2 day I pay 3d. for lodging. I get a halfpenny-
worth of tea; a halfpenny-worth of sugar; one
pound of bread, 11d. ; butter, 3d. I never tastes
meat but on Sunday. What I shall do in the
winter I dont know. In the cold weather last
year, when I could get no flowers, I was forced
to live on my clothes, I have none left now but
what I have on. What I shall do I don't know
—1I can’t bear to think on it.”

Or Two Ruxiway SrtreeT-Boys.

T EXDEAVOTRED to find 2 boy or girl who belonged
to the well-educated classes, had run away, and
was now a street-seller. I heard of boys of this
class—one man thought he knew five, and was
sure of four—who now lived by street-selling, my
informant believed without having any recourse to
theft, but all these boys were absent ; they had
not returned from Epsom, or had not returned to
their usual haunts, or else they had started for
their summer’s excursion into the country. Many
a street-seller becomes as weary of town after
the winter as 2 member of parliament who sits
out a very long session; and the mc:ment the
weather is warm, and “scems settled,” they are
off into the country. In this change of scene
there is the feeling of independence, {:;f freedom ;
they are not “tied to their work ;7 and this
feeling has perhaps even greater charms for the
child than the adult.

The number of lads of a 'well-ecluc_atecl.cla.ss,
who support themselves by street-selling, 18 dnot;
large. I speak of those whom I have classed as
children under fifteen years of age. If a boy run
away, scared and terrified by the violence of a
parent, or maddened by continuous and sometimes
excessive severity, the parent often feels compunc-
tion, and I heard of persons being sent tlc: every
lodging-house in London, and told to seax(';: tgeex;i
dry arch, to bring back a runaway. Un h e
occasions the street-sellers willingly give (;311‘
aid; T have even heard of women, whosel.e-
gradation was of the lowest, exerting themselves
o I‘et'.&wel'c}lr N ften unrecompensed

icited and as oifen .
um’.:[c‘,ll]lgléﬁildren who are truants through theirown
vicious or reckless propensities, or through the ;n-
ducements of their -seniors, become far more fre-
quently, thieves or lurkers, rather than strect::i—
sellers. As to runaway girls of a well—e?duca-tv
cluss, and under fifteen, I heard of none who were

times went back at night with all my stock, with-

street-sellers,

f a runaway child, and that often
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I now give instances of two runaway lads, who
have been dishonest, and honest.
- The one, when he fold me his history, was a
slim and rather tall young man of 23 or 24,
with a look, speech, and air, anything but vulgar.
He was the son of a wealthy jeweller, in a town
in the West of England, and ran away from home
with an adult member of his father’s establish-
ment, who first suggested such a course, taking
with them money and valuables. They came to
London, and the elder thief, retaining all the
stolen property, at once abandoned the child, then
only ten, and little and young-looking for his age.
He fell into the hands of some members of the
swell-mob, and became extremely serviceable to
them. He was dressed like a gentleman’s son,
and was innocent-looking and handsome. His
* appearance, when I saw him, showed that this
must have been the case as regards his looks, He
lived with some of the swell-mobsmen—then a more
prosperous people than they are now-—in a good
house in the Southwark-Bridge-road. The women
who resided with the mobsmen were especially
kind to him. He was well fed, well lodged, well
clad, and petted in everything, He was called
“ the kid,” a common slang name for a child, but
he was the kid. He “ went to work ” in Regent-
street, or wherever there were most ladies, and
his- appearance disarmed suspicion. He was,
moreover, highly successful in church and chapel
practice. At length he became “spotfed.” The
poiice got to know him, and he was apprchended,
wried, and convicted. He was, however—he be-
lieved through the interest of his friends, of whose
inquiries.conecerning him he had heard, but of that
I know nothing—sent to the Philanthropic Asy-
lum, then in St. George's-road. Here he remained
the usual time, then left the place well clothed, and
with a sum of money, and endeavoured to obtain
some permanent employment, In this endeavour
he failed. Whether he exerted bimself strenuously
or not I cannot say, but he told me that the very
circumstance of his having been “in the Philan-
thropic ” was fatal to his success, His “character”
and “recommendations” necessarily showed where
he had come from, and the young man, as he
then was, became a beggar. His chief practice
was In ‘screeving,” or writing on the pavement.
Perhaps some of my readers may remember
having noticed a wretched-looking youth who
hung over the words “I AM STARVING,”
chalked on the footway on the Surrey side of
Waterloo Bridge. He lay huddled in a heap,
and appeared half dead with cold and want, his
shirtless neck and shoulders being visible throngh
the rents in his thin jean jacket; shoe or stocking
he did not wear. This was the rich jeweller's son.
Until he himself told me of it—and he seemed
to do so with some sense of shame—I ecould
not have believed that the well-spoken and well-
looking youth before me was the piteous object I
bad observed by the bridge. What he is doing
now I am unable to state,

Another boy, who thought he was not yet fif-
teen, thongh he looked older, gave me the follow-
ing account. He was short but seemed strong,

and his career, so far, i chiefly remarkable for i
perseverance, exercised as much, perhaps, from ip.
sensibility as from any other quality. He wag
sufficiently stupid. If he had parents living, he
said, he didn’t know nothing about them ; he hag
lived and slept with an old woman who raid she
was his grandmother, and he ’d been told that she
weren’t no relation; he didn't trouble himself
about it. She sold Iucifer-boxes or any trifle
in the streets, and had an allowance of 9
weekly, but from what quarter he did not know,
About four years ago he was run over by a cab,
and was carried to the workhouse or the hospital ;
he believed it was Clerkenwell Workhouse, but
he weren’t sure. When he recovered and was
dischatged he found the old woman was dead, and
a neighbour went with him to the parish officers,
by whom—as well as I could understand him—
he was sent to the workhouse, after some inquiry,
He was soon removed to Nor'ud, On my asking
if he meant Norwood, he replied, “no, Nor'ud,”
and there he was with a number of other children
with a Mr. Horbyn. He did not know how long
he was there, and he didn’t know as he had any-
thing much to complain of, but he ran away. He
ran away because he thonght he would ; and he
believed he could get work at paper-staining, He
made his way to Smithfield, near where there was
a great paper-stainer’s, but he could not get any
work, and he was threatened to be sent back, as
they knew from his dress that he had run away.
He slept in Smithfield courts and alleys, fitting
himself into any covered corner he could find. The
poor women about were kind to him, and gave
him pieces of bread ; some knew that he had run
away from a workhouse and was all the kinder.
“The fust browns as ivver I yarned,” he said, “ was
from a drover. He was a going into the country to
mee{ some beasts, and had to carry some passels
for somebody down there. They wasn’t ’evvy,
but they was orkerd to grip. His old ’oman luk
out for a young cave to ’elp her old man, and saw
me fust, so she calls me, and I gets the job. I
gived the greatest of satisfaction, and had sixpence
giv me, for Jim (the drover) was well paid, as
they was vallyble passels, and he said he’d taken
the greatest of care on ’em, and had engaged a
poor lad to ’elp him.” On his return the child
slept in a bed, in a house near Gray'sinn-lane,
for the first time since he had run away, he be-
lieved about a fortnight. He persevered in look-
ing out for odd jobs, without ever stealing, though
he met some boys who told him he was a fool not
to prig. “I used to carry his tea from his old
‘'oman,” he went on, ““to a old cove as had a
stunnin’ pitch of fruit in the City-road. But my
best friend was Stumpy; he had a benutiful
crossin’ (as a sweeper) then, but he’s dead now
and berried as well. I used to talk to him and
whistle—I can just whistle” [here he whistled
loud and shrill, to convince me of his perfection
in that street accomplishment] “ —and to dance
him the double-shuffle” [he favoured me with &
specimen of that dance], * and he said T hinterested
him, Well, he meant he liked it, I s’pose. When
he went to rest hisself, for he soon got tired. OVET
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1is drop of beer to his grub, I had his crossin’
and his broom1 for nuff'n. ;);.e ?oy used toc ::gfgg
¢I’1l give you 1d. for your 3
?vtl?i?:apggu ’s gru%bin‘.’) But I had it for nuff'n,
and had all I yarned ; sometimes id., sometimes
9d., but only once 33d. I've been ‘elping Old
Bill with his summer cabbages and flowers (cal:ﬂx-
fowers), and now he’s on live heels. I can sing
'em out prime, but you ’eared me. I has my bit
o' grub with him, and a few browns, and Old Bill
and Young Bill, too, says I shall have better to
do, but I can’t until peas. I sleepsina loft with
‘ampers, which is Old Bill's ; a stunnin’ good bed.
Tve cried for and ’elped other costers. Stumpy
sent me to’em. I think he’d been one hisself, but
I was always on the look-out. I’ll go for some

bunse soon. I don’t know what I shall do time
to come, I nivver thinks on it. I could read I.Illd:-’
dlin’, and can a little now, but I’'m out of practice.

I have given this little fellow’s statement some-
what fully, for I believe he is a type of the most
numerous class of runaway urchins who ripen, so
to speak, into costermongers, after “ helping ” that
largebody of street-traders. i

I heard of one boy who had been discharged
from Brixton, and had received 6d. to begin the
world with, as it was his first offence, on his way
back to London, being called upon suddenly as
soon as he had reached the New Cut (then the
greatest of all the street-markets) to help a coster-
monger. This gave the boy a start, and he had

since lived honestly.
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Arts (fine), street-sellers of, 3275 capital;and income of,

Art (street), 327 _
Author and poet (street), experience of, 301
Ballad minstrelsy in the streets, ancient and moderit, 295
Iallads (street) on a subject, 297
Back numbers, street sale of, 313
Beggar street-sellers, 403
statement of &, 460
Bectle wafers, street-sellers of, 435
Billingsgate, deseription of, 63
market, quantity and weight of fish sold in, 67
Blacking and black-lead, street-sellers of, 473
Blind street-seller of boot-laces, 439
——— female street-seller of small wares, 437
—— street-seller of tailors’ needles, 376
boot-lace seller, life of, 451
Book auctioneers (street), 820
Booksellers (strest), 316
experience of, 318
Books sold in the streets, character of, 317
(memorandum ) and almanacks, street sale of, 233
— (pocket) and diuries, street sale of, 233
—— (song), street sale of, 324
— (children’s), street sale of, 324
—— (guide), street sale of, 324
(account), street sale of, 325
Boot and stay-laces, street-sellers of, 435
Boys of the costermongers and thelr “ bunse,” 37
Braces, belis, hose, trouser-straps, and waistcoat, street-
sellers of, 431
Bread, street sale of, 186
Broadsheets, street-sellers of, 502
Buons (hot cross and Chelsea), street-sellers of, 213
Butter, cheese, and eggs, 135
Cake, street-sellers of, 199
(akes and tarts, street-sellers of, 208
Cards (engraved), street-sellers of, 285
(gelatine), street-sellers of, 236
—— (playing), street-sellers of, 286
(race) and lists of races, street-sellers of, 235
(short-hand), street-sellers of, 231
Card-counters, medals, &c., street-sellers.of, 332
(Cats’ and dogs' meat, street-sellers of, 189
Cement for giass and china, street-sellers of, 479
Chaunters, experience of, 240 -
Cheap John, or street hansellers, 356
life of a, 372 '
Chemical articles of manufacture, street-sellers of, 413
Chickweed and groundsell, street-sellers of, 159
Chiidren in low lodging-houses, 277 .
causes which influence them to take to a street
career, 524
as street-sellers sent out by parents, 537
Christmasing, lauyel, ivy, holly, and mistletoe, strect-
sellers of, 149
Cigar lights or fuzees, street-sellers of, 483
Cigars, street-sellers of, 493
- Cocks,” &e., 254 .

" Coffee-stall keepers,191

C%lﬁllc exhiblticns, magical deluslons, &c., street-sellers of,
Conundrums, street-sellers of, 309

Conveyances of costertnongers and other street-folk, 28
Corn-salve, street-sellers of, 476 ’
Costermongers, anclent calling of, 9

and other street-folk, number of, 6

—— capital of, 31

capital and income of, 31

~—— children, education of, 25

——— cries, rounds, and days of, 51

—— dlet and drink of, 54

donkeys of, 31

—— dress of, 53

earnings of, 56 |

educution of, 39

—— gambling of, 16

——— habiis and amusements of, 13

-—— homes of, 51

——— honesty of, 23

—— Juvenile trading of, 39

—— language of, 25

——— titerature of, 27

—— marlkets and trade rights of, 67

- =——— marriage and concubinuye o, 2

~—— nicknames of, 24
——— obsolete cries of, 10
-—— politics of, 22

Costermongers, providence and improvidence 3, 3=
rafiies of, 60

rellgion of, 23

removal from streefs of, 61

tricks of, 63

uneduncated state of, 24

Costermongering mechanics; 9

Costermongers and thieves, 43 . )

in bad weather and during the choiers, 3

on their country rounds, 55

the more provident, 48

economically donstdered, 10

Coster boy, hired, 539

Coster girls, 45

— glr], life of a, 47

lad, life of a, 41

education of, 33, 39,

Cozrigh-drops and 1edical confectionary, street-sellers of,

7
Country lodging-houses, 471
Crackers and detonating balls, street-sellers of, 480
Crippled seller of nutmeg-graters, 363
Crockery and glass ware, street-sellers of, 405
Covent-Garden market, 8
Curds and whey, street sale of, 202
Cutlery, street-sellers of, 314
Peath and fire hunters, 244
Dog-collars, street-sellers of, 396
Dog-collar seller, life of a, 397
Dolls, street-sellers of, 497
Drinkables, street sale of, 191
Duffers, or hawkers of pretended smuggled goods, 425
Eatables and drinkables, street-sellers of, 167
capital and Income of street-sellers of, 220
sums epent vearly upon, 220
Iilder wine (hot), street-sellers of, 199
Engravings in umbrelias, street-sellers of, 323
Female street-sellers, localities in which they reside, 516
education, state of, 516
dief of, 516
Fish, kind and quality of, sold in London, 63
season of the costermongers, 67
. 9:umually sold in the streets of London, gross value
of, T
(“dry™) seiling in the sireet, 79
frult and vegetables, stationary street-seliers of, 102
street-sellers of, 63
Flower-giris (London), 140
girls, life of, 142
roots, shrubs, and trees, quantity sold In the streets,

137
Flowers, buyers of those sold in the streets, 140
(cut and in pots), trees, shrubs, roots, seeds, and
branches, street-sellers of, 143
in pots, roots, street-sale of, 137
= cut,” quantity of, sold in streets, 143
trees, shrubs, table showing quantity of, sold whole
sale at markets, and retail in the streets, 137
Flower-girls, two orphan, 141
Fiv-papers, sireet-sellers of, 485
Torestalling markets and Biilingsgate bummarees, 7
French polish, sellers of, 477
Fried fish, sellers of, 173
preparation of, 173
zeller, experience and customers of, 175
Fruit (green) selling in the streets, 87
stall-keepers, 103
and vegetable season of costermongers, 85
and vegetables sold annually in London streets, gross
value of, 101
— strect-sellers of, 83
kind and quautity of, sold in the London sireets, £2
(home-grown), quantity sold in metropolifan mar-
kets, and proportion sold retail in streets, 80
foreign, 84
& dI‘)’," 85
¢ (zallows,” 1iterature of the streets, 302
(Gane, tabbits, and pouliry, sold in the streets, 126
Game hawker, experience of, 132
Ginger-beer seller, experience of, 196
sherbet and lemonade, street sale of, 196
Ginger-bread nuts, streut-sellers of, 211
Grease-removing compositions, strect-sellers of, 4756
Green-stuti, street-sellers of, 153 ’
Gutta-percha heads, street-sellers of, 484
Haberdashery swag-shops, 413
ITam-sandwich seller, experience of, 185
street-sellers of, 185

iy
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Hawkers, pedlars, and petty chapmen, 414

Hawking butcher, experience of, 134

Hot eels and pea-sonp man, experience of, 170

green-pea seller, experience of, 183

— areen-pens, street-seilers of, 188

«t House of Lords,” a-street-sellers’ defunct club, 404

Tces and ice-creams, street-sellers of, 2I8

Indecent (sham) street-trade, 256

1rish, canses which made them turn costermongers, 103

loging-houses for jmmigrauts, 117

« refuse ™ sellers, 123 e o

——— street diet, drink, and expense of living among, 119
e education, hterature,’ amusements, and politics of;

——— how they displanted the strect Jews in the orange
trade, 110

houses of, 115 .

— history of some of the sellers, 121

——Teligion of, 111 -- -

resources of, as regards stock, money, sickness;

burials, &c., 120 .

(street), 108 :

Irishwoman street-seller, an, 521

Jewellery street-seilers, 332

Lace, street-sellers of, 428

maker’s appeal, 404

Lavender, street sale of, 142

Literature, street-sellers of, 332

capital and income of, 332

T.ondon, children street-sellers of, 524

1.0t sellers, 439

Low lodging-houses of London, 269, 453

—— ¢f the country, 278 ]

filth, dishonesty, and immorality of; 272

Lucifer matches, siteet-sellers of, 451

Manufaciured articles, street-sellers of, 351

in metal, street-sellers of 252

AManuscript and other music, 331

Markets (the London street) on a Saturday night, 11

on a Sunday merning, 12

Alay, palm, &c., street sale of, 151

Mechanic's wife, a street-selier, 518

lilk sclling in St. James's-park, 201

street sale of, 202 .

Aiscellaneous manufactured articles, stroet-sellers of, 486

Aufin and crompet-selling in the streets, 214 _

Newspapers, buplks, &c., sale of, at railway ctations, 315

Wut selling in the streets, 83
Orphan girl, life of, 540

: ‘boy street-seller, 540

Onion selling in the streets, 99

Orange and lemon selling in the streets, 91

and nut market, 90

Oyster selling in the streets, T

Packman, statement of a, 421

Packmen or hawkers of soft wares, 419 .

Pastry and confectionary, street-sellers of, 205 .

Patterers, abodes, tricks, marriage, and charecteristics of
{he different grades of, 261

benefit society of, 250

former and present state of, 220

~—— habits, opinions, morals, and religlon of, 231

(running), 261

experience of, 235

——tecent experience of, 238

(standing), 218

experience of, 250

Pattering class, epitome of, 335

Pea-soup and hoteels, street-sellers of; 168

Pediar jeweller, 383

“ Ponny gaff,” 42

Peppermint water, street sale of, 201

I’eaxilgdxcals, pamphlets, tracts, books, &c., street-sellets of,

on the steamboats and steamboat piers, sale of, 314
periwinkle selling in the streets, 78
Pickpocket, statement of & youug, 456
Pietures in frames, street selling of, 330
Fieman, street, 205

« Pinners up,” or wall song sellers, 294
Pipes, street-sellers cf, 490

Plantain sellers, 156

Play-bills, street-sellers of, 311 -
Plum “dnff” or dough, street-sellers of, 207 »
Pocts and authors, street, 300

Poison for rais, 5U2

Political litanies, dialogues, &c., 252

Pot-herbs and celery, 100

Potatoes (baked), street trade in, 181 |

Poultry and game, street purchasers of, 131

h:_m'kers, statemnent of two, 132 -

(live and dead), game, Tabbits, butter, cheese, and
eggs, street-sellers of, 126 : ‘

X,

Poulfry, live, and yame, street sale of, 123

Prostitute, statement of a, 458

Public-house hawkers of meial sPoons, 330

Publishers and authors of street iterature, 234

Tuddings (boiled), street-seller of, 207

Rabbit selling in the.streets, 135

Razor-paste, street-sellers of, 479

Tleduced gentlewoman and & reduced tradesman,
sellers of stationery, 281

Religious tract-seilers, 250

Rhubarb and spice, street-sellers of, 504

Rice-milk, street-sellers of, 203

Rings and sovereigns for wagers, street-sellers of, 239

» Roasted chestnuts and apples, 94

1oulette-boxes, street-sellers of, 501
Runaway street-boys, two, 540

as street-

“ Sereevers,” or writers of bezging letters and petitions,

339

Second editions, sellexs of, 246

Seeds, sale of, 147

Shecp’s-trotter seller, statement of a; 170

Sheep’s-frotiers, street-sellers of, 176
preparation of, and quantity 014, 176

Snell-fish sellers in the streets, 75 _

Shrimp selling, 77 :

Single woman street-seiler, a, 817

¢ Slang* welghts and measures, 36

Small ware, street-sellers of, 427

Smithfield races, 29

Snuff-boxes, street-sellers of, 480

Song sellers (leng), 235

Songs, street-sellers of, 204

Spar, china ornaments, and stone truit; street-gellers of

410
Spectacle and eye-glasses, street-sellers of, 498
Sponge, street-sellers of, 434
Syrat selling in the streets, 73

Stationery, literature, and fine arts, stIeet-séllér of; 217

street-sellers of, 257, 306
Stationers (street), and street card sellers, 231
experience of, 237

capital and income of, 332

Stalls (street), character of, 103
number of, 102

Sticks (walking), street-sellers of, 437

¢ Strawing,” 255

Street children, amnsements of, 53%
clothing of, 532

~— dlet of, 331

——— dwelling-places 0f, 531
education of, 548

—— morals, religion, opinions of, 530
propensities of, 535

Street-folk in general and costermongers in particulai',

varietics of, &
Street-seller, “ neglected ¥ child, 533
Street-sellers, public meeting of, 107
Swag-barrowmen, 489 .
Swag-shops of the meiropolis, 36V .
Sweot-stuil, street-sellers und customers of, 218

strect sale of, 216 :

Table-covers (japanned), street-sellers of, 430
Tally packmen, 423
Tea, hawking of, 506
Textile fabrics, street-scllers of, 412
Thieves, meeting of, 466
Tinware, street-sellers of, 392
geller, life of, 323
Tobacco-boxes, street-sellers of, 490
Tools, street-sellers of, 369
Trees and shrubs, street sale of, 136
Trotting or hawking butchers, 183
Torf cutting and selling, 163 L
cutter, experience and customers of, 185
Vegetables, street sale of, 95
arlstocratic sale of, 85
«« yvic” gallery, 20
Ywandering tribes of this conntry, 3
in general, 4
v nsh-lenthers, street-sellers of, 495
Waste newspapers at Billingsgate, sale of, 314
Watches (childven’s gilt), street-sellers of: 39l
Wuter-ciess selling in Farringdon-market,

83
\Water-cresses,table showingthe quantity sold wholesale at

v wreen markets,” and retail in the streets, 103

streat-sellers of) 135

wWater-cress girl, 157

Water-carriers, 204 -

Whelks (pickled}, strect-seliers of, 171
purchasers of, 173 '

Whips, street-sellers of, 438

Widow, street-seller, o, 523

Women street-sellers, 511
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% 1.#% A FOUNDER OF “PUNCH” 7§ '
HENRY MAYHEW: The Street Trader’s Lot: London, 1851. Edited by ‘_j'.

STANLEY - RUBINSTEIN. Introduction by M. DOROTHY GEORGE.
Sylvan Press. 12s. 6d.- '

Mr. Rubinstein has revived in a very was half so big, and you couldn’t i
attractive way the memory of a for- credit the pleasure I- felt in going B
gotten writer of a century ago. Henry about it ”; and.the crippled “ street- f
Mayhew was variously described by seller of nutmeg-graters” might be
his contemporaries as “loveable, Wordsworth’s leech-gatherer,

jolly and coaxing,” as * indolent and I could have laughed myself to scorn te
impecunious but very temperate,” o find §
and, at the same time, of * inexhaust-  In that de,creplt Man so firm a mind. i
ible resource and humour,” as an . Mayhew’s own powers of (descrip-
“ outrageous joker,” and as a man tion were great; and it is when he is

P . ‘e rind describing what he saw—and smelt—
glitghht iad‘?:p blglg;lo‘sioa%) };lgcli‘gllggist“;gg with the fragments of the talk heard,
equal of John Stuart Mill and Her- that the reader too most clearly sees o
bert Spencer.” He was one of the and hears the living people. His -
founders of Punch, and he wrote a description of the shouting, whist- "
survey of the life of the London poor ling, sweating, suffocated crowd
in five volumes, From this survey Hghting its way into . the gallery
‘Mr. Rubinstein has chosen the lives. of the Vic—with the boys jump-
of the street traders. Mayhew not ing over the shouldefs at the door, :
only visited them and talked to them, doubling themselves.-mto balls, and o
and got them to talk to him, but per- rolling over the heads of the L
suaded them (he certainly must have Packed: audience—has something of
been “loveable and coaxing ™) to go (he misshapen energy of Hugo’s
to the photographers, and the en- description of the march of the faise .

» gravings here reproduced were mad_e.,_‘fflpples' o
from these photographs. Dr. Dorothy .
George says that they all have “a
heavy, brooding melancholy,” and
wisely suggests that this is in part due
to the long exposure before the
camera.. But they do not all have _ l
it. The Irish orange-seller has a look j
of robust contentment, with a smile o
very near. She might be Lavengro’s
own fruit-seller on London Bridge.

It was a rémarkable achievement
of Mayhew’s, this careful collecting of
intimate stories, and in presenting

. them he anticipated a later type of
journalism. He gives them as personal
interviews, or, as he says himself, “in
their own unvarnished language.” It
is “ unvarnished ” in a very relative
sense. He has omitted, he says, “ only
the oaths and the slang.” That is to
obscure a good deal of the portrait
with varnish. Apart from this, one

. knows how remote from the actual
conversation the modern printed T 5
interview . can be, and Mayhew’s rl
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; reported talks have, at times, some-
W thing of the same unnatural fluency.
. But the facts are there. They are
terrible enough. And Mayhew could
find the beauty behind the ugliness.
The “ blind bootlace seller’s  account
: of his delight, biind though he ‘was,
ol when he took to the open road is very
37 I __ moving—*“1 didn’t think the country
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London, 1851, ZEdited by
Introduction by M. DOROTHY (GEORGE.

The Street Trader’s Lot

12s. 6d.

STANLEY - RUBINSTEIN.

Sylvan Press.

TENRY MAYHEW
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uve table of S.S. and British Army
ranks, and a list of the accused and

their defending officers in the form of

an ever-accessible bookmarker.,
" This" book is one of 3 series of

- special Law Reports. It is not likely
- to reach a large public, to which in

any case its size and theme ‘will be
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Judge Advocate advised the court that
the revised version was a correct state-
ment of the law,

It will one day become possible to
embark on a comparative study of the
war crimes trials of the last three and
a half years, including trials held in
many different countries and in par-
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n B 8 o . Unattractive. The chief Interest lies ticular the series of twelve major trials
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| S @i = » and par r - eted. he proceedings of Britis
' o .mG#‘H‘anv | BOOKS ©  ment on International Law by Pro- %\_EEQ Ooczm will be mmcum wanting
® . K .MZE ARTS « . fessor Smith, who appeared for the ip ope respect: there is no judgment,
H . m: = defence, and for this the summing up, however
S wommm : o , Hu_.o?mmoﬁ Smith argued that what able, of the Judge Advocate is no
_ ~ M_wﬂmwm 20th Q§=u.em~.ma~..¥. ..un - went on in concentration camps,  substitute, .
m S _.ishing firm of oo , .
. B 2 ROBERT EISLER and Fric GEORGE  criminals, or the best way of collect:
o 3 nw o HART:  Winning the Peace. A ing reparations, or the principles of
el NGl . Comprehensive Policy.  Muller. the military occupation of Germany,
O =8 o 21s. : | all seem sadly faded and out of the
..m = : m This book must be regarded as one of picture. It is not that the problems (0T s o
| R S 2 . the casualties of the time-table of have been solved, but that they have S5 83858
| Tm“__ . A modern book production. It was completely changed their shape. and i 5,8.587% 75
R LS | ‘ o  Wwritten, as internal evidence shows, context, so that the solutions pro- 23 Wga 8
m D S Dth~26th 2 in 1945, most of it before the ending pounded by Dr, Eisler and Mr, Hart ;=2 "= So
3 Z) >< of hostilities, some after. The greater seem to belong to a different world; g2 @2E |
. o But . part of the notes refers to books and from that in which we live. Dr.;jss o -
D B SM , 2 articles published in 1944 or-early in Eisler’s name has long been associated } &y £ 3% o5
T.m” gﬁveﬁ AU-LE_W P 1945. Some time during 1946 further Wwith a theory of financial crises and ! tM& 8 §= -
| O - mu | . | S notes were added, distinguished from how to avoid them, a theory which } & 7.5 &:2 R
e .\Rammnu Hba&ef wW.1 c the original ones by a different has found . little support amongs " d ot 25
L mme : | = numbering, referring to events and orthodox financiers and economists, ; 2 2 wbm,lmI
| < MM* o . publications down to about the u_qu M%H_.ow is Howmwﬂwm in M:wc_u_oow.mcm g5 w“_
. " middle of 1946, Finall , there is a Dr. Fisler is one of those who believe ; , 0o=8 o |
d. . »ENOMW - 1INVH * H909 NVA wwmmaﬁ written in 1947 by the first that the adoption of a simple financial } = BE S e
A | _ author alone, recording the death of device—in this case a management of { ., ’Z o o 1@ 832
u,.. m i - ~ his collaborator in the autumn of interest rates—will render all other mm mnmncm z g
o~ . . - 1946, and adding that this precludes controls superfluous and enable the-
Loy / him from making any further amend- old system of free trade, free ex-:
N ments in a text agreed by both. What change and international markets to |

Ummumumbmﬁ.— between the SH_SBW of this revive and flourish in all its %.OHBGH
postscript and the appearance of the beneficent glory. Unfortunately these J
book in the first weeks of 1949 does financial panaceas seem generally to L I L A TN
not transpire ; but its belated publica- belong to the same world as the noble
tion is a testimony to the difficulty but utopian visions of universal peace
of arresting any process which has and International m_.mﬂmg.:% of nations i
once been set in motion, however Which Dr. Eisler conjures up to

slow, rather than to any useful commend his own scheme.

purpose which the book is now likely

to serve. The Alien Years, by Mrs. Sarah

Winning the Peace is one of a large Mabel Collins, due on March 21 from
‘class of books inspired by the war Hodder and Stoughton, is an account
which enjoyed a propular success and of the war years in Germany by an
played some part in forming public ‘Englishwoman who in 1938 went to
opinion about war aims, but quickly Berlin to marry an Austrian physicist.
ceased to be topical once the realities She describes how the early Nazi
of peace were upon us. Some of them victories were received and how a
may one day possess historical value. period of despair set in after the
But for the moment discussions on the attack on Russia and the heavy allied
rights and wrongs of trying war air offensive began.
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