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knew but the whole of the facts concerning
them, and their sufferings and feelings, our very
fears alone for the safety of the state would be
sufficient to make us do something in their behalf.
I am quite satisfied, from all 1 have seen, that
there are thousands in this great metropolis ready
to rush forth, on the least evidence of a rising of
the people, to commit the most savage and revolt-
ing excesses—men who have mo knowledge of
the government of the country but as an armed

despotism, preventing their earning their living.
and who hate all law, because it is made to appear

to them merely as an organised tyranny—inen,
too, who bave neither religious nor moral princi-

- ples to restrain the exercise of their grossest pas-

gions when once roused, and men who, from our
very neglect of them. are necessarily and essen-
tially the dangerous classes, whose existence we
either rail at or deplore.

The rate of increase among the street-traders it
is almost impossible to arrive at. The population
returns afford us no data for the calculation, and
the street-people themselves are unable to supply
the least information on the subject ; all they can
tell us is, that about 20 years ago they took a
guinea for every shilling that they get now. This
heavy reduction of their receipts they attribute to
the cheapness of commodities, and the necessity
to carry and sell a greater quantity of goods in
order to get the same profit, as well as to the in-
crease in the number of street-traders; but when
questioned as to the extent of such increase, their
answers are of the vaguest possible kind. Arrang-
ing the street-people, however, as we have done,
into three distinct classes, according to the causes
which have led to their induction into a street-
life, viz., those who are born and bred to the
streets—those who fake to the streets—and
those who are drizen to the streets, it is evident
that the main elements of any extraordinary in-
crease of the street-folk must be sought for among
the two latter classes. Among the first the in-
crease will, at the utmast, be at the same rate
as the ordinary increase of the population—viz.,
1% per cent. per anuum ; for the English coster-
mongers and street-traders in general appear to
be remarkable rather for the small than the large
number of their children, so that, even supposing
all the boys and girls of the street-sellers to be
brought up to the same mode of life as their
father, we could not thus account for any cror-
smous increase among the street-folk. With those,
however, who take to the streets from the love of
a “roving life,” or the desire to “shake a free
leg"—to quote the phrases of the men them-
selves—or are driven to the streets from an ina-
bility to obtain -employment at the pursuit to
which they have ‘been accustomed, the case is far
different,

That there is every day a greater difficulty for
working men to live by their labour—either from
the paucity of work, or from the scanty remunera-
tion given for it—surely no one will be disposed to
question when every one is crying out that the
country is over-populated. Such being the case, it
is evident that the number of mechanics in the
streets must be daily augmenting, for, as I have
before said, street-trading is the last shift of an un-
employed artizan to keep himself and his family
from the “ Union.” The workman out of work,
sooner than starve or go to the parish for relief,
takes to making up and vending on his own ac-
count the articles of his craft, whilst the underpaid
workman, sooner than-continue toiling from morn-
ing till midnight for a bare subsistence, resorts to
the easier trade of buying and selling. Again,
even among the less industrious of the working
classes, the general decline in wages has tended,
and is continually tending, to make their labour
more and maore irksome to them. There is a cant
abroad at the present day, that there is a special
pleasure in industry, and hence we are taught
to regard all those who ohject to work as apper-
taining to the class of natural vagabonds; but
where is the man among us that loves labour?
for work or labour is merely that which is irk-
some to perform, and which every man requires
a certnin amount of remuneration to induce him
to perform. If men really loved work they would
pay to be allowed to do it rather than re-
quire to be paid for doing it. That occupation
which is aureeable to us we call amusement, and
that and that only which is disagrecable we ferm
Jabour, or drudgery, according to the intensity of
its irksomeness, Hence as the amount of remu-
neration given by way of inducement to a man to
ao through a certain amount of work becomes re-
duced, so does the stimulus to work become wea-
kened, and this, through the declive of wages,
is what is daily taking place among us. Our ope-
ratives are continually -ceasing to be producers,
and passing from the creators of wealth into the
exchangers or distributors of it beconming mere
tradesnien, subsisting on the labour of other
people rather than their own, and so adding to
the very non-producers, the great mnumber of
whom is the miin cause of the poverry of those
who make all our nches. To teach a people
the difficulty of living by labour is to inculeate the
most dangerous of all lessous, and this is what
we are daily deiny. Our trading classes are in-
creasing at a most enormous rate, and so giving
rise to that exceed'ng competition, and conse-
guently, to that continual reduction of prices—all
of which must uitimately fall upon the working
man, This appe rs to me to be the main cause of
the increase of the London street people, and onz
for hich I candidly confess I see no remedy:,

OF THE STREET-SELLERS OF SECOND-HAND ARTICLES

I HAVE already treated of the street-commerce in
such things as are presented to the publicin the form
mwhich they are to be cooked, enten, drank, or-used.

They have comprised the necessaries, delicacies,
or luxuries of the ~ireet; they have heen either the

raw food or preparations ready cooked or mixed for
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immediate consumption, as in the case of t]e street
eatables and drinkables; or else they were the
Pproceeds of taste (or its substitute) in art or litera-
ture, or of usefulness or ingenuity in manufacture.

All these many objects of street-commerce may
be classified in one well-known word ; they are
bought and sold Jirst-hand. T have next to deal
with the second-Land sellers of our streets; and
in this division perhaps will be found more that is
novel, curious, and interesting, than in that just
completed,

Mr. Babbage, in his « Economy of Machinery
and Manufactures,” says, concerning the employ-
ment of materials of little value: «The worn-out
saucepan and tin-ware of our kitchens, when beyond
the reach of the tinker's art, are not utterly worth-
less. We sometimes meet carts loaded with old
tin kettles and worn-out iron coal-skuttles traver-
sIng our streets. These have not yet completed
their useful course; the less corroded paris are
cut into strips, punched with smal] holes, and
varnished with a° coarse black varnish for the use
of the trunk-maker, who protects the edges and
angles of his boxes with them ; the remainder are
conveyed to the manufacturing chemists in the
outskirts, who employ them in combination with
pyroligneous acid, in making a black dye for the
use of calico-printers.”

Mr. Babbage has here indicated one portion
of the nature of the sireet-trade in second-
hand articles—the application of worn-out mate.
rials to a new purpose.  But this second-hand
commerce of the streets—for 5 street-commerce it
mainly is, both in selling and buyving—has a far
greater extent than that above indicated, and many
ramifications. Under the present head I shajl
treat only of street sellers, unless when g street
Purchase may be so intimately connected with 2
street sale that for the better understanding of the
subject it may be necessary to sketch both, Of
the STREET-Buyerg and the STREET-FINDERS,
or COLLECTORS, both connected with the second-
hand trade, I shall treat separately,

InLondon, where many, in order to live, struggle
to extract a meal from the possession of an article
which seems utterly worthless, nothing must be
wasted. Many a thing which in a couniry town
is kicked by the penniless out of their path even,
or examined and lef: as meet only for the scavenger’s
cart, will in Londog be snatched up as 5 prize ; it
is money’s worth, A crushed and torn bonnet, for
instance, or, better still, an old hat, napless, shape-
less, crownless, and brimless, will be picked up in
the street, angd carefully placed in a bag with
similar things by one class of street-folk—the
STREET-FINDERS. Ang to tempt the well-to-do to
sell their second-hand goods, the street-trader
offers the barter of shapely china or shining glass
vessels ; or blooming*fuchsias or fragrant geraninms
for « the rubbish,” or else, in the 8pirit of. the
hero of the fairy tale, he exchanges, “ new lampg
for old.”

Of the street sale of second-hangd articles, with
all the collateral o incidental matter bearing im-
niediately on the subject, T shall treat under the
following heads, or unger such heads ag really

constitute the staple of the business, dismissing
such as may be trifling or exceptional.  Of thege
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traflickers, then, there are five classes, the nmere

enumeration of the objects
curious enough :—

1. The Strect-Sellers of Old Metal Asticles, such
as knives, forks, and butchers’ steels ; saws, ham-
mers, pincers, files, serew-drivers, planes, chisels,
and other tools (more
workers in wood than of other artisans) ; old
scissors and shears ; locks, keys, and hinges ;
shovels, fire-irons, trivets, chimney—cranes, fen-
ders, and fire-guards ; warming-pans (but rarely
now) ; flat and Italian irons, curling-tongs ; rings,
horse-shoes, and nails ;
trays, and canisters ; pewter measures ; scales and
weights ; bed-screws and keys; candlesticks and
snutfers ; niggards, generally called niggers (@ e,
false bottoms for grates) ; tobaceo and snuffhoxer
and  spittoons ; door-plates, numbers, knockers,
and escutcheons ; dog-collars and dog-chains (and
other chains) ; gridirons ; razors; coffee-mills ;
lamps; swords and daggers; gun and Ppistel-
barrels and locks (and occasionally the entire
weapon) ; bronze and cast metal figures ; table,
chair, and sofa castors ; bell-pulls and bellg ; the
larger buckles and other metal (most frequently
brass) articles of harnesg furniture ; compositors™
sticks (the depositories of the type in the first
instance) ; the multifarious kinds of tin-wares ;
stamps ; cork-screws ; barrel-taps ; ink-stands ; o
multiplicity of culinary vessels and of old metal Jids;
footmen, broken machinery, and parts of machinery,
as odd wheels, and screws of all sizes, &e., &e.

2. The Street-Sellers of Old Linen, Cotton, and
Woollen Aiticles, such as old sheeting for towels H
old curtains of dimity, muslin, cotton, or moreen 5
carpeting ; blanketing for house-scouring cloths ;
ticking for beds and pillows ; sacking for different
purposes, according to its substance and quality ;

of their traffic being

fringes ; and stocking-legs for the supply of “ job-

bing worsted,” and for re-footing,

I may here observe that in the street-trade,
second-hand linen or cotton is often made to pay
a double debt. The shirt-collars sold, sometimes
to a considerable extent ang very cheap, in the
street-markets, are made out of linen which has
previously been used in some other form; so is it
with white waistcoats and other habiliments, (7
the street-folk who veng such wares I shall speak
chiefly in the fourth division of this subject, viz, the
second-hand street-sellers of miscellaneous articles,

3. The Street-Sellers of Old Glass and Croclery,
including the variety of bottles, odd, or in sets,
or in broken Sets; pans, pitchers, wash-hand
basins, and other crockery utensils ; china ornz-
ments ; pier, convex, and toilet glasses (often
without the frames) ; pocket ink-bottles ; wine,
beer, and liqueur glasses ; decanters ; glass fish-
bowls (oceasionally) ; salt-cellars; sugar.hasins H
and lamp and gas glasses,

4. The Street-Sellers of Miscellancons Articles.
These are such as cannot properly be classed under
any of the three preceding heads, and include a
mass of miscellaneous commodities ; Accordions
and other musical nstruments ; brushes of all

frequently those of the

coffee and tea-pots, urns,

. descriptions ;

X

J tee-totums, and similar playthings ; ladies’ head-
1 combs ;
- : nets; reins, and other parts of cart, gig, and
3 “two-horse ” harness ;
i ends ” of old leather,

- be described,”

;| women’s, boys', girls’, and infants’ ire : as %
4-as hats, caps, gloves, belts, and stockings } shirts
i .and  shirt-fronts cerch
- i stocks, and neck-ties; furs, snch as victorines,
-] boas, tippets, and edgings ; beavers and bonnets ;
i
[
{;l things at one time thought indispensable to every
=] wellnurtured
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shaving-boxes and razor-strops ;
baskets of many kinds ; stufled birds, with and
- without frames; pictures, with and without
frames ; desks, work-loxes, ten-cadfiles, and
. many articles of old furniture; boot-jacks and
" hooks- .shoe-horns ; cartouche-boxes ; pocket and
; opera glasses ; rules, and measures in frames ;
" backgammon, and chess or draught boarc}s and
~men, and dice; boxes of dominoes ; cribbage-
- boards and boxes, sometimes with old packs of
» cards ; pope-boards (hoards used in playing the

"5 game of ¢ Pope,” or “Pope Joan,” though rarely
.} seen now); “ fish,”

- i or mother of pearl
* {occasionally
. | faded things,

or card counters of hone, ivory,
(an equal rarity); microscopes
5 an extensive variety of broken or
new or long kept, such as magic-

i Janterns, dissected maps or histories, &e., from the

-2
1

-1 toy warehouses and

shops: Dutch clocks; bareo-
¢ meters; wooden trays; shells > music and books

% {the latter being often odd volumes of old novels) ;

umbrellas and parasols ; fishing-rods and

boxes full of “odds and
such as water-pipes; and a
1 mass of imperfect metal things, which had “ better
said an old dealer, “as from a
i needle to an anchor.”
1 5. The Street-Sellers of Old Apparel, including
; ihe body habiliments, constituting alike men’s,
attire : as well

(“dickeys ™) ; handkerchiefs,

v

iand the other several, and somectimes not easily
: describable, articles which constitute female fashion-
:.able or ordinary wear,

I may here observe, that of the wares which
portion of the stock of the street-
divisions, but which

ity L ' e e L

r onee formed a
4 gellers of the fourth and fifih
< are now no longer objects of street sale, were, till
7 within the Iast few years, fans ; back and shoulder
iboards (to make girls grow straight !); several

child, such as a coral and bells ;

1

:

i‘{jsplrit of the early

mi

lf i3

£3 I the estimatiop of some,

belts, sashes, scabbards, epaulettes, feathers op

Plumes, harq leather stocks, and other indications
the volunteer, militia, and general military

part of the present century,

_ Before Proceeding immediately with my sub-
Ject, I may say a few words concerning what is,
a second-hand matter.
allude to the many uses to which that which is
4 Tegarded, and indeed termed, “ offal,” or ““ refuse,”
o “waste,” i3 put in a populous city. This may
f)e evidenced in the multiform uses to which the
Aol ? of the animals which are slaughtered for
“4°0Ur use are put. It is still more curiously shown
i the vses of the offal of the animals which are
illed, not for oy use, but for that of our dogs
13 eats; ang to this part of the subject I chall
Tore especially confine the remarks I have to
. -{Make, My observations on the uses of other
i Vaste articles will be found in another place.

Sy
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What in the butcher's trade is considered the
offal of a bullock, was explained by Mr, Deputy
Hicks, before the last Select Committee of the
House of Commons on Smithfield Market ; “ The
carcass,” he said, “as it hangs clear of everything
else, is the carcass, and all else constitutes the
offal,”

The carcass may be Dbriefly termed the four -
quarters, whereas the offul then comprises the
hide, which in the average-sized bullock that ig
slaughtered in London is worth 12s.; but with the
hide are sold the horns, which are worth about
10d. to the comb-makers, who use them to make
their “ tortoise-shel] ” articles, and for similar
purposes.  The hoofs are worth 24, to the glue-
makers, or prussiate of potash manufacturers,
What “ comes out of 2 bullock,” to use the trade
term, is the liver, the lights (or lungs), the stomach,
the intestinal canal (sometimes 36 yards when
extended), and the gall duct. These portions,
with the legs (called *feet” in the trade), form
what is styled the tripe-man’s portion, and are
disposed of to him by the butcher for 5s. 64,
Separately, the value of the liver is 8., of the
lights, 6d. (both for dogs'-meat), and of the legs
which are worked into tooth-brush  handles,
dominoes, &ec., 1s. The remaining 3s. 4d. is the
worth of the other portion. The heart averages
rather more than 1s.; the kidneys the same; the
head, 1s. 9d. ; the blood (which is “let down the
drain ” in all but the larger slaughtering houses)
13d.(being 8d. for 9 gallons) ; the tallow (7 stone)
14s.; and the tail, I was told, * from nothing to
2s.,” averaging about 6d. ; the tongue, 2s. 6.
Thus the offul sells, altogether, first hand, for
1{. 18s. 6d.

I will now show the uses to which what is far
more decidedly pronounced offal,” and what is
much more “ second-hand ” in popular estimation,
viz,, a dead horse, is put, and even a dead horse’s
offal, and I will then show the difference in this
curious trade between the Parisian and London
horse offal.

The greatest horse-slaughtering establishments
in France are at Montfaucon, a short distance
from the capital. When the animal has been
killed, it is “cut up,” and the choicer portions of
the flesh are eaten by the work-people of the
establishment, and by the hangers-on and jobbers
who haunt the locality of such places, and are
often men of a desperate character. The rest of
the carcass is sold for the feeding of dogs, cats,
Pigs, aud poultry, a portion being also devoted to
purposes of manure. The flesh on a horse of
dverage size and fatness is 350 Ibs., which sells
for 10 125. 6d.  But this is only one of the uses of
the dead animal,

The skin is sold to a tauner for 10s, 6d. The
hoofs to a manufacturer of sal ammonia, or similar
preparations, or of Prussian blue, or to a comb or
toy-maker, for 1s. 4d. The old shoes and  the
shoe-nails are worth 2)d.  The hair of the mane
and tail realizes 11d.  The tendons are disposed
of, either fresh or dried, to glue-makers for 3d.—
a pound of dried tendons (separated from the
muscles) being about the average per horse. The
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bones are bought by the turners, cutlers, fan-
makers, and the makers of ivory black and sal

ammoniac, 90 Ibs, being an average weight of the

animal’s bones; and realizing 2s. The intestines
¢ wrought into the different preparations required of
. the gut-makers, or for manure, are worth 2d.

The blood is used by the sugar-refiners, and by
the fatteners of poultry, pigeons, and turkeys
(which devour it greedily), or else for manure.

. When required for manure it is dried—20 lbs, of
dried blood, which is the average weight, being
worth 1s. 9d. The fat is removed from the car-
cass and melted down. Itisin demand for the
making of gas, of soap, and (when very fine) of—
bear’s grease ; also for the dubbing or grease
applied to harness and to shoe-leather. This fat
when consumed in lamps communicates a greater
-portion of heat than does oil, and is therefore
preferred by the makers of glass toys, and by
enamellers and polishers. A horse at Montfaucon
has been known to yield 60 lbs. of fat, but this is
an extreme case ; a yield of 12 lbs, is the produce
of a horse in fair condition, but at these slaughter-
houses there are so many lean and sorry jades
that S 1bs. may be taken as an average of fat, and
at a value of 6d. per Ib. Nor does the list end
here ; the dead and putrid flesh is made to teem
with life, and to produce food for other living
creatures, A pile of pieces of flesh, six inches in
height, layer on layer, is slightly covered with hay
or straw ; the flies soon deposit their eggs in the
attractive matter, and thus maggots are bred, the
most of which are used as food for pheasants, and
in a smaller degree of domestic fowls, and as baits
for fish. These maggots give, or are supposed to
give, a “game flavour” to poultry, and a very
“high” flavour to pheasants. One horse’s flesh
thus produces maggots worth 1s. 5d. The total
amount, then, realized on the dead horse, which

may cost 10s. 6d., is as follows :—
£ s d
The flesh . . . 112 6
The skin . . . 010 6
The hoofs . . . 0 1 4
The shoes and nails . 0 0 2%
The mane and tail . 0 0 13
The tendons . . 0 0 3
The bones . . . 0 2 0
The intestines . . 0 0 2
The blood . ; . 0 1 9
The fat . . . 0 4 0
The maggots . .. 0 1 5
£214 3

The carcass of a French horse is also made
available in another way, and which relates to a
subject T have lately treated of—the destruction of
rats; but this is not a regularly-accruing emolu-
ment. Montfaucon swarms with rats, and to kill
them the carcass of a horse is placed in a room,
into which the rats gain access through openings in
the floor contrived for the purpose. At night the

Tats are lured by their keenness of scent to the
room, and lured in numbers; the openings are
then closed, and they are prisoners.

15,000 were killed in four weeks.

In one room

The Paris

furriers gave from three to four francs for 100

skins, so that, taking the average at 3s. of eur =

money, 16,000 rat-skins would return 24/, _r

In London the uses of the dead horse’s flesh, .
bones, blood, &e¢., are different.

Horse-flesh is not—as yet—a portion of human
food in this country. In a recent parliamentary
inquiry, witnesses were examined as to whether
horseflesh was used by the sausage-makers,

There was some presumption that such might be : °
I found, how- { -

the case, but no direct evidence.
ever, among butchers who had the best means of
knowing, a strong conviction that such was the
case. One highly-respectable tradesman told me
he was as certain of it as that it was the month
of June, though, if called upon to produce legal

evidence proving either that such was the sausage- |
makers’ practice, or that this was the monthof | :

June, he mizht fail in both instances.
I found among street-people who dealt in pro-

visions a strong, or, at any rate, a strongly-ex- |

pressed, opinion that the tongues, kidneys, and
hearts of horses were sold as those of oxen. One

man told me, somewhat triumphantly, as a result |-

of his ingenuity in deduction, that he had thoughts
at one time of trying to establish himself in 2
cats’-meat walk, and made inguiries into the nature
of the calling : “I'm satisfied the osses’ arts,” he
said, “1is sold for beasteszes’; ‘cause you see, sir,

there’s nothine as ud be better liked for favowr ! :

[=

ite cats and pet dogs, than a nice piece of "art, but |
ven do you see the osses’ ‘arts on a barrow? If| !

they don’t go to the cats, vere does they go to!
Vy, to the Christians.”

I am assured, however, by tradesmen whose{ :
interest (to say nothing of other considerations)i ~
would probably make them glad to expose snch |, -
practices, that this substitution of the equine forj:
the bovine heart is not attempted, and is hardly . .

possible.  The bullock’s heart, kidneys, and
tongue, are so different in shape (the heart, more
especially), and in the colour of the fat, while the |

rough tip of the ox’s tongue is not found in thatef }
g1 up 8 ‘

the horse, that this second-hand, or offal kind of
animal food could not be palmed off upon any one |

who had ever purchased the heart, kidneys, orf -

tongue of an ox. “ If the horse’s tongue be used
as a substitute for that of any other,” said one
butcher to me, “it is for the dried reindeer’s—
a savoury dish for the breakfast table I” Since

writing the above, I have had convincing proef} - |
given me that the horses’ tongues are cured and{..

sold as “neats.” The heart and kidneys are als

palmed, I find, for those of oxen i ! Thus, in on¢ ! =
respect, there is a material difference between | .:
the usages, in respect of this food, between Pars[ -

. - ."

and London.

One tradesman, in a large way of business—' "
with many injunctions that I should make mo; =
allusion that might lead to his being known, as he .=

said it might be his ruin, even thongh he never.

]

slaughtered the meat he sold, but was, in fact, 3} |
dead salesman or a vendor of meat consigned 1
him—one tradesman, I say, told me that he fan-{"
cied there was an unscasonalle objection to the| s
eating of horse-flesh amony us. The horse wis: £
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auite as dainty in his food as the ox, he was
quite as graminivorous, and shrunk more, from a
nicer sense of smell, from anything pertaining to a
contact with animal food than did the ox. The
principal objection lies in the number of diseased
horses sold at the knackers. My informant rea-
soned only from analogy, as he had never tasted

" horseflesh ; but a great-uncle of his, he told me,
*. had relished it highly in the peninsular war.

The uses to which a horse’s carcass are put in
London are these :—The skin, for tanning, sells for
6s. as a low average; the hoofs, for glue, are
worth 2d. ; the shoes and nails, 15d. ; the mane
and tail, 134.; the bones, which in London (as
it was described to me) are “cracked up” for
nanure, bring ls. 6d.; the fat is melted down
and used for cart-grease and common harness
oil ; one persen acquainted with the trade thought
that the average yield of fat was 10 lbs. per
horse (*taking it low”), another that it was
12 lbs. (“ taking it square”), so that if 11 Ibs.
he accepted as an average, the fat, at 2d. per lb.,
would realize 1s. 104, Of the tendons no use is
made ; of the blood none; and no maggots are
reared upon putrid horse-flesh, but a butcher, who
1ad been twenty years a farmer also, told me that
ie knew from experience that there was nothing
so good as maggois for the fattening of poultry,
and he thought, from what I told him of maggot-
breeding in Montfaucon, that we were behind the
Erench in this respect,

Thus the English dead horse—the vendor re-
ceiving on an average 1[/. from the knacker,—
realizes the following amount, without including
the knacker’s profit in disposing of the flesh to
the cats“meat man; but computing it merely at
2l. we have the subjoined receipts :—

£ s d
The flesh (averaging 2 cwt.,
sold at 23d. perlb, . .2 00
The skin . . . . 0 6 0
The hoofs . . . . 0 0 2
The shoes and nails 0 0 1i
The bones . . 0 1 6
The fat . . 0 110
The tendons . 0 0 0
The tongue, &ec. . . ?
The blood . . . .00 0
The intestines . . .00 0
£2 9 71

The French dead horse, then, is made a source
of nearly 5s. higher reteipt than the English.
On my inquiring the reason of this difference, and
why the blood, &c., were not made available, I
was told that the demand by the Prussian blue
manufacturers and the sugar refiners was so fully
supplied, and over-supplied, from the great cattle
slanghter-houses, that the private butchers, for the
trifling sum to be gained, let the blood be wasted.
One bullock slaughterer in Fox and Knot-yard,
who Kills 180 cattle in a week, receives only 1.
fo{: the blood of the whole number, which is re-
ceived in a well in the slaughter-house, The
amount paid for blood a few year’s hack was more
than double its present rate, Under these circum-

stances, I was told, it would be useless trying to
turn the wasted offal of a horsze to any profitable
purpose. There is, I am told, on an average,
1000 horses slaughtered every week in London,
and this, at 20, 10s. each animal, would malke the
value of the dead horses of the metropolis antount
to 130,000 per annun.

Were it not that I might be dwelling too-long
on the subject, I might point out how the offal of
the skins was made to subserve other purposes from
the Bermondsey tan-yards ; and how the parings
and scrapings went to the makers of glue and size,
and the hair to the builders to mix with lime,
&ec., &e,

I may instance another thing in which the
worth of what in many places is valneless refuse
is exemplified, in the matter of ** waste,” a3 waste
paper is always called in the trade. Paper in all
its glossiest freshness is but a reproduction of what
had become In some measure * waste,” viz. the
rags of the cotton or linen fabric after serving their
original purpose. There is a body of men in
London who occupy themselves entirely in col-
lecting waste paper. It is no matter of what kind ;
a small prayer-book, a once perfumed and welcome
love-note, lawyers' or tailors’ bills, acts of parlia-
ment, and double sheets of the Z¥mes, form portions
of the waste dealer’s stock. Tons upon tons are
thus consumed yearly. Books of every descrip-
tion are ingredients of this waste, and in every
language ; modern poems or pamphlets and old
romances (perfect or imperfect), Shakespeare,
Moliére, Bibles, music, histories, stories, magazines,
tracts to convert the heathen or to prove how
easily and how immensely our national and indivi-
dual wealth might be enhanced, the prospectuses
of a thousand companies, each certain to prove a
mine of wealth, schemes to pay off the national
debt, or recommendations to wipe it off, auctioneers’
catalogues and long-kept letters, children’s copy-
books and last century ledgers, printed effusions
which have progressed no further than the unfolded
sheets, uncut works and books mouldy from age—
all these things are found in the insatiate bag of
the waste collector, who of late has been worried
because he could not supply enongh ! ¢ I dont
know how it is, sir,” said one waste collector, with
whom I had some conversation on the subject of
street-sold books, with which business he was also
connected, “ I can’t make it out, but paper gets
scarcer or else I'm out of Juck. Just at this time
my family and me really couldn’t live on my waste
if we had to depend entirely unpon it.”

T am assured that in no place in the world is
this traffic carried on to anything approaching the
extent that it is in London. When I treat of the
strect-buyers I shall have some curious information
to publish on the subject. I do but allude fo it
here as one strongly illustrative of “second-hand”
appliances.

OF THE STREET-SELLERS OF DECOXD-HAXND
METAL ARTICLES,

I HAVE in the preceding remarks specified the
wares sold by the vendors of the second-hand
articles of metal manufacture, or (as they are
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called in the streets) the “old metal” men. The
several articles I have speciiled may never be all
found at one time upon one stall, but they are
all found on the respective stalis. ‘¢ Aye, sir,”
said one old man whom I conversed with, “and
there s more things every now and then comes to
the stalis, and there used to be still more when I
were young, but I can’t call them all to mind, for
times is worse with me, and so my memory fails,
But there used to be a good many bayonets, and
iron tinder-boxes, and steels for striking lights; I
can remember them.”

Some of the seliers have strong heavy barrows,
which they whee] from street to street. As this
requires a considerable exertion of strength, such
part of the trade is carried on by strong men,
generally of the costermongering class. The
weight to be propelled is about 800 lbs.  Of this
class there are now a few, rarely more than halfa-
dozen, who sell on commission in the way I have
described concerning the swag-barrowmen.

These are the ““old metal swags” of street
classification, but their remuneration is less fixed
than that of the other swag-barrowmen. Itissome-
times a quarter, sometimes a third, and some-
times even a half of the amount taken. The
men carrying on this traffic are the servants of
the marine-store dealers, or vendors of old metal
articles, who keep shops. If one of these people
be “lumbered up,” that is, if he find his stock
increase too rapidly, he furnishes a barrow, and
sends a man into the streets with it, to sell what
the shopkeeper may find to be excessive, Some-
times if the tradesman can gain only the merest
trifle more than he could gain from the people
who buy for the melting-pot, he is satisfied.

There is, or perhaps was, an opinign prevalent
that the street “ old metals” in this way of busi-
ness got rid of stolen goods in such a manner as
the readiest mode of sale, some of which were
purposely rusted, and sold at almost any price,
so0 that they brought but a profit to the “fence,”
whose payment to the thief was little more than
the price of old mstal at the foundryv. I under-
stand, however, that this course is not now pur-
sued, nor is it likely that it ever was pursued to
any extent. The street-seller is directly under
the eye of the police, and when there i3 a search
for stolen goods, it is mot very likely that they
would be paraded, however battered or rusted for
the purpose, before men who possessed descriptions
of all goods stolen. Until the establishment of
the present system of police, this might have been
an occasional practice.  One street-seller had even
heard, and he ““ had it from the man what did it,”
that 2 last-maker’s shop was some’ years back
broken into in the expectation that money would
be met with, but none was found ; and as the
thieves could not bring away such heavy lumbering
things as lasts, they cursed their ill-luck, and
brought away such tools as they could stow about
their persuns, and cover with their Joose great
coats, These were the large knives, fixed to

swivels, and resembling a small seythe, used by
the artizan fo rough hew the block of beech-
wood ; and a variety of excellent rasps and files

(for they must be of the hest), necessary for the
completion of the last. These very tools were, in
ten days after the robbery, sold from a strest.
barrow,

The second-hand metal geoods are sold from
stalls as well as from barrows, and these stalls are
often tended by women whose husbands may be
in some other branch of street-commerce. One of
these stalls I saw in the care of a stout eldetly
Jewess, who was fast asleep, nodding over her
locks and keys., She was awakened by the
passing policeman, lest her stock should be pil-
fered by the boys: “ Come, wake up, mother, and
shake yourself,” he said, “I shall catch a weazel
asleep next.”

Some of these barrows and stalls are heaped
with the goods, and some are very scantily sup-
plied, but the barrows are by far the best stocked.
Many of them (especially the swag) look like
collections of the different stages of rust, from its
Incipient spots to its full possession of the entire
metal. But amongst these seemingly useless
things there is a gleam of brass or plated ware.
On one barrow I saw an old brass door-plate, on
which was engraven the name of a late learned
judge, Baron B—— ; another had formerly an-
nounced the residence of a dignitary of the church,
the Rev. Mr. .

The second-hand metal-sellers are to be secen
in all the street-markets, especially on the Saturday
nights; also in Poplar, Limehouse, and the Com-
mercial-road, in Golden-lane, and in Old-street
and Old-street-road, St. Luke’s, in Hoxton and
Shoreditch, in the Westminster Broadway, and
the Whitechapel-road, in Rosemary-lane, and in
the district where perhaps every street calling is
pursued, but where some special street-trades
seem peculiar to the genius of the place, in Petti-
coat-lane, A person unacquainted with the last-
named locality may have formed an opinion that
Petticoat-lane is merely a lane or street. But
Petticoat-lane gives its name to a little district.
1t embraces Sandys-row, Artillery-passage, Artil-
lery-lane, Frying-pan-alley, Catherine Wheel-
alley, Tripe-yard, Fisher's-alley, Wentworth-
street, Harper's-alley, Marlborough-court, Broad-
place, Providence-place, Ellison-street, Swan-court,
Little Love-court, Hutchinson-street, Little Mid-
dlesex-street, Hebrew-place, Boar’s-head-yard,
Black-horse-yard, DMiddlesex-street, Stouey-lane,
Meeting-house-yard, Gravel-lane, White street,

‘Cutler-street, and Borer’s-lane, until the wayfarer

emerges into what appears the repose and spa-
ciousness of Devonshire-square, Bishopsgate-street,
up Borer's-lane, or into what in the contrast
really looks like the aristocratic thoroughfare of
the Aldgate High-street, down Middlesex-street;
or into Houndsditeh through the halls of the Old
Clothes Exchange.

All these narrow streets, lanes, rows, pas-
sages, alleys, yards, courts, and places, are the
sites of the street-trade carried on in this quarter.
The whole neighbourhood rings with street cries,

‘many uttered in those strange east-end Jewish

tones which do not sound like Inglish, Mixed
with the incessant invitations to buy Hebrew
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dainties, or the ¢ sheepest pargains,” is occasion-
ally heard the gutt'ural_r utterance of the Erse
tongue, for the “native 1r1§h,’ a3 they are some-
times called, are in possession of some portion of
the street-traffic of Petticoat-lane, the original Rag
Fair. The savour of the place is moreover peculiar,
There is fresh fish, and dried fish, and fish being
fried in a style peculiar to the Jews; there is the
fustiness of old clothes; there is the odour from
the pans on which (still in the Jewish fashion)
frizzle and hiss pieces of meat and onions; pud-
dings are boiling and enveloped in steam; cakes
with strange names are hot from the oven ; tubs
of big pickled cucumbers or of onions give a sort
of acidity to the atmosphere ; lemons and oranges
abound ; and altogether the scene is not only such
as can only be seen in London, but only such as
can be seen in this one part of the metropolis.

When I treat of the street-Jews, I shall have
information highly curious to cominunicate, and
when I come to the fifth division of my present
ubject, I shall more particularly describe Petticoat-
Iane, as the head-quarters of the second-hand
clothes business.

I have here allnded to the character of this
quarter a8 being one much resorted to formerly,
and still largely used by the sellers of second-
hand metal goods. Here I was informed that a
strong-built man, known as Jack, or (appropriately
enough) as Iron Jack, had, until his death six or
seven years ago, one of the best-sfocked barrows
in London, This, in spite of remonstrances, and
by a powerful exercise of his strength, the man
Lifted, as it were, on to the narrow foot-path,
and every passer-by had his attention directed
almost perforce to the contents of the barrow, for
he must make a “ detour” to advance on his way.
One of this man’s favourite pitches was close to
the lofty walls of what, before the change in their
charter, was one of the East India Company's
vast warehouses. The contrast to any one who
indulged a thought on the subject—and there is
great food for thought in Petticoat-lane—was
striking enough. Here towered the store-house
of costly teas, and silks, and spices, and indigo ;
while at its foot was carried on the most minute,
and apparently worthless of all street-trades, rusty
screws and mails, such as only few would care to
pick up in the street, being objects of earnest
bargaining !

An experienced man in the- business, who
thought he was “ turned 50, or somewhere about
that,” gave me the following account of his trade,
his customers, &e.

“I’ve been in most street-trades,” he said, “and
was born to it, like, for my mother was a rag-
gatherer—not a bad business once—and I helped
her. I never saw my father, but he wasa soldier,
and it’s supposed lost his life in foreign parts.
No, I don’t remember ever having heard what
foreign parts, and it don’t matter. Well, perhaps,
this is about as tidy a trade for a bit of bread as
any that’s going now. Perhaps selling fish may
be better, but that’s to a man what knows fish
well. T can't say I ever did. I’m more a dab
at cooking it (with a laugh). I like a bloater best

on what '3 an Irish gridiron. Do you know what
that is, sir? I know, though I’m not Irish, but
I married an Irish wife, and as good a woman as
ever was a wife. It’s done on the tongs, sir, laid
across the fire, and the bloater’s laid across the
tongs. Some says it’s hest turned and turned
very quick on the coals themselves, but the tongs
is best, for you can raise or lower.” [My infor-
mant seemed interested in his account of this and
other modes of cookery, which I need not detail.]
“This is really a very trying trade. O, I mean
it tries a man’s patience so. Why, it was in
Easter week a man dressed like a gentleman—bhut
I don’t think he was a real gentleman—Ilooked
out some bolts, and a hammer head, and other
things, odds and ends, and they cume to 10id.
He said he’d give 6d. ‘Sixpence !’ says I;  why
d’you think I stole’em?’ ¢Well, says he, ¢if
I didn’t think you’d stole ’em, I shouldn’t have
come to youw.” I don’t think he was joking,
Well, sir, we got to high words, and I aid, * Then
I'm d—d if you have them for less than 1s.’
And a bit of a erowd began to gather, they was
most boys, but the plliceman came up, as slow as
you please, and so my friend flings down 1s., and
puts the things in his pocket and marches off,
with a few boys to keep him company. That’s
the way one’s temper ’s tried. Well, it ’s hard to
say what sells best. A latch-lock and keys goes
off quick., I’ve had them from 2d. to 6d.; but
it’s only the lower-priced things as sells now in
any trade. Bolts is a fairish stock, and so is all
sorts of tools, Well, not saws so much as such
things as screwdrivers, or hammers, or choppers,
or tools that if they ’re rusty people can clean up
theirselves. Saws ain't so easy to manage ; bed-
keys is good. No, I don’t clean the metal up
unless it’s very bad ; I think things don’t sell so
well that way. People’s jealous that they ’re
just done up on purpose to deceive, though they
may cost only 1d. or 2d. There’s that cheese-
cutter now, it’s getting rustier and there’ll be
very likely a better chance to sell it, This is how
it is, sir, I know. You see if a man’s going to
buy old metal, and he sees it all rough and rusty,
he says to himself, ¢ Well, there’s no gammon
about it; I can just see what it is’ Then folks
like to clean up a thing theirselves, and it’s as if
it was something made from their own cleverness.
That was just my feeling, sir, when I bought old
metals for my own use, before I was in the trade,
and I goes by that. O, working people ’s by far
my best customers.  Many of ’em’s very fond of
jobbing about their rooms or their houses, and they
come to such as me, Then a many has fancles
for pigeons, or rabbits, or poultry, or dogs, and
they mostly make up the places for them their-
selves, and as money ’s an object, why them sort
of fancy people buys hinges, and locks, and serews,
and hammers, and what they want of me. A
clever mechanic can turn his hand to most things
that he wants for his own use. I know a shoe-
maker that makes beautiful rabbit-hutches and
sells them along with his prize cattle, as I calls
his great big long-eared rabbits. Perhaps I take
2s. 6d. or 3s. a day, and it’s about half profit,
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Yes, this time of the year I make good 10s. 6d.
a week, but in winter not ls. a day, That
would be very poor pickings for two people
to live on, and I can’t do without my drop
of beer, but my wife has constant work with
a first-rate laundress at Mile End, and so we rub
on, for we 've no family living.”

This informant told me further of the way in
which the old metal stocks sold in the streets
were provided ; buf that branch of the sulject
relates to street-buying. Some of the street-sellers,
however, buy their stocks of the shopkeepers.

Ifind a difficulty in estimating the number of
the second-hand metal-ware street-sellers, Many
of the stalls or barrows are the property of the
marine-store shopkeepers, or old metal dealers
(marine stores being about the only things
the marine-store men do not sell), and these
are generally placed mnear the shop, being
indeed a portion of its contents out of doors.
Some of the marine-store men (a class of traders,
by the by, not superior to street-sellers, making
no ““odious” comparison a3 to the honesty of
the two), when they have purchased largely—the
refuse iron for instance after a house has been
pulied down—establish two or three pitches in the
street, confiding the stalls or barrows to their
wives and children. 1 was told by several in the
trade that there were 200 old metal sellers in the
streets, but from the best information at my com-
mand not more than 50 appear to be strictly
street-sellers, unconnected with shop-keeping.
Estimating a weekly receipt, per individual, of
15s. (half being profit), the yearly street outlay
among this body alone amounts to 1950¢.

OF TEE STREET-SELLERS OF SECOXD-HAXD
Merar, Travs, &ec.

THERE are still some few portions of the old
metal trade in the streets which require specific
mention,

Among these is the sale of second-hand trays,
oceasionally with such things as bread-baskets,
Instead of these wares, however, being matters ot
datly traffic, they are offered in the streets only at
intervals, and generally on the Saturday and
Monday evenings, while a few are hawked to
public-houses. An Irishman, a rather melancholy
looking man, but possessed of some humour, gave
me the following account. His dress was a worn
suit, such as masons work in ; but I have seldom
seen so coarse, and never on an Irishman of his
class, except on a Sunday, so clean a shirt, and he
made as free a display of it as if it were the
choicest cambrie. - He washed it, he told me, with
his own hands, as he had neither wife, nor mo-
ther, nor sister. “I was a cow-Keeper's man,
your honour,” he said, “and he sent milk to
Dublin, T thought I might do betthur, and I got
to Liverpool, and walked here. Have I done
betthur, isit? Sorry a betthur. Would I like
to returren to Dublin ? Well, perhaps, plaze God,
I’ll do betthur here yit. 1’ve sould a power of
different things in the sthreets, but I'm off for
counthry work now. I have a few therrays left
if your honour wants such a thing. I first sould

a few for a man I lodged along wid in Kent-street,
when he was sick, and so I got to know the
therrade. He tould me to say, and it ’s the
therrath, if anybody said, ¢ They're only second
hand,’ that they was all the betthur for that, for
if they hadn’t been real good therrays at first,
they would niver have lived to be second-hand ones.
I calls the bigghur therrays butlers, and the
smhailer, waithers, It’s a poor therrade. One
woman ‘Il say, ‘Pooh! ould-fashioned things’
¢ Will, thin, ma’am,’ I’ll say, ‘a good thing like
this is niver ould-fashioned, no more than the
bhutiful mate and berrid, and the bhuiiful new

and thratin’ your husband to, Gied save him. No
lady iver goes to supper widout her therray.
Yes, indeed, thin, and it is a poor therrade. 1It’s
the bhutiful therrays I’ve sould for 6d. I buys
them of a shop which dales in sich things. The
perrofit ! Sorry a perrofit is there in it at all at
all ; but I thries to make 4d. out of 1s, 1f I
makes Gd. of a night it’s good worruk.”

These trays are usually carried under the arm,
and are sometimes piled on a stool or small
stand, in a street market. The prices are from
2d. to 10d., sometimes ls. The stronger descrip-
tions are sold to streei-sellers to display their
goods upon, as much as to any other class, Wo-
men and children occasionally sell them, but it
is one of the callings which seems to be disap-
pearing {rom the streets. From two men, who
were familiar with this and other second-hand
trades, I heard the foilowing reasons assigned for
the decadence. One man thought it was owing to
“swag-trays” being got up so common and so
cheap, but to louk * stunning well,” at least as
long as the shininess lasted. The other contended
that poor working people had enough to do now-
a-days to get something to eat, without thinking
of a tray to pnt it on.

If 20 persons, and that I am told is about the
number of sellers, take in the one or two nights’
sule 4s. a week each, on second-hand trays (33 per
cent. being the rate of profit), the sireet ex-
penditure is 208/, in a year.

In other second-hand metal articles there is
now and then a separate trade. Two or three
sets of small fire-srons may be offered in a street-
market on a Saturday night; or a small stock of
Slat and lialian irvons tor the laundresses, who
work cheap and must buy second-hand; or a
collection of tools in the same way ; but these are
accidental sales, and are but ramifications from the
general *“ old metal " trade that I have described.
Perhaps, in the sale of these second-hand articles,
20 people may be regularly employed, and 3007,
yvearly may be taken.

In Petticoat-lane, Rosemary-lane, VY hitecross-
street, Ratelifi-highway, and in the street-markets
generally, are to be seen men, women, and
children selling dinner knives und forks, razors,
pockel-katves, and scissors. The pocket-knives
and scissors are kept well oiled, so that the wea-
ther does not rust them. These gouds have been
mostly repaired, ground, and polished for street-

commterce,, The women and children selling these

praties a coming in, that you’ll be atin off of it,,
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articles are the wives and families of the men
who repair, grind, zm.d polish them, and who
belong, correctly speaking, to the class of street-
artizans, under which head they will be more
particular]y treated of. It is the same also with
the street-vendors of sccond-hand tin saucepans
and other vessels (a trade, by the way, which is
rapidly decreasing), for these are generally made
of the old drums of machines retinned, or are old
sancepans and pots mended for use by the vendors,
who are mostly working tinmen, and appertain
to the artizan class,

OF THE STREET-SELLERS OF Srcoxd-HAXD
LinEw, &ec.
1 xow come to the second variety of the several
kinds of street-seilers of second-hand articles,
The acconnts of the street-trade in second-hand
linens, however, need be but brief; for none of
the callings I have now to notice supply a mode of
subsistence to the street-sellers independently of
other pursuits. They are resorted to whenever
an opportunity or a prospect of remuneration
presents itself by the class of general street-sellers,
women as well as men—the women being the
most numerous, 'The sale of these articles is on
the Saturday and Monday nights, in the street-
markets, and daily in Petticoat and Rosemary
lanes. .

One of the most suleable of all the second-hand
textile commodities of the streets, is an articie the
demand for which is certainly creditable to the
poorer and the working-classes of London—
towels, 'The principal supply of this street-towel-
ling is obtained from the several barracks in and
near London, They are a portion of what were
the sheets (of strong linen) of the soldiers’ beds,
which are periodically renewed, and the old sheet-
ing is then sold to a contractor, of whom the
street-folk buy it, and wash and prepare it for
market. It is sold to the street-traders at 4d. per
pound, 11b. making eight peuny towels ; some (in-
ferior) is as low as 2¢. The principal demand is
by the working-classes.

“Why. for one time, sir,” said a street-seller
to me, “there wasn’t much towelling in the
streets, and I got a tidy lot, just when I knew
it would go off, like a thief round a corner. I
pitched in Whitecross-street, and not far from a
woman that was making a great noise, and had a
good lot of penple about her, for cheap mackarel
weren't so very plenty then as they are now.
¢ Here’s your cheap mack’rel,’ shouts she, * cheap,
cheap, cheap mac-mac-mac-mackrel.  Then 1 be-
gins : * Here’s your cheap towelling ; cheap, cheap,
cheap, tow tow-tow-tow-ellings. Here's towels a
penny a piece, and two for twopence, or a double
family towel for twopence.” I soon had a greater
crowd than she had. O, yes ! I vives 'em a good
history of wiat I has to sell ; patters, as you call
it; a man that can’t isn't fit for the streets.
‘Here’s what every wife should buy for her hus-
band, and every husband for his wife, I goes on.
* Domestic happiness is then secured. 1f a hus-
band licks hus wife, or a wife licks her husband, a
towel is the handiest and most inneceni thng it

can be done with, and if it’s wei it gives you a-
strong clipper on the cheek, as every respcctable
married person knows as well as I do. A clipper
that way always does me good, and I 'm satisfied
it does more gond to a gentleman than a lady.
Always patter for the women, sir, if you wants to
sell.  Yes, towels is good sale in London, but I
prefer country business. I’m three times as much
in the country as in town, and I’'m just off to
Ascot to sell cards, and do a little sinzing, and
then I’Jl perhaps take a round to Bath and Dris-
tol, but Bath ’s not what it was once.”

Another street-seller told me that, as fir as his
experience went, Monday night was a better time
for the sule of second-hand sheetings, &c., than
Saturday, ason Monday the wives of the working-
clisses who sought to buy cheaply wlhat was
needed for household use, usunally went out fo
make their purchases. The Saturday-night’s mart
is more one for immediate necessities, either for the
Sunday’s dinner or the Sunday’s wear. It appears
to me that in all these lirtle distinctions—of which
street-folk tell you, quite unconscious that they
tell anything new—there is something of the his-
tory of the character of a people.

“ Wrappers,” or “ bale-stuff,” as it is semeiimes
styled, are also sold in the streets as second-hand
goods. These are what have formed the covers of
the packages of manufactures, and are bought
(most frequently by the Jews) at the wholesale
warehouses or the larger retail shops, and re-sold
to the street-people, usually at 1id. and 2d. per
pound. These goods are sometimes sold entire,
but are fur more often cut inte suitable sizes for
towels, sirong aprons, &c. They soon get
“ Lleached,” I was told, by washing and wear.

“ Burnt” linen or calico is also sold in the
streets as a second-hand article.  On the occasion
of a fire at any trudesman’s, whose stock of drapery
had been injured, the damaged wares are bought
by the Jewish or other keepers of the haberdashery
swag-shops. Some of these are sold by the second-
hand street dealers, but the trafic for such articles
is preater among the hawkers. Of this I have
already given an account. The street-sale of these
burnt (and sometimes designedly burnt) wares is
in pieces. generally from 6d. to 1s. 6d. each, or in
vards, frequently at 6d. per yard, but of courze
the price varies with the quality.

I believe that no sccond-hand sheets are sold in
the streets as sheets, for when tolerably good they
are received at the pawn-shops, and if indifferent,
at the dolly-shops, or illegal pawn-shops. Street
folk have told me of sheets being sold in the street-
markets, but so rarely as merely to supply an
exception. In Petticoat-lane, indeed, they are
sold, but it is mostly by the Jew shopkeepers,
who also expose their goods in the streets, and they
are sold by them very often to street-traders, who
convert them into other purposes.

The statistice of this trade present great diffi-
cultics. The second-hand linen, &c., s not a
regular :treet traflic. It may Dbe offered to the
public 20 days or nights in a month, or not cne,
If a * job-lot™ have been secured, the second-hand
street-seller may confine himself to that especinl
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stock. If his means compel him to offer only a
paucity of second-hand goods, he may sell but one
kind. Generally, however, the same man or
woman trades in two, three, or more of the second-
hand textile productions which I have specified,
and it is hardly one street-seller out of 20, who if
he have cleared his 10s. in a given time, by vend-
ing different articles, can tell the relative amount he
cleared on each. The trade is, therefore, irregular,
and is but a consequence, or—as one street-seller
very well expressed it—a ‘“tail” of other trades,
For instance, if there has been a great auction of
any corn-merchant’s effects, there will be more sack-
ing than usual in the street-markets ; if there have
been sales, beyond the average extent, of old
household furniture, there will be a more ample
street stock of curtains, carpeting, fringes, &c. Of
the ariicles I have enumerated the sale of second-
hand linen, more especially that from the barrack-
stores, is the largest of any.

The most intelligent man whom I met with in
this trade calculated that there were 80 of these
second-hand street-folk plying their trade two
nights in the week; that they took 8s. each
weekly, about half of it being profit; thus the
street expenditure would be 1664{. per annum,

OF ToE STREET-SELLERS OF SECOXD-HAXD
CURTAINS.

Secorp-Hanp Curtains, but only good omes, I
was assured, can now be sold in the streets.
“Lecause common niew ones can be had so cheap.”
The “ good second-hands,” however, sell readily.
The most saleable of all second-hand curtains are
those of chintz, especially old-fashioned -chintz,
now a scarce article; the next in demand are
what were described to me as ““good check,” or
the blue and white cotton curtains, White dimity
curtains, though now rarely seen in a street-
market, are not bought to be re-used as curtains
—*“there’s too much washing about them for
London”—but for petticoats, the covering of large
piacushions, dressing-table covers, &c., and for the
ast-mentioned purpose they are bought by the
householders of a small tenement who let a ¢“well-
furnished” bed-room or two.

The uses to which the second-hand chintz or
check curtains are put, are often for “ Waterloo”
or “tent” beds. It is common for a single
woman, struggling to ““ get a decent roof over her
head,” or for a young couple wishing to improve
their comforts in furniture, to do so piece-meal.
An old bedstead of a better sort may first be pur-
.chased, and s0 on to the concluding * decency,”
or, in the estimation of some poof persons, ¢ dig-
nity ” of curtains. These persons are customers
of the street-sellers—the second-hand curtains
costing them from 8d. to 1s. 6d.

Moreen curtains have also a good sale. They
are bought by working people (and by some of the
dealers in second-band furniture) for the re-cover-
ing of sofas, which had become ragged, the defi-
clency of stuffing being supplied with hay (which
is likewise the “stuffing” of the new sofas sold
by the *linen-drapers,” or “ slaughter-houses.”

for the re-covering of old horse-hair chairs, for
which purpose they are sold at 3d. each piece.

Second-hand curtaing are moreover cut into por-
tions and sold for the hanging of the testers of
bedsteads, but almost entirely for what the street-
sellers call ¢ half-teesters,” These are required
for the Waterloo bedsteads, “‘and if it’s a nice
thing, sir,” said one woman, “and perticler if it’s
a chintz, and to be had for 6d., the women ’ll
fight for it.”

The second-hand curtains, when sold entire, are
from 6d. to 2s. 6d. One man had lately sold a
pair of “good moreens, only faded, but dyeing’s
cheap,” for 3s. 6d.

OrF THE STREET-SELLERS OF SECOND-HAND CAR-
PETING, FLANNELS, STOCKING-LEGS, &c., &c.

I crass these second-hand wares together, as they
are all of woollen materials,

Carpeting has a fair sale, and in the streets is
vended not as an entire floor or stair-carpet, but in
pieces, The floor-carpet pieces are from 2d. to
1s. each ; the stair-carpet pieces are from ld. to
4d. a yard. Hearth-rugs are very rarely offered
to street-customers, but when offered are sold from
4d. to 1s. Drogget is also sold in the same way
as the floor-carpeting, and sometimes for house-
scouring cloths,

“J’ve sold carpet, sir,” said a woman street-
seller, who called all descriptions —rugs and
drugget too—by that title; “and I would like to
sell it regular, but my old man—he buys every-
thing—says it can’t be had regular. I’ve sold
many things in the streets, but I’d rather sell good
second-hand in carpet or curtains, or fur in winter,
than anything else. They ’re nicer people as buys
them. It would be a good business if it was
regular. Ah! indeed, in my time, and before I
was married, I have sold different things in a
different way ; but I’d rather not talk about that,
and I make no complaints, for seeing what I see.
I’m not so badly off. Them as buys carpet are
very particular—I ’ve known them take a tape
out of their pockets and measure—but they 're
honourable customers. If they’re satisfied they
buy, most of them does, at once ; without any of
your ‘is that the lowest? as ladies asks in shops,
and that when they don’t think of buying, either,
Carpet is bought by working people, and they use
it for hearth-rugs, and for bed-sides, and such like,
I know it by what I've heard them say when I've
been selling. One Monday evening, five or six
vears back, I took 10s. 9d. in carpet; there had
been some great sales at old houses, and a good
quantity of carpet and curtains was sold in the
streets. Perhaps I cleared 3s. 6d. on that 10s. 9.
But to take 4s. or 5s. i3 good work now, and often
not more than 3d. in the 1s. profit, Still, it’s
a pretty good business, when you can get a stock
of second-hands of different kinds to keep you
going constantly.”

What in the street-trade is knownas “Ilannels,”
is for the most part second-hand blankets, which
having been worn as bed furniture, and then very
probably, or at the same time, used for ironing

Moreen curtains, too, are sometimes cut into pieces,

cloths, are found in the street-markets where
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they are purchased for flannel petticoats for the
children of the poor, or when not good enough for
snch use, for house cloths, at 1d. each.

The trade in stocking legs is considerable. In
these legs the feet have been cut off, further darn-
ing being impossible, and the fragment of the
stocking which is worth preserving is sold to the
careful housewives who attach to it a new foot.
Cometimes for winter wear a new cheap sock is
attached to the footless hose. These legs sell
from 1d. to 3d. the pair, but very rarely 3., and
only when of the best quality, though the legs would
not be salenble in the streets at all, had they not
been of a good manufacture originally, Men’s hose
are sold in this way more largely than women’s.

The trade in second-hand stockings is very con-
siderable, but they form a part of the second-hand
apparel of street-commerce, and I shall notice
them under that head.

Or THE STREET-SELLERS OF SEcoND-HAXD BED-
TICKING, SACKING, FRINGE, &ec.

For bed-ticking there is generally a ready sale,
but I was told ““not near so ready as it was a dozen
year or more back.” One reason which I heard
assigned for this was, that new ticking was made
5o cheap (being a thin common cotton, for the
lining of common carpet-bags, portmanteaus, &ec.,
that poor persons scrupled to give any equivalent
price for good sound second-hand linen bed-tick-
ing, *“ though,” said a dealer, *“it’ll still wear out
half a dozen of their new slop rigs. I should
like a few of them there slop-masters, that’s
making fortins out of foolish or greedy folks, to
have to live a few weeks in the streets by this sort
of second-hand trade; they’d hear what was
thought of them then by all sensible people, which
aren't so many as they should be by a precious
long sight.”

The ticking sold in the street is bought for the
patching of beds and for the making of pillows
and bolsters, and for these purpeses is sold in
pieces at from 2d. to 4d. as the most frequent price.
One woman who used to sell bed-ticking, but not
lately, told me that she knew poor women who
cared nothing for such convenience themselves,
buy ticking to make pillows for their children.

Second-kand Sacking is sold without much dif-
ficulty in the street-markets, and usually in pieces
at from 2d. to 64. This sacking has been part of
a corn sack, or of the strong package in which
some kinds of goods are dispatched by sea or
rallway, It is bought for the mending of bed-
stead sacking, and for the making of porters’
knots, &e.

Second-hand Fringe is still in fair demand, but
though cheaper than ever, does not, I am assured,
“sell so well as when it was dearver.” Many of
my readers will have remarked, when they have
been passing the apartments occupied by the
working class, that the valance fixed from the
fop of the window has its adormment of fringe ; a
blind is sometimes adorned in 2 similar manner,
and so is the valance from the tester of a bedstead.
For such uses the second-hand fringe is bought in

the street-markets in pieces, sometimes called
‘ quantities,” of from 1d. to 1s.

Sccond-hand Table-cloths used to be an articie
of street-traffic to some extent. If offered at all
now—and one man, though he was a regular
street-seller, thonght he had not seen one offered
in a market this year—they are worn things such
as will not be taken by the pawnbrokers, while
the dolly-shop people would advance no more
than the table-cloth might be worth for the rag-
bag. The glused table-covers, nmow in such
general use, are not as yet sold second-hand in the
sireets.

I was told by a street-seller that he had heard
an old man (since dead), who was a buyer of
second-hand goods, say that in the old times, after
a great sale by auction—as at Wanstead-house
(Mr. Wellesley Pole’s), about 30 years ago—the
open-air trade was very brisk, as the sirect-sellers,
like the shop-traders, proclaimed all their second-
hand wares as having been bought at “ the great
sale.” For some years no such “7ruse” has been
practised by street-folk,

Or 7HE STREET-SELLERS OF SECOND-HAXD
(zrass axD CROCEERY.

THESE sellers are another class who are fast dis-
appearing from the streets of London. Before
glass and crockery, but more especially glass,
became so low-priced when new, the second-hand
glass-man was one of the most prosperouns of the
open-air traders; he is now so much the reverse
that he must generally mix up some other calling
with his original business. One man, whose
address was given to me as an experienced glass-
man, I feuud selling mackarel and “pound
crabs,” and complaining bitterly that mackarel
were high, and that he could make nothing out
of them that week at 2d. each, for poor persons,
he told me, would not give more, * Yes, sir,” he
said, *“I’ve been in most trades, besides having
been a pot-boy, both boy and man, and I dont
like this fish-trade at all. I could get a pot-boy’s
place again, but I 'm not so strong as I were, and
it ’s slavish work in the place I could get; and a
man that’s not so young as he was once is
chaffed so by the young lads and fellows in the
tap-room and the skittle-ground. For this last
three year or more I had to do something in agd-
ditien to my glass for a crust. Before I dropped
it as a bad consarn, I sold old shoes as well
as old glass, and made both ends meet that way,
a leather end and a glass end. I sold off my
glass to a rag and bottle shop for 9s., far less than
it were worth, and I swopped my shoes for my
fish-stall, and water-tub, and 3s. in money. Il
be out of this trade before long. The glass was
good once; I've made my 15s. and 20s. a weck
at it : I don’t know how long that is ago, but it’s
a good long time. Latterly I could do no busi-
ness at all in it, or hardly any. The old shoes
was middling, because they re a free-selling thing,
but somehow it seems awkward mixing up any
other trade with your glass.”

The stall or barrow of a “second-hand glass-

man” presented, and still, in a smaller degree,
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presents, a variety of articles, and a variety of
colours, but over the whole prevails that haziness
which seems to be considered proper to this trade.
Fven in the largest rag and bottle shops, the
second-hand bottles always look dingy. “It
wouldn’t pay-to wash them all,” said one shop-
Lkeeper to me, “so we washes none; indeed, I
Pb'lieve people ‘wonld rather buy them ag they is,
and clean them themselves,”

The street-assortment of second-hand glass may
be described as one of “odds and ends’—odd
goblets, odd wine-glasses, odd decanters, odd cruet-
bottles, salt-cellars, and mustard-pots; together
with a variety of *tops” to fit mustard-pots or

butter-glasses, and of “ stoppers” to fit any sized
bottle, the latter articles being generally the most
profitable.  Qccasionally may still be seen a blue
spirit-decanter, one of aset of three, with “brandy,”
in faded gold letters, upon it, or a brass or plated
label, as dingy as the bottle, hung by a fine wire-
chain round the neck. Blue finger-glasses sold
very well for use as sugar-basins to the wives of
the better-off working-people or small tradesmen.
One man, apparently about 40, who had been in
this trade in his youth, and whom I questioned as
to what was the -quality of his -stock, told me of
the demand for “‘ blue sugars,” and pointed out to
me one which happened to be on a stand by the
door ofa ragand bottle shop. When I mentioned its
original use, he asked further.about it, and alter my
‘answers seemed sceptical on the subject. * People
that ’s quality,” he said, * that s my notion on it,
that hasn’t neither to yarn their dinner, nor to
cook it, but just open their mouths and eat it, can’t
dirty their hands so at dinner as to have glasses to
rash ’em in arterards. DBut there’s queer ways
everywhere.”

At one time what were called -* doctors’ bottles”
formed a portion of the second-hand stock I am
describing. These were phials bought by the poorer

-people, in which to obtain some physician's gratui-
. tous prescription from the chemist’s shop, or the time-
honoured nostrum of some wonderful old woman,
Yor 2 very long period, it must be borne in mind,
all kinds of glass wares were dear. Small glass
frames, to cover flower-roots, were also sold
at these stalls, as were fragments of looking-glass.
Beneath his stall or barrow, the “old glass-maun”
often had a few old wine or beer-bottles for sale.

At the period before cast-glass was so common,
and, indeed, subseguently, until glass became
cheap, it was not unusual to see at the second-
hand stalls, rich cnt-glass vessels which had been
broken and cemented, for sale at a low figure, the
glass-man being often-a mender. It was the same
with China punch-bowls, and the costlier kind of
dishes, but this part of the trade is now unknown.

There is one curious sort:of ornament still to be
met with at these stalls—wide-monthed battles,
embellished with coloured patterns of flowers,
birds, &c.. generally cut from “ furniture prints,”
and :kept close against the sides of the interior by
the salt with which the botties are filled. A
few second-hand pitchers, tea-puts, &c., are still
sold at irom 1d. to 6d, )

There are now not above six men (of the ordi-

nary street-selling class) who carry on this trade
regularly. Sometimes twelve stalls or barrows
may be seen ; sometimes one, and sometimes none,
Calculating that each of the six dealers takes 12s,
weekly, with a profit of 8s. or 7s., we find 1871 4s.
expended in this department of street-commerce.
The principal place for the trade i3 in High-street
Yhitechapel.

Or THE STREET-SELLERS OF SECOND-HAND
MIseELLANEOUS ARTICLES.

I mavEin a former page specified some of the
goods which make up the sum of the:second-hand
miscellaneous-commerce of the streets of Londen,

I may premise that the trader -of this-class is a
sort of street broker; and it is no more :possible
minutely to detail his especial traffic in the several
articles-of his stock, than it would be to give a spe-
cific account of each and several of the “ sundries”
to be found in the closets or corners of an old-furni-
ture broker’s or marine-store seller’s premises, in
describing his general business.

The members of this trade (as will be shown in
the subsequent statements) are also ‘“ miscella-
neous” in their character. A few have known
liberal educations,.and have been established in

liberal prefessions; others have been artisans or

shopkeepers, but the mass are of the general class
of street-sellers,

I will first treat of the Strect-Sellers of Second-
Hand Articles for Amusement, giving a wide
interpretation to the word “amusement.”

The backgammon, chess, draught, and cribbage-
boards of the second-band trade have originally
been of good quality—some indeed of a very
superior manufacture; otherwise the *“cheap
Germans” (as I heard the low-priced foreign zoods
from the swag-shops called) would by their supe-
rior cheapness have rendered the business a nullity.
The backgammon-boards are bought of brokers,
when they are often in a worn, unhinged, and
what may be called ragged coundition. The
street-seller * trims them up,” but in this there
is nothing of artisanship, although it requires
some little taste and some dexterity of finger, A
new hinge or two, or old hinges re-screwed, and a
little pasting of leather and sometimes the applica-
tion of .strips of bookbinder’s gold, is all that is
required.  The backgammon-hoards are some-
times offered in the streets by an itinerant ; some-
times (and more frequently than otherwise in a

deplorable state, the points of the table being

hardly distinguishable) they are part of the furni-
ture of a second-hand stall, I have seen one at
an -old book-stall, but most usually they are
vended by being hawked to the betier sort of
public-houses, a:d there they are more frequently
dispused of by raffle than by sale. It is.not once

e e b a1 -

in a thousand times, I .am informed, that second- * :

hand “men” are sold with the board. Before the
board has gone through its serivs of hands to the
street-seller, the men have been lost or scattered. |
New men are sometimes sold or raffied with the .
backgammon-boards (as with the draught).at from
6d. to 2s. 6d. the set, the best being of box-wood.
Chess-boards and men—for without the men of
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course a draught, or the top of a backgammon-
board suffices for chess—are a commadity
now rarely at the disposal of the street-sellers;
and, as these means of a leisurely and ahstruse
amusement are not of a ready sale, the second-
hand dealers do not *“Jook out” for them, but
merely speculate in them when the article “ falls
in their way” and seems a palpable bargain.
Occasionally, a second-hand chess apparatus is
still sold by the street-folk. One man—upon
whose veracity I have every reason to rely—told
me that he once sold a2 beautiful set of ivory men
and a handsome “leather hoard” (second-hand)
to a gentleman who accosted him as he saw him
carry them along the street for sale, inviting him
to step in doors, when the gentleman’s residence
was reached. The chess-men were then arranged
and examined, and the seller asked 3{. 3s. for
them, at once closing with the offer of 3I.; * for
I found, sir,” he said, T had a gentleman to do
with, for he told me he thought they were really
cheap at 3/, and he would give me that” Another
dealer in second-hand articles, when I asked him
if he had ever sold chess-boards aud men, replied,
“ Only twice, sir, and then at 4s, and 5s. the set;
they was poor. I’ve seen chess played, and I
should say it’s 2 rum game; but I know nothing
about it, I once had a old gent for a customer,
and he was as nice and quiet a old gent as could
be, and I always called on him when I thought I
had a curus old tea-caddy, or knife-box, or any-
thing that way, He didn't buy once in twenty
calls, but he always gave me something for my
trouble. He used to play at chess with another
old gent, and if, after his servant had told him
Y’d come, I waited ’til I could wait no longer,
and then knocked at his room door, he swore like
a trooper,

Draught-boards are sold at from 3d. to Is.
second-hand.  Cribbage-boards, also second-hand,
and sometimes with cards, are only sold, I am in-
formed, when they are very bad, at from 1d. to
3d., or very good, at from 25, 6d. to 5s. One
street-seller told me that he once sold a ¢ Chinee”
cribbage-board for 18s., which cost him 10s, -« It
was @ most beautiful thing,” he stated, “and was
very hizh-worked, and was inlaid with ivery, and
Wwith green ivory too.”

The Dice required for the playing of backgam-
mon, or for any purpose, are bought of the waiters
at the club houses, generally at 2/, the dozen sets,
They are retailed at about 25 per cent. profit.
Dics 'in this way are readily disposed of by the
sireet-people, .as they are looked upon as “ true,”
and are only about a sixth of .the price they could
e obtained for new ones in the duly-stamped
tovers, A few dice are sold at 6d. to 1s. the
set, but they are old and battered.

There are but two men who support themselves
wholly by the street-sale and the hawking of the
different hoards, &c., I have described. There
are two, three, or sometimes four occasiounal par-
ucipants in the trade. Of these one held a com-
:fussiun.in Her Majesty's service, but was ruined
oy gaming, and when unable to live by any other
means, he sells the implements with which he had

‘holes, in each of which was a peg.

been but too familiar. ¢ He lost everything in
Jermyn-street,” a man who was sometimes his
comrade in the sale of these articles said to me,
“but he is a very gentlemanly and respectable
man.”

The profits in this trade are very uncertain. A
man who was engaged in it told me that one
week he had cleared 2/, and the next, with greater
pains-taking, did not sell a single thing.

The other articles which are a portion of the
second-hand miscellaneous trade of this nature are
suld as often, or more often, at stalls than else-
where. Dominaes, for instance, may be seen in
the winter, and they are offered only in the
winter, on perhaps 20 stalls. They are sold
at from 4d. a set, and I heard of one superior set
which were described to me as  brass-pinned,”
being sold in a handsome box for 5s., the shop
price having been 15s. The great sale of dominoes
is at Christmas.

Pope-Joan boards, which, I was told, were
fifteen years ago sold readily in the streets, and
were examined closely by the purchasers (who
were mostly the wives of tradesmen), to see that
the print or paint announcing the partitions for
“intrigue,” “ matrimony,” “ friendship,” * Pope,”
&c., were perfect, are now never, or rarely, seen.
Formerly the price was 1s. to 1s. 9d. In the
present year I could hear of but one man who
had even offered a Pope-board for sale in the
street, and he sold it, though almost new,
for 3d.

“ Fish,” or the bone, ivory, or mother-o’pearl
card counters in the shape of fish, or sometimes
in a circular form, used to be sold second-hand as
freely as the Pope-boards, and are now as rarely to
be seen.

Until about 20 years ago, as well ‘as I can fix
upon a term from the information I received, the
apparatus for a game known as the “ Devil among
the tailors ” was a portion of ‘the miscellaneous
second-hand trade or hawking of the streets. In
it a top was set spinning on a long board, and
the result depended upon the number of men, or
“ tailors,” knocked down by the *devil” (top)
of each player, these tailors being stationed,
numbered, and scored (when knocked down) in
the same way as when the balls are propelled into
the numbered seckets in a bagatelle-board, I am
morevver told that in the same second-hand calling
were boards known as “ solitaire-boards,” These
were round boards, with a certain number -of
One peg was
removed at the selection -of the playver, and the
game consisted in taking each remaining peg, by
advancing another over its head into any vacant

‘hole, and if at the end of the game only one peg
remained in-the hoard, the player won ; it winning

it could be called when the game could only be

played by one person, and was for “solitary”
-amusement, Chinese puzzles, sometimes on a large

scale, were then also a part of the second-hand
traffic of the streets. These are a series of thin
‘woods in geometrical shapes, which may be fitted

“into certain forms or patterns contained in a book,

or on a sheet. These puzzles are sold in the streets




P eas bbbt dech £ e gt g 4y ey

20 LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR.

still, but in smaller quantity and diminished size,
Different games played with the teetotum were
also a part of second-hand street-sale, but none of
these bygone pastimes were vended to any
extent.

From the best data I have been able to obtain
it appears that the amount received by the street-
seliers or street-hawkers in the sale of these
second-hand articles of amusement is 104, weekly,
about half being profit, divided in the propoxtions
I have inumated, as respects the number of street-
sellers and the periods of sale; or 520/ expended
yearly.

I should have stated that the principal cus-
tomers of this branch of second-hand traders are
found in the public-houses and at the cigar-shops,
where the goods are carried by street-sellers, who
hawk from place to place.

These dealers also attend the neighbouring, and,
frequently in the summer, the more distant races,
where for dice and the better quality of their
“boards,” &c., they generally find a prompt
market, The sale at the fairs consists only of the
lowest-priced goods, and in a very scant proportion
compared. to the races.

OF THE STREET-SELLERS OF SECOND-HAND
MusicaL INSTRUMENTS.

Or this trade there are two branches ; the sale of
instruments which are really second-hand, and the
sale of those which are pretendedly so; in other
words, an honest and a dishonest business, As
in street estimation the whole is a second-hand
calling, T shall so deal with it,

At this season of the year, when fairs are
frequent and the river steamers with their bands
of music run oft and regularly, and out-door music
may be played until late, the calling of the street-
musician is ““at its best.” In the winter he is
not unfrequently starving, especially if he be what
i3 called “a chance hand,” and have not the
privilege of playing in public-houses when the
weather renders it impossible to collect a street
audience. Such persons are often compelled to
part with their instruments, which they offer in
the streets or the public-houses, for the pawn-
brokers have been so often “stuck” (taken in)
with inferior instruments, that it is difficult to
pledge even a really good violin. With some of
these musical men it goes hard to part with their
instruments, as they have their full share of the
pride of art. Some, however, sell them recklessly
and at almost any price, to obtain the means of
prolonging a drunken carouse.

rom a man who is now a dealer in second-
hand musical instruments, and is also a musician,
I had the following account of his start in the
second-hand trade, and of his feelings when he
first had to part with his fiddle.

1 was a gentleman’s footboy,” he said, ““when
I was young, but I was always very fond of music,
and 50 was my father before me. He was a tailor
in a village in Suffolk and used to play the bass-
fiddle ac church. I hardly know how or when I
learned to play, but I seemed to grow up to it.
There was two neighbours used to call at my

father’s and practise, and one or other was always
showing me something, and so I learned to play
very well. Everybedy said so. Before I was
twelve, I 've played nearly all night at a dance in
a farm-house. I never played on anything but
the violin. You must stick to one instrument, or
you’re not up to the mark on any if you keep
changing. When I got a place as footboy it was
in a gentleman’s family in the country, and I
never was so happy as when master and mistress
was out dining, and 1 could play to the servants
in the kitchen or the servants’ hall. Sometimes
they got up a bit of a dance to my violin. If
there was a dance at Christmas at any of the
tenants’, they often got leave for me to go and play.
It was very little money 1 got given, but too
much drink. At last master said, he hired me to
be his servant and not for a parish fiddler, so I
must drop it. I left him not long after—he got so
cross and snappish. In my next place—no, the
next but one—I was on board wages, in London,
a goodish bit, as the family were travelling, and
I had time on my hands, and used to go and play at
public-houses of a night, just for the amusement
of the company at first, but I soon got to know
other musicians and made a little money. Yes,
indeed, 1 could have saved money easily then,
but I didn’t; I got too fond of a public-house
life for that, and was never easy at home,”

I need not very closely pursue this man’s course
to the streets, but merely intimate it. He had
several places, remaining in some a year or more,
in others two, three, or six months, but always
unsettled. On leaving his last place he married a
fellow-servant, older than himself, who had saved
“a goodish bit of money,” and they took a beer-
shop in Bermondsey. A “free and easy” (con-
cert), both vocal and instrumental, was held in
the house, the man playing regularly, and the
business went on, not unprosperously, until the
wife died in child-bed, the child surviving.  After
this everything went wrong, and at last the man
was “sold up,” and was penniless. For three or
four years he lived precariously on what he could
earn as a musician, until about six or seven years
ago, when one bitter winter's night he was with-
cut a farthing, and had laboured all day in the vain
endeavour to earn a meal. His son, a boy then of
five, had been sent home to him, and an old woman
with whom he had placed the lad was incessantly
dunning for 12s. due for the child's maintenance.
The Jandlord clamoured for 15s. arrear of rent for
a furnished room, and the hapless musician did
not possess one thing which he could convert into
money except his fiddle. He must leave his room
next day. He had held no intercourse with bis
friends in the country since he heard of his father's
death some years before, and was, indeed, resource~
less. After dwelling on the many excellences of
his violin, which he bhad purchased, “a dead lar-
gain,” for 3/, 15s., he said : * Well, sir, I sat down
by the last bit of coal in the place, and sat a long
time thinking, and didn’t know what to do. There
was nothing to hinder me going out in the morn-
ing, and working the streets with a mate, as I’d
done before, but then there was little James tha
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was sleeping there in hus bed. He was very deli-
cate then, and to drag him about and 1et.him
sleep in lodging-houses would have killed him, I
knew. But then I couldn’ think of parting with
my violin. I felt I should never again have such
another, I feltas if to part with it was parting with
my last prop, for what was I to do? I satalong
time thinking, with my instrument on my knees,
%il—I *m sure I don’t know how to describe it—
I felt as if I was drunk, though I hadn’t even
tasted beer. So I went out boldly, just asif I
was drunk, and with a deal of trouble persnaded
a landlord I knew to lend me 1/ on my instru-
ment, and keep it by him for three months, ’til
1 could redeem it. I have it now, sir. Next
day 1 satisfied my two creditors by paying each
half, and a week’s rent in advance, and I walked
off to a shop in Soho, where I bought a dirty old
instrnment, broken in parts, for 25 3d. 1 was
areat part of the day in doing it up, and in the
evening earned 7d. by playing solos by Watchorn’s
door, and the Crown and Coshion, and the Lord
Rodney, which are all in the Westminster-road.
I lodged in Stangate-streef. There was a young
man—he looked like a respectable mechanic—gave
me 1d., and said : ‘I wonder how you can use
your fingers at all such a freezing night. Itseems
a good fiddle” I assure you, sir, I was surprised
myself to find what I could de with my instru-
ment, There’s a beer-shop over the way,’ says
the young man, ¢step in, and I’'ll pay for a pint,
and try my hand at it.” And so it was done, and
I sold him my fiddle for 7s. 6d. No, sir, there
was no take in ; it was worth the money. I°d
have sold it now that I’ve got a connection for
half a guinea. Next day I bought such another
instrument at the same shop for 3s,, and sold it

. after a while for 6s., having done it up, in course.

This 1t was that first put it into my head to
start selling second-hand instruments, and so I

¢ began. Now I’m known as a man to be depended

on, and with my second-hand Dbusiness, and en-

- gagements every now and then as a musician, I do
- middling,”

In this manner is the honest second-hand street-
business in musical instruments earried on, It is
usually done by hawking. A few, however, are sold
at miscellaneous stalls, but they are generally such
a3 require repair, and are often without the bow,
&e. The persons carrying on the trade have all,
as far as I could ascertain, heen musicians.

Of the street-sale of musical instruments by
drunken members of the “ profession” I need say
little, as it i3 exceptional though it is certainly a
branch of the trade, for so numerous is the body
of street-musicians, and of so many classes is it
composed, that this description of second-hand
business is being constantly transacted, and often
t the profit of the more wary dealers in these
goods. The statistics I shall show at the close of
uy remarks on this subject.

Or tos Music “ DUrrers.”

Secoxp- Haxp Guirars are vended by the
Street-sellers, The price varies from 7s. 6d. to 15s.
Harps form no portion of the second-hand business

of the streets, A drum is occasionally, and only
occasionally, sold to a showman, but the chief
second-hand traffic is in violins. Aecordions, both
new and old, used to sell readily in the sireets,
either from stalls or in hawking, “but,” said a

‘man who had formerly sold them, * they have

been regularly ‘duffed’ out of the streets, so much
cheap rubbish is made to sell. There’s next to
nothing done in them now. If one’s offered to a
man that’s no judge of it, he Il be sure you want
to cheat him, and perhaps abuse you; if he be a
judge, of conrse it’s no go, unless with a really
good article.”

Among the purchasers of second-hand musical
instruments are those of the working-classes who
wish to “ practise,” and the great number of street-
musicians, street-showmen, and the indifferently
paid members of the orchestras of minor (and not
always of minor) theatres. Few of this class
ever buy new instruments. There are sometimes,
I am informed, as many as 50 persons, one-fourth
being women, engaged in this second-hand sale.
Sometimes, as at present, there are not above half
the number. A broker who was engaged in the
traffic estimated—and an intelligent street-seller
agreed in the compufation—that, take the year
through, at least 25 individuals were regularly, but
few of them fully, occupied with this traffic, and
that their weekly takings averaged 30s. each, oran
aggregate yearly amount of 190{. The weekly
profits run from 10s. to 13s., and sometimes the
well-known dealers clear 40s. or 50s. a week,
while others do mnot take 5s. Of this amount
about two-thirds is expended on violins, and one-
tenth of the whole, or nearly a tenth, on “duffing’
instruments sold as second-hand, in which depart-
ment of the business the amount “ turned over’
used to be fwice, and even thrice as much. The
sellers have nearly all been musicians in some
capacity, the women being the wives or connections
of the men,

What I have called the “dishonest trade” is
known among the street-folk as “ music-dufiing.”
Among the swag-shopkeepers, at one place in
Houndsditch more especially, are dealers in
“duffing fiddles.” These are German-made in-
struments, and are sold to the street-folk at 2s, 6d.
or 3s. each, bow and all. When purchased by the
music-duffers, they are discoloured so as to be
made to look old. A music-duffer, assuming the
way of a man half-drunk, will enter a public-
house or accost any party in the sireet, saying:-
¢ Here, I must have money, for I won’t go home
’til morning, 'til morning, "til morning, I won't go
home ’til morning, ’til daylight does appear, And
so I may as well sell my old fiddle myself as take %
it to a rogue of a broker. Tryitanybody,t’sa -
fine old tone, equal to any Cremonar. It costme .
two guineas and another fiddle, and a good "un too, ™
in exchange, but I may as well be my own broker,
for T must have money any how, and I°ll sell it
for 10s.”

Possibly a bargain is struck for B5s. ; for the
dufling viclin is perhaps purposely damaged in
some slight way, so as to appear easily reparable,
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and any deficiency in tone may be attributed to
that defect, which was of course occasioned by the
drunkenness of the possessor. Or possibly the
tone of the instrument may not be bad, but it
may be made of such unsound materials, and in
such a slop-way, though looking well to a little-
practised eye, that it will soon fall to pieces. One
man told me that he had often done the music-
duffing, and had sold trash violins for 10s., 15z., and
even 20s., ““according,” he said, ‘‘ to the thickness
of the buyer’s head,” but that was ten or twelve
years ago. )

It appears that when an impetus was given to
the musical taste of the country by the establish-
ment of cheap singing schools, or of music classes,
(called at one time * singing for the million™), or
by the prevalence of cheap concerts, where good
music was heard, this duffing trade flourished,
but now, I am assured, if is not more than a
quarter of what it was. © There 'l always be some-
thing done init,” said the informant I have before
quoted, ““as long as you can find young ‘men
that’s conceited abount their musical falents, fond
of taking their medicine (drinking). If I’ve
gone into a public-house room where I ’ve seen a
young gent that’s bought a dufling fiddle of me,
it don’t happen once in twenty times that he com-
plains and blows up abont it, and only then,
perhaps, if he happens to be drunkish, when people
don’t much mind what ’s said, and so it does me no
harm. People’s too proud to confess that they 're
ever ‘done’ at any time or in anything. Why,
such gents has pretended, when I’ve sold ’em a
duffer, and seen them afterwards, that they 've
done me /”

Nor is it to violins that this duffing or sham
second-hand trade is confined. At the swag-
shops duffing cornopeans, French korns, and cla-
rionets are vended to the street-folk. One- of
these cornopeans may be bought for 14s. ; a French
horn for 10s. ; und a clarionet for 7s. 6d.; orasa
general rule at one-fourth of the price of a pro-
perly-made insirument sold as reasonably as
possible. These things are also made to look old,
and are disposed of in the same manner as the
dufling violins, The sale, however, is and was
aiways limited, for “if there be one working
man,” I was told, “or a man of any sort not pro-
fessional in music, that tries his wind and his
fingers on a clarionet, there’s a dozen trying their
touch and execution on a violin.”

Another way in which the duffing music trade
at one time was made available as a second-hand
business was this :—A band would play before a
pawnbroker’s door, and the duffing German brass
instruments might be well-toned enough, the in-
feriority consisting chiefly in the materials, but
which were so polished up as to appear of the best,
Some member of the band would then offer his
brass instrument in pledge, and often obtain an
advance of more than he had paid for it,

One man who had been himself engaged in
what he called this “artful” business, told me
that when two pawnbrokers, whom he knew,
found that they had been tricked into advancing
15s. on cornopeans, which they could huy new in

Houndsditch for 14s., they got him to drop the !

T T e e e '_'”'—",7 . ‘ .
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tickets of the pledge, which they drew out for the; -
purpose, in the streets. These were picked up by : _

some passer-by—and as there is a very common
feeling that there is no harm, or indeed rather a
merit, in cheating a pawnbroker or a tax-gatherer—
the instruments were soon redeemed by the fortu
nate finder, or the person to whom he had disposed

of his prize. Nor did the roguery end here. Thei’

same man told me that he had, in collusion withz

pawbroker, dropped ticketsof (sham) second-hand

musical instruments, which he had bought new at
a swag-shop for the very purpose, the amount oa
the duplicate being double the cost, and as it &

known that the pawnbrokers do not advance the |

value of any article, the finders were gulled into

redeeming the pledge, as an advantageous bar-|

=]

gain, “But I’ve left off all that dodging now,

sir,” said the man with a sort of a grunt, which ! =
seemed half a sigh and half a laugh; “I’ve lef "
it off entirely, for I found I was getting inte} -

trouble,”
The derivation of the term * duffing” I am un.
able to discover.

Dovehouse,~—but query ¢ In the slang dictionaries
a “ Duffer” 1is explained as “a man who hawks
things ;” hence it would be equivalent to Pediar,

which means strictly beggar—being from the | ':

Dutch Bedelaar, and the German Betiler.

Cr o STREET-SELLERS OF SECOND-HAXND
Wzaroxs.

THE sale of second-hand pistols, for to that weapon | -
the street-sellers’ or hawkers’ trade in arms seems |

confined, is larger than might be cursorily ima-
gined.

There must be something seductive about the
possession of a pistol, for I am assured by persons

familiar with the trade, that they have sold them|
to men who were ignorant, when first invited to | -
purchase, how the weapon was loaded or dis!,
charged, and seemed half afraid to handle it |’

Perhaps the possession imparts a sense of security

The pistols which are sometimes seen on the |

street-stalls are almost always old, rusted, or bat

tered, and are useless to any one except to thost |’

who can repair and clean them for sale,

There are three men now selling new or second

hand pistols, I am told, who bave been gunmakers. |
This trade is carried on almost entirely by |
I heard of mno ome |-

hawking to public-houses.
who depended solely upon it, “but this is the

way,” one intellizent man stated to me, “if I am ;=

buying second-hand things at a broker's, or it

Petticoat-lane, or anywhere, and there’s a pisto!
that seems cheap, 1’ll buy it as readily as any- |-
thing I know, and I’ll soon sell it at a public |-

house, or I’ll get it rafled for. Second-hand pis
tols sell better than new by such asme. If I was
to offer a new one I should be told it was some
Brummagem slop rubbish.

The Rev. Mr. Dixon says, in|
his “Dovecote and Aviary,” that the tem|
“ Dujffer,” applied to pigeons, is a corruption |-

If there’s a Ilittle :
silver-plate let into the wood of the pistol, and 2 | -
crest or initials engraved on it—1I’ve got it done | -
sometimes—there’s a better chance of sale, for | .
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people think it’s been made for somebody of con-
sequence that wouldn’t .be fob’bed off with an infe-
rior thing. I don’t think I ’ve often sold pistols
to working-men, but I’ve known them join in
raffles for them, and the winner has often wanted
to sell it back to me, and has sold it to somebody,
Tt’s tradesmen that buy, or gentlefolks, if yon can
get at them. A pistol’s a sort of a plaything with
them.” .

On my talking with a street-dealer concerning
the street-trade in second-hand pistols, he pro-
duced a handsome pistol from his pocket. I in-
quired if it was customary for men in his way
of life to carry pistols, and he expressed his
conviction that it was, but only when tra-
velling in the country, and in possession of
money or valuable stock. “I gave only 7s. Gd.
for this pistol,” he said, “ and have refused 10s. 6d.
for it, for I shall get a better price, as it’s an ex-
cellent article, on: some of my rounds in town. I
bought it to take to Ascot races with me, and have
it with me now, but it s not loaded, for I’m going
to Moulsey Hurst, where Hampton races are
held. You’re not safe if you travel after a great
muster at a race by yourself without a pistol.
Many a poor fellow like me has been robbed, and
the public hear nothing about it, or say it’s all
gammon. At Ascot, sir, I trusted my money to a
booth-keeper I kunew, as a few men slept in his
booth, and he put my bit of tin with his own
under his head where he slept, for safe keeping.
There's a little doing in second-hand pistols to
such as me, but we generally sell them again.”

Of second-kand guns, or other offensive weapons,
there is no street sale. A few * life-preservers,”
some of gutta percha, are hawked, but they are
generally new. Bullets and powder are not sold
by the pistol-hawkers, but a mould for the casting
of bullets is frequently sold along with the weapon.

Of these second-hand pistol-sellers there are now,
I am told, more than there were last year. I
really believe,” said one man, laughing, but I
heard a similar account from others, “ people were
afraid the foreigners coming to tlie Great Exhibi-
tion had some mischief in their noddles, and so a
pistol was wanted for protection. In my opinion,
o pistol’s just one of the things that people don’t
think of buying, ’til it ’s shown to them, and then
they 're tempted to have it.”

The principal strect-sale, independently of the
hz}wking to public-houses, is in such places as Rat-
cliffie-highway, where the mates and petty officers
of ships are accosted and invited to buy a good
second-hand pistol. The wares thus vended are
generally of a well-made sort.

In this traffic, which is known as a straggling
trade, pursued by men who are at the same time
pursuing other street-callings, it may be estimated,
I am assured, that there are 20 men engaged,
each taking as an average 17. a week., In some
weeks 2 man may take 50 ; in the next month he
may s<_all no weapons at all.  From 30 te 50 per
tent. 15 the wsnal rate of profit, and the yearly
sireet outlay on these second-hand offensive or de-
fensive weapons is 1040/,

One man who “did a little in pistols™ told me,

“that 25 or 30 years apo, when he was a boy, his
father sometimes cleared 2Z. a week in the- street-
sale and hawking of second-hand boaing-yloves,
and that he himself had sometimes carried the
“gloves” in his hand, and pistols in his pocket for
sale, but that now boxing-gloves were in no de-
mand whatever among street-buyers, and were ‘a
complete drug.”  He used to sell them at 3s. the
set, which is four gloves.”

OF THE STREET-SELLERS 0F SECOND-HARD
CURIOSITIES.

SEVERAL of the things known in the strect-trade
as “ curiosities” can hardly be styled second-hand
with any propriety, but they are so sivled in the
streets, and are usnally vended by street-merchants
who trade in second-hand wares,

Curiosities are displayed, I cannot say tempt-
ingly (except perhaps to a sanguine antiquarian),
for there is a great dinginess in the display, on
stalls.  One man whom I met wheeling his barrow
in High-street, Camden-town, gave me an account
of his trade. He was dirtily rather than meanly
clad, and had a very selfsatisfied expression of
face. The principal things on his barrow were
cotis, shells, and old buclles, with a pair of the
very high and wooden-heeled shoes, worn in the
earlier part of the last century.

The coins were all of copper, and certainly did
not lack variety. Among them were tokens, but
none very old. There was the head of ** Charles
Marguis Cornwallis® looking fierce in a cocked
hat, while on the reverse was Fame with her
trumpet and a wreath, and banners at her feet,
with the superseription: “ His fame resounds
from east to west.” There was a head of Welling-
ton with the date 1811, and the legend of “ Vin-
cit amor patriee.,”  Also “The R, Hon. W. Pitt,
Lord Warden Cingue Ports,” looking courtly in a
bag wig, with his hair brushed from his brow into
what the cnriosity-seller called a  topping.” This
was anuounced as a *“ Cinque Ports token payable
at Dover,” and was dated 1794. * Wellingtons,”
said the man, “is cheap; that one’s only a half
penny, but here’s one here, sir, as you seem to
understand coins, as I hope to get 2d. for, and will
take no less. It’s ‘J. Lackington, 1794, you
see, and on the back there’s a Fame, and round
heris written—and it’s a good speciment of a coin
—* Halfpenny of Lackington, Allen & Co.,
cheapest booksellers in the world.” That ’s scarcer
and more vallyballer than Wellingtons or Nelsons
either.” Of the current coin of the realm, I saw
none older than Charles II,, and but one of his
reign, and little legible. Indeed the reverse had
been ground quite smeoth, and some one had en-
graved upon it ““ Charles Dryland Tunbridg.,” A
small “e” over the “g” of Tunbridg perfected
the orthography. This, the strect-seller said, was
a “love-token ™ as well as an old cein, and ““ them
love-tokens was getting scarce.”  Of foreign and
colonial coins there were perhaps 60, The oldest
I saw was one of Lounis XY, of France and Na-
varre, 1774. There was one also of the “ Re-
publique Francaise” when Napoleon was First
Consul,  The colonial coins were more numerous
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¢ who offer telescopes to persons about the docks or
. Wharfs, who may. be going some voyage. These
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than the foreign. There was.the ““ One Penny
token” of Lower Canada; the “one quarter
:anna” of the East India Company ; the ¢ half
! stiver of the colonies of Essequibo and Dema-
4r1ara;” the “halfpenny token of the province of
- Nova Scotia,” &c. &c. There were also counter-
feit balferowns and bank tokens worn from their
simulated silver to rank copper. The principle
‘ on which this man “priced ” his coins, as he
called it, was simple enough. What was the
size of a halfpenny he asked a penny for; the size
of a penny coin was 2d.  “It’s a difficult trade
is mine, sir,” he said, “to carry on properly, for
you may be so easily taken in, if you’re mnot a
judge of coins and other curiosities.”

The shells of this man’s stock in trade he called
“ conks” and “king conks.” He had no * clamps”
then, he told me, but they sold pretty well; he
described them as “two shells together, one fitting
inside the other.” He also had sold what he called
“ African cowries,” which were as * big as a pint
pot,” and the smaller cowries, which were “money
in India, for his father was a soldier and had been
there and saw it.” The shells are sold from 1d.
to 2s. 64.

The old buckles were such as used to be worn
on shoes, but the plate was all worn off, and
“such like curiosities,” the man told me, “got
scarcer and scarcer.”

Many of the stalls which are seen in the
streets are the property of adjacent shop or store-
keepers, and there are not now, I am informed,
inore than six men who earry on this trade apart
from other commerce. Their average takings are
155, weekly each man, about two-thirds being
profit, or 234/, in a vear. Some of the stands
are in Great Wyld-street, but they are chiefly the
property of the second-hand furniture brokers. .

OF 7HE STREET-SELLERS 0F SECOND-EARD
TELESCOPES AND PoCEKET (GLASSES.

Ix the sale of second-hand telescopes only one
man is now engaged in any extensive way, except
on mere chance occasions. Fourteen or fifteen
years ago, I was informed, there was a consider-
able street sale in small telescopes at 1s. each,
They were made at Birmingham, my informant
believed, but were sold as second-hand goods in
London. Of this trade there is now no remains.

The principal seller of second-hand telescopes
takes a stand on Tower Hill or by the Coal
Exchange, and his customers, as he seils excellent
“ glasses,” are mostly sea-faring men. He has sold,
and still sells, telescopes from 27, 10s. to 57, each,
the purchasers generally “trying” them, with
strict examination, from Tower Hill, or on the
Custom-House Quay. There are, in addition to
this street-seller, six and sometimes eight others,

but so little is done in them that I can obtaiy
no statistics. A spectacle seller told me that he
had once tried to sell two second-hand oper.
glasses at 2s, 6d. each, in the street, and then in
the public-houses, but was laughed at by the
people who were usually his customers.

with opera-glasses? wait until they had opera.
keeper.

OF TEHE STREET-SELLERS OF OTHER MISCEL-
LANEOUS SEcoND-HAXD ARTICLES.

THE other second-hand articles sold in the streets

characteristics of the trade, when any striking
peculiarities exist.

the whole trade, is impossible. I shall therefore
select only such as are sold the more extensively,

hand street-commerce.
Writing-desks, tea-caddies, dressing-cases, and

““got up” now so cheaply by the poor fancy cabinet-

ture warehouses, and for some of the general-
dealing swag-shops, that the sale of anything

told that as regards second-hand writing-desks and
dressing-cases, it might be said there was “no
trade at all now.” A few, however, are still to

“used” by artishns who may be considered
them,” I was informed, and ““working people’s

uncle’s eards’ there” (pawnbroker's duplicates).

caddies at 9d., 1s., and 1s. 3d. each, and cleared
2s.in a day when he had stock and devoted his
time to this sale. He could not persevere in it if
he wished, he told me, as he might lose a day in
looking out for the caddies; he might go to fifty
brokers and not find one caddy cheap enough for
his purpose.

quantities in the streets, and are usually vended
at stalls. Shoe-brushes are in the best demand,
and are generally sold, when in good condition, at
1s. the set, the cost to the street-seller being 8d.
They are bought, I was told, by the people who
clean their own shoes, or have to clean other
people’s.  Clothes’ brushes are not sold to any
extent, asthe  hard brush” of the shoe set is used

hawked to public-housesand offered in the streets, |

“QOpera. | "
glasses ! 7 they said, “why, what did they want B

boxes.” He sold the glasses at last to a shop |

I will give under one head, specifying the different |-
To give a detail of the whole |
trade, or rather of the several kinds of articlesin |
or present any novel or curious features of second- |-
Inife-boxes used to be a ready sale, I was - | -
formed, when “good second-hand ;” but they are |-

makers who work for the * slanghterers,” or farni- |-

second-hand is greatly diminished. In fact Iwas i

be seen at miscellaneous stalls, and are occasion- |..
ally, but very rarely, offered at a public-house |

“judges” of work. The tea-caddies are the things :
which are in best demand. “ Working people buy |

wives, When women are the customers they look |
closely at the lock and key, as they keep ‘my |

One man had lately sold second-hand ‘tea- |

Brushes are sold second-hand in considerable

. are as often new as second-hand, but the second-
7. hand articles are preferred. This, however, is
: @ Jewish trade which will be treated of under
* another head.

An old opera-glass, or the smaller articles best
known as * pocket-glasses,” are occasionally

by working people for a clothes’ brush.  Of late,
I am told, second-hand brushes have sold more
freely than ever. They were hardly to be had
just when wanted, in a sufficient quantity, for the
demand by persons going to Epsom and Ascot
races, who carry a brush of little value with them,

i e
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to brush the dust gathered on the road from their
coats. The coster-girls buy very hard brushes,
sndeed mere stumps, with which they brush
radishes; these brushes are vended at the stfreet-
Is at 1d. each.

S‘tall[n Stuffed Birds for the embellishment of the
walls of a room, there is still a small second-hfmd
street sale, but none now in images or chimney-piece
ornaments. ¢ Why,” said one dealer, “ I can now
buy new figures for 9d., such as not many years
aco cost 7s., 8o what chance of a second-hand
sale is there?”  The stuffed birds which sell the
best are starlings. They are all sold as second-
hand, but are often “made up” for street-traffic;
an old bird or two, I was told, in a new case, or a
new bird in an old case. Last Saturday evening
one man told me ke had sold two *“long cases” of
starlings and small birds for 2s. 6d. each. There
are no stuffed parrots or foreign birds in this sale,
and no pheasants or other game, except sometimes
wretched old things which are sold because they
happen to be in a case.

The street-trade in second-hand Lasis is confined
principally to Petticoat and Rosemary lanes, where
they are bought by the * garret-masters” in
the shoemaking trade who supply the large whole-
sale warehouses; that is to say, by small masters
who find their own materials and sell the boots
and shoes by the dozen pairs. The lasts are
bought also by mechanics, street-sellers, and other
poor persons who cobble their own shoes. A
shoemaker told me that he occasionally hought
a last at a street stall, or rather from street
hampers in Petticoat and Rosemary lanes, and it
seemed to him that second-hand stores of street
lasts got neither bigger nor smaller: “I suppose
it’s this way,” he reasoned; “the garret-master
buys lasts to do the slop-snobbing cheap, mostly
women’s lasts, and he dies or is done up and goes
to the “great house,” and his lasts find their way
back to the streets. You notice, sir, the first time
you re in Rosemary-lane, how little a great many
of the lasts have been used, and that shows what
a terrible necessity there was to part with them.
In some there’s hardly any peg-marks at all.”
The Jasts are sold from 1d. to 3d. each, or twice
that amount in pairs, “rights and lefts,” accord-
ing to the size and the condition. There are about
20 street Jast-sellers in the second-hand trade of
London—*at least 20,” one man said, after he
seemed to have been making a mental caleunlation
on the subject.

Second-hand harness is sold largely, and when
good is sold very readily. There is, I am told,
far less slop-work in harness-making than in shoe-
making or in the other trades, such as tailoring,
and “many a lady’s pony harness,” it was said to
me by a second-hand dealer, “goes mext to a
tradesman, and next to a costermonger’s donkey,
and if it’s been good leather to begin with—as
it will if it was made for a Jady—why the traces
Ul stand clouting, and patching, and piecing, and
mending for a long time, and they ’ll do to cobble
old boots last of all, for old leather ’il wear just
in treading, when it might snap at a puil. Give
e a good quality to begin with, sir, and it’s

gerviceable to the end.” In my inguiries among
the costermongers I ascertained that if one of that
body startzd his donkey, or rose from that to his
pony, he never bought new harness, unless
it were a new collar if he had a regard for the
comfort of his beast, but bought old harness, and
“did it wup” himself, often using iron rivets,
or clenched mails, to reunite the broken parts,
where, of course, 2 harness-maker would apply a
patch. Nor is it the costermongers alone who
buy all their harness second-hand. The sweep,
whose stock of soot is large enough to require the
help of an ass and a cart in its transport; the
collector of Dbones and offal from the butchers’
slaughter-houses or shops; and the many who
may be considered as co-traders with the coster-
monger class—the greengrocer, the street coal-
seller by retail, the salt-sellers, the gravel and
sand dealer (a few have small carts)—all, indeed,
of that class of traders, buy their harness second-
hand, and generally in the streets. The chief sale
of second-hand harness is on the Friday afternoons,
in Smithfield. The more especial street-sale is in
Petticoat and Rosemary lanes, and in the many
off-streets and alleys which may he called the tri-
butaries to those great second-hand marts. There
is no sale of these wares in the Saturday night
markets, for in the crush and bustle generally
prevailing there at such times, no room could
be found for things requiring so much space as
sets of second-hand harness, and no time suffi-
ciently to examine them. ¢ There’s so much to
look at, you understand, sir,” said one second-
hand street-trader, who did a little in harness
as well as in barrows, “if you wants a decent
set, and don't grudge a shilling or two--and
I never grudges them myself when I has ’em—so
that it takes a little time. You must see that the
buckles has good tongues—and it ’s a sort of joke
in the trade that a bad tongue’s a d——d bad
thing-—and that the pannel of the pad ain’t as
hard as a board (flocks is the best stuffing, sir),
and that the bit, if it’s rusty, can be polished up,
for a animal no more likes a rusty bit in his
mouth than we likes a musty bit of bread in
ourn. O, a man as treats his ass as a ass
ought to be treated—and it’s just the same if he
has a pony—can’t be too perticler. If I had my
way I’°d ’act a law making people perticler about
’osses’ and asses’ shoes. If your boot pinches you,
sir, you can sing out to your bootmaker, but a ass
can’t blow up a farrier.,” It seems to me that in
these homely remarks of my informant, there is,
so to speak, a sound practical kindliness. There
can be little doubt that a fellow who maltreats his
ass or his dog, maltreats his wife and children
when he dares.

Clocks are sold second-hand, but oenly by three
or four foreigners, Dutchmen or Germans, who
hawk them and sell them at 2s. 6d. or 3s.
each, Dutch clocks only been disposed of in this
way. These traders, therefore, come under the
head of StrEET-FOREIGNERS. “ Ay,” one street-
seller remarked to me, “it’s only Dutch now as
is second-handed in the streets, but it ‘Il soon be
Americans. The swags is some of them hung p
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with Slick’s;” [so he called the American clocks,
meaning the * Sam Slicks,” in reference to Mr.
Justice Hallyburton’s work of that title ;] “they’re
hung up with ’em, sir, and no relation whatsomever
(pawnbroker) 'l give a printed character of ’em
(a duplicate), and so they must come to the streets,
and jolly cheap they’ll be.” The foreigners who
sell the second-hand Dutch  clocks sell also new
clocks of ihe .same manufacture, and ofien on
tally, 1s. a week being the usual payment.

Cartouchebozes are sold ‘at the miscellaneous
stalls, but oniy after there has been what I heard
called a “Tower sale” (sale of military stores).
When bought of the street-sellers, the use of these
boxes is far, more peaceful than that for which
they were manufactured. | Instead of the recep-
tacles of cartridges, the divisions are converied
into nail boxes, each with its different assortment,
or contain the smaller kinds of tools, such as awl-
blades. These hoxes are sold in the streets at
id. or 1d. each, and are bought by jobbing shoe-
makers more than by any other class.

Of the other second-hand commodities of the
streets, I may observe that in Z'rinfets the trade
is altogether Jewish ; in Maps, with frames, it is
now a nonentity, and so it is with Fishing-rods,
Cricket-bats, dc.

In Umibrellas and Parasols the second-hand
traffic is large, but those vended in the streets are
nearly all “ done up ” for street-sale by the class
known as “ Mush,” or more properly “ Mushroom
Fakers,” that is to say, the makers or jfalkers
(facere—the slang falement being simply a cor-
ruption of the Latin facimentusm) of those articles
which are similar in shape to mushrooms. I shall
treat of this class and the goods they sell under
the head of Street-Artisans. The collectors of Old
Umbrellas and Parasols are the same persons as
collect the second-hand habiliments of male and
female attire.

The men and women engaged in the street-
commerce carried on in second-hand articles are,
in all respects, a more mixed class than the gene-
rality of street-sellers. Some hawk in the streets
goods which they also display in their shops, or
in the windowless apartments known as their
shops. Some are not in possession of shops, but
often buy their wares of those whe are. Some
collect or purchase the articles they vend ; others
collect them by barter. The itinerant crock-man,
the root-seller, the glazed table-cover seller, the
hawker of spars and worked stone, and even the
costermenger of the morning, is the dealer in
second-hand articles of the afiernoon and evening.
The costermonger is, moreover, ofien the buyer
and seller of second-hand harness in Smithfield.
I may point out again, alse, what a multifariousness
of wares passes in the course of a month through
the hands of a general street-seller; at one time
new goods, at another sccond-hand; sometimes
he is stationary at a pitch vending ‘““lots,” or

.1

[T . .. .
swag toys;” at others itinerant, selling braces,
belts, and hose.

I found no miscellaneous dealer who could tell

«did well ” in this, and badly in the other trade,
but beyond such vague statements there is no pre.
cise information to be had.
lected that the street-sellers do not keep accounts,

all headwork with us,” a strcet-seller said, some-

book-keeping was rather commendable.

¢ ++4 % Or SECOND-HAND STORE SHOPS.

PeruAps it may add to the completeness of the
information here given concerning the trading in

cellaneous character, the manner in which, and
the parties by whom the business is carried on,
if I conclude this branch of the subject by a
account of the shops of the second-hand dealers

I have described ‘is not great. It may be said
to be merely from the street to within doors,
Marine-store dealers have often in their start in

their ventures be unsuccessful, Some of them,

way.”

of observers —

confused jumble of old, worn-out, wretched arti-
their ever having been bought, is only to be
ever being sold again.

volumes; and as many wine-giasses—all different

ornaments —cracked, of course; the remains of a

surgeons’ ditto, with gilt labels and without

flourished about the beginning of the thirteenth
century, by an artist who never flourished at all;
an incaleulable host of miscellanies of every de-
scription, including armour and cabinets, rags and
bones, fenders and street-door knockers, fire-irons,
wearing-apparel and bedding, a hall-lamp, and 2
room-door. Imagine, in addition to this incon-
gruous mass, a black doll in a white frock, with
two faces—one looking up the street, and the

me of the proportionate receipts from the various

other looking down. swinging over the door; @

articles he dealt in even for the last month. He 5

LA e eran s I B

It should be recal- f:

o VA g S

or those documents would supply references. “It’s | .

what "boastingly, to me, as if the ignorance of | -
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old refuse articles, and especially those of a mis- -

The "distance between the class of these shop-
keepers and of the stall and barrow-keepers |

lif: been strect-sellers, not ‘unfrequently coster- [ ¢
mongers, and- street-sellers they again become if |.

however, make a good deal of money in what E
may be best understood as a * hugger-mugger | :

On this subject I cannot do better than quote }
Mr. Dickens, one of the most minute and truthful |.

« The reader must often have perceived in some |-
by-street, in a poor meighbourhood, a small dirty | =
shop, exposing for sale the most extraordinary and

cles, that can well be imagined. OQur wonder at |

equalled by our astonishment at the idea of their
On a board, at the side of { .}
the door, are placed about twenty books—al: odd |

patterns ; several locks, an old earthenware pan,
full of rusty keys; two or three gandy chimney ;- ::

lustre, without any drops; a round frame like a |-
capital O, which has once held a mirror; a flute, |
complete with the exception of the middle joint; | .-
a pair of cuwlingirons; and a tinder-box, In i
front of the shop-window, are ranged some half |
dozen high-backed chairs, with spinal complaints o
and +wasted legs; a corner cupboard ; two or |-
three very dark mahogany tables with flaps like '
mathematical problems; some pickle-bottles, some |. -
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stoppers ; an unframed portrait of some lady who
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board with the squeezed-up inscription  Dealer in
marine stores, in lanky white letters, whose
height is strangely out of proportion to their
width; and you have before you precisely the
kind of shop to which we wish to direct your
attention. )

¢ Although the same heterogeneous mixture ?f
things will be found at all these places, it is
curious to observe how truly and accurately some
of the minor articles which are exposed for sale—
articles of wearing-apparel, for instance—mark the
character of the meighbourhood. Take Drury-
lane and Covent-garden for example.

« This is essentially a theatrical neighbourhood.
There is not a potboy in the vicinity who is not,
to a greater or less extent, a dramatic character.
The errand-boys and chandlers’-shop-keepers’ sons,
are all stage-struck : they ¢ get up’ plays in back
kitchens hired for the purpose, and will stand
before a shop-window for hours, contemplating a
great staring portrait of Mr. somebody or - other,
of the Royal Coburg Theatre, ¢ as he appeared in
the character of Tongo the Denounced.” The
consequence is, that there is mot a marine:store
shop in the neighbourhood, which does not exhibit
for sale some faded articles of dramatic finery,
such as three or four pairs of soiled buff boots
with turn-over red tops, heretofore worn by a
‘fourth robber,’ or ¢fifth mob;’ a pair of rusty
broad-swords, a few gauntlets, and certain re-
splendent ornaments, which, if they were yellow
instead of white, might be taken for insurance
plates of the Sun Fire-office. There are several
of these shops in the narrow streets and dirty
courts, of which there are so many mnear the
national theatres, and they all have tempting
goods of this description, with the addition, per-
haps, of a lady’s pink dress covered with span-
gles; white wreaths, stage shoes, and a tiara like
atin lamp reflector. They have been purchased of
some wretched supernumeraries, or sixth-rate
actors, and are now offered for the benefit of the
rising generation, who, on condition of making
certain weekly payments, amounting in the whole
to about ten times their value, may avail them-
selves of such desirable bargains.

“Let us take a very different quarter, and
apply it to the same test. Look at a marine-store
dealer’s, in that reservoir of dirt, drunkenness,
and drabs: thieves, oysters, haked potatoes, and
pickled salinon — Rateclif-highway.  Here, the
wearing-apparel is all nautical. Rough blue
Jackets, with mother-of-pearl buttons, oil-skin hats,
coarse checked shirts, and large canvass trousers
that Jook as if they were made for a pair of bodies
instead of a pair of legs, are the staple commo-
dities. Then, there are large bunches of cotton
pocket-handkerchiefs, in colour and pattern unlike
any one ever saw before, with the exception of
those on the backs of the three young Jadies with-
out bonnets who passed just now. The furniture
1s much the same as elsewhere, with the addition
of one or two models of ships, and some old
prints of naval engagements in still older frames.
In the window are a few compasses, a small tray
containing silver watches in clumsy thick cases;

and tobacco-hoxes, the lid of each ornamented
with a ship, or an anchor, or some such trophy.
A sailor generally pawns or sells all he has before
he has been long ashore, and if he does not, some
favoured companion kindly saves him the trouble.
In either case, it is an even chance that he after-
wards unconsciously repurchases the same things
at a higher price than he gave for them at first.

¢ Again: pay a visit, with a similar object, to a
part of London, as unlike both of these as they
are to each other. Cross over to the Surry side,
and look at such shops of this description as are
to be found near the King’s Bench prison, and in
‘the Rules” How different, and how strikingly
illustrative of the decay of some of the unforfunate
residents in this part of the metropolis! Impri-
sonment and neglect have done their work. There
is contamination in the profligate denizens of a
debtors’ prison ; old friends have fallen off; the
recoilection of former prosperity has passed away;
and with it all thoughts for the past, all care for
the future. First, watches and rings, then cloaks,
coats, and all the more expensive articles of dress,
have found their way to the pawnbroker's. That
miserable resource has failed at last, and the sale
of some trifling article at one of these shops, has
been the only mode left of raising a shilling or
two, to'meet the urgent demands of the moment.
Dressing-cases and writing-desks, too old to pawn
but too good to keep; guns, fishing-rods, musical
instruments, a1l in the same condition; have first
been sold, and the sacrifice has been but slightly
felt. But hunger must be allayed, and what has
already become a habit, is easily resorted fo,
when an emergency arises. Light ariicles of
clothing, first of the ruined man, then of his wife,
at last of their children, even of the youngest,
have been parted with, piecemeal. There they
are, thrown carelessly together until a purchaser
presents himself, old, and patched and repaired,
it is true; but the make and materials tell of
better days: and the older they are, the greater
the misery and destitution of those whom they
once adorned.”

Or THE STREET-SELLERS OF SECOND-IIAND
APPAREL.

Tre multifariousness of the articles of this trade
is limited only by what the uncertainty of the
climate, the caprices of fashion, or the established
styles of apparel in the kingdom, have caused to
be worn, flung aside, and reworn as a revival of
an obsolete style. It is to be remarked, however
that of the old-fashioned styles mone that are
costly have been revived. Laced coats, and em-
broidered and lappeted waistcoats, have long dis-
appeared from second-hand traffic—the last stage
of fashions—and indeed from all places but court
or fancy balls and the theatre.

The great mart for second-band apparel was,
in the last century, in Monmouth-street; now,
by one of those arbitrary, and almost always
inappropriate, changes in the nomenclature of
streets, termed Dudley-street, Seven Dials. “3Mon-
mouth-street finery” was a commen term to ex-
press tawdriness and pretence. Now Monmouth-
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street, for its mew name is hardly legitimated,
has no finery. Its second-hand wares are almost
whollv confined to old boots and shoes, which are
\'ampéd up with a good deal of trickery ; so muchso
that a shoemaker, himself in the poorer practice
of the “gentle craft,” told me that blacking and
brown paper were the materials of Monmouth-
street cobbling. Almost every master in Mon-
mouth-street now is, I am told, an Irishman: and
the great majority of the workmen are Irishmen
also, There were a few Jews and a few cock-
neys in this well-known street a yecar or two
back, but now this branch of the second-hand
trade is really in the hands of what may be
called a clan. A little business is carried on in
second-hand apparel, as weli as boots and shoes,
but it is insignificant. ’

The head-quarters of this second-hand trade
are now in Petticoat and Rosemary lanes, espe-
cially in Petticoat-lane, and the traffic there
carried on may be called enormous. As in other
departments of commerce, both in our own capital,
in many of our older cities, and in the cities of
the Continent, the locality appropriated to this
traffic is one of marrow streets, dark alleys, and
most oppressive crowding. The traders seem to
judge of a Rag-fair garment, whether a cotton
frock or a ducal coachman’s great-coat, by the
touch, more reliably than by the sight; they in-
spect, so to speak, with their fingers more than
their eyes. But the business in Petticont and
Rosemary lanes is mostly of a retail character.
The wholesale mart—for the trade in old clothes
has both a wholesale and retail form—is in a place
of especial curiosity, and one of which, as being
little known, I shall first speak.

Or tar Orp CrorEEs ExcHAKXGE.

THE trade in second-hand apparel is one of the
most ancient of callings, and is known in almost
every country, but anything like the Old Clothes
Bxchange of the Jewish quarter of London, in
the extent and order of its business, is unequalled
in the world. There is indeed no other such
place, and it is rather remarkable that a business
occupying so many persons, and requiring such
facilities for examination and arrangement, should
not until the year 1843 have had its regulated
proceedings. The Old Clothes Hxchange is the
latest of the central marts, established in the me-
tropolis, '
Smithfield, or the Cattle Exchange, is the
oldest of all the markets; it is mentioned as a
place for the sale of horses in the time of Henry
II. Billingsgate, or the Fish Exchange, is of
ancient, hut uncertain era. Covent Garden—the
largest Frait, Vegetable, and Flower Exchange—
first became established as the centre of such com-
merce in the reign of Charles 1L ; the establish-
ment of the Borough and Spitalfields markets, as
other marts for the sale of fruits, vegetables, and
flowers, being nearly as ancient. The Royal
Exchange dates from the days of Queen Elizabeth,
and the Bank of England and the Stock-Exchange
from those of Wiiliam III., while the present pre-

Were it possible to obtain the statistics of the

I have mentioned has there been a greater in-
crease of business than in the trade in old clothes,
Whether this purports a high degree of national
prosperity or not, itis not my business at present
to inquire, and be it asit may, it is certain that,
until the last few years, the trade in old clothes
used to be carried on entirely in the open air, and
this in the localities which I have pointed out in

as comprising the Petticoat-lane district. The old
clothes trade was also pursued in Rosemary-lane,
but then—and so indeed it is now—this was but a
brazich of the more centralized commerce of Petti-
coat-lane. The head-quarters of the traflic at

ten square yards, adjoining Cutler-street. The
chief trafic elsewhere was originally in Cutler-
street, White-street, Carter-street, and in Harrow-
allev—the districts of the celebrated Rag-fair,
The confusion and clamour before the institu.
tion of the present arrangements were extreme,
Great as was the extent of the business transacted,
people wondered how it could be accomplished, for
it always appeared to a stranger, that there could
be no order whatever in all the disorder.
wrangling was incessant, nor were the trade-
contests always confined to wrangling alone, The
passions of the Irish often drove them to resort to
cuffs, kicks, and blows, which the Jews, although
with a better command over their tempers, were
not slack in returning. The East India Company,
some of whose warehouses adjoined the market,

the nuisance. Complaints from other quarters
were also frequent, and sometimes as many as
200 constables were necessary to restore or enforce
order, The nuisance, however, like many a
public nuisance, was left to remedy itself, or
rather it was left to be remedied by individual
enterprise. Mr. L. Tsaac, the present proprietor,
purchased the houses which then filled up the back
of Phil’s-buildings, and formed the present Old
Clothes Exchange. This was eight years ago;
now there are no more policemen in the locality
than in other equally populous parts.

Of Old Clothes Exchanges there are now
two, both adjacent, the one first opened by IMr.
Isaac being the most important. This is 100
feet by 70, and is the mart to which the collectors
of the cast-off apparel of the metropolis bring their
goods for sale. The goods are sold wholesale and
retail, for an old clothes merchant will buy either
a single hat, or an entire wardrobe, or a sackful
of shoes,—I need not ‘say pairs, for odd shoes
are not rejected. In one department of ““Isaac’s
BExchange,” however, the goods are not sold to
parties who buy for their own wearing, but to the
old clothes merchant, who buys to seil again. In
this portion of the mart are 90 stalls, averaging
about six square feet each.

In another department, which communicates
with the first, and is two-thirds of the size, are

mises for the Corn and Coal Exchanges are modern,

assembled such traders as huy the old garments fo

last quarter of a century, it would, perhaps, be
found that in none of the important interests |

my account of the trade in old metal (p. 10, vol. ii)

that time were confined to a space not more than |

The

frequently complained to the city authorities of |
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dispose of them, either after a process of cleaning,
or when they have been repaired and renovated.
These buyers arc generally shopkeepers, residing
in the old clothes districts of Marylebone-lane,
Holywell-street, Monmouth-street, Union-street
(Borough), Saffron-hill  (Field-lane), Drury-lane,
Shoreditch, the Waterloo-road, and other places
of which I shall have to speak hereafter.

MThe difference between the first and second
class of buyers above mentioned, is really that of
the merchant and the retail shopkeeper. The one
buys literally anything presented to him which is
vendible, and in any quantity, for the supply of
the wholesale dealers from distant parts, or for
exportation, or for the general trade of London.
The other purchases what suits his ind.lvzdual
trade, and is likely to suit regular or promiscuous
customers,

In another part of the same market is carried
on the refail old clothes trade to any one—shop-
keeper, artisan, clerk, costermonger, or gentlemen.
This indeed, is partially the case in the other
parts. “Yesh, inteet,” said a Hebrew trader,
whom I conversed with on the subject, I shall
be clad to shell you one coat, sir. Dish von is
shust your shize; it is verra sheep, and vosh
made by one tip-top shnip.” Indeed, the keenness
and anxiety to trade—whenever trade seems
possible—causes many of the frequenters of these
marts to infringe the arrangements as to the
manner of the traffic, though the proprietors
endeavour to cause the regulations to be strictly
adhered to,

The second Exchange, which is a few yards
apart from the other is known as Simmons and
Levy’s Clothes Exchange, and is unemployed, for
its more especial business purposes, except in
the mornings. The commerce is then wholesale,
for here are sold collections of unredeemed pledges
in wearing apparel, consigned there by the pawn-
brokers, or the buyers at the auctions of unre-
deemed goods; as well as draughts from the
stocks of the wardrobe dealers; a quantity of
military or naval stores, and such like artieles.
In the afternoon the stalls are occupied by retail
dealers. The ground is about as large as the first-
mentioned Exchange, but is longer and narrower.

In neither of these places is there even an
attempt at architectural elegance, or even neat-
ness, The stalls and partitions are of unpainted
wood, the walls are bare, the only care that
seems to be manifested is that the places should
be dry. In the first instance the plainness was
no doubt a necessity from motives of prudence, as
the establishments were merely speculations, and
now everything but busiress seems to be disre-
garded. The Old Clothes Exchanges have as-
suredly one recommendation as they are now
seen~—their appropriateness, They have a thread-
bare, patched, and second-hand look. The dresses
worn by the dealers, and the dresses they deal
in, are all in accordance with the genius of the
place, But the eagerness, crowding, and energy,
are the grand features of the scene; and of all
the many curious sights in London there is none
S0 picturesque (from the various costumes of the

buyers and sellers), none so novel, and none so
animated as that of the Old Clothes Exchange.

Business is carried on in the wholesale depart-
ment of the Old Clothes Exchanges every day
during the week; and in the retail on each day
except the Hebrew Sabbath (Saturday). The
Jews in the old clothes trade observe strictly the
command that on their Sabbath day they shall do
no manner of work, for on a visit I paid to the
Exchange last Saturday, not a single Jew could I
see engaged in any business. IBut though the
Hebrew Sabbath is observed by the Jews and
disregarded by the Christians, the Christian
Sabbath, on the other hand, is disregarded by Jew
and Christian alike, some few of the Irish ex-
cepted, who may occasionally go to early mass,
and attend at the Exchange afterwards. Sunday,
therefore, in “ Rag-fair,” is like the other days of
the week (Saturday excepted) ; business closes on
the Sunday, however, at 2'instead of 6.

On the Saturday the keen Jew-traders in the
neighbourhood of the Exchanges may - be scen
standing at their doors—after the synagogue hours
—oy looking out of their windews, dressed in their
best. The dress of the men is for the most part
not distinguishable from that of the Inglish on
the Sunday, except that there may be a greater
glitter of rings and watch-guards. The dress of
the women is of every kind; becoming, handsome,
rich, tawdry, but seldom neat.

Or rEE WoorEsALE Busixkss AT Tug Oud
CrLoTHES EXCHAXNGE.

A CONSIDERABLE quantity of the old clothes dis-
posed of at the Exchange are bought by mer-
chants from Ireland, They are then packed in
bales by porters, regularly employed for the
purpose, and who literally &uild them up square
and compact. These bales are each worth from
50L to 3007, though seldom 300/, and it is
curious to reflect from how many
the pile of old garments has been collected
—how many privations have been endured
before some of these habiliments found their
way into the possession of the old clothes-
man—what besotted debauchery put others in
his possession—with what cool calculation others
were disposed of—how many were procured for
money, and how many by the tempting offers of
flowers, glass, crockery, spars, table-covers, lace,
or millinery—what was the clothing which could
first be spared when rent was to he defrayed or
bread to be bought,and what was treasured until the
last—in what scenes of gaiety or gravity; in the
opera-house or the senate, had the perhaps departed
wearers of some of that heap of old clothes
figured—through how many possessors, and again
through what new scenes of middle-class or
artizan comfort had these dresses passed, or through
what accidents of ‘genteel” privation and desti-
tution—and lastly through what necessities of
squalid wretchedness and low debauchery.

Every kind of cld attire, from the highest to
the wery lowest, I was emphatically told, was
sent to Ireland.

Some of the bales are composed of garments

classes’
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originally made for the labouring classes. These
are made up of every description of colour and
material—cloth, corduroy, woollen cords, fustian,
moleskin, flannel, velveteen, plaids, and the several
varieties of those substances. In them are to be
seen coats, great-coats, jackets, trousers, and
breeches, but no other habiliments, such as boots,
shirts, or stockings. I was told by a gentleman,
who between 40 and 50 years ago was familiar
with the liberty and poorer parts of Dublin, that
the most coveted and the most saleable of all
second-hand apparel was that of leather breeches,
worn commonly in some of the country parts
of England half a century .back, and sent
in considerable quantities at that tinie from
London to Ireland. These nether habiliments
were coveted because, as the Dublin sellers would
say, they ¢ would wear for ever, and look illigant
after that.” Buck-skin breeches are now never
worn except by grooms in their liveries, and
gentlemen when hunting, so that the trade in
them in the Old Clothes Exchange, and their ex-
portation to Ireland, are at an end. The next most
saleable thing—I may mention, incidentally—
vended cheap and second-hand in Dublin, to the
poor Irishmen of the period I speak of, was a
wig ! And happy was the man who could wear
two, one over the other.

Some of the Irish buyers who are regular fre-
quenters of the London Old Clothes Exchange,
take a small apartment, often a garret or a cellar,
in Petticoat-lane or its vicinity, and to this room
they convey their purchases until a sufficient stock
has been collected. Among these old clothes the
Irish possessors cook, or at any rate eat, their
meals, and upon them they sleep. I did not hear
that such dealers were more than ordinarily un-
healthy ; though it may, perhaps, be assumed that
such habits are fatal to health. What may be the
average duration of life among old clothes sellers
who live in the midst of their wares, I do not
know, and believe that no facts have been col-
lected on the subject; but I certainly saw among
them some very old men.

Other wholesale buyers from Ireland occupy
decent lodgings in the neighbourhood—decent
considering the locality. In Phil's-buildings, 2
kind of wide alley which forms one of the ap-
proaches to the Exchange, are eight respectable
apartments, almost always let to the Irish old
¢lothes merchants.

Tradesmen of the same class come also from
the large towns of England and Scotland to buy
for their customers some of the left-off clothes of
London. : '

Nor is this the extent of the wholesale trade.
Bales of old clothes are exported to Belgium and
Holland, but principally to Holland. Of the
quantity of goods thus exported to the Continent
not above one-half, perhaps, can be called old
clothes, while among these the old livery suitsare in
the best demand. The other goods of this foreign
trade are old serges, duffles, carpeting, drugget,
and heavy woollen goods generally, of all the
descriptions which I have before enumerated as
parcel of the sccond-hand trade of the streets.

01d merino curtains, and any second-hand decora-
tions of fringes, woollen lace, &¢., are in demand
for Holland.

Twelve bales, averaging somewhere about 100/,
each in value, but not fully 100/, are sent direct
every week of the year from the Old Clothes
Exchange to distant places, and this is not the
whole of the trafiic, apart from what is done retail,
I am informed on the best authority, that the
average trade may be stated at 1500L a week
all the year round. When I come to the
conclusion of the subject, however, I shall he
able to present statistics of the amount turned
over in the respective branches of the old
clothes trade, as well as of the number of the
traffickers, only one-fourth of whom are now
Jews.

The conversation which goes on in the Old
Clothes Exchange during business hours, apart
from the “larking ” of the young sweet-stuff and
orange or cake-sellers, is all concerning business,
but there is, even while business is being trans-
acted, a frequent interchange of jokes, and even 0.
practical jokes. The business talk—1I was told
by an old clothes collector, and I heard similar
remarks—is often to the following effect :—

“ How much is this here ?” says the man who
comes to buy. “One pound five,” replies the
Jew seller. “I won't give you above half the
money.” “ Half de money,” cries the salesman,
“ 1 car't take dat. Vat above the 16s. dat you
offer now vill you give for it? Vill you give me
eightcen? Vell, come, give ush your money, 1’ve
got ma rent to pay.” DBut the man says, “I only
bid you 12s. 6d., and I shan’t give no more.”
And then, if the seller finds he can get him {o
“ spring” or advance no further, he says, I shup-
posh I musht take your money even if I loosh by
it. You’ll be a better cushtomer anoder time.”
[This is still a common * deal,” I am assured by
one who began the business at 13 years old, and
is now upwards of 60 years of age. The Pet-
ticoat-laner will always ask at least twice as
much as he means to take.]

For a more detailed account of the mode of
business as conducted at the Old Clothes Tx-
change I refer the reader to p. 368, vol. i. Sub-
sequent visits have shown me nothing to alter in
that description, although written (in one of my
letters in the Aforning Chromicle), nearly two
years ago. 1 have merely to add that I have
there mentioned the receipt of a halfpenny toll;
but this, I find, is not Jevied on Saturdays and
Sundays. '

I ought not to omit stating that pilfering one
from another by the poor persons who have col-
lected the second-hand garments, and have carried
them to the Old Clothes Exchange to dispose ¢f,
is of very rare occurrence. This is the more com-
mendable, for many of the wares could not be
identified by their owner, as he had procured
them only that morning. If, as happens often
enough, a man carried a dozen pairs of old
shoes to the Exchange, and one pair were stolen, he
might have some difficulty in swearing to the

Al At

et

e g g

iV ek kb d 9 0m T e M

ot
e

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR. 33

jdentity of the pair purloined. Tt is true that
the Jews, and crock-men, and others, who collect,
by sale or barter, masses of old clothes, note all
their defects very minutely, and might have no
moral doubt as to identity, nevertheless the
magistrate would probably concinde that the.legal
evidence—were it only circumstantial—was insuf-
cient. The young thieves, however, who flock
from the low lodging-houses in the n'eighbour-
hood, are an especial trouble in Petticoat-lane,
where the people robbed are generally too busy,
and the article stolen of too little value, to induce
a prosecution—a knowiedge which the juvenile
pilferer is not slow in acquiring., Sometimes when
these boys are caught pilfering, they are severely
beaten, especially by the women, who are aided
by the men, if the thief offers any formidable re-
sistance, or struggles to return the blows.

Or 1o USEs oF SECOND-IIAXD GARMENTS.

I mAvE now to describe the uses to which the
several kinds of garments which constitute the
commerce of the Old Clothes Exchange are de-
voted, whether it be merely in the re-sale of the
apparel. to be worn in its original form or in a
repaired or renovated form; or whether it be
“worked up” into other habiliments, or be useful
for the making of other descriptions of woollen
fabrics ; or else whether it be fit merely for its Jast
stages—the rag-bag for the paper-maker, or the
manure heap for the hop-grower.

Rach “left-off ¥ garment has its peculiar after
ases, according to its material and condition. The
practised eye of the old clothes man at once em-
braces every capability of the apparel, and the
amount whick these capabilities will realize ; whe-
ther they be woollen, linen, cotton, leathern, or
silken goods; or whether they be articles which
cannot be classed under any of those designations,
such as macintoshes and furs,

A surtout coat is the most serviceable of any
second-hand clothing, originally good. It can
be re-cuffed, re-collared, or the skirts re-lined with
new or old silk, or with a substitute for silk.
It can be “ restored” if the seams be white and
the general appearance what is best understood
by the expressive word “seedy.” This restora-
tion is a sort of re-dyeing, or rather re-colouring,
by the application of gall and logwood with a
small portion of copperas. If the under sleeve be
worn, as it often is by those whose avocations are
sedentary, it is renewed, and frequently with a
second-hand piece of cloth *“to match,” so that
there is no perceptible difference between the
renewal and the other parts. Many an honest
artisan in this way becomes possessed of his
Sunday frock-coat, as does many a smarter clerk
or shopman, impressed with a regard to his per-
sonal appearance.

In the last century, I may here observe, and
pethaps in the early part of the present, when
woollen cloth was much dearer, much more sub-
stantial, and therefore much more durable, it was
common for economists to havea good coat  turned.”
It was taken to pieces by the tailor and re-made,

the inner part becoming the outer. This mode
prevailed alike in France and BEngland ; for AMo-
lidre makes his miser, Harpagon, magnanimously
resolve to incur the cost of his many-years-old
cont heing “ turned,” for the celebration of his
expected marriage with a young and wealthy
bride. This way of dealing with a second-hand
garment is not so general now as it was formerly
in London, nor is it in the country.

If the surtont be incapable of restoration to
the appearance of a “respectable” garment, the
skirts are sold for the making of cloth caps;
or for the material of boys’ or “ youths'” waist-
coats ; or for ““poor country curates’ gaiters; but
not so much now as they once were. The poor
journeymen parsons,” I was told, “mnow goes
for the new slops; they’re often green, and is
had Dby ’vertizements, and bills, and them books
about fashions which is all over both coun-
try and town. Do you know, sir, why them
there books is always made so small? The leaves
is about fonr inches sguare. That’s fo prevent
their being any use as waste paper. I’ll back a
coat such as is someiimes sold by a gentleman’s
servang to wear out two new slops.”

Cloals are things of as ready sale as any kind
of old garments. If good, or even reparable, they
are in demand both for the home and foreign
trades, as cloaks; if too far gone, which is but
rarely the case, they are especially available for
the same purposes as the surtout. The same may
be said of the great-coat. ,

Divess-coats are far less useful, as if cleaned up
and repaired they are not in demand among the
working classes, and the clerks and shopmen on
small salaries are often tempted by the price, I
was told, to buy some wretched new slop thing
rather than a superior coat second-hand. The
dress-coats, however, are used for caps. Somctimes
a coat, for which the collector may have given
9d., is cut up for the repairs of better garments.

Trousers are re-seated and repaired where the
material is strong enough; and they are, I am
informed, now about the only habiliment which is
ever * turned,” and that but excepiionally. The
repairs to trousers are more readily effected than
those to coats, and trousers are freely bought by
the collectors, and as freely re-bought by the
public.

Waistcoats—TI still speak of woollen fabrics—
are sometimes used in cap-making, and were used
in gaiter-making. But generally, at the present
time, the worn edges are cut away, the buttons
renewed or replaced by a new set, sometimes of
clittering glass, the button-holes repaired or their
jaggedness gnmmed down, and so the waistcoas
is reproduced as a waistcoat, a size smaller.
Sometimes a © vest,” as waistcoats are occasionally
called, is nsed by the cheap boot-makers for the
“legs” of a woman’s cloth boots, either laced or
buttoned, but not a quarter as much as they would
be, I was told, if the buttons and button-holes of
the waistcoat would “do again” in the boot.

Nor is the woollen garment, if too thin, too
worn, or too rotten to be devoted to any of the
uses I have specified, flung away as worthless.  Te
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the traders in second-hand apparel, or in the re-
mains of second-hand apparel, a dust-hole is an
anknown receptacle. The woollen rag, for so it
is then considered, when unravelled can be made
available for the manufacture of cheap yarns,
being mixed with new wool. It is more probable,
however, that the piece of woollen fabric which
has been rejected by those who make or mend,
and who must make or mend so cheaply that the
veriest vagrani may be their customer, is formed
not only into a new material, but into a material
which sometimes is made into a new garment.
These garments are inferior to those woven of new
wool, both in lock and wear; but in some articles
the re-manufacture is beantiful. The fabric thus
snatched, as if were, from the ruins of cloth, is
known as shoddy, the chief seat of manufacture
being in Dewsbury, a small town in Yorkshire.
The old material, when duly prepared, is torn
into wool again by means of fine machinery, but
the recovered wool is shorter in its fibre and
more brittle in its pature; it is, indeed, more a
woollen pulp than a wool.

Touching this pecaliar branch of manufacture,
I will here cite from-the Morning Chronicle a
brief description of a Shoddy Mill, so that the
reader may have as comprehensive a knowledge
as possible of ihe several uses to which his left-
off clothes may be put.

¢ The small town of Dewsbury holds, in the
woollen district, very much the same position
which Oldbam does in the cotton country-—the
spinning and preparing of waste and refuse ma-
terials, To this stuff the name of “shoddy” is
given, bui the real and orthodox *shoddy ” is a
production of the woollen districts, and consists
of the second-hand wool manufactured by the
{earing up, or rather the grinding, of woollen rags
by means of coarse willows, called devils; the
operation of which sends forth choking clouds of
dry pungent dirt and floating fibres—the real and
original “devil's dust.” Having been, by the
agency of the machinery in question, reduced to
something like the original raw material, fresh
wool is aaded to the pulp in different proportions,
according to the quality of the stuff to be manu-
factured, and the mingled material is at length
reworked in the usual way Into alittle serviceable
cloth.

“ There are some shoddy mills in the neighbour-
hood of Huddersfield, but the mean little town
of Dewsbury may be taken as the metropolis of
the manufacture. Some- mills are devoted solely
to the sorting, preparing, and grinding of rags,
which are worked up in the neighbouring factories.
Here great bales, choke full of filthy tatters, lie
scattered about the yard, while the continual
arrival of loaded waggons keeps adding to the
heap. A glance at the exterior of these mills
shows their character. The walls and part of
the roof are covered with the thick clinging dust
and fibre, which ascends in choky volumes from the
open doorsand glassless windows of the ground
floor, and which also pours forth from a chimney,

?onstrlfcte_d for the purpose, exactly like smolke,
The mill is covered as with a mildewy fungus, and |

upon the gray slates of the roof the frowzy
deposit is often not less than two inches in depth,

¢ In the upper story of these mills the rags are
stored. A great ware-room is piled in many
places from the floor to the ceiling with bales of
woollen rags, torn strips and tatters of every
colour peeping out from the bursting depositories,
There is hardly a country in Europe which does
not contribute its quota of material to the shoddy
manufacturer. Rags are brought from France,
Germany, and in great quantities from Belgium,

Denmark, I understand, is favourably looked upon :

by the tatter merchants, being fertile in morsels of
clothing, of fair quality. Of domestic rags, the
Scotch bear off the palm; and possibly no oue
will be surprised to hear, that of all rags Irish
rags are the most worn, the filthiest, and gene-
rally the most unprofitable. The gradations of
value in the world of rags are indeed remarkable,
I was shown rags worth 50L per ton, and rags
worth only 30s. The best class is formed of the
remains of fine cloth, the produce of which, eked
out with a few bundles of fresh wool, is destined
to go forth to the world again as broad cloth, or
at all events as pilot cloth. Fragments of damask
and skirts of merino dresses form the staple of
middle-class rags; and even the very worst bales
—they appear unmitigated mashes of frowzy
filth—afford here and there some fragments of
calico, which are wrought wp into brown paper.
The refuse of all, mixed with the stuff which even
the shoddy-making devil rejects, is packed off to
the agricultural districts for use as manure, to fer-
tilize the hop-gardens of Kent.

“Under the rag ware-room is the sorting and
picking room. Here the bales are opened, and
their contents piled in close, poverty-smelling
masses, upon the floor. The operatives are en-
tirely women. They sit upon low stools, or halt
sunk and half enthroned amid heaps of the filthy
goods, busily employed in arranging them accord-
ing to the colour and the quality of the morsels,
and from the more pretending quality of rags
carefully ripping out every particle of cotton
which they can detect. Piles of rags of different
sorts, dozens of feet high, are the obvious fruits
of their labour. All these women are over eigh-
teen years of age, and the wages which they are
paid for ten hours’ work are 6s. per week, They
look squalid and dirty enough; but all of them
chatter and several sing over their noisome la-
bour. The atmosphere of the room is close and
oppressive ; and although no particalarly offensive
smell is perceptible, there is a choky, mildewy
sort of odour—a hot, moist exhalation—arising
from the sodden smouldering piles, as the vork-
women toss armfuls of rags from one heap to
another.
foulest which any phase of the factory system can
show.

“The devils are upon the ground floor. The
choking dust bursts out from door and window,
and it is not until a minute or so that the visiter
can see the workmen moving amid the clouds,
catching up annfuls of the sorted rags and tossing
them into the machine to be torn into fibry frag:

This species of work is the lowest and |
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s by the whitling revolutions of its teeth,
The place in which this is done is a large bare
room——the uncovered beams above, the rough
stone walls, and the woodwark of the unglazed

¢ windows being as it were furred over with cling-
" ing woolly matter.
- coarse

On the floor, the dust and
filaments lie as if ‘it had been snowing
snuff’ The workmen are coated with the flying
They wear bandages over their mouths,

. o as to prevent as much as possible the inhalatton
. of the dust, and seem loath to remove the protec-

* 4ion for & moment.

The rag grinders, with their

squalid, dust-strewn garments, powdered to a dull
* grayish hue, and with their bandages tied over

" the greater part of their faces, move about like
! reanimated mummies in their swathings, looking

 most ghastly. The wages of these poor creatures

. do not exceed T7s. or 8s. a week. The men are
" much Detter paid, none of them making less than

i 99
18s. a week, and many earning as much as 22s,

© Not one of them, however, will admit that he

¢ found the trade injurious.
© g little, they say, that is all.

The dust tickles them
They feel it most

‘ of a Monday morning, after being all Sunday in

"t the fresh air.
% it hurts their throats a little, but they drink mint
" tea, and that soon cures them,
" more or less subject to ‘shoddy fever,” they con-
¢ fess, especially after tenting the grinding of the
~; very dusty sorts of stuff~—worsted stockings, for
7 example. The shoddy fever is a sort of stuffing
. i of the head and nose, with sore throat, and it
- sometimes forces them to give over work for two
- or three days, or at most a week; but the dis-

“i order, the workmen say, is not fatal, and leaves
- no particularly bad effects,

When they first take to the work

They are all

“Tn spite of all this, however, it is manifestly

. impossible for human lungs to breathe under such
- circumstances without suffering.
; posed to the atmosphere for ten minutes expe-

The visitor ex-

- riences an unpleasant choky sensation in the

throat, which lasts all the remainder of the day.
: The rag grinders, moreover, according to the best

: accounts, are very subject to asthmatic complaints,

.. particularly when the air is dull and warm.
-« shoddy fever is sald to be like a bad cold, with
. » constant acrid running from the nose, and a great

The

. deal of expectoration.. It is when there is a par-
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- ticularly dirty lot of rags to be ground that the
' people are usually atfacked in this way, but the

- fever seldom keeps them more than two or three
days from their work.

“In other mills the rags are not only ground, hut

4 the shoddy is worked up into coarse bad cloth, a

great proportion of which is sent to America for
slave clothing (and much now sold to the slop-
shops),

“After the rags have been devilled into shoddy,
the remaining processes are much the same, al-
though conducted in a coarser way, as those
performed in the manufacture of woollen cloth.
rl:he weaving is, for the most part, carried on at
the homes of the workpeople. The domestic
ATrangements consist, in every case, of two tolera-

Iy large rooms, one above the other, with a cellar
beneath—a plan of construction called in York-

shire a “house and a chamber.” The chamber
has generally a bed amid the looms. The weavers
complain of irregular work and diminished wages.
Their average pay, one week with another, with
their wives to wind for them—:. ¢., to place the
thread upon the bobbin which goes into the shuttle
—1s hardly so much as 10s. a week. They work
long hours, often fourtcen per day. Sometimes
the weaver is a small capitalist with perhaps half
a dozen looms, and a hand-jenny for spinning
thread, the workpeople being within his own
family as regular apprentices and journeymen.”

Dr. Hemingway, a gentleman who has a large
practice in the shoddy district, has given the follow-
ing information touching the ¢ shoddy fever”:—

“ The disease popularly known as ‘sheddy
fever,” and which is of frequent occurrence, is a
species of bronchitis, caused by the irritating effect
of the floating particles of dust upon the mucous
membrane of the trachea and its ramifications. In
general, the attack is easily cured—particularly if
the patient has not been for any length of time
exposed to the exciting cause—by effervescing
saline draughts to allay the symptomatic febrile
action, followed by expectorants to relieve the
mucous membrane of the irritating dust; but a
long continuance of employment in the contami-
nated atmosphere, bringing on as it does repeated
attacks of the disease, is too apt, in the end, tfo
undermine the constitution, and produce a irain of
pectoral diseases, often closing with pulmonary
consumption. Ophthalmic attacks are by no
means uncommnion among the shoddy-grinders, some
of whom, however, wear wire-gauze spectacles to
protect the eyes. As regards the effect of the
occupation upon health, it may shorten life by
about five yvears on a rough average, taking, of
course, as the point of comparison, the average
longevity of the district in which the manufacture
is carried on.”

¢Shoddy fever” is, in fact, a modification of
the very {atal disease induced by what is called
“dry grinding” at Sheffield ; but of course the
particles of woollen filument are less fatal in their
inflnence than the floating steel dust produced by
the operation in question.

At one time shoddy cloth was not good and
firm enough to be used for other purposes than
such as padding by tailors, and in the inner linings
of carriages, by coach-builders. It was not used
for purposes which would expose it to stress, buf
only to a moderate wear or friction. Now shoddy,

- which modern improvements have made suscep-

tible of receiving a fine dye (it always looked a
dead colour at one period), is made into cloth for
soldiers’ and sailors’ uniforms and for pilot-coats ;
into blanketing, drugget, stair and other carpeting,
and into those beautiful table-covers, with thelr
rich woollen look, on which elegantiy drawn and
elaborately coleured designs are printed through
the application of agquafortis. Thus the rags
which the beggar could no longer hang about him
to cover his nakedness, may be a component of the
soldier's or sailor’s uniform, the carpet of a palace,
or the library table-cover of a prime-minister.
There is yet another use for old woellen clothes,
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TWhat is not good for shoddy is good for manure,
and more especially for the manure prepared by
the agriculturists in Kent, Sussex, and Hereford-
shire, for the culture of a difficult plant—hops.
i is good also for corn land (judiciously used),
so that we again have the remains of the old
garment in our beer or our bread.

T have hitherto spoken of woollen fabrics. The
garments of other materials are seldom diverted
From their original use, for as long as they will
hold together they can be sold for exportation to
Ireland, though of course for very trifling amounts.

The black Velvst and Satin Waistcoats—the
latter now so commonly worn—are almost always
resold as waistcoats, and oft enough, when re-
bound and rebuttoned, make a very respectable
looking garment. Nothing sells letter to the
working-classes than a good second-hand vest of
the two materials of satin or velvet. 1If the satin,
howevér, be so worn and frayed that mending is
impossible, the back, if not in the same plight, 18
removed for rebacking of any waistcoat, and the
satin thrown away, one of the few things which
in its Jast stage is utterly valueless. It is the

same with silk waistcoats, and for the most part

with velvet, but a velvet waistcoat may be thrown
in the refuse heap with the woollen rags for
manure. The coloured waistcoats of silk or velvet
are dealt with in the same way. At one time,
~when under-waistcoats were worn, the edges being
just discernible, quantities were made out of the
full waistcoats where a sufficiency of the stoff was
unworn. This fashion is now becoming less and
less followed, and is principally in vogue in the
matter of white under-waistcoats, For the jean
and other vests—even if 2 mixture of materials—
there is the same use as what I have described of
the black satin, and . failing that, they are gene-
rally transferable to the rag-bag.

Hats have become in greater demand than ever
among the street-buyers since the introduction
into the London trade, and to so great an extent,
of the silk, velvet, French, or Parisian bats. The
construction of these hats is the same, and the
easy way in which the hat-bodies are made, has
caused a number of poor persons, with no previous
knowledge of hat-making, to enter into the irade.
s There s hundreds starving at it,” said a hat-
manufacturer to me, “in Bermondsey, Lock’s-
fields, and the Borough; ay, hundreds.” This
facility in the making of the bodies of the new
silkk hats is quite as available in the restoration of
the bodies of the old hats, as I shall show from
the information of a highly-intelligent artisan,
who told me that of all people he disliked rich
slop-sellers ; but there was another class which he
disliked more, and that was rich slop-buyers.

Mhe bodies of the stuff or beaver hats of the
best quality are made of a firm felt, wrought up of
fine wool, rabbits’ hair, &c., and at once elastic,
firm, and light. Over thisis placed the nap, pre-
pared from the hair of the beaver. The bodies of
the silk hats are made of calico, which is blocked
{as indeed is the feit) and stiffened and pasted up
antil “ oply a hat-maker can tell,” as it was ex-

pressed to me, * good sound bodies from bad ; ang

the slop-masters go for the cheap and bad.”  The| -

covering is not a nap of any hair, but is of silkor

velvet (the words are used indifferently in the | -

trade) manufactured for the purpose. Thus if an
old hat be broken, or rather crushed out of all
shape, the body can be glazed and sized up again

so as to suit the slop hatter, if sold to him asa|
body, and that whether it be of felt or calico. If |
however, the silk cover of the hat be not wom| -,
atterly away, the body, without stripping off the :
cover, can be re-blocked and re-set, and the silk. |

velvet trimmed up and ‘“set,” or re-dyed, and 2
decent hat is sometimes produced by these means

rain destroys the whole fabrie.
Second-hand Caps are rarely brought into this
trade,

Such things as drawers, flannel waistcoals, and |

what is sometimes called “ inner wear,” sell very

well when washed up, patched—for patches do. -
not matter in a garment hidden from the eye .
Flannd | ¢

when worn—or mended in any manner.

More frequently, however, a stecping shower of |

waistcoats and drawers are often in demand by |-

the street-sellers and the street-labourers, as they
are considered “ good against the rheumatics,’

These habiliments are often sold unrepaired, having |

‘been merely washed, as the poor men’s wives may

be competent to execute an easy bit of tailoring; | -
or perhaps the men themselves, if they have been

reared as mechanics; and they believe (perhaps

erroneously) that so they obtain a better bargain. |

Shirts are repaired and sold as shirts, or for ol
linen ; the trade is not large.

Mew's Stockings are darned up, but only when |
there is little to be done in darning, as they are }
retailed at 2d. the pair. -The sale is not verr |
great, for the supply isnot. “ Lots might be sold,” |

I was informed, “if they was to be had, for then

flash coves mever cares what they wears under | .

their Wellingtons.”

The Women's Appare is sold to be re-worn in |
its original form quite as frequently, or more fre- |- .

quently, than it is mended up by the sellers; the
purchasers often preferring to make the alterations
themselves. A gown of stuff, cotton, or any

material, if full-sized, is frequently bought and {.
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altered to fit a smaller person or a child, and 0} %

the worn parts may be cut away.

is made into any other article, with the sole ex
ception, perhaps, of sill gowns. If a silk gown

be not too much frayed, it is easily cleaned and |

polished up, so as to present a new gloss, and i

sold readily enough; but if it be too far gone for o

this process, the old clothes renovator is often
puzzled as to what uses to put it.
black silk dress may be serviceable to re-line the
cuffs of the better kind of coats. There is seldon

enough, I was told, to re-line the two skirts of a i
surtout, and it is difficult to match old silk;a ]

man used to buying a good second-hand surtout, 1

was assured, would soon detect a difference in the

shade of the silk, if the skirts were re-lined from
the remains of different gowns, and say, I 1l not
give any such money for that picbald thing.

It is very | :
rarely also that the apparel of the middie-classes |-

A portion of 3 [

r,

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOL,

b i

s

Ho. 38.

oy

g

N

e

[ “‘:“’:{a%
=N

THE SWEEPS BOME

{From & Sketch taken on the Spoi.]

—

O —

4 e s cmms s b 2R




L

R

ORI

T RPN

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR. 29

' Skirts may be sometimes re-lined this way on the

ing up of frock coats, but very rarely. There

-getimg

% the same difficulty in using a coloured silk gown
" for the Te-covering of a parasol. The quantity

. may -
- magched to satisfy the eye, for the buyer of a silk

" be critical.

not be enough for the gores, and cannot be

arasol even in Rosemary-lane may be expected to
When there is enough of good silk

 for the purposes I have mentioned, then, it must
e borne in mind, the gown may be more valuable,

- because saleable to be re-worn as a gown.

1t is

" the same with satin dresses, bnt only a few of

- them, in comparison with the silk, are to be seen

at the 0ld Clothes’ Bxchange.

Awmong the purposes to which portions of worn

'silk gowns are put are the making of spencers

. for little girls (usually by the purchasers, or by
“ the dress-maker, who goes out to work for 1s. a

.~ day), of children’s bonnets, for the lining of
“ women’s bonnets, the re-lining of muffs and fur-
* tippets, the patching of quilts (once a rather

_fashionable thing), the inner lining or curtains toa
: book-case, and other household appliances of a
- like kind.

This kind of silk, too, no matter in

" how minute pieces, is bought by the fancy cabinet-

: makers {the small masters) for the lining of their

* dressing-cases and work-boxes supplied to the

¢ warehouses, but these poor artisans have neither

. means nor leisure to buy such articles of those

 connected with the traffic of the Old Clothes’ Ex-
" change, but must purchase it, of course at an en-
* . hanced price, of a broker who has bought it at
: the Exchange, or in some establishment connected
- with it,
' the dressing of Qolls for the toy-shops, and for the
- - lining of some toys.

The second-hand silk is hought also for

The hat-manufacturers of

. the cheaper sort, at one time, used second-hand
- silk for the padded lining of hats, but such is

-+ rarely the practice now.

It was once used in the

" same manner by the bookbinders for lining the
- inner part of the back of a book. If there be

-+ any part of silk in a dress not suitable for any of
" these purposes it is wasted, or what is accounted
.. wasted, although it may have been in wear for

- years.
"2 woollen and even cotton goods can be “shoddied”—

1t is somewhat remarkable, that while

: and if they ave too rotten for that, they are made

< available for manure, or in the manufacture of paper
7 —no use ismade of the refuse of silk. Though ore of
:Ljﬂeémo.st I,)eautiful and costly of textile fabrics, its
i “remains” are thrown aside, when a beggar’s rags

are preserved and made profitable. There can be

: little doubt that silk, like cotton, could be shoddied,

but whether such a speeutation would be remune-
rative or mot is no part of my present inquiry.

There is not, as I shall subsequently show, so
great an exportation of female attire as might be
expected in comparison with male apparel; the
poorer classes of the metropolis being too anxious
1o get any decent gown when within their slender
neans,

Stays, unless of superior make and in good
condition, are lictle bought by the classes who are
the chief customers of the old-clothes’ men in
London. I did not hear any reason for this from
ary of the old-clothes’ people.

One man thought,

if there was a family of daughters, the stays
which had became too small for the elder girl were
altered for the younger, and that poor women liked
to mend their old stays as long as they would stick
together. Perhaps, there may be some repugnance
—especially among the class of servant-maids
who have not had “ to rough it”—to wear street-
collected stays; a repugmance not, perhaps, felt
in the wearing of a gown which probably can be
washed, and is not worn so near the person. The
stays that are collected are for the most part ex-
ported, a great portion being sent to Ireland. If
they are ¢ worn to rags,” the bones are taken out;
but in the slop-made stays, it is not whalebone,
but wood that is used to give, or preserve the due
shape of the corset, and then the stays are
valueless.

Old Stoclings are of great sale both for home
wear and foreign trade. In the trade of women’s
stockings there has been in the last 20 or 25
years a considerable change. Before that period
black stockings were worn by servant girls, and
the families of working people and small trades-
men ; they ¢ saved washing.” Now, even in Petti-
coat-lane, women’s stockings are white, or “ mot-
tled,” or some light-coloured, very rarely black.
I have heard this change attributed to what is
rather vaguely called *pride.” May it not be
owing to a more cultivated sense of cleanliness?
The women’s stockings are sold darned and
undarned, and at (retail) prices from 1d. to 4d.;
1d. or 2d. being the most frequent prices.

The petticoats and other under clothing are not
much bought second-hand by the poor women of
London, and are exported.

Women’s caps used to be sold second-hand, I
was told, both in the streets and the shops, but
long ago, and before muslin and needlework were
so cheap.

1 heard of one article which formerly supplied
considerable “stuff” (the word used) for second-
hand purposes, and was a part, but never a con-
siderable part, of the trade at Rag-fair. These
were the ¢ pillions,” or Jarge, firm, solid cushions
which were attached to a saddle, so that a horse
¢ carried double.” TFifty years ago the farmer and
his wife, of the more prosperous order, went
regularly to church and market on one horse, a
pillion sustaining the good dame. To the best
sort of these pillions was appended what was
called the “pillion cloth,” often of a fine, but thin
quality, which being really a sort of housing to
the horse, cut straight and with few if any seams,
was an excellent material for what I am infermed
was formerly called * making and mending.” The
colour was almost exclusively drab or blue. The
pillion on which the squire’s lady rode—and
Sheridan makes his Lady Zeazle deny “the
pillion and the coach-horse,” the butler being her
cavalier—was n perfect piece of upholstery, set off
with lace and fringes, which again were excellent
for second-hand sale. Such a means of convey-
ance may still linger in some secluded couniry
parts, but it is generally speaking obsolete.

Doots and Shoes are not to be had, I am told,

in sufficient quantitv for the demand from the
E 2
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slop-shops, the translators,” and the second-hand
dealers. Great quantities of second-hand boots and
shoes are sent to Ireland to be * translated” there.
Of all the wares in this traffic, the clothing for the
feet is what is most easily prepared to cheat the
eye of the inexperienced, the imposition having
the aids of heel-ball, &e., to fill up crevices, and
of blacking to hide defects. - Even when the
boots or shoes are so worn out that no one will
put 2 pair on his feet, though purchaseable for
about 1d., the insoles are ripped ont; the soles, if
there be a sufficiency of leather, are shaped into
insoles for children’s shoes, and these insoles are
sold in bundles of two dozen pairs at 2d. the
bundle. So long as the boot or shoe be not in many
holes, it can be cobblered up in Monmouth-street
or elsewhere. Of the translating” business
transacted in those localities I had the follow-
ing interesting account from a man who was
lately engaged in it.

s Mranslation, as I understand it (said my in-
formant), is this—to take a worn, old pair of shoes
or boots, and by repairing them make them appear
as if left off with hardly any wear—as if they
were only soiled. I’ll tell you the way they
manage in Monmouth-street. There are in the
trade * horses’ heads’—a ‘horse’s head ’ is the foot
of a hoot with sole and heel, and part of a front—
the back and the remainder of the front having
been used for refooting boots, There are also
¢ stand-bottoms ’ and ¢ lick-ups.” A ¢ stand-bottom’
iz where the shoe appears to be only soiled, and a
¢ lick-up’ is a boot or shoe relasted to take the
wrinkles ont, the edges of the soles having been
rasped and squared, and then blacked up to hide
blemishes, and the bottom covered with a ¢ smo-
ther,” which I will describe. There is another
article called a flyer,” that is, a shoe soled with-
out having been welted. In Monmouth-street a
¢ horse’s head ’ is generally retailed at 2s. 6d., but
some fetch 4s. 6d.—that’s the extreme price.
They cost the translator from 1s. a dozen pair to
$s., but those at 8s. are good, and are used for
the making up of Wellington boots. Some
‘ horses’ heads’—such as are cut off that the boots
may be re-footed on account of old fashion, or a
misfit, when hardly worn—fetch 2s. 6d. a pair,
and they are made up as new-footed boots, and
sell from 10s. to 15s. The average price of feet
(that is, for the  horse’s head,’ as we call it) is
4d., and a pair of backs say 2d.; the back is
attached loosely by chair stitching, as it is called,
to the heel, instead of being stitched to the in-
sole, as in a new boot. The wages for all this is
1s. 4d. in Monmouth-street (in Union-street, Bo-
rough, 1s. 6d.); but I was told by a master that
he had got the work done in Gray’s-inn-lane at 9d.
Put it, however, at 1s. 4d. wages—then, with 4d.
and 2d. for the feet and back, we have 1s. 10d.
outlay (the workman finds his own grindery), and
8d. profit on each pair sold at a rate of 2s. 6d.
Some masters will sell from 70 to 80 pairs per
week : that’s under the mark; and that’s in
‘ horses’ heads’ alone. One man employs, or did
lately employ, seven men on ¢horses’ heads’
solely. The profit generally, in fair shops, in

¢ stand-bottoms,” is from 1s. 6d. to 2s. per pair, a5
they sell generally at 3s. 6d.
did take, 100 in a day (it was caleulated as an

average) over the counter, and all for the sortof . *
shoes I have described. The profit of 2 ¢ lick-up’ | -

To show | =
the villanous way the stand-bottoms’ are got; -
You have seen a broken |
upper-leather ; well, we place a piece of leather,

is the same as that of a ¢ stand-bottom,’
up, I will tell you this.

waxed, underneath the broken part, on which we
set a few stitches through and through. When
dry and finished, we take what is called a * soft.
heel-ball’ and ¢ smother ’ it over, so that it some-
times would deceive a currier, as it appears like
the upper leather. With regard to the botfoms,

the worn part of the sole is opened from the edge, |
a piece of leather is made to fit exactly into the |

hole or worn part, and it is then nailed and filed
until level. Paste is then applied, and ¢ smother’
put over the part, and that imitates the dust of the
road. This ¢ smother’ is obtained from the dust
of the room. It is placed in a silk stocking, tied
at both ends, and then shook through, just likea
powder-puff, only we shake at both ends. Itis
powdered out into our leather apron, and mixed
with a certain preparation which I will describe
to you (he did so), but I would rather not have

One man takes, o {

it published, as it would lead others to practise

similar deceptions.

of the trade ; and translators are more constantly

employed than any other branch of the business.

Many make a great deal of money. A journeyman
translator can earn from 3s. to 4s. a day.

are good, It must be good, for we have 2s. for

soling, heeling, and welting a pair of boots ; and | -

some men don’t get more for making them. Mon-
mouth-street is mothing like what it was; as to
curious old garments, that’s all gone. There’s
not one English master in the translating business
in Monmouth-strect—they are all Irsh; and
there is now hardly an English workman there—
perhaps not one. I helieve that all the tradesmen in
Monmouth-street make their workmen lodge with

them. I was lodging with one before I marrieda |

little while ago, and I know the system to he the

same mow as it was then, unless, indeed, it be al- |

tered for the worse. To show how disgusting these
lodgings must be, I will state this:—I knewa
Roman Catholic, who was attentive to his religious
duties, but when pronounced on the point of death,
and believing firmly that he was dying, he would
not have his priest administer extreme unction, for
the room was in such a filthy and revolting stafe
he would not allow him to see it. Iive men
worked and slept in that room, and they were
working and sleeping there in the man’s iliness—
all the time that his life was despaired of.  He was
ill nine weeks. Unless the working shoemaker
lodged there he would not be employed.
man pays 2s. a week. I was there once, but I

of the seven I slept at my mother’s, but my lodg-
ing had to be paid all the same. These men
(myself excepted) were all Irish, and all tee

I believe there are about | .
2000 transiators, so you may judge of the extent ! -

You ¢ ff
can give the average at 205, a week, as the wages |

Each |
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totallers, as was the master. How often was
the room cleaned out, do you say ? Never, sir,
pever. 'The refuse of the men’s labour was gene-
rally burnt, smudged away in the grate, smelling
terfibly. It would stifle you, though it didn’t me,
because I got used to if, I lodged in Union-street
once. My employer had a room known as the
¢ barracks ; every lodger paid him 2s, 6d. a week,
Five men worked and slept there, and three were
sitters—that is, men who paid ls. a week to sit
there and work, lodging elsewhere. A little be-
fore that there were six sitters. The furniture
was one table, one chair, and two beds. There
was no place for purposes of decency : it fell to
bits from decay, and was never repaired. This
barrack man always stopped the 2s. 6d. for lodg-
ing, if he gave you only that amount of work in
the week, The beds were decent enough; but
as to Monmouth-street ! you don’t see a clean
sheet there for nine weeks; and, recollect, such
snobs are dirty fellows, There was no chair in
the Monmouth-street room that I have spoken of,
the men having only their seats used at work;
but when the beds were let down for the night,
the seats had to be placed in the fire-place because
there was no space for them in the room. In
many houses in Monmouth-street there is a sys-
tem of sub-letting among the journeymen. In one
room lodged a man and his wife (a laundress
worked there), four children, and two single
young men. The wife was actually delivered in
this room whilst the men kept at their work—
they never lost an hour’s work ; nor is this an
unusual case—it’s not an isolated case at all. I
could instance ten or twelve cases of two or three
married people living in one room in that strect.
The rats have scampered over the beds that lay
huddled together in the kitchen. The husband of
the wife confined as I have described paid 4s. a
week, and the two single men paid Zs. a week each,
so the master was rent free ; and he received from
each man 1s. 6d. a week for tea (without sugar),
and no bread and butter, and 2d. a day for pota-
toes—that’s the regular charge.”

In connection with the translation of old boots

and shoes, I have obtained the following statistics.
There are—

In Drury-lane and streets adjacent, about.... 50 shops.

3 Seven-dials do. do. .... 100 do.
Monmouth-street  do. do. .... 40 do.
« < Hanway-court, Oxford-street do. .... 4 do.
--i Lisson-grove do. do, .... 100 do.
R Pad@mgton do. do. .... 30 do.
i Petticoat-lane (shops, stands, &e) do. .... 200 do.
7 Somers'-town do. do. .... 30 do.
*; Field-lane, Saffron-hill do. .... 40 do.
: Clerkenwell do. .... 30 do.
-3 Bethnal-green, Spitalfields do. .... 100 do.
-5 Rosemary-lane, Xec. do. .... 30 do.

774 shops,

"} employing upwards of 2000 men in making-up
: and repairing old boots and shoes; besides hun-

dreds of poor men and women who strive for a

couldn’t sleep in such a den; and five nights owt oy crust by buying and selling the old material, pre-
4 Viously to translating it, and by mending up what
-+ will mend. They or their children stand in the

~ [ street and try to sell them,

Monmonuth-street, now the great old shoe dis-
trict, has been “ sketched” by AMr. Dickens, not as
regards its connection with the subject of street-
sale or of any particular trade, but as to its
general character and appearance, 1T first cite Mr.
Dickens’ description of the Seven Dials, of which
Monmouth-street is a seventh :—

“The stranger who finds himself in ‘The Dials’
for the first time, and stands, Belzoni-like, at the
entrance of seven obscure passages, uncertain
which to take, will see enough around him to
keep his curiosity and attention awake for no
inconsiderable time. From the irregular square
into which he has plunged, the streets and courts
dart in all directions, until they are lost in the
unwholesome vapour which hangs over the house-
tops, and renders the dirty perspective uncerfain
and confined ; and, lounging at every corner, as if
they came there to take a few gasps of such fresh
air as has found its way so far, but is too much
exhausted already, to be enabled to force itself
into the narrow alleys around, are groups of
people, whose appearance and dwellings would fili
any mind but a regular Londoner’s with astonish-
ment.

“TIn addition to the numerous groups who are
idling about the gin-shops and squabbling in the
centre of the road, every post in the open space
has its occupant, who leans against it for hours,
with listless perseverance. It is odd emough that
one class of men in London appear to have no
enjoyment beyond leaning against posts. We
never saw a regular bricklayer’s labourer take any
other recreation, fighting excepted. Pass through
St. Giles’s in the evening of a week-day, there
they are in their fustian dresses, spotted with
brick-dust and whitewash, leaning against posts.
Walk through Seven Dials on Sunday morning :.
there they are again, drab or light corduroy
trowsers, Blucher boots, blue coats, and great
yellow +waistcoats, leaning against posts. The
idea of « man dressing himself in his best clothes,
to lean against a post all day !

“ The peculiar character of these streets, and
the close resemblance each one bears to its neigh-
bour, by no means tends to decrease the bewilder-
mentin which the unexperienced wayfarer through
“the Dials’ finds himself invelved. He traverses
streets of dirty, straggling houses, with now and
then an unexpected court, composed of buildings
as ill-proportioned and deformed as the half-naked
children that wallow in the kennels, Here and
there, a little dark chandler’s shop, with a cracked
Lell hung up behind the door to announce the en-
trance of a customer, or betray the presence of
some young gentleman in whom a passion for shop
tills has developed itsclf at an early age; others,
as if for support, against some handsome lofty-
building, which usurps the place of a low dingy-
public-house ; long rows of broken and patched
windows expose plants that may have flourished
when ¢ The Dials’ were built, In vessels as dirty
as ‘The Dials’ themselves; and shops for the
purchase of rags, bones, old irom, and kitchen-
stuff, vie in cleanliness with the bird-fanciers and
rabbit-dealers, which one might fancy so many
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arks, but for the irresistible conviction that no
bird in its proper senses, who was permitted to
leave one of them would ever come back again.
Brokers' shops, which would seem to have been
established by humane individuals, as refuges for
destitute bugs, interspersed with announcements
of day-schools, penny theatres, petition-writers,
mangles, and music for balls or routs, complete ihe
¢ stilllife * of the subject; and dirty men, filthy
women, squalid children, fluttering shuttlecocks,
noisy battledores, reeking pipes, bad fruit, more
than doubtful oysters, attenuated cats, depressed
dogs, and anatomical fowls, are its cheerful accom-
paniments, .

¢ If the external appearance of the houses, or
a glance at their inhabitants, present but few at-
tractions, a closer acquaintance with either is little
caleulated to alter one’s first impression. Every
room has its separate tenantyand every temant s,
by the same mysterious dispensation which causes
a country curate to ¢ increase and multiply’ most
marvellously, generally the head of a mumerous
family.

«The man in the shop, perhaps, is in the baked
¢ jemmy’ line, or the fire-wood and hearth-stone
line, or any other line which requires a floating
capital of eighteen pence or thereabouts: and he
and his family live in the shop, and the small back
parlour behind it. Then there is am Irish la-
bourer and Aés family in the back kitchen, and
a jobbing-man — carpet-beater and so forth—
with Ais family, in the front one. In the front
one pair there’s another man with another wife
and family, and in the back one-pair there’s ‘a
young ‘omnan as takes in tambour-work, and
dresses quite genteel, who talks a good deal
about ‘my friend,’ and can’t ‘ abearanything low.
The second floor front, and the rest of the lodgers,
are just a second edition of the people below, ex-
cept a shabby-genteel man in the back attic, who
has his half-pint of coffee every morning from the
coffee-shop next door but one, which boasts a little
front den called a coffee-room, with a fire-place,
over which is an inscription, politely requesting
that, ¢ to prevent mistakes,’ customers will ¢ please
to pay on delivery.” The shabby-genteel man is
an object of some mystery, but as he leads a life
of seclusion, and never was known to buy any-
thing beyond an occasional pen, except half-pints
of coffee, penny loaves, and ha'porths of ink, his
fellow-lodgers very naturally suppose him o be an
anthor ; and rumours are current in the Dials,
that he writes poems for Mr. Warren,

¢ Now any body who passed through the Dials
on 2 hot summer's evening, and saw the different
women of the house gossiping on the steps, would

be apt to think that all was harmony ameng them,

and that a more primitive set of people than the
native Diallers conld not be imagined. Alas ! the
man in the shop illtreats his family ; the carpet-
beater extends his professional pursuits to his wife ;
the one-pair front has an undying feud with the
two-pair front, in consequence of the two-pair
front persisting in dancing over his (the one-pair
front’s) head, when he and his family have retired

with the front kitchen’s children; the Irishman
comes home drunk every other night, and attacks
every body ; and the one-pair back screams af

and floor; the very cellar asserts his equality.

faces.” Mrs. B. forthwith throws cold water over
Mrs. A.’s child for ¢ calling names.” The husbands
are embroiled—the quarrel becomes general—an
assault is the consequence, and a police-officer the
result.”

Of Monmouth-street the same author says \—

“ We have always entertained a particular
attachment towards Monmouth-street, as the only
true and real emporium for second-hand wearing
apparel. Monmouth-street is venerable from its
antiquity, and respectable- from its usefulness

their squalid houses, and thrust you into a suit of
clothes whether you will or not, we detest.

¢ The inhabitants of Mommouth-street are a
distinct class; a peaceable and retiring race, whe
immure themselves for the most part in deep

coolness of evening, when they may be see

of infantine scavengers. Their countenances bear
a thoughtful and a dirty cast, certain indications

distinguished by that disregard of outward ap |
common among people who are constantly im
gaged in sedentary pursuits.

Monmouth-street has still remained the buria i

no more fashions to bury.”

OF THEE STREET-SELLERS OF PETTICOAT AND
ROSEMARY-LANES.

central mart for old clothes are the adjoining streets
of Petticoat-lane, and those of the mnot very dir
tant Rosemary-lane.
second-hand garment-seller at almost every step
but the whoie stock of these traders, decem
frowsy, half-rotten, or smart and good habilments |

change. The men who sell these goods have all

ready for use.

rienced person to the conclusion, that these old

posts, or in the place from which the window has ¢

for the might; the two-pair back wil interfere

ey '

everything. Animosities spring up between floor ¢ .

Nrs. A. ‘smacks’ Mrs. B.’s child for ¢ making |

——

e ame e s mem

Holywell-street we despise; the red-headed and
red-whiskered Jews who forcibly haul you into ;-

come forth into the world, except in the dusk and €
seated, in chairs on the pavement, smoking their ! -
pipes, or watching the gambols of their engaging i
children as they revel in the gutter, a happy troop | "

of their love of traffic; and their habitations ar: | -

mersed in profound speculations, and deeply en
% Through every alteration and every chang:

place of the fashions ; and such, to judge from all -
present appearances, it will remain until there ar | =

TarMEDIATELY connected with the trade of th

In these localities s 4 E

has first passed through the channel of the Ex
bought them at the Exchange—the exceptions |
being insignificant—so that this street-sale s b <
an extension of the trade of the central mar ™
with the addition that the wares have been made

A~ cursory observation might lead an inexpe |

clothes traders who are standing by the bundles¢! £
gowns, or lines of coats, hanging from their door pii

heen removed, or at the sides of their houses, o ¢

cellars, or small back parlours, and who seldom | -

pearance, and mneglect of personal comfort,
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piled in the strect before them, are drowsy people,
for they seem to sit among their property, lost
in thought, or caring only for the fumes of a
pipe. But let any one indicate, even by an ap-
proving glance, the likelihood of his becoming a
customer, and see if there be any lack of diligence
in business. Some, indeed, pertinaciously invite
attention to their wares; some (and often well-
dressed women) leave their premises a few yards
to accost a stranger pointing to a ¢ good dress-
coat” or “ an excellent frock” (coat). I am teld
that this. practice is less pursued than it was, and
it seems that the solicitations are now addressed
chiefly to strangers. These strangers, persons
happening to be passing, or visitors from curiosity,
are at once recognised ; for as in all not very ex-
tended localities, where the inbabitants pursue a
similar calling, they are, as regards their know-
ledge of one another, as the members of ome
family. Thus a stranger is as easily recognised
as he would be in a little rustic hamlet where
a strange face is not seen once a quarter.
Indeed so narrow are some of the streets and
alleys in this quarter, and so little is there of
privacy, owing to the removal, in warm weather,
even of the casements, that the room is com-
manded in all its domestie details; and as among
these details there is generally a further display of
goods similar to the articles outside, the jammed-
up places really look like a great family house
with merely a sort of channel, dignified by the
name of a street, between the right and left suites
of apartments,

In one off‘street, where on a Sunday there is a
considerable demand for Jewish sweet-meats by
Chrnistian boys, and a little sly, and perhaps not
very successful gambling on the part of ihe in-
genuous youth to possess themselves of these con-
fectionaries at the easiest rate, there are some
mounds of builders” rubbish upon which, if an in-
quisitive person ascended, he could command the
details of the upper rooms, probably the bed
chambers—if in their crowded apartments these
traders can find spaces for beds.

It must not be supposed that old clothes are
more than the great staple of the traffic of this
district. 'Wherever persons are assembled there
are certain to be purveyors of provisions and of

cool or hot drinks for warm or cold weather. The |

interior of the Old Clothes Exchange bas its
oyster-stall, its fountain of ginger-beer, its coffee-
house, and ale-house, and a troop of peripatetic

young Irishman, his red beard unshorn for per-
haps ten days, and his neck, where it had been
exposed to the weather, a far deeper red than his
beard, and he is carrying a small basket of nuts,
and selling them as gravely as if they were articles
suited to his strength. A little lower is the ery,
in a woman’s voice, ¢ Fish, fried fish ! Ha’penny;
fish, fried fish!” and so monotonously and me-
chanically is it ejaculated that one might think
the seller’s life was passed in uttering these few
words, even as a rook’s is in crying “ Caw, caw.”
Here I saw a poor Irishwoman who had a child
on her back buy a piece of this fish (which may
be had “hot” or “cold”), and tear out a piece
with her teeth, and this with all the eagerness and
relish of appetite or hunger; first eating the
brown outside and then suclting the bone. 1 never
saw fish look firmer or whiter. That fried fish is
to be procured is+manifest to more senses than
one, for you can hear the sound of its being fried,
and smell the fumes from the oil. In an open
window opposite frizzle on an old tray, small
pieces of thinly-cut meat, with a mixture of
onions, kept hot by being placed over an old pan
containing charcoal. In another room a mess of
batter is smoking over a grate. “ Penny a lot,
oysters,” resounds from different parts. Some of
the sellers command two streets by establishing
their stalls or tubs at a corner. Lads pass, carry-
ing sweet-stuff on trays. I observed one very
dark-eyed Hebrew boy chewing the hard-bake he
vended—if it were not a substitute—with an ex-
pression of great enjoyment. Heaped-up trays
of fresh-looking sponge-cakes are carried in tempt-
ing pyramids. Youths have stocks of large hard-
quku}g biscuits,and walk aboutcrying, “Ha'penny
biscuits, ha’penny; three a penny, biscuits;”
these, with a morsel of cheese, often supply a
dinner or a luncheon. Dates and figs, as dry as
they are cheap, constitute the stock in trade of
other street-sellers. * Coker-nuts” are sold in
pieces and entire ; the Jew hoy, when he invites

to the purchase of an entire nut, shaking it at
the ear of the customer. I was told by a coster-

monger that these juveniles had a way of drum-
ming with their fingers on the shell so as to

satisfy a “ green” customer that the nut offered

was a sound one.

Such are the summer eatables and drinkables
which I have lately seen vended in the Petticoat-
lane district. In winter there are, as long as day-

traders, boys principally, carrying trays. Outside
the walls of the Exchange this trade is still
thicker. A Jew boy thrusts a tin of highly-glazed
cakes and pastry under the people’s moses here;
and on the other side a basket of oranges regales
the same sense by its preximity. At the next
step the thoroughfare is interrupted by a gaudy-
looking ginger-beer, lemonade, raspberryade, and
nectar fountain ; ““ a halfpenny a glass, a halfpenny
a glass, sparkling lemonade ! shouts the vendor
as you pass. The fountain and the glasses glitter
n the sun, the varnish of the wood-work shines,
the lemonade really does sparkle, and all looks
tlean—except the owner. Close by is a brawny

light lasts—and in no other locality perhaps does
it Jast so short a time—other street provisions,
and, if possible, greater zeal in selling them, the
hours of business being circumscribed. There is
then the potato-can and the hot elder-wine appa-
ratus, and smoking pies and puddings, and roasted
apples and chestnuts, and walnuts, and the several
gllits which ripen in the autumn—apples, pears,
iC.

Hitherto I have spoken only of such eatables
and drinkables as are ready for consumption, but
to these the trade in the Petticoat-lane district
is by no means confined. There is fresh fish,
generally of the cheaper kinds, and smoked or
dried fish (smoked salmon, moreover, is sold ready

e T T




A e,

ot iy

"

44

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR.

cooked), and costermongers’ barrows, with their
loads of green vegetables, looking almost out of
place amidst the surrounding dinginess. The cries
of  Fine cauliflowers,” ¢ Large penny cabbages,”
¢ Bight a shilling, mackarel,” * Eels, live eels,”
mix strangely with the hubbub of the busier
streef.

Other street-sellers also abound: You meet one
man who says mysteriously, and rather bluntly,
“Buy a good knife, governor.” His tone is re-
markable, and if it attract attention, he may hint
that he has smuggled goods which he must sell
anyhow. Such men, I am told, look out mostly
for seamen, who often resort to FPetticoat-lane;
for idle men like sailors on shore, and idle uncul-
tivated men often love to lounge where there is
bustle, Pocket and pen knives and scissors,
“ Penny a plece, penny a pair,” rubbed over with
oil, both to hide and preventsust, are carried on
trays, and spread on stalls, some stalls consisting
of merely a tea-chest lid on a stool. Another
man, carrying perhaps a sponge in his band, and
well-dressed, asks you, in a subdued voice, if you
want a good razor, as if he almost suspected that
you meditated suicide, and were looking out for
the means! This iz another ruse to introduce
muggled (or “duffer’s”) goods. Account-books
are hawked. ““ Penny-a-quire,” shouts the itinerant
street stationer (who, if questioned, always de-
clares he said “ Penny half quire ). * Stockings,
stockings, two pence a pair.” ¢ Here’s your
chewl-ry ; penny, a penny; pick’em and choose
’em,” [I may remark that outside the window
of one shop, or rather parlour, if there be any such
distinction here, I saw the handsomest, as far as
I am able to judge, and the best cheap jewellery I
ever saw in the streets.] * Pencils, sir, pencils ;
steel-pens, steel-pens ; ha’penny, penny ; pencils,
sieel-pens ; sealing-wax, wax, wax, wax !” shouts
one, * Green peas, ha’penny a pint !” cries another.
i These things, however, are but the accompani-
ments of the main traffic. But as such things
accompany all traffic, not on a small scale, and
may be found in almost every metropolitan tho-
roughfare, where the police are not required, by
the householders, to interfere, I will point out, fo
show the distinctive character of the street-trade
in this part, what is n0f sold and not encouraged.
I saw no old books. There were no flowers; no
music, which indeed could not be heard except at
the outskirts of the din; and no beggars plying
their vocation among the trading class.

Another peculiarity pertaining alike to this shop
and street locality is, that everything is at the veriest
minimum of price ; though it may not be asked, it
will assuredly be taken. The bottle of lemonade
which is elsewhere a penny is here a halfpenny.
The tarts, which among the street-sellers about the
Royul Exchange are a halfpenny each, are here
a farthing. When lemons are two a-penny in
S_t. George’s-market, Oxford-street, as the long
line of street stalls towards the western extremity
is called—they are three and four a-penny in
Petticoat and Rosemary lanes. Certainly there
ig a difference in size between the dearer and the
caeaper tarts and lemons, and perhaps there is a

difference in quality also, but the rule of o mini
mized cheapness has no exceptions in thiz cheap-
trading quarter.

But Petticoat-lane is essentially the old clothes
district. Embracing the streets and alleys adja-
cent to Petticoat-lane, and including the rows of
old boots and shoes on the ground, there is
perhaps between two and three miles of old clothes.
Petticoat-lane proper is longand narrow,and tolook
down it i3 to look down a vista of many coloured
garments, alike on the sides and on the ground. The

effect sometimes is very striking, from the variety |

of hues, and the constant flitting, or gathering, of
the crowd into little groups of bargainers. Gowns
of every shade and every pattern are hanging up,
but none, perhaps, look either bright or white ; i
is a vista of dinginess, but many coloured dingi-
ness, as regards female attire, Dress coats, frock
coats, great coats, livery and game-keepers’ coats,
paletots, tunics, trowsers, knee-breeches, waist-
coats, capes, pilot coats, working jackets, plaids,
hats, dressing gowns, shirts, Guernsey frocks, are
all displayed. The predominant colours are black
and blue, but there is every colour ; the light drab
of some aristocratic livery ; the dull brown-green
of velveteen ; the deep blue of a piloet jacket; the
variegated figures of the shawl dressing-gown ; the
glossy black of the restored garments; the shine
of newly turpentined black satin waistcoats ; the
scarlet and green of some flaming tartan; these
things—mixed with the hues of the women’s
garments, spotted and striped—cerfainly present
a scene which cannot be bebeld in any other past
of the greatest city of the world, nor in any other
portion of the world itself,

The ground has also its array of colours, Itis
covered with lines of boots and shoes, their shining
black relieved here and there by the admixture
of females’ boots, with drab, green, plum oz
lavender-coloured * legs,” as the upper part of the
boot is always called in the trade. There is, too,
an admixture of men’s ¢ button-boots” with drab
cloth legs; and of a few red, yellow, and russe
coloured slippers; and of children’s coloured mo-
rocco boots and shoes, Handkerchiefs, sometimes
of a gaudy orange pattern, are heaped on a chaiz.
Lace and muslins occupy small stands or are
spread on the ground. Black and drab and straw
hats are hung up, or piled one upon another and
kept from falling by means of strings ; while, in-
cessantly threading their way through all this
intricacy, is 2 mass of people, some of whose
dresses speak of a recent purchase in the lane.

T have said little of the shopkeepers of Petti
coat-lane, nor is it requisite for the full elucida-
tion of my present subject (which relates more
especially to street-sale), that I should treat of
them otherwise than as being in a great degres
connected with street-trade. They stand in the
street (in front of their premises), they trade in
the street, they smoke and read the papers in the
street ; and indeed the greater part of their lives
seems passed in the street, for, as I have elsewhere
remarked, the Saturday’s or Sabbath’s recreat102
to some of them, after synagogue hours, seems to
be to stand by their doors locking about them.
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I: the carlier periods of the day—the Jewish
Qabbath excepted, when there is no market at all
in Petticoat-lane, not even amiong the Irish and
other old clothes people, or a mere nothing of a
market—the goods of these shops seem consigned
1o the care of the wives and female members of the
familics of the proprietors, The Old Clothes Ex-
change, like other places known by the name—
the Royal Exchange, for example—has its daily
season of “high change.” This is, in summer,
from about half-past two to five, in winter, from
two to four o'clock. At those hours the crock-
man, and the bartering costermonger, and the Jew
collector, have sought the Exchange with their
respective bargains; and business there, and in the
whole district, is at its fullest tide. Before this
hour the master of the shop or store (the latter
may be the more appropriate word) is absent
buying, collecting, or transacting any business
which requires him to leave home. It is curious
to observe how, during this absence, the women,
but with most wary eyes to the bnsiness, sit in
the street carrying on their domestic occupations.
Some, with their young children about them, are
ghelling peas; some are trimming vegetables;
some plying their needles; some of the smaller
traders’ wives, as well as the street-sellers with a
“pitch,” are eating dinners out of basins (laid
aside when a customer approaches), and occasion-
ally some may be engaged in what Mrs. Trollope
has called (in noticing a similar procedure in the
boxes of an American theatre) ““the most maternal
of all offices.” The females I saw thus occupied
were principally Jewesses, for though those re-
sorting to the Old Clothes Exchange and its con-
comitant branches may be but one-fourth Jews,
more than half of the remainder being Irish
people, the householders or shopkeepers of the
locality, when capital is needed, are generally
Israelites.

It must be borne in mind that, in describing
Petticoat-lane, I have described it as seen ona
fine summer’s day, when the business is at its
height. Until an hour cr two after midday the
district is quiet, and on very rainy days its aspect
is sufficiently lamentable, for then 1t appears
actually deserted, Perhapson a winter’s Saturday
night—as the Jewish Sabbath terminates at sun-
set—the scehe may be the most striking of all.
The flaring lights from uncovered gas, from fat-
fed lamps, from the paper-shaded candles, and the
many ways in which the poorer street-folk throw
some illumination over their goods, preduce a
multiplicity of lights and shadows, which, thrown
and blended over the old clothes hanging up along
the line of street, cause them to assume mysterious
forms, and if the wind be high make them, as they
are blown to and fro, look more mysterious still.

On one of my visits to Petticoat-lane I saw
two foreign Jews—{rom Smyrna I was informed.
An cld street-seller told me he helieved it was
their first visit to the district. But, new as the
scene might be to them, they looked on impas-
sively at all they saw. They wore the handsome
and peculiar dresses of their country. A glance
Was cast after them by the Petticoat-lane people,

but that was all. In the Strand they would have
attracted considerable attention ; not a few heads
would have been turned back to gaze after them,
but it seems that only to those who may possibly
be customers is any notice paid in Petticoat-lane.

ROSEMARY-LANE,

ROSEMARY-LANE, which has in vain been re-
christened Royal Mint-street, is from half to three-
quarters of a mile long—that is, if we include
only the portion which runs from the junection of
Leman and Dock streets (near the London Docks)
to Sparrow-corner, where it abuts on the Minories.
Beyond the Leman-street termination of Rose-
mary-lane, and stretching on into Shadwell, are
many streets of a similar character as regards the
street and shop supply of articles to the poor;
but as the old clothes trade is only occasionally
carried on there, I.shall here deal with Rosemary-
lane proper.

This lane partakes of some of the characteris-
tics of Petticoat-lane, but without its so strongly
marked peculiarities. Rosemary-lane is wider and
airier, the houses on each side are loftier (in se-
veral parts), and there is an approach to a gin
palace, a thing unknown in Petticoat-lane : there
is no room for such a structure there.

Rosemary-lane, like the quarter I have last
described, has its off-streets, into which the traffic
stretches. Some of these off-streets are narrower,
dirtier, poorer in all respects than Rosemary-lane
itself, which indeed can hardly be stigmatized as
very dirty. These are Glasshouse-street, Rus-
sell-court, Hairbrine-court, Parson’s-court, Blue
Anchor-yvard (one of the poorest places and with
a half-built look), Darby-street, Cartwright-street,
Peter’s-court, Princes-street, Queen-street, and bs-
yond these and in the direction of the Minories,
Rosemary-lane becomes Sharp’s-buildings and
Sparrow-corner. There are other small non-
thoroughfare courts, sometimes called blind.alleys,
to which no name is attached, but which are very
well known to the neighbourhood as Unien-court,
&c. ; but as these are not scenes of street-traffic,
although they may be the abodes of street-traf-
fickers, they require no especial notice,

The dwellers in the neighbourhood or the off-
streets of Rosemary-lane, differ from those of
Petticoat-lane by the proximity of the former
place to the Thames. The lodgings here are
occupied by dredgers, ballast-heavers, coal-whip-
pers, watermen, lumpers, and others whose trade
is connected with the river, as well as the slop-
workers and sweaters working for the Dinories.
The poverty of these workers compels them to
lodge wherever the rent of the rooms is the
Jowest. As a few of the wives of the ballast-
heavers, &c., are street-sellers in or about Rosc-
mary-lane, the locality is often sought by them.
About Petticoat-lane the offstreets are mostly
occupied by the old clothes merchants.

In Rosemary-lane is a greater strcet-trade, as
regards things placed on the ground for retail sale,
&c., than in Petticoat-lane ; for though the trafiic
in the last-mentioned lane is by far the greatest,
it is more connected with the shops, and fewer
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traders whose dealings are strictly those of the
strect alone resort to it. Rosemary-lane, too, is
more Irish. There are some cheap lodging-houses
in the courts, &c., to which the poor Irish flock ;
and as they zre very frequently street-sellers, on
busy days the quarter abounds with them. Atevery
ste}; you hear the Erse tongue, and meet with the
Irish physiognomy ; Jews and Jewesses are also
seen in the sireet, and they abound in the shops.
The street-traffic does not begin until about one
o'clock, except as regards the vegetable, fish, and
oyster-stalls, &c.; but the chief business of this
lane, which is as inappropriately as that of Petti-
coat is suitably named, is in the vending of the
articles which have often been thrown aside as
vefuse, but from which numbers in London wring
an existence.

One side of the lane is covered with old boots
and shoes ; old clothes, both men’s, women’s, and
children’s ; mew lace for edgings, and a variety of
cheap prints and musling (also new); hats and
bonnets; pots, and often of the commonest kinds;
tins: old knives and forks, old scissors, and old
metal articles generally; here and there is a stall
of cheap bread or American cheese, or what is
announced as American ; old glass; different de-
seriptions of second-hand furniture of the smaller
size, such as children’s chairs, bellows, &e. Mixed
with these, but only very scantily, are a few bright-
looking swag-barrows, with china ornaments, toys,
&c. Some of the wares are spread on the ground
on wrappers, or pieces of matting or carpet ; and
some, as the pots, are occasionally placed on strayw.
The cotton prints are often heaped on the ground;
where are also ranges or heaps of boots and shoes,
and piles of old clothes, or hats, or umbrelias,
QOther traders place their goods on stalls or bar-
rows, or over an old chair or clothes-horse. And
amidst all this motley display the buyers and
sellers smoke, and shout, and doze, and bargain,
and wrangle, and cat and drink tea and coifee,
and sometimes beer.  Altogether Rosemary-lane is
more of a sireet market than is Petticoat-lane.

This district, like the one I have first described,
is infested with young thieves and vagrants from
the neighbouring lodging-houses, who may be seen
running about, often bare-footed, bare-necked, and
shirtless, but “larking” one with another, and
what may be best understood as *full of fun.”
In what way these Jads dispose of their plunder,
and how their plunder is in any way connected
with the trade of these parts, I shall show in my
account of the Thieves. One pickpocket told me
that there was no person whom he delighted so
much to steal from as any Petticoat-laner with
whom he had professional dealings !

In Rosemary-lane there is a busy Sunday morn-
ing trade; there is a street-trade, also, on the
Saturday afternoons, but the greater part of the
shops are then closed, and the Jews do not parti-
cipate in the commerce until after sunset.

The two marts I have thus fully described differ
from all other street-markets, for in these two
second-hand garments, and second-hand merchan-
dize generally (although butin a small proportion),
are the grand staple of the traffic. At the other

street-markets, the second-hand commerce is the 2

exception,

Or THE STREET-SELLERS OF MEN'S SECOND-
mAxD CLOTHES.

Tx the following accounts of street-selling, I shall | :

not mix up any account.of the retailers’ modes of

buying, collecting, repairing, or “restoring” the se. i

cond-hand garments, otherwise than incidentally. I
have already sketched the systems pursued, and

more will have to be said concerning them under the |- 2

head of STREET-BuvErs. Neither have I thought
it necessary, in the further accounts I have col-
lected, to confine myself to the trade carried on in
the Petticoat and Rosemary-lane districts. The

greater portion relates to those places, but my aim,

of course, is to give an account which will show
the character of the second-hand trade of the me-
tropolis generaily.

‘ People should remember,” said an intelligent
shoemaker (not a street-seller) with whom I had
some conversation about cobbling for the streets,
“that such places as Rosemary-lane have their
uses this way. DBut for them a very poor indus-
trious widow, say, with only 2d. or 34. to spare,

couldn’t get a pair of shoes for her child ; whereas |
now, for 2d. or 8d., she can get them there, of |

There ’s a sort of decency,
And what’s more, sir—

some sort or other,
too, in wearing shoes.

for I 've bought old coats and other clothes in Rose- |

mary-lane, both for my own wear and my family’s,
and know something about it—how is a poor cres-
ture to get such a decency as a petticoat for a poor

little girl, if she ‘d only a penny, unless there were

such places ¥’

In the present state of the very poor, it may be
that such places as those described have, on the
principle that half a loaf is better than no bread,
their benefits.
which an industrious widow, or a host of in
dustrious persons, can spare but ld. for a childs
clothing (and nothing, perhaps, for their own), i

one to be lauded in a Christian country, is another | -
question, fraught with grave political and social { -

considerations.

The man from whom I received the following |
account of the sale of men’s wearing apparel was [~

apparently hetween 30 and 40 years of age. His

face presented something of the Jewish physio | %
gnoroy, but he was a Christian, he said, though e [}
never had time to go to church or chapel, and [
Sunday was often a busy day ; besides, a man | "
must live as others in his way lived. He had | -

been connected with the sale of old clothes all

his life, as were his parents, so that his existence |
had been monotonous enough, for he had never |

been more than five miles, he thought, from
Whitechapel, the neighbourhood where he was

born. In winter he liked a concert,and was fond |-
of o hand at cribbage, but he didn’t care for the |’
play. His goods he sometimes spread on the [ -
around—at other times he had a stallor a “ horse” | -

(clothes-horse).
“ My customers,” he said, “are nearly at
vorking people, some of them very poor, and

with large families, For anything I know, som¢ |

But whether the state of thingsiz |- -
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of them works with their heads, though, as well,
and not their hands, for I’ve noticed that their
hands is smallish and seems smoothish, and suits
a tight sleeve very well I don’t know what
they are. How should I? I asks no questiens,
and they’ll tell me no fibs. To such as them 1
sell coats mostly ; indeed, very little else. They 're
often very perticler about the fit, and often asks,
¢Does it look as if it was made for me? Some-
times they is seedy, very seedy, and comes to
guch as me, most likely, ’cause we’re cheaper
than the shops. They don’t like to try things on
in the street, and I can always take a decent
cnstomer, or one as looks sich, in there, to try on
(pointing to a coffee-shop). Bob-tailed coats
(dress-coats) is far the cheapest. I’ve sold them
az Jow as 1s., but not often; at 25. and 3s. often
enongh ; and sometimes as high as 5s. Perhaps
a 3s. or 3s. 6d. coat goes off as well as any, but
bob-tailed coats is little asked for. Now, I’ve
never had a frock (surtout or frock coat), as well
as I can remember, under 2s. 6d., except one that
stuck by me a long time, and I sold it at Jast for
920d., which was 2d. less than what it cost. It
was only a poor thing, in course, but it had such
a rum-coloured velvet collar, that was faded, and
had had a bit let in, and was all sorts of shades,
and that hindered its selling, I fancy. Velvet
collars isn’t worn now, and I'm glad of it. Old
coats goes better with their own collars (collars of
the same cloth as the body of the coat). For
frocks, I’ve got as much as 7s. 6d., and cheap at
it too, sir, Well, perhaps (laughing) at an odd
time they wasn’t so very cheap, but that’s all in
the way of trade. About 4s. 6d. or bs. is perhaps
the ticket that a frock goes off best at. It’s
working people that buys frocks most, and often
working people’s wives or mothers—that is as far
as I knows. They 're capital judges as to what’ll
fit their men; and if they satisfy me it’s all right,
I’m always ready to undertake to change it for
another if it don’t fit. O, mo, I never agree to
give back the money if it don’t fit; in course
not; that wouldn't be business.

““ No, sir, we're very little troubled with people
latking. I lave had young fellows come, half
drunk, even though it might be Sunday meorning,
and say, ¢ Guv'ner, what’ll you give me to wear
that coat for you, and show off your cut? We
don't stand much of their nonsense. I dont
know what such coves are, Perhaps ‘torneys
journeymen, or pot-boys out for a Sunday morn-
ing's spree.” [This was said with a bitterness
;t‘hat surprised me in so quiet-speaking a man.]
“In greatcoats and cloaks I don’t do much, but
1t’s a very good sale when you can offer them
well worth the money. I’ve got 10s. often for
a greatcont, and higner and lower, oftener
lower in course ; but 10s. is about the card for a
good thing, It’s the like with cloaks, Paletots
don’t sell well. They’re mostly thinner and
poorer cloth to begin with at the tailors—them
new-fashioned named things often is so—and so
they show when hard worn. Why no, sir, they can
be done up, certainly; anything can be touched
up; but they get thin, you see, and there’s no-

_they 're youth’s or boy’s size.

thing to work upon as there is in a good cloth
greatcoat.  You’ll excuse me, sir, but I saw you
a little bit since take one of them there square
hooks that a man gives away to people coming
this way, as if to kneck up the second-hand
business, but he won’t, thongh; I’ll tell you how
them slops, if they come more into wear, is sure
to injure us. If people gets to wear them low-
figured things, more and more, as they possibly
may, why where’s the second-hand things 1o
come from? I’m not a tailor, but I understands
about clothes, and I believe that no person ever
saw anything green in my eye. And if you find
a slop thing marked a guinea, I don't care what
it is, but I’ll undertake that you shall get ome
that’ll weayr longer, and look better to the very
last, second-hand, at less than half the money,
plenty less. It was good stuff and good make at
first, and hasn't been abused, and that’s the
reason why it always bangs a slop, because it was
good to begin with,

“ Trousers sells pretty well. I sell them, cloth
ones, from 6d. up to 4s. They’re cheaper if
they re not cloth, but very seldom less or so low
as.6d. Yes, the cloth ones at that is poor worn
things, and little things too, They ’re not men’s,
Good strong cords
goes off very well at Is. and 1s. 6d., or higher.
Irish bricklayers buys them, and paviours, and
such like. It’s easy to fit a man with a pair of
second-hand trousers, I can tell by his build
what’ll fit him directly. Tweeds and summer
trousers is middling, but washing things sells
worse and worse. 1t’s an expense, and expenses
don’t snit my customers—not a bit of if.

¢ Waistcoats isn't in no great call. They 're
often worn very hard under any sort of a tidy
coat, for a tidy coat can be buttoned over any-
thing that’s ¢dicky,” and so, you see, many of
‘em ’s half-way to the rag-shop before they comes
to us. Well, I'm sure I can hardly say what
sort of people goes most for weskets 7 [so he pro-
nounced it]. ¢ If they ‘re light, or there’s any-
thing * fancy’ about them, I thinks it’s mothers
as makes them up for their sons. What with the
strings at the back and such like, it aint hard to
make a wesket fit. They’re poor people as
buys certainly, but genteel people buys such things
as fancy weskets, or how do you suppose they’d
all be got through? O, there’s ladies comes here
for a bargain, I ean tell you, and gentlemen, too;
and many on ‘em would go through fire for one.
Second-hand satins (waistcoats) is good still, but
they don’t fetch the tin they did. 1 've sold wes-
kets from 11d. to 4s. Well, it’s hard fo say
what the three-ha’pennies is made of ; all sorts of
things ; we calls them ¢serge.” Three-pence is a
common price for a little wesket. There’s no
under-weskets wanted now, and there’s no roliing
collars. It was better for us when there was, as
there was more stuff to work on. The double-
breasted gets scarcer, too. Fashions grows to be
cheap things now-a-days. -

1 can’t tell you anything about knee-breeches;
they don’t come into my trade, and they 're never
asked for. Gaiters is no go ecither. Liveries isn't
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a street-trade. I fancy all those sort of things
is sent abroad. I don’t know where. Perhaps
where people doesn’t know they was liveries. I
wouldn’'t wear an old livery coat, if it was the
Queen’s, for five bob. I don’t think wearing one
would hinder trade. You may have seen a black
man in a fine livery giving away bills of a slop in
Holborn. If we was to have such a thing we’d
be pulled up (apprehended) for obstructing.

#T slls a few children’s (children’s clothes),
but only a few, and I can’t say so much about
them. They sells pretty freely though, and fo
very decent people. If they ’re good, then they ‘re
. ready for use. If they ain’t anything very prime,
' they can be mended—that is, if they was good to
begin with. But children's woollen togs is mostly
hardworn and fit only for the ¢ devil ’ (the machine
which tears them up for shoddy). I’vesold suits,
which was tunics and trousers, but no weskets,
for 3s, 6d. when they was tidy, That’s 2 common
price.

< Well, really, I hardly know how much I
make every week; far too little, I know that. I
could no more tell you how many coats I sell in a
year, or how many weskets, than I could tell you
how many days was fine, and how many wasn’t.
I can carry all in my head, and so I keeps no
accounts. 1 knmow exactly what every single
thing I sell has cost me. In course I must know
that. I dare say I may clear about 12s. bad
weeks, and 18s. good weeks, more and less both
ways, and there’s more bad weeks than good. I
have cleared 50s. in a good week ; and when it’s
been nothing but fog and wet, I haven’t cleared
9s. 6d. DBut mine’s a better business than com-
mon, perhaps. I can’t say what others clears;
more and less than I does.”

The profit in this trade, from the best informa-
tion I could obtain, runs about 50 per cent.

OF TEE STREET-SELLERS OF SECOND-HAXD
Boors AND SHOES.

Tie man who gave me the following account of
this {rade had been familiar with it a good many
vears, fifteen he believed, but was by no means
certain. 1 saw at his lodgings a man who was
finishing his day’s work there, in cobbling and
“translating.” He was not in the employ of my
informant, who had two rooms, or rather a floor;
he slept in one and let the other to the ¢ trans-
lator” who was a relation, he told me, and they
went on very well together, as he (the street-
seller) liked to sit and smoke his pipe of a night
in the translator’s room, which was much larger
than his own ; and sometimes, when times were
“pretty bobbish,” they clubbed together for a
good supper of tripe, or had a “ prime hot Jemmy
a-piece,” with a drop of good beer. A “Jemmy”
iz a baked sheep’s head. The room was tidy
enough, but had the strong odour of shoemaker’s
wax proper to the craft.

“I've been in a good many street-trades, and
“others too,” said my informant, ‘ since you want
to know, and for a good purpose as well as I can
understand it. I was a ’prentice to a shoemaker
in Northampton, with a lot more; why, it was

more like a factory than anything else, was my
master’s, and the place we worked in was so con-
fined and hot, and we couldn’t open the window,
that it was worse than the East Ingees. O, I
know what they is. I’ve been there. I was so
badly treated I ran away from my master, for I
had only a father, and he cared nothing about me,
and so I broke my indentures. After a good bit
of knocking about and living as L could, and
starving when I couldn’t, but I never thought of
going back to Northampton, I ’listed and was a
good bit in the Ingees. Well, never mind, sir,
how long, or what happened me when I was
soldier. I did nothing wrong, and that ain’t what
you was asking about, and I°d rather say no more
about it.”

I have met with other street-folk, who had
been soldiers, and who were fond of tfalking of
their “ service,” often enough to grumble about it,
so that I am almest tempted to think my in-
formant had deserted, but I questioned him no
further on the subject.

¢ 1 had my ups and downs again, sir,” he con-
tinued, “ when I got back to England. God bless
us all; I'm very fond of children, but I never
married, and when I’ve been at the worst, I Ve
been really glad that I hadnt no one depending
on me. It’s bad enough for oneself, but when
there ’s others as you must love, what must it be
then? I’ve smoked a pipe when I was troubled
in mind, and couldn’t get a meal, but could only
get a pipe, and baccy’s shamefully dear here ; but
if I'd had a young daughter now, what good would
it have been my smoking a pipe to comfort her?
1’ve seen that in people that’s akin to me, and has
been badly off, and with families. I had a friend
or two in London, and I applied to them when L
couldn’t hold out no longer, and they gave me a
bit of a rise, so I began as a costermonger. I was
living among them as was in that line. Well, now,
it’s a pleasant life in fine weather, Why it was
only this morning Joe (tke translator) was reading
the paper at breakfast time ;—he gets it from the
public-house, and if it’s two, three, or four day’s
old, it’s just as good for us;—and there was
10,000 pines had been received from the West
Ingees. There’s a chance for the costermongers,
says I, if they don’t go off too dear. Then cherries
is in; and I was beginning to wish I was a
costermonger myself still, but my present trade is
surer. My boots and shoes “il keep. They don't
spoil in hot weather. Cherries and strawberries
does, and if it comes thunder and wet, you can't
sell. I worked a barrow, and sometimes had only
a bit of a pitch, for a matter of two year, perhaps,
and then I got into this trade, as I understood it-
I sells all sorts, but not so much women’s or
children’s,

“ Why, as to prices, there’s two sorts of prices.
You may sell as you buy, or you may sell new
soled and heeled. They re never new welted for
the streets. It wouldn’t pay a bit. Not long
since I had a pair of very good Oxonians that had
been new welted, and the very first day I had
them on sale—it was 2 dull drizzly day—a lad
tried to prig them, I just caught him in time.

E
TGN T

et e et R A e Tk

1] FRYS

Ll

FPICRTY A

o

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR.

49

Did I give himin charge? I'hope I’ve more sense.
I’ve been robbed before, and I’ve caught young
tips in the act. If it’s boots or shoes they’ve
tried to prig, I gives them a stirruping with which-
ever it is, and a kick, and lets them go.”

« Men’s shoes, the regular sort, ism't a very
good sale. I get from 10d. to 4s. 6d. a pair ; but
the high priced uns is either soled and heeled,
and mudded well, or they 've been real well-made
things, and not much worn. I’ve had gentle-
men's shooting-shoes sometimes, that’s flung aside
for the least thing. The plain shoes don’t go off
at all. I think people likes something to cover
their stocking-feet more. For cloth button-boots
I get from 1s.—that’s the lowest I ever sold at—
to 2s. 6d. The price is according to what condi-
tion the things is in, and what’s been done to
them, but there’s no regular price. They re not
such good sale as they would be, because they
goon show worn. The black ‘legs’ gets to look
very scamy, and it’s a sort of boot that won't
stand much knocking about, if it ain’t right well
made at first. 1 ’ve been selling Oxonian button-
overs (‘ Oxonian’ shoes, which cover the instep,
and are closed by being buttoned instead of being
stringed through four or five holes) at 3s. 6. and
4s. but they was really good, and soled and
heeled ; others I sell at 1s. 6d. to 2s. 3d. or
9s. 6d. Bluchers is from 1s. to 3s. 6d. Welling-
tons from 1s.—yes, indeed, I’ve had them as Jow
as 1s., and perhaps they weren't very cheap at
that, them very low-priced things never is, neither
new nor old—from 1s. to 5s.; but Wellingtons is
more for the shops than the street. I doa little
in children’s boots and shoes, I sell them from
8d. to 15d. Yes, you can buy lower than 3d.,
but I'm not in that way, They sell quite as
quick, or quicker, than anything. I’ve sold
children’s boots to poor women that wanted shoe-
ing far worse than the child; aye, many a time,
si. Top boots (they 're called ¢ Jockeys’ in the
trade) isn’t sold in the streets, I’ve mever had
any, and I don’t see them with others in my line.
0 no, there ’s no such thing as Hessians or back-
straps (& top-boot without the light-coloured top)
in my trade now, Yes, I always have a seat
handy where anybody can try on anything in the
street ; no, sir, no boot-hooks nor shoe-horn ; shoe-
horns is rather going out, I think. If what we
sell in the streets won’t go on without them they
won't be sold at all. A good many will buy if
the thing’s only big enough—they can’t bear
pinching, and don’t much care for a fine fit.

“Well, I suppose 1 take from 30s. to 40s. a
week, 14s. is about my profit—that’s as to the
year through.

“T sell little for women’s wear, though I do sell
their boots and shoes sometimes,”

Or mor STREET-SELLERS oF Qrp HaTs.

THE two street-sellers of old coats, waistcoats,
and trousers, and of boots and shoes, whose state-
ments precede this account, confined their trade,
generally, to the second-hand merchandize I
ha\"_e mentioned as more especially constifuting
their stock., But this arrangement does not

wholly prevail. There are many street-traders
“ in second-hand,” perhaps two-thirds of the whole
number, who sell indiscriminately anything which
they can buy, or what they hope to turn out an
advantage; but even they prefer to deal more in
one particular kind of merchandize than another,
and this is most of all the case as concerns the
street-sale of old boots and shoes., Hats, how-
ever, are among the second-hand wares which the
street-seller rarely vends unconnected with other
stock. I was told that this might be owing to the
hats sold in the streets being usunally suitable only
for one class, grown men ; while clothes and boots
and shoes are for boys as well as men. Capsmay
supersede the use of hats, but nothing can super-
sede the use of boots or shoes, which form the
steadiest second-hand street-trade of any.

There are, however, occasions, when a street-
geller exerts himself to become possessed of a
cheap stock of hats, by the well-known process of
““ taking a quantity,” and sells thém without, or
with but a small admixture of other goods. One
man who had been lately so occupied, gave me
the following account. He wasof Irish parentage,
but there was little distinctive in his accent :—

“ Hats,” he said, “are about the awkwardest
things of any for the streets. Do as you will,
they require a deal of room, so that what you’il
mostly see isn’t hats quite ready to put on your
head and walk away in. but to be made ready.
I *ve sold hats that way though, I mean ready to
wear, and my father before me has sold hundreds
—yes, I *ve been in the trade all my life—andit’s
the best way for a profit. You get, perhaps, the
0ld hat in, or you buy it at 1d. or 2d. as may be,
and so vou kill two birds. But there’s very little
of that trade except on Saturday nights or Sunday
mornings, People wants a decent tile for Sundays
and don't care for work-days. I mnever hawks
hats, but I sells to those as do. My customers for
hats are mechanics, with an odd clerk or two.
Yes, indeed, I sell hats now and then to my owmn
countrymen to go decent to massin. I go to
mass myself as often as I can; sometimes I go to
vespers. No, the Irish in this trade ain’t so good
in going to chapel as they ought, but it takes such
a time ; not just while you’re there, but in shaving,
and washing, and getting ready. My wife helps
me in selling second-hand things; she’s a better
hand than I am. I have two boys; they're
young yet, and I don’t know what we shall bring
them up to; perhaps to our own business; and
children seems to fall naturally into it, I think,
when their fathers and mothers is init. They 're
at school now,

% 1 have sold hats from 6d. to 3s. 6d., but very
seldom 3s. 6d. The 3s. 6d. ones would wear out
two new gossamers, I know. It’s seldom you
see beaver hats in the strect-trade now, they’re
nearly all silk. They say the beavers have got
searce in foreign parts where they 're canght. I
haven't an idea how many hats I sell in a year,
for T don’t stick to hats, you see, sir, but I like
doing in them as well or better than in anything
else. Sometimes I’ve sold nothing but hats for
weeks together, wholesale and retail that is. It’s
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only the regular-shaped hats I can_sell. If you
offer swells’ hats, people’ll say: ‘I may as well
buy a new “ wide-awake” at once.” I have made
90s. in a week on hats alone. But if I confined
my trade to them now, I don’t suppese I could
clear 5s. one week with another the year through.
It’s only the hawkers that can sell them in wet
weather. I wish we could sell under cover in all
the places where there’s what you call ‘street-
markets.” It would save poor people that lives
by the street many a twopence by their things
not being spoiled, and by people not heeding the
rain to go and examine them.”

OF TEE StREET-SELLERS OF WOMERXR'S SECOND-
HAND APPAREL,

Tu1s trade, as regards the sale to retail cus-
tomers in the streets, is almost entirely in the
hands of women, seven-eighths of whom are the
wives, relatives, or connections of the men who
deal in second-hand male apparel. But gowns,
cloaks, bonnets, &c., are collected more largely by
men than by women, and the wholesale old
clothes’ merchants of course deal in every sort of
habiliment. Petticoat and Rosemary-lanes are the
orand marts for this street-sale, but in Whitecross-
street, Liatherlane, Old-street (St. Lule’s), and
some similar Saturday-night markets in poor
neighbourhoods, women's second-hand apparel is
sometimes offered. “ It is often of liitle use offer-
ing it in the latter places,” I was told by a lace-
seller who had sometimes tried to do business in
second-hand shawls and cloaks, “ because you are
sure to hear, ¢ Oh, we can get them far cheaper in
Petticoat-lane, when we like to go as far.’”

The different portions of female dress are shown
and sold in the street, as I have described in my
account of Rosemary-lane, and of the trading of
the men sclling second-hand male apparel. There
is not so much attention paid to “set off” gowns
that there is to set off coats,  If the gown be a
washing gown,” I was informed, “it is sure to
heve 1o be washed before it can be worn, and so
it is mo use bothering with it, and paying for
soap and labour beforehand. If it he woollen, or
some stuff that wont wash, it has almost always
to be altered before it is worn, and so it is no
use doing it up perhaps to be altered again.”
Silk goods, however, are carefully emough re-
glossed and repaired. DMost of the others *‘just
take their chance.”

A good-looking Irishwoman gave me the follow-
ing account. She had come to London and had
been a few years in service, where she saved a little
money, when she married a cousin, but in what
degree of cousinship she did mot know. She
then took part in his avocation as a crockman,
and subsequently as a street-seller of second-hand
clothes.

“\Why, vis, thin and indeed, sir,” she said, “ I
did feel rather quare in my new trade, going about
from house to house, the Commercial-road and
Stepney way, but I soon got not to mind, and
indeed thin it den’t maiter much what way one
gets one’s living, so long as it’s honest. O, yis,
I Inow there’s goings on in old clothes that isn't

always honest, but my husband’s a fair dealing
man, I felt quarer, too, whin I had to sell in the
strate, but I soon got used to that, too; and it’s
not such slavish work as the ‘crocks.” DBut we
sometimes ¢ crocks ’ in the mornings a little still,
and sells in the evenings. No, not what we 've
collected —for that goes to Mr. Isaac’s market
almost always—but stock that’s ready for wear.

«“Ror Cotton Gowns 1’ve got from 9d. tfo
2s. 8d. O, vis, and indeed thin, there’s gowns
chaper, 4d. and 6d., but there’s nothing to be got
out of them, and we don't sell them. From 9d.
to 18d. is the commonest price. It’s poor people
as buys: O, yis, and indeed thin it is, thim as
has families, and must look about thim. Many’s
the poor woman that’s said to me, ¢ Well, and
indeed, marm, it isn’t my inclination to chapen
anybody as I thinks is fair, and I was brought up
qunite different to buying old gowns, I assure you’
—yis, that’s often said ; no, sir, it isn't my coun-
trywomen that says it (laughing), it’s yours. ‘I
wouldn’t think,” says she, ¢ of offering you 1d. less
than ls., marm, for that frock for my daughter,
marm, but it’s such a hard fight fo live” Och,
thin, and it is indeed ; but to lhear some of them
talk you’d think they was born ladies. Stuf-
gowns is from 2d. to 8d. higher than cotton, but
they don’t sell near so well. I hardly know why.
Cotton washes, and if a dacent .woman gets 2
chape second-hand cotton, she washes and does it
np, and it seems fo come to her fresh and new.
Mhat can’t be done with stuff. Sl is very little
in my way, but silk gowns sell from 3s. 6. to 4s.
Of satin and velvet gowns I can tell you no-
thing ; they ’re never in the streets.

“ Second-hand Bonnets is a very poor sale—
very. The milliners, poor craitchers, as makes
them up and sells them in the strate, has the
oreatest sale, but they makes very litile by it.
Their bonnets looks new, you see, sir, and close
and nice for poor women. I’ve sold bonnets from
6d. to 3s. 6d., and some of them cost 3[. Dut
whin they git faded and out of fashion, theyre
of no vally at all at all. Shawls is a very little
sale ; very little. I’ve got from 6d. to 2s. 6d.
for them, Plaid shawls is as good as any, at
about 1s. 6d.; but they 're a winter trade. Cloaks
(they are what in the dress-making trade are called
mantles) isn’t much of a call. I’ve had them
from 1s. 6d. as high as 7s—but only once
7s., and it was good silk. They’re not a sort
of wear that suits poor people. Will and
indeed thin, I bardly know who buys them
second-hand. Perhaps bad women buys a few,
or they get men to buy them for them. T think
your misses don’t buy much second-hand thin in
gineral ; the less the better, the likes of them;
yis, indeed, sir.  Sieys I don’t sell, buf you can
buy them from 8d. to 15d.; it’s a small trade.
And I don’t sell Under Clothing, or only now and
thin, except Children’s. Dear me, I can hardly
tell ‘the prices I get for the poor little things
dress—I’ve a little gir]l myself—the prices vary
s0, just as the frocks and other things is made fer
big children or little, and what they 're made of.
I’ve sold frocks—they sell best on Saturday and
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Monday nights—from 2d. to 1s. 6d4. Little pet-
ticonts 15 1d. to 3d.; shifts is 1d. and 24., and so
is little shirts, If they wasn’t so low there would
he more rags than there is, and sure there’s
inty. .
hf: i¥ill, thin and indeed, I don’t know what we
make in a week, and if T did, why should I tell ?
0, yes, sir, 1 know from the gentleman that sent
you to me that you're asking for a good purpose :
Jis, indeed, thin ; but I ralely cr_m’t say. Wedo
pritty well, God’s name be praised ! Perhaps a
~ood second-hand gown trade and such hke is
worth from 10s. to 15s. a week, and nearer 15s.
than 10s. ivery week ; but that’s a good second-
hand trade you understand, sir. A poor trade’s
about half that, perhaps. DBut thin my husband
cells men’s wear as well. Yis, indeed, and I find
time to go to mass, and I soon got my husband to
go after we was married, for he’d got to neglect 1t,
God be praised ; and what’s all you can get here
compared to making your sowl ” [saving your soul
—aling your soul is not an uncommon phrase
among some of the Irish peoplel. ¢ Och, and
indeed thin, sir, if you ’ve met Father —, you’ve
met a good gintleman,”

Of the street-selling of women and childrew's
second-hand boots and shoes, I need say but little,
as they form part of the stock of the men’s ware,
and are sold by the same men, not unfrequently
assisted by their wives. The best sale is for black
cloth boots, whether laced or butiomed, but the
prices run only from 5d. to 1s. 9d. If the “legs”
of a second-hand pair be good, they are worth 5d.,
po matter what the leather portion, including the
soles, may be. Coloured boots sell very in-
differently, Children’s hoots and shoes are sold
from 2d. to 13d.

Or taE STREET-SELLERS OF SECOND-HAXD
Furs.

OF furs the street-sale is prompt enough, or used
to be prompt; but mot so much so, I am told,
last season, as formerly. A fur tippet is readily
bought for the sake of warmth by women iwho
thrive pretty well in the keeping of cofiee-stalls,
or any calling which requires attendance during
the nicht, or in the chilliness of early morning,
even in summer, by those who go out at early
hours to their work. By such persons a big tip-
pet is rendily hought when the money is not an
iwpediment, and to many it is a strong recom-
mendation, that when new, the tippet, most
likely, was worn by a real lady. So I was
assured by a person familiar with the trade.

One female street-seller had three stalls or
stands in the New Cut (when it was a great street
market), about two years hack, and all for the
sale of second-hand furs. She has now a small
shop in second-hand wearing apparel (women’s)
generally, furs being of cowrse included.  The
business carried on in the street (almost always
“the Cut”) by the fur-scller in question, who was
both industrious and respectable, was very con-
siderable, On a Monday she has not unfrequently
talen 87, one-half of whick, indecd more than

half, was profit, for the street-seller hought in the
summer, when furs ¢ were no money at all,” and
sold in the winter, when they “ were really tin,
and no mistake.” Before the season began, she
sometimes had a small room nearly full of furs.

This trade is less confined to Petticoat-lane and
the old clothes district, as regards the supply to
retail customers, than is anything else counected
with dress. But the fur trade is now small. The
money, prudence, and forethought necessary to
enable a fur-seller to buy in the summer, for
ample profit in the winter, as regards street-trade,
is ot In accordance with the habits of the general
run of street-sellers, who think but of the present,
or hardly think even of that.

The old furs, like all the other old articies of
wearing apparel, whether garbs of what may be
accounted primary necessaries, as shoes, or mere
comforts or adornments, as boas or wmuiis, are
bought in the first instance at the Old Clothes
Exchange, and so find their way to the street-
sellers. The exceptions as to this first transaction
in the trade I now speak of, are very trifling, and,
perhaps, more trifling than in other articles, for
one great supply of furs, I am informed, is from
their being swopped in the spring and summer for
flowers with the “ root-sellers,” who carry them to
the Exchange.

Last winter there were sometimes as many as
ten persons—three-fourths of the number of second-
hand fur sellers, which fluctuates, being women—
with fur-stands. They frequent the street-markets
on the Saturday and Monday nights, not confining
themselves to any one market in particular. The
best sale is for Fur Tippets, and chiefly of the
darker colours. These are bought, one of the
dealers informed me, frequently by maid-servants,
viho could run of errands in them in the dark, or
wear them in wet weather. They are sold from
1s. 6d.to 4s. 6d., about 2s. or 2s. Gd. being a
common charge. Children’s tippets  go off well,”
from 6d. to 1s. 3d. Boas are not vended to half
the extent of tippets, although they are lower-
priced, one of tolerably good gray squirrel being
1s. 6. The reason of the différence in the demand
is that hoasare as much an ornament as & garment,
while the tippet answers the purpose of a shawl.
Afuffs are not at all vendible in the streets, the
few that are disposed of being principally for child-
ren. As muffs are not generally used by maid-
servants, or by the families of the working classes,
the absence of demand in the second-hand trafiic
is easily accounted for. They are bought some-
times to cut up for other purposes. Victorties
arc disposed of readily enough at from ls. to 2s. 6d.,
as are Cujs, from 4d. to Sd. )

One mun, who toid me that a few years since he
and his wife used to sell second-hand furs in the
street, was of opinion that Lis best customers were
women of the town, who were tolerably well-
dressed, and who requircd some further protection
from the might air. He could readily sell any
“ tidy” article, tippet, boa,or muff, to those females,
if they had from 2s. 6d. to s at command. He
had so sold them in Clare-market, in Tottenham-
conrt-road, and the Brill,
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Or 7HE Secosp-HAND SELLERS OF SMITHFIELD-
MAREET.

No small part of the second-hand trade of Lon-
don is carried on in the market-place of Smithfield,
on the Priday afternoons. Here is a mart for
almost everything which is required for the har-
nessing of beasts of draught, or is required for
any means of propulsion or locomotion, either asa
whole vehicle, or in its several parts, needed by
street-traders : also of the machines, vessels, scales,
weights, measures, baskets, stands, and all other
appliances of street-traae.

The scene is animated and peculiar. Apart
from the horse, ass, and goat trade (of which I
shall give an account hereafter), it is a grand
Second-hand  Costermongers’ Exchange.  The
trade is mot confined to that large body, theugh
they are the principal merchants, but includes
greengrocers (often the costermonger in 2 shop),
carmen, and others. It is, moreover, a favourite
resort of the purveyors of streei-provisions and
beverages, of street dainties and luxuries. Of
this class some of the most prosperous are those
who are “ well known in Smithfield.”

The space devoted to this second-hand com-
merce and’ its accompaniments, runs from St.
Bartholomew’s Hospital towards Long-lane, but
isolated peripatetic traders are found in all parts
of the space not devoted to the exhibition of cattle
or of horses. The crowd on the day of my visit
vas considerable, but from several I heard the
not-always-very-veracious remarks of ¢ Nothing
doing™ and “ There ’s nobody at all here to-day.”
The weather was sultry, and at every few yards
arose the cry from men and boys, “ Ginger-beer,
ha'penny a glass ! Ha'penny a glass,” or “Iced
lemonade here ! Iced raspberriade, as cold as ice,
ha’penny a glass, only a ha’penny 1”7 A boy was
elevated on a board at the end of a splendid affair
of this kind. It was a square built vehicle, the
top being about 7 feet by 4,-and flat and sur-
mounted by the lemonade fountain ; long, narrow,
champagne glasses, holding a raspberry eoloured
liguid, frothed up exceedingly, were ranged round,
and the beverage dispensed by a woman, the
mother or employer of the boy who was bawling.
The sides of the machine, which stood on wheels,
were a bright, shiny blue, and on them sprawled
the lion and unicorn in gorgeous heraldry, yellow
and gold, the artist being, according to a pro-
wninent announcement, a ‘ herald painter.” The
apparatus was handsome, but with that exaggera-
tion of handsomencss which attracts the high and
low vulgar, who cannot distinguish between gaudi-
ness and beauty. The sale was brisk. The
ginger-beer sold in the market was generally dis-
pensed from carts, and here I noticed, what
oceurs yearly in street-commerce, an innovation on
the established system of the trade. Several
sellers disposed of their ginger-heer in clear glass
bottles, somewhat larger and fuller-necked than
those introduced by M. Soyer for the sale of his
“nectar,” and the liquid was drank out of the
bottle the moment the cork was undrawn, and so
the necessity of a glass was obviated.
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Near the herald-painter's work, of which 1
have just spoken, stood & very humble stall on

which were loaves of bread, and round the loaves

were pieces of fried fish and slices of bread on
plates, all remarkably clean. “ Oysters! Penny-a
lot ! Penny-a-lot, oysters!” was the cry, the
most frequently heard after that of ginger-beer,
&c.
pound, cherries!” “Fruit-pies! Try my fruit
pies !” The most famous dealer in all kinds of
penny pies is, however, not a pedestrian, but an
equestrian hawker. He drives a very smart,
handsome pie-cart, sitting behind after the manner
of the Hansom cabmen, the lifting up of a lid
below his knees displaying his Jarge stock of pies,
His ““ drag” is whisked along rapidly by a brisk
chestnut poney, well-harnessed.
out,” I was informed, poney included, cost 50L
when new. The proprietor is a keen Chartist and
teetotaller, and loses no opportunity to inculeate
to his customers the excellence of ieetotalism, as
well as of his pies. “Milk! ha’penny a pint!
ha’penny a pint, good milk {” is another cry.

“Raspberry cream ! Iced raspberry-cream, ha'penny |

a glass !” This street-seller had a capital trade,
Street-ices, or rather ice-creams, were somewhat of
a failure last year, more especially in Greenwich-
park, but this year they seem likely to succeed.
The Smithfield man sold them in very small
glasses, which he merely dipped into a vessel at
his feet, and so filled them with the cream. The

consumers had to use their fingers instead of a |

spoon, and no few seemed-puzzled how to eat their
ice, and were grievously troubled by its getting
among their teeth.
that he felt “asif it had snowed in his belly !"
Perhaps at Smithfield-market on the Friday after-
noons every street-trade in eatablesand drinkables
has its representative, with the exception of such
things as sweet-stuff, curds and whey, &e., which
are bought chiefly by women and children. There
were plum-dongh, plum-cake, pastry, pea-soup,
whelks, periwinkles, ham-sandwiches, hot-eels,
oranges, &c., &ec., &c.

These things are the usual accompaniment of
street-markets, and I now come to the subject
matter of the work, the sale of second-hand
articles. ' -

In this trade, since the introduction of a new
arrangement two months ago, there has been a
great change. The vendors are mot allowed to
vend barrows in the market, unless indeed with a
poney or donkey harnessed to them, or unles
they are wheeled about by the owner, and they
are not allowed to spread their wares on the
ground. When it is’ considered of what those
wares are composed, the awkwardness of the
arrangement, to the sales-people, may be under-
stood. They consist of second-hand collars, pads,
saddles, bridles, bits, traces, every description of
worn harness, whole or in parts; the wheels,
springs, axles, &ec., of barrows and carts; the
beams, chains, and bodies of scales ;—these, per
haps, are the chief things which are sold sepx
rately, as parts of a whole. The traders have now
no other option but to carry them as they best

I heard one drover mutter -
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ABLE-BODIED PAUPER STREET-SWEEPLL.

[From a Photograph.;
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eon, and offer them for zale. You saw men who
really appear clad in harness. Portions were
fustened round their bodies, eollars slung on their
arms, pads or small cart-saddles, with their shaft-
gear, were planted on their shoulders. Some
carried merely a collar, or a harness bridle,
or even a bit or a pair of spurs. It was the
seme  with the springs, &ec., of the barrows
and small carts. They were carried under
men’s arms, or poised on their shoulders, The

7 wheels and other things which are too heavy

¢ far such modes of transport had to be placed in
i some sort of vehicle, and in the vehicles might be
¢ seen trestles, &e.

2 The complaints on the part of the second-hand
- sellers were neither few nor mild : “If it had

* Dbeen a fat ox that had to be accommodated,” said

- % one, “before he was roasted for an alderman,
. they’d have found some way to do it. DBut it

- don't matter for poor men; though why we

. shouldn't be suited with a market as well as

. richer people is not the ticket, that’s the fact.”
. These arrangements are already beginning to be
- infringed, and will be more and more infringed,

-~ for such isalways the case. The reason why they

“ were adopted was that the ground was so littered,

* that there was not room for the donkey traftic and

other requirements of the market. The donkeys,
when “ shown,” under the old arrangement, often
trod on boards of old metal, &ec., spread on the
around, and tripped, sometimes to their injury, if
consequence. Prior to the change, about twenty
persons used to come from Petticoat-lane, &e., and
spread their old metal or other stores on the
ground.

Of these there are now none. These Petticoat-
laners, I was told by a Smithfield frequenter,
were men “ who knew the price of old rags,”—a
new phrase expressive of their knowingness and
keenness in trade,.

The statistics of this trade will be found under
that head ; the prices are often much higher and
much lower. 1 speak of the regular trades, I
have not included the sale of the superior butchers
carts, &c., as that is a traffic not in the hands of
the regular second-hand street-sellers. T have not
thought it requisite to speak of the hawking
of whips, sticks, wash-leathers, brushes, curry-
combs, &e., &c., of which I have already treated
distinctively.

The accounts of the Capital and Income of the
Street-Sellers of Second-Hand Articles I am
obliged to defer till a future occasion,

OF THE STREET-SELLERS OF LIVE ANIMALS.

T.IIE live animals sold in the streets include beasts,
 birds, fish, and reptiles, all sold in the streets of

" London.

- The class of men carrying on this business—for
= they are nearly all men—is mixed; but the ma-
~ Jority are of a half-sporting and half-vagrant kind.
-* Une informant told me that the bird-catchers, for
Instance, when young, as more than three-fourths

- of them are, were those who “ Iiked to be after a

+ loose end,” first catching their birds, as a sort of

: sporting business, and then sometimes selling them
-1 the streets, but far more frequently disposing of

- them in the bird-shops. “Some of these boys,”

% a bin - . :
; A bird-seller in a Jarge way of business said to me,

.- “used to hecome rat-catchers or dog-sellers, but

o i H . .
s there ’s not such great openings in the rat and dog
' line now,  As far as I lnow, they re the same

# lads, or just the same sort of lads, anyhow, as vou

- 1imay see ¢ helping,” holding horses, or things like

* that, 2t concerns like them small races at Peck-

ham or Chalk Farm, or helping any way at the
" footraces at Camberwell.” There is in this bird-

,_jf-‘ﬂ?c_hmg 4 strong manifestation of the vagrant
le .
st To rise long before daybreak; to walk

. pfome miles before daybreak ; from the earliest

.- WWI to wait in some field, or common, or wood,

iz watching the capture of the birds; then a long

Ii\'es;

:tudge to town to dispose of the fluttering cap-
all this is done cheerfully, because there are

RIS L] - . oy 1 .
. JA00UE At the jrresistibie charms, to this class, of
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S3ctement, variety, and free and open-air life.
Nor do these charms appear one whit weakened
» a5 happens often enough, all this early morn
€35 15 carried on fasting.

The old men in the bird-catching business are
not to be ranked as to their enjoyment of it with
the juveniles, for these old men are sometimes
infirm, and can but, as one of them said to me
some time ago, “ hobble abont it.” But they have
the same spirit, or the sparks of it, And in this
part of the trade is one of the curious character-
istics of a street-life, or rather of an open-air
pursuit for the requirements of a street-trade. A
man, worn out for other purposes, incapable of
anything but a passive, or sort of lazy labour—
such as lying in a field and watching the action of
his trap-cages—will yet in a summer’s morning,
decrepid as he may be, possess himself of a dozen
or even a score of the very freest and most aspir-
ing of all our English small birds, a creature of the
air beyond other birds of his “order "—to use an
ornithological term-—of sky-larks.

The dog-sellers are of a sporting, trading,
idling class. Their sport is now the rat-hunt, or
the ferret-match, or the dog-fight ; as it was with
the predecessors of their stamp, the cock-fight;
the bull, bear, and badger bait; the shrove-tids
cock-shy, or the duck hunt. Their trading spirit
is akin to that of the higher-class sporting frater-
nity, the trading members of the turf. They jove
to sell and to bargain, always with a qwiet exulta-
tion at the time—a matter of loud tavern boast
afterwards, perhaps, as respects the street-folk—
how they “do™ a customer, or “ do” one another.
“Tt’s not cheating.” was the remark and apolegy
of a very famous jockey of the old times, touching
such measures ; “it’s net cheating, it’s ontwit-
ting.” Perhaps this cxpresses the code of honesty
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