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Sticet-Scllers of Divds-Nests.

nersons hawking birds-nests, &c., in
the streets during the season, which
lasts from May to August; these
street-sellers sell among them 400
nests, at 24d. each; 144 snakes, at
1s. 6d. each; 4 hedgehogs, at 1s. cach;
and about 25.s worth of snails. This
makes the weekly income of each
amount to about 8s. 6d4. during a
period of 12 wecks in the summer,
and the sum annually expended on
these articles fo cometo « - . - 15 6 0

Street-Sellers of Squirrels.

For five months of the year there
re 20 men selling squirrels in the
streets, at from 20 to 50 per cent.
profit, and averaging a weekly sale of
six each. The average price is from
95 to 25, G6d. Thus 2400 squirrels
are vended yearly in the streets, at
a cost to the publicof . . . . . 240 0O 0
Street-Sellers of Leverets, Wild Rabbits, Le.
During the year there are about
six individuals exposing for sale in the
streets young hares and wild rabbits.
These persons sell among them 300
leverets, at 1s. 6d. each; and 400
voung wild-rabbits, at 4. each, giving
a yearly outlay of . . . .« . . 26 32
Strect-Scllers of Gold and Silver I'ish.
1§ we caleulate, in order to allow
for the ceszation of the trade during the
winter, and often in the summer when
costermongering is at its best, that
but 35 gold-fish sellers hawk in the
streets and that for but half a year,
each seliinz six dozen weekly, at 125,
the dozen, we find 65,520 fish sold,
atancutayof. . . . . . .3276 0 G
Strcst-Sellers of Tortoises.
Estimating the number of indivi-
dnals selling tortoises to be 20, and
the number of tortoises scld to be
10,000, at an average price of &d.
cach, we find there is expended yearly
upon these creatures upwards of . . 333 € 8
Streel-Sellers of Snails, Frogs, dc.
There are 14 snail gatherers, and
they, on an average, gather six dozen
quarts each in a year, which supplies
a total of 12,096 quarts of snails.
The labourers in the gardens, I am
informed, gather somewhat more than
an equal quantity, the greater part
being sold to the bird-shops; so that
altogether the supply of snails for
the caged thrushes and blackbirds of
London is about two millions and a
half. Computing them at 24,000

!
There are at present only three £ & . ’
!
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guarts, and at 2d. a quart, the annual

outlay is 200/, Besides snails, there £ a 4.
are collected annuaily 500 frogs and 18
toads, at 1d. each, giving a yearly

expenditure of . . . . . . o 202 2

LD

ToTAL, oR Gross © TAKivGs,” OF THE
STREET-SELLERS OF LIVE AXI-
:‘I.\.LS . . . . . - . ] 23,868 16 ':i'

IxcoME, oR  TAKINGS,” OF TIL STREET-SELLERS
or MINERAL DPRODUCTIONS AXD NATURAL
CURIOSITIES.

Stieet-Sellers of Coals.

The number of individuals engaged
in the street-sale of coals is 210;
these distribute 2940 tons of conls
weekly, giving an amual trade of
152,880 tons, at 1Z. per ton, and con-
sequently a yearly expenditure by
the poorof. . . . .+ . . 1

o,

Street-Sellers of Colz.

The number of individuals engaged
in the street-sale of coke is 15093
and the total quantity of coxe sold
annually in the streets is computed
at about 1,400,000 chaldrons. These
are purchased at the gas factories at
an average price of 8s. per chaldron.
Reckoning that this is sold at 4s. per
chaldron for profit, we find that the
total gains of the whole class amount
to 280,00G1. per annum, and their
gross annual takingsto . . . 840,000 0 0

Stieel-Sellers of Tan-Tuif.

The number of tan-turf sellers in
the metropolis is estimated at 1+;
each of these disposes of, upon an
averaze, 20,000 per week, during
the year; selling them at ls per
hundred, and realizing a profit of
41d. for each hundred. This makes
the annual outlay in the street-sale of
the above articlc amount to . . 7,280 0 O

Street-Sellers of Sadl.

There are at present 150 indi-
viduals hawking salt in the several
streets of London; each of these pays
at the rate of 2s. per cwt. for the salt,
and retails it at 3 Ibs. for 1d., which
leaves 1ls. 1d. profit on every cwi
One day with another, wet and dry,
each of the street-sellers disposes of
about 2} ewt., or 18 tons 15 cwt.
per day for all hands, and this, de-
ducting Sundays, makes 5368 tous
15 cwt. in the course of the yeur.
The profit of ls. 1d. per cwt.
amounts to a yearly aggregaic profit
of 63570 16s. 3d., or about 2
per annum for each person in the
trade; while the sum annually ex-
pended upon this article in the streeis
amounts 10 . .. . . . . . 18,085 6 8
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Street-Sellers of Sand. £ s d“ We‘t" fish . . . . £1,177,200 £
Calculating the sale at a load of ]?f}' f’S_h < e e e 127,000
gnd per day, for each horseand cart, Shelb fish . . . . . 156,600
ot 21s. per load, we find the sum i )
annually  expended in house - sand Fish of all kinds . . £1,460,300
io be 65730, ; adding to this the sum : Veretables 5
of 2341 spf;nt yearly in bird-sand, G:',g:an;‘l;it ) ’ £§g;'§gg
the total street-expenditure is 6,307 0 O ; Dry fruit . L. 1;600
Strect-Sellers of Shells. i —_—
There are about 50 individuals Froit and Vegetables . . . . 625,600
«nosing of shells at different period .
S%blt]ﬁzl:g:?r.s 1LThb:e;e selll :fm:mge:}?:mi glillllf:, poultry, rablits, &e. . . . 80,000
1,000,600 at 1d. each, giving an WZ?:;Z;,;;ZES’ Qe e "iié,SOO
annual expenditure of . . . . 4,166 13 4§ GlLickw e o "%OO
ickweed, gru’nsel, and turf for birds 14,570
——— 7 | Eatables and drinkables. . . 203,100
ToraL, or Gross TARINGS, OF THE Stationerv. 1i - e &Y,
1S = St ry, literature, and fine aris . 83,400
izﬁfg\guffﬁs ?Ag;fg‘mcﬁii Manufactured articles . . . . . 1882200
0=ITIES- £1.029.998 19 & Se;cond-l_mnd ar'tlcles e e e e 29,900
SITIES » w0 v 0 0 0 S RaTEE RS Live animals ({ncluding dogs, Lirds,
and gold fishy . . . . . . . 29,500

Rivei-Sellers of Purl.
There are at present 35 men follow-
mg the trade of purl-selling on the
river Thames to colliers. The weekly
profits of this class amount to 1177, 5s.
per weelk, and yearly to 60977, while
their annual takings is . . 8,190 0 O

Now, adding together the above and the other
foregone results, we arrive at the following esti-
mate as to the amount of money annually expended
on the several articles purchased in the streets of
the metropolis,

Mineral prodnetions (us coals, cole,
salt, sand, £¢) . . . . . . 1,022,700

ToTAT. SUM EXPENDED TUPONX THE
VARIOUS ARTICLES YVENDED BY THE .
STREET-SELLERS . . . . . .%3,716,270

Hence it appears that the street-sellers, of all
ages, in the metropolis are about forty thousand
in number—their stock-in-trade is worth about
sixty thousand pounds—and their gross annual
takings or receipts amount to no less than three
millions and a half sterling.

Tae persons who traverse the streets, or call
periodically at certain places to purchase articles
which are usually sold at the door or within the
house, are—according to the division I laid down
in the first number of this work—STREET-BGYERS.
The largest, and, in every respect, the most
remarkable body of these traders, are the buyers
of old clothes, and of them I shall speak sepa-
rately, devoting at the same time some space fo
the StreEr-JEws. It will also be necessary to
give a brief account of the Jews generally, for
}1105’_ are still a peculiar race, and street and shop-
tading among them are in many respects closely
bended,

The principal things bought by the itinerant
purchasers consist of waste-paper, hare and rabbis
skins, old umbrellas and parasols, bottles and glass,

token metal, rags, dripping, grease, bones, tea-
leaves, and old clothes.
: With the exception of the buyers of waste-paper,
fmeng whom are many active, cnergetic, and
l’(‘):‘t-‘]l}[%'etl}llt men, the street-buyers are of the lower
fllrtilea as to means and intelligence. The only
Alereif 1t?}.\c:eptmn, perhaps, which I need notice
CUIIGidb’ 1:)'llt among some umbrella-buyers, there is
Pai£ o:m ¢ smariness, ﬂpd somet1me§, m the re-
of 821 Icri‘(iwal of the ribs, &c., a slight degree
+ The other street-purchasers—such as the

OF THE STREET-BUYERS.

hare-skin and old metal and rag buyers, are often
old and infirm people of both sexes, of whom—
perhaps by reason of their infirmities—not a few
have been in the trade from their childhood, and
are as well known by sight in their respective
rounds, as was the “long-remembered beggar” in
former times.

It is usually the lot of a poor person who has
been driven to the streets, or has adopted such a
life when an adult, to sell trifling things—such
as are light to carry and require a small outlay—
in advanced age. Old men and women totter about
offering lucifer-matches, hoot and stay-laces, penny
memorandum books, and such like. But the elder
portion of the street-folk I have now to speak of
do not sell, but uy. The street-seller commends
his wares, their cheapness, and excellence. The
same sort of man, when a buyer, depreciates every-
thing offered to him, in order to ensure a cheaper
bargain, while many of the things thus obtained
find their way into street-sale, and are then as
much commended for cheapness and goodness, as
if they were the stock-in-trade of an acute slop
advertisement-monger, and this is done sometimes
by the yery man who, when a buyer, condemned
them as utterly valueless, But this is common fo
all trades.
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Or tnE STREET-BUYERS OF Rics, BROKEN
MEeTAL, BorTLES, GLASS, AND Boxes.

I crass all these articles under one head, for, on
inquiry, I fird no individual supporting limsell
by the trading in any one of them. I shalj,
therefore, describe the buyers of rags, broken
inetal, bottles, glass, and bones, asa body of street-
traders, but take the articles in which they traffic
seriatim, pointing out in what degree they are, or
have been, wholly or partialiy; the staple of several
distinct callings. :

The traders in these things are not unpros-
perous men. "The poor creatures who may be
scen picking up rags in the street are © street-
finders,” and not buyers. Tt is the same with the
poor old men who may be seen bending under
an unsavoury sack of bones. The bones have
Leen found, or have been given for charity, and
are not purchased. One feeble old man whom I
met with, his eyes fixed on the middle of the
carriage-way in the Old St. Pancras-road, and with
whom I had some conversation, told me that the
best friend he had in the world was a genileman
who lived in alarge house near the Regent's-park,
and gave him the bones which his dogs had done
with! - If I can only see hisself, sir,” said the
old man, “he’s sure to givé me any COPPers he
has in his coat-pocket, and that’s a very great
thing to a poor man like me. O, yes, I'll buy
bones, if I have any ha'pence, rather than go
without them ; but I pick themup, or have them

iven to me mostly.” :

The street-buyers, who are only buyers, bave
barrows, sometimes even carts with donkeys, and,
as they themselves describe it, they * buy every-
thing.” These men are little seen in London, for
they “work” the more secluded courts, streets,
and alleys, when in town; but their most fre-
quented younds are the poorer paris of the
populous suburbs. There are many in Croydon,
Woolwich, Greenwich, and Deptford. “It’s mo
use,” a man who had been in the trade said to
me, “such as us calling at fine houses to know if
they ’ve any old keys 10 sell! No, we trades
with the poor.” Often, howevez, they deal with-
the servants of the wealthy; and ‘their usual
mode of business in such cases is to leave a bill
4t the house a few hours previous to their visit.
Mhis document has frequently the royal arms ab
<he head of it, and asserts that the ¢ firm” has
been established since the year , which is
seldom less than half a century. The hand-bill
usually consists of a short preface as to ‘he in-
creased demand for rags on the part of the paper-
makers, and this is followed by a liberal offer to
give the very best prices for any old linen, or old
metal, boitles, Tope, stair-rods, locks, keys, drip-
ping, carpeting, &c., in fact,no rubbish or lumber,
however worthless, will be refused ;” and gene-
rally concludes with a request that this “bill”
may be shown to the mistress of the house and
preserved, as it will be called for in a couple of
hours.

he papers are delivered by one of the * firm,”

ien indicative of the

who marks on the door a 8!

| awount. I may therefore mention that, when

houses at which the bill has been taken in, anq
the probnb]e reception there of the gentleman who
is to follow him. The road taken is also pointed
by marks before explained, sec vol. 1. pp. 218 and
24%. These men are residents in all quarters
within 20 miles of London, being most nume-
rous in the places at no great distance from the
Thames. They work their way from their sub-
urban residences to London, which, of course, is
the mart, or exchange,” for their wares. The
reason why the suburbs are preferred is that in
those parts the possessors of such things as broken
metal, &c., cannot so readily resort to a marine-
store dealer's as they can in town. I am in-
formed, however, that ‘the shops of the marine-
store men are on the increase in the more densely-
peopled suburbs; still the dwellings of the poor
are often widely scattered in those parts, and few
will go a mile to sell any old thing. They wait
in preference, anless very needy, fer the wisit of
the street-buyer.

A good many years ago—perhaps until 30 years
back——rags, and especially white and good linen
rags, were among the things most zealously in-
quired for by street-buyers, and then 3d. a pound
was a price readily paid. Subsequently the paper-
manufacturers” bronght to great and economical
perfection the process of Doiling rags in lye and
bleaching them with chleririe, so that colour became
less a desideratum. = A few years after the peace
of 1815, moreover, the foreign -trade in rags in-
creased rapidly. At the present time, about 1200
tons of woollen rags, and upwards of 10,000 tons
of linen rags, are imported yearly. These 10,000
tons give us but a vague notion of the real

reduced to a more definite guantity, they show &
total of mo less than twenty-two millions four
hundred thousand pounds. The woollen rags
are imported the most largely from Hamburg and
Bremen, the price being from 5. to 171. the ton.
Linen rags, which average nearly 20/. the ton, aré
jmported from the same places, and from several
Lialian ports, more especially those 1n Sicily.
Among these ports are Palermo, Messina, Ancond,
Leghorn, and Trieste (the Trieste rags being g~
thered in Hungary). The value of the rags an-
nually brought to this country is mo less than
9200,000{. What the native rags may be worth,
there are no facts on which to ground an estimaie;:
but supposing cach person of the 20,000,000
in Great Britain-to produce’ one pound of 1233
annually, then the rags of this country may be
valued at very nearly the same price as the foreig
ones, so that the gross value of the rags of Great
Britain imported and produced at home, would, 1n
such a case, amount to 400,000L. From Franct,
Belgium, Holland, Spain, and other continentd!
kingdoms, the exportation of rags is prohibited,
nor can so bulky and low-priced a commodity b
smuggled to advantage.

Of this large sum of rags, which is independent
of what is collected in the United Kingdom, the
Americans are purchasers on an extensive s5calt
The wear of cotton is almost unknown in many
parts of Italy, Germany, and Hungary ; and ak
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though the linen in use is coarse, and, compared
: to the Irish, Scotch, or Dnglish, rudely manu-
' factured, the foreign rags ure generally linen, r-('[l‘llld

le

informant attributed this change to two causes,
depending more upon what he had heard from
experienced street-buyers than upon his own
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therefore are preferred at the paper mills.
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street-buvers in this country, however, make less
distinction than ever, as regards price, between
linen and cotton rags,

The linen rag-buying is still prosecuted exten-
sively by itinerant “ gatherers” in the country, and
in the further neighbourhoods of London, but the
collection is not to the extent it was formerly.
The price is lower, and, owing to the foreign trade,
the demand 1s less urgent; so common, ton, is now
the wear of cotton, and so much smaller that of
linen, that many people will not sell linen rags, but
reserve them for use in case of cuts and wounds,
or for giving to their poor neighbours on any such
emergency. This was done doubtlessly to as
great, or to a greater extent, in the old times, but
linen rags were more plentiful then, for cotton
shirting was not woven to the perfection seen at
presenf, and many good country housewives spun
their own linen sheetings and shirtings,

A street-buyer of the class I have described,
upon presenting himself at any house, offers to buy
rags, broken metal, or glass, and for rags especially
there is often a serious bargaining, and sometimes,
I was told by an itinerant street-seller, who had
been an ear-witness, a little joking not of the most
delicate kind. For coloured rags these men give
3d. a pound, or 1d. for three pounds ; for inferior

knowledge, At one time it was common for a
mistress to allow her maid-servant to “keep a
rag-bag,” in which all refuse linen, &c., was col-
lected for sale for the servant’s behoof ; a privilege
now rarely accorded, The other cause was that
working-people’s wives had less money at their com-
mand now than they had formerly, so that instead
of gathering a good heap for the man who called
on them periodically, they ran to a marine store-
shop and sold them by one, twe, and three penny-
worths at a time. This related to all the things
in the street-buyer’s trade, as well as to rags.
“1’ve known this trade ten years or so,” said
my informant, “I was a costermonger before that,
and I work coster-work now in the summer, and
buy things in the winter. Before Christmas is the
best time for second-hand trade. When I set out
on a country round—and I’ve gone as far as
Guildford and Maidstone, and St. Alban’s—1 lays
in as great a stock of glass and crocks as I can
raise money for, or as my donkey or pony—I’ve
had both, but I’'m working a ass now—can drag
without distressing him. I swops my crocks for
anythink in the second-hand way, and when I ’ve
got through them I buys outright, and so works
my way back to London. I bring back what I’ve
bought in the crates and hampers I’ve had to
pack the erocks in. The first vearas I started I got

=
g:  white rags 1d. a pound, and up to 13d.; for the | hold of a few very tidy rags, coloured things
B:  best, 24. the pound. It is comumon, however, and | mostly, The Jew I sold em to when I got home
k7 even more common, I am assured, among masters | again gave me more than I expected. O, lord no,
82 of the old rag and bottle shops, than among street- | not more than I asked ! He told me, too, that he’d
% buvers, to announce 2d. or 3d., or even as much | buy any more I might have, as they was wanted
asbd., for the Dest rags, but, somehow or other, the | at some town not very far off, where there was a
g ragstaken for sale to those buyers never are of | call for them for patching quilts. I baven’t heard
B! the best. To offer 6d. a pound for rags is ridicu- | of a call for any that way since. I get less and
£:  lous, hut such an offer may be seen at some rag- | less rags every year, I think. Well, I can’t say
£t shops, the figure @, perhaps, crowning a painting | what I got last year ; perhaps about two stone.
®: o a large plum-pudding, as a representation of | No, none of them was woollen. They re things
g what may be a Christmas result, merely from the | as people’s seldom satisfied with the price for, 1s
g E }}lrifty preservation of rags, grease, and dripping. | rags. I’°ve bought muslin window curtains or
i 52 oome of the street-buyers, when working the | frocks as was worn, and good for nothink but rags,
£ B sthubs or the conntry, attach a similar ““illus- | but there always seems such a lot, and they weighs
: gt tmiion” to their barrows or carts. I saw the | so light and comes to so little, that there’s sure
g2 Winter placard of one of these men, which he | to be grumbling. I 've sometimes bought a lot of
1 ¥as reserving for a country excursion as far as | old clothes, by the lump, or I’ve swopped crocks
b Rochester, “when the plum-pudding time was | for them, and among them there ’s frequently been
B vooming.”  In this pictorial advertisement a man | things as the Jew in Petticoat-lane, what I
£l and woman, very flovid and full-faced, were on | sells them to, has put o’ one side as rags. If
é the point of enjoying a huge plum-pudding, the | I'd offered to give rag prices, them as I got 'em

Sads

of would have been offended, and have thought I
wanted fo cheat. When you get a lot a2t oue go,

;uun.ﬂourishing a large knife, and looking very
lospitable.  On a seroll which issued from his

mouth were the words : “ From cur rags! The | and ’specially if it’s for crocks, you must make
rI‘L}bE Prices given by , of London,” | the best of them. This for that, and t'other for
~1¢ woman in like manner exclaimed : “ From | t'other. I stay at the beer-shops and little inns

dripping and house fat !

¥ ——— ——, of London.”
ong‘hls man told me th_at at some times, both in
o '111 i'lnd-coumry, he did not buya poun.d cff rags
Iril‘de“ eel:. He had heard the old hands in the
ot sy, that 20 or 30 years back they could
":fgt ier” (the word generally used for buying) twice
2ud three times as many rags as at present. My

inthecountry. Some of thelandlords looks very shy
at one, if you’re a stranger, acause, if the police
detectives is after anythink, they go as hawkers,
or barrowmen, or semethink that way.” [This
statement as to the police is correct ; but the man
did not know how it came to his knowledge ; he
had “ heard of it,” he believed.] “I’ve very
seldom slept in a common lodging-house, I'd

The ‘best prices given
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rather sleep on ¥ parrow.” [I have before had | most anxious to buy “ metal ;" whc:,reas, in town, | ally very 1;5;}11‘; are of every size, are gene-

occasion 1o remark the aversion of the coster- | they as readily purchase ¢jron.” When the '- mﬂmlfactlz-e ﬁs_ o a]nd present every form of

to sleep in low lodging-houses. street-buyers give merely the worth of any metal - complex ward om the simplest to the most

i plex wards. On my inquiring how such

does 5
e vl 5 i s g s
a Widmr]} P with her every Sunday. She s
v without any young ones. I often o0
o

be disposed of, in order te be re- ]
) a number of keys witho to church. both wi
‘ ut locks came to b y oin with mv dauch .
) e of- | on Sunda : y daughter and by myself,
;y e"en]ngs. - 3

monger C1ass 3 .
These men, almost always, and from the necessi- | bY weight to :
ties of their calling, have rooms of their Owli in melte?, or r(i-wr}{iugh; Hm ?_so:rne 2;311;1;;, :.)Y ﬂ:re : fored for streetsale, I was inf 1
I-Jondoné 50 thgt, 1 presume, they hate to sleep | Imant z-lcttgera, t ()?l 0 01‘1‘) ing ﬂ't e s Smie were often duplicate o ii tn irmed that there | fond of the music and si t does one good. I’m
in public, s the accommodation for repo;e J.l&n %l‘;ct'?.b-.—- ngill;i ; -Pird .,ngeté cilt'}, Df(;, 2rla:n., p and that in sales of hnuspeh‘:ﬁ de feys, to one lock, | can very seldom make Smigm.g too. The sermon I
manyalodgmg-house may very well be called. At | 9¢-» iron, 6 1bs. for G and 1 S, br d. (a cance, there were often urniture, for in- | well if any one ,s‘ anything of, as I can’t hear
any rate the cosiermongers, of all classes of street- smaller qunntlty than ﬁflbs. 13 se()ﬁm‘ 0}"51“); 3 found about the premises m(limbers :0 f odd keys | saying anythink aIglg od way off me when he’s
. . s . ] . M @: c ] . R
gellers, when on thglr country excursions, resort | and 1d. :u.ld. 1 ﬁd' per 19. or lead. { zincisnota : that locks were often s .laél sold ““in a lump ;” | times, but it’s comi uy a little old metal some-
+he least to the lodging-houses. “ T.he last Tound metal which ¢ comes 1M the way” of 'the street- E ing out long before thep}?lfe and unsaleable, wear- | glass-people; ev On;)lng to be all up with street
T had in the country, as far as Reading and Pang- buyer, nor—us One .Of them told Iﬁe {)wth a laugh E on wsual pci' o fon 0 do?} s, g‘w?pence a dozen is | things to the Ta e_r3 dﬂgy seems fo run with their
bourne, 1 ‘;ﬂska“’ag about ﬁ"“fb weeks, Idthlik{ E“ldt mhtrer. Tin is never bought By weight in street-buyer. DBolts are Laelrslo frm]lxeg kegs’” to a The same boc:igyagf -trt;;t]e-s};)ops."
and came back a Detter man by a pound; tha e streets. bED ‘ eely bought by rets aders buy also old ;
el I ‘mean I had 30 sﬁillings’ Wo;th of Tt must be understood that the prices T have ] f’t;‘::lt s‘?gf]‘:i]?; ﬂf,eIholdfasts,bed-keys, a%ld sc;'ei}lse g:z'f?i”g’ a{:d moreen Z"Ed'cm?‘m'ﬂsoailzg fi:ﬁ;g%
. . » ¥ T ¥ . » * . . - -
things to statt with, andwhen 1’d got '!J:}ck, mentioned are those gIVER for pld or broken other amof;“ thé,Pf’O:‘\izs t]"]d: “ which some one or desg‘il;eg; in :;tv the trade in them is sufficiently
and turned my Tags and old metal, and things metal, valueless unless for re-working. When an 2 A little 21d man wh;l }‘T ad"'s a-wanting.” it is carried (31 a,CCO‘;]nt of the buying of rags, for
into money, 1 had 50s. To be sure Jenny (the old metal article 18 still available, or may be : street-buyer, oave I;1e q ad been many years a pound (1d. or 1_1_;;1 : § same way, so much per
ass) and me h‘ﬂred well all the time, and I _bought casily made avallable: for the use for whu‘::n it of Bottles and ?Zass Tﬂ.accoum of his purchases Of Bones I hav or 2d-), or so much for the lot.
2 pair of ha_h-boots ’and a pair of stqckmgs ;}t was (,1’e51gned, the s»reet'-purchase is by *the 4 in his 3'011111;‘}1& 1 .know 1113 ma}r}n ha@ been a soldier | bought by an a‘te already Spokgn. They are
Reading, so it werent S0 bad. Yes, sir, there's piece,” rather than the weight. 3 and downs ;" and oce 1, as he said, “many ups | his round in t{; i reet-collector with a cart, on
han a turn Into the Mhe broken pans, ceuttles, kettles, &c., con- 3 comewhat larc asionally wheels a barrow, | three wn, at a halfpenny a pound, or
: arger and shallower than those usedi ace lzour;dshfor a penny; but it is a trade.
count of the awkward 2 O
/ ness of carriage, li
ge, little

of which I have quoted 3 by masons, from which he vends iron and ti
nd tin

country. 1t does one’s he

turn out so well for profits as it might. Mr. Babbage, in page 8 of the present volume, a3 wares. such b h

My informant, the rag-dealer, belonged fo the | to the conversion of these worn-out vessels into irons :dust- aas ¢ dE_ap .grldlrons, stands for hand- | nected with
best order of costermongers ; one proof of this was | the light and japanned edsings, oT clasps, called # 1hese’ wares 1;13, ripping trays, &c. As he sold | with “ﬁt some bone-grinding-mill, go round
in the evident caré which he had bestowed on ¢ clamps,” OF “clips,” by the trunk-makers, and 4 SECODd—hand’ coe Oﬁe?e_d to 1_”1)’, or swop for, any bufche? orse and cart to the knackers and
Jenny, his donkey. There were 1o loose hairs on | used to protect or strengthen the corners of boxes : slass buying fDI’EIOdltles-, “ As to the bottle o | pot of St to collect bones; but this is a portion
archased sometimes by in the itr:f;tslr,mge said, “it’s dead and buried | These lfo;e:st, but of the mill-owner’s, e
4 in the country too. I’ve | tensively nseda rle)ygiﬂgnggﬁ?;‘um?;} utre’ }\]Vhich e
¢ 188, aVI-I'lg been

her hide, and her harness was clean and whole, and packing-cases, arc D
ihe street-buyers, but fall more proper} under the X
YL, P y ivllféi:nbythhcz Ela}' 1i‘-(flhen I’ve cleared 2. in a | first introd
1ying old - things i ~ arst imtroduced in -<hi . e
g g8 in a country round. | about 30 years ago S-:l(‘);]fzsihrixre ztmd Lo nehire
o nportation of bones is

md 1 observed after a pause to transact business on ]
1 held her head towards | head of what constitutes a portion of the stock-in-
trade of the ctreet-finder. They aré not bought Ho
w long was that ago, do you say, sir? Why | now ve
A 5 3 vELY great ; more than th .
S ree times as much

his round, that the anima
her master to be scratched, and was petted with a
hich the | by weight, but so much for the pan, perhaps so E: perhaps twenty y
£ nty years; yes, more than t .
venty. | as it was 20 y
. 20 years back. The valn :
y . e cf the foreign

nothing 1 likes better T
cerning one of the uses
ca
red for by the regular street-buyers. Men, con-

alth good, if it don’t

it

paikimnfiiive

moutiful of green grass and clover, W : ;
costermonger had 1n a corner of his vehicle. much along with other things; @ halfpenny, a 5 Now, I'd hardly pick i
Poilor's cuttings, which consist of clot}l, satin, | penny, of occasionally two-pence, and often oniy 2 [He called im grig Ct “lP odd glass in the street.” | bonesimported is esti
lining materials, fustian, waistcoatings, silk, &¢c., | 2 farthing, or three pans for a penny. The uses 5 %0, T don't kgowc 'hg ass wares “odd glass.”] | vearly 'I}‘]h : is estimated at upwards of 300,000¢
are among the things which the street-buyers aré for these things which the. street-buyers have more = change, but e what’s brought about such a with hides ebfﬂm brought from South America (alon '
the most anxious to become possessed of on a | especially in view, arenot those mentioned by Mr. B ﬁn}‘thi;lg about ‘Efy thing changes. 1 can’t say The nf ); rom Germany, Holland, and Belgiumg
country round ; for, as il be easily understood Babbage (the trunk clamps), but the conversion  F&  paid any duty o e duty on glass. No, I never | streets o? IIL\mo most care to collect bones in the
Wy those who have read the accounts before given of them into the ‘iron shovels,” or strong dust- B& glass still ceryi:'tiﬁlm%r glass; 1 a“}’t likely. I buy | barter toys fond}(-),n are, old and infirm, and they
of the Old-Clothes Exchange, and of Petticoat | pans sold in the streets. One street artisan supr = onit] should ‘be :Kr ; h_D, but I think if I depended | children i(,m(;.t em with poor children ; for those
and Rose{naiy lz:ines, they are available for many | ports 1}tnmself f;llnd his far;n&ly by ;he making of dust: 8 amain, rather than s?mll?% Ill;g'j:lf in the EFst Injes | put them on orll?zzdg:ﬂ;er bg’;is in fthe streets and
purposes 1n ondon. pans from suc grimy o vessels, ness—d—- . onsarn of a busi- ; OF gel them Irom d
Jgressmaker’s cuttings are also a portion of the As in the result of my inquiry ameng the street- @ hargailil I ialge lbe shouldn’t. The last g]asls ic;r it}:ges%k?. of exchanging them for a p];]\s.?}ll?;es’,
strect-huyer's country traffic, but to no greal ex- sellers of old metal, I am of opinion that the street- B imehouse-wa Ye about two months back, down m',m GF ’h or selling them to any ShOPkee};er a:%«i,
tent, and hardly ever, 1 am told, uniess the street- | buyers also are not generally mixed up with the [ 1 cleared 7(l)’ban.ld about the Commercial-road Tileyt the rag-and-bottle-tradesmen buy b’ones
buyer, which is not often the case, be accompanied receipt of stolen goods. Mhat they may be s0 B what I quUh;;_.._yt, and .then I had to Wheei “ win d‘if;f‘.nm,?st used for this barter are pap or
on his round by his wife. In town, tailor’s cut- | some extent 13 probahle enough ; in the same pIo- 3 mile, Tt ’saa traé was chiefly bottles—about five | have a fle v These. toy-barterers, when they
tings are usually sold to the piece-brokers,'who portion, perhaps, as highly respectablef Ead;srlneré nf’ old glass. T nei:;(]{}l}i:ﬁrvle a cat, the buying | or any othz-sp‘i? ct%p:ﬂl buy boenes of children
ot | N i | D b o T SR | o e b el o
3 a | great obstacle to much being done in this buqir_:s ¢
siness.

call or send men round to the shops
f buying them, and it is | bankrupts, and others. The street-buyers ar

low itinerants, seen regularly by the police acd
traced, and therafore, for one reasoh
In one of my inquiries among the
es and pickpockets in the low lodg-
T heard frequent accounts of theil
street-buyers more largely thanin the country, and | selling the metal goods they stole, to fences:
<o differs from the rag business. The cartiage of | and n one particular instance, to the mistress
old iron bolts and bars 18 exceedingly cumbersome ; of a lodging-house, who had conveniences for thf’

(called * cats and kittens

penny a pound
from' 3 | . I always bought by the piece :
alfpenny to a shilli = y the prece: In th
i shilling ’ e regular way of E—
;’:;;)_ fgr a hottle ; and fﬂfthings (_t::; ;111:]1; 8 lc_mg have described it thefiare ;{]r;?:;’{;lg ing, §uih as I
igher and sometimes ] and_halfpennies, | and the suburb 8 men in London
glasses as was chi tes lower, for wine and other | of s. Some buy only during a porti
chipped or crack of the year and no . . gap rtion
they could be soldli)lg them dl:;i‘e% or Idflmageél, for { of barter) ti,e vear ::ugglhf&?; (except in the way
3;1}?}\', I fancy that’s one thing :md eople’s got proud | costermonger class, some 'f 1 ey are chiefly of the
ing slap. 0, I do mid dlinnﬁ’i s 'must have every- | ever, have been carm ot the street-buyers how-
HOT © il b Xed towed ke old ltine of coy Dot gthel‘, and when I die th:r;a ’nlf’: 133;)0113 thing or | with trades in which te}:gi liefivagts’ or connected
1 than metal be par}-1 19 or :la{ owehqwzq i g, 0 I;le 1{11D of pew e;] pots e e size © ll}rg. the old man.” [This is thejﬁst e enough to | and cart, and so became }? b'ﬂ the care of a horse
clothes or rags. iis makes the street-buyer | by the young thieves, according 10 A nve met with who mad rst street-trader There are still abituated to a street-life,
indifferent as to the collecting of what I heard | the vessels), but 1 never heard them speak of ¥ having provided for hi ade such a statement as to | commerce i still many other ways in which the
ope of them call “country iron.” By “metal” conneetion, or indeed any transactions, with SIEE g eard these men or his interment, though I have [ is suppli ?imz.efuse and the second-hand street-trade
occasionally express repugnance | the pplied. As the windmill-seller for bones, so will
puppet-show man for old bottles or brok
len

shops for the purpose O
the same with the dressmaker’s cuttings.
Old metal, or broken metal, for 1 heard one | easy 10 be
appellation used as frequently as the other, is | cautious.
bought by the same description of traders. This | young thiev
trade, however, i3 prosecuted in town by the | ing-houses,
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they are | by the street-buyers of old

auhstances of iron or lead. Inthe country
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) . : : . gtreet, both in town and : .
The trade espenditure of the strect-buyers it is | Some content th-emseh_'es n_ntl]llb seI;ldmc% h'ar}d Y Y e be found h t}?e Eim:er suburbs, will | wares were carried out into the street, and ranged
pot easy to estimate. Their calling 1s so mixed | bills to the houses 10 _then' neighbourhood, w hich c'tlg o sn}nll a efc andler’s shop, for the | by the door-posts as vell as in front (:f thefl ge
with seiling and bartering, that very probably not | many of the (.:heap printers keep in type, S0 1’{1:11; :& o tht quantlges 0 cheeée, bacon, groceries, | In some small out-houses in the yard w m%fe'
one among them ean tell what he expends in | an alteration 1n the name and addressis all which . bc.;‘ . ller?sPoorh . ollver down may be seen the | of old iron and tin pans, and of the biri piies
Buying, as & Separate branch of his business. If is necessary for any customer. tc?ebe fme rajg ig a 11;; ;J: zz;me street there}:s certain | separate parts of harness ’ oRen oF
YL ] - e ] i -and- marine-store shop, v F : " e .
100 men expend 13s. ench weekly, in the pur .. . ] . Op, Very rom the proprietor of this estab
chase of rags, old metal, &c., and if this trade be T heard that suspicions were e;}]]term}x]ne% t.!:ll:}t' it : zgtj?al;e';‘: (203:‘1:1 not unfrequently another in some | the following account :— stablishment I had
prosecnted for 30 weeks of the year, we find w:.\s to ?nme of these tmde'rs that the .llcl.mes ' JI : ; . 1 . ¢ 've been in the business more th q
22501, so0 expended. The profits of the buyers with which servants could dispose of their pl‘lfer- : was referred to the owner of a marine-store | years. Before that, I wasan aucti ,an a dozen
range from 20 to 10 per cent. ings might be attributed, and that a stray silver | shop,astoa respectable man, keeping a store of the [ a furniture broker's, porter. I w(' ‘°3‘e§"' s and then
OFcTﬂE ¢ Rag-AxD-BorTLE,” AND THE  MARINE- spoon might enhance the weight and price  best class, Here the counter, or table, or whatever | any regular trade but just to ':]sal}}t rought up to
"~ Srore,” S’HOP’S of kitchen-smff. It is mot pertaining 10 my g st be called, for it was somewhat nonde- | a bad trade it is as all 1:rz:1de9.;l thmg _al,)out, and
o s . present subject to enter into the consideration of 5 script, by an ingenious contrivance could be pushed | employ for a ma,n I had is that ain't regular
The principal purchasers of any refuse OF | such a matter; and I might not have alluded to f  out into the street, 50 that in bad weather the | father died—he kept }f Onae g when my
worn-out articles are the proprietors "of the rzig- it, had not I found the regular .strfaet-buyers fond goods which were at oth_e'r times exposed in the | bought a marine.” P[zn Zl?int.lerlsf shop—and I
and-bottleshops, ~ Some Ofd these m;an male of expre sing an opinion of the indifferent honesty t%};eeb could be drawn inside without trouble amo?xg these traders.] I ap 1Cf01 0;111 O}E speech
v equently : . . i ; ' * ve . for
a good .d}fa]‘h Ofb n}-onei}, t}im 1 391"0 uglu: g? ‘.‘“33 of this body of traders ; but my readers may E :glass ﬁiamt:,is of the w;ndo'w were removable, | and 5. for entrance and ggood-will arzde Stocks
'umteh with the ubm?si"u ?t etting for vlea u o have remarked how rea.chly. the street-people have, . ﬂ‘: were placed on one side in the shop, for in | to pay what rents and rates was due. I agreed
for the conve}‘anceho : i ure,Hor ‘? P ‘ES o |on several occasxons,ljusuﬁe_d (as they seem to E ef summer an open casement seemed to be | smallish stock then, for the busi - h b as
excursions, to such places as ampton Lourt. | (hink) their own delinquencies by quoting what g preferred. l'iPhls is one of the remaining old trade | neglected, but I hm;e no reas :ne;s 2d been
customs still seen in London ; 3 S ’, _mo reason to be sorry for
n; for previously to | my bargain, though it might have been bgtter.

The stenck in these shops is positively sickeing. | they declired were as great and_as frequent
Here in a small apartiien: 0 be a pile of 1383 | gelinquencies on the part of shopkeepers: I the great fire in 1666, and the subsequent re- | There’s lots taken in about good-wills, but perh
. -wills, but perhaps

o sack-full of bones, the many varieties of grease | ynow ver 11" said an intelligent street-seller E: building of the city, sh ith
. 3 ) s, y well,” said an intellige e e y, shops with open casements, | not som i ines 1
. confined sort of life,

md < Kiuber i T ments, woul 3| o on Senes but tricks that shopkeepers practise 2 ea\,:_lt‘e;, fhy a sloping wooden roof, were general. | but there’s no help for that, Why,as t
:_ " - y s ’
e house I visited wasan old one,and abounded | of trade, you ’d be surprised, what Si&'e(::f;‘rg;?tys

=]
£ apparently had been large, was removed, and the | regular hands ; but the chance comers. I’ve had

bottles, which exclude the light; while the floor | 4o "¢5 live at all. As long as they give shost
and shelves are thick with grease and dirt. The we,ight and short measure, the streets can’t help
£ space was occupied with 2 mass of old iron of every | men dressed like gentlemen—and no doubt th
was respectable when they was sober—bring tx?t;

jinmates seem unconscious of this foulness,—and | 4oipa the same.” E
one comparatively wealthy man, who showed me | The rag-and-bottle and the marine-stare shops 4 kind ; all this was destined for the furnace of
are in many instances but different names for the i thtf iron-founder, wrought iron being preferred for | or three books, or a ni i :
several of the requirements of that trade. A | thatdon’t show in theircgo(::f;l:s,(;arfgjc(':lgra:g]g:ri
= 2

his horses, the stable being like a drawing-room
compared to his shop, in speaking of the Many | came description of business. The chief distinction :
<hest 7 i
Jp goﬁnﬁ% olf very old dra.we,rs, with defaced | drunk as blazes, ¢ Give me what you can for this;
els—once a grocer’s or a chemist’s | I want it sold for a particular purpose ' That n::i-’

deaths among his children, could mot conjccture appears io be this: the marine-store shopkeepers
—was stoffed, i Very v i e- | ti Yy
ed, in every drawer, with old horse- | ticular purpose was more drink, I should say; and
2

to what cause it could be owing. This inditfer- (proper) do not meddle with what is a very prin-
ence to dirt and stench is the more remarkable, cipal object of traffic with the mg-and—bottle mar, = !
0
horgen?nfl(vgiﬁﬂ]e f?lr ste.el manufacturers), and | I’ve known the same men come back in less thun
y shoes ; brass knobs; glass | a week, and buy what they’d sold me at a little

as many of the shopkeepers have been gentlemen’s | 410 purchase of dripping, as well as of every kind
gervants, and were therefore once accustomed 101 of refyse in the way of fat or grease. MT'he marine-
more miscellaneous in his g stoppers; small bottles (among them a numb
- . er : : .
dows of the rag-and-bottle-shops are often closely | wares than his contemporary of the rag-and-bottle: of the cheap cast *hartshorn bottles”); broken :::;a; aggall)eo%ktlgi;{r sI ihlfdﬂllﬁ by me ?Etllnf: 0, we
] 18 way 0 ife. Yes,
one glaring colour, blue or Ted ; so that the place | gy,iler articles of household furniture, old tea: shoemakers’ and harness-makers’
. 0 i : 3 . an -makers’ awis), punches i : .
may be at once recognised, even by the illiterate, | .aqdies, knife-boxes, fireirons, books, pictures gimlets, plane-irons, hammer heads, &Z’ ;Po dd do: ?;’;‘;fre‘:stil ;lllltéh ﬂ?:ﬁgi fas teapgtst,] andIold hair
4 eds, and then I’'m sure
these men are not exactly street-buyers, they are | pych clocks, cups and saucers, tools and brushes. f:?aitlms’ lfiel)'s, and the smaller sort of locks, espe- | like buying big things like matt b
& .3 . ! ‘ ike mattresses, tho
y padlocks; in fine, any small thing which | purchase em sometimes. Some of these s;%gzslagg

b e

‘\

ST e T et ]

Tty o8 g (AL R
9174 VIR IR TR AT A S

g e
I‘P-'.n‘dr

:
sl

cleanliness and order. The door-posts and Wil- | giore man, too, 18
placarded, and the front of the house issometimes | gi5re, ag the former will purchase any of the pieces of brass and copper ; small t
’ ; ools (such as | poor people run to su
chasme. I’ve known them
¢ 1 4 » i ‘ :
as the “red house,” or the :blue house” If draughts and backgammon boards, bird-cages, minoes, dice, and backgammon-men ; lock escut- | they 're hard up—reduced f L. I
—reduced for a meal. I don’t

\aies
i

street-billers, continually distributing hand-bills, | mhe rag-and-bottle B o will readily pur B

but more especially before Chnstmas.d Th(tla mors chase any of these things to be disposed of a3 E could be stowed away in such a place, as k J i
ans%;crfat]xlc, %}owever, now send round cards, and | (13 netal or waste-paper, but his brother trades thIIl one corner of the shop had been thrown anxigzn ?S ?;w?dat  bargain; others scem only
tl? the following purporéi— N man buys them to be re-sold and re-used forthe @i ¢ evening before, 2 mass of old iron, then jusz some b?t (;'ge rid of the things and have hold of
0. — : o V0" 7 | purposes for which they were originally mant ought, It consisted of a mumber of s o Dol money anyhow. Yes, sir, I've known

THE —— HOUSE IS —— g . . B iffe crews of | their hands tremble to h

factured. When furniture, however, 18 the staple & rent lengths and substance; of broken bars | mostly the women’s Thre;e]l]ve t’ebmoney, and
3 3 . ey haven't been used to

RAG, BOTTLE, AND KITCHER STUFF | of one of these second-hand storehouses, .the .and rails; of the odds and ends of the cogged | it, I know, when that’s the case. Perh b
> . Perhaps they

et »,',_Z:'.l -

WAREHOUSE, . - e arines B wheels of : i

STREET, TOWN, propn;toi is a {?rmtuf'e brﬁkeé', a'lnd _not;ha -mszores b oiddookis mac]-llinery, brol\?n up or worn out ; of | comes to'sell to me what the pawns won’t take i
\Where you can obtain Gold and Silver toany amount. store dealer. % again, the dealer it ese =2 heaped g spikes, and rings, and links; all | and what they wouldn't lik Lot
’ ESTABLISHED . confine his business to the purchase of old metals,  E hPe together and scarcely distinguishable. | any of th y th n't like to be seen selling to
THE HIGHEST PRICE GIVEN for instance, he i3 classed as an old metal dealer, & o EST things had all to be assorted 'csome t(; thgstr te men that goes about buying things in

For all the qndermentioned articles, viz:— collecting it or buying it of collectors, for sale 10 he Eolg for re-use in their then form H th,e others to “ Wiler. I ’ve bough .

‘}gﬁtﬁh%?ldsfl‘%rlngleces Olt‘trc‘g?err Brass, Pew- | jron-founders, coppersmiths, brassi-foundgrs, an i othso p that they might be melted and cast into | auction }t’h ve ?ug t‘ e\'efythmk; at sales by
X ine & Beer Bottles Lead, Iron, Zinc, Steel, plumbers, In perhaps the majority of instances of Er orms, The floor was intricate with hampers ent thi ere’s often ‘lots’ made up of differ-
Eau de Cologne, Soda &e., &e. . there is little or no distinction between the estd d I_Ottles; heaps of old boots and shoes; Pold b fmgs’ and they goes for very fide. 1
White Linen Rags 0ld Books, Waste Paper, is common to both, but most common to the marme . i:, and without frames; waste-paper, the most seﬁ o ';]m ; f&at supply such shops as mne. 1
B%},‘ﬁ't%*};ilssx & Broken Aldlmkin 4s of Coloured store dealer, and of it 1 shall speak afterwards. torn of quarto, and some larger sized: soiled or | an .biedt‘r.u’f an Il sell to hawkers, I sell to
Rags These shops are exceedingly numerous. Per- fron, :';nd Sgnng closely together in weights of bu)r a }’,i -0{{ gentiemen 1l come 1nto my shop to
The utmost value given for all kinds of Wearing haps in the poorer and smaller streets t;hey are Witﬁ 4to T lbs,; and a fire-proof safe, stuffed Y) ‘F },tug that’s tﬂ_ok th_eu: fancy in passing.
Furmture and Lumber gfpg“}gf;' description bought, and more Tumerous even than the chandlers or the aonds °1f1 fringes, tassels, and other ul;holsterv ofes’o Wi) 'Dug};)t Olc}l oil paintings. I ’ve heard
| beer-sellers’ places. At the corner of a &0 » Worn and discoloured. The miscell y some being bons it by people in my way as

cellaneous | have turned out stunners, and was sold for a

full value given at his Miscellaneous ¥arehouse.
Articles sent for.
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hundred pounds oT 1Ore, and cost, perhaps, half-
a-crown oT only & shilling. T never expenenced
<uch a thing myself. There’sa good deal of gammon
about it. Well, it’s hardly possible £0 say anything
about a scale of prices. 1 give 2d. for an old tin
or metal teapof, oF an old saucepan, and some-
times, two days after I’ve bought such a thing,
I've sold it for 3d. to the man or Woman I've
bought itof. I sell cheaper to them than to any-
body else, because they come to me in two ways—
both as sellers and buyers. For pictures I've given
from 3d. to 1s. I fancy they 're among the last
things some sorts of poor people, which is a bit
fanciful, parts with. I°'ve bought them of
hawkers, but often I refuse them, as they 've given
more than I could get. Fictures requires a judge.
Some brbught to me was published by newspapers
and them sort of people. Waste-paper 1 buy as
it comes. 1 can't read very much, and don’t un-
‘derstand about books. 1 take the backs off and
weighs them, and gives 1d., and 1id., and 2d.
a pound, and there 's an end. 1 sell them at
about 4d. a pound profit, or sometimes less, to men
as we calls ‘waste’ mmen. It’s a poor part of
our business, but the books and paper takes up
Yittle room, and then it’s clean and can be stowed
anywhere, and is a sure sale. Well, the people
as gells ¢ waste’ to me is not such as can read, I
think; I don’t know what they is; perbaps they ‘re
such as obtains possession of the books and what-
not after the death of old folks, and gets them
out of the way as quick as they can. I know
nothink about what they are. Last week, a man
in black—he didn't seem rich—came into my
shop and looked at some old books, and said  Have
you any black lead? He didn’t speak plain, and
T conld hardly catch him. 1 said, ¢ No, sir, 1 don’t
cell black lead, but you’ll get it at No. 27, but
he answered, ¢ Not black lead, but black letter,
speaking very pointed. I said, ¢ No, and I
‘haven’t a notion what he meant.
¢ Metal (copper) that I give 5d. or 5id. for,
T can sell to the merchants from 61d. to 8d. the
pound. It’s mo great trade, for they’ll often
throw things out of the lot and say they 're not
metal. Sometimes, it would bardly be a farthing
‘in a shilling, if it war'n’t for the draught in the
scales. When we buys metal, we don’t notice the
quarters of the pounds; all under a quarter goes
for nothink, When we buys iron, all under half
pounds counts nothink. So when we buys by the
pound, and sells by the hundredweight, there’s a
Tittle help from this, which we calls the draught.
« (lass bottles of all qualities I buys at three
for a halfpenny, and sometimes four, up to 2d. a-
piece for ‘good stouts ' (bottled-porter vessels), but
very seldom indeed 94., unless it's something very
prime and big like the old quarts (quart bottles). 1
seldom meddles with decanters. It’s very few
decanters as is offered to me, either little or big,
and I’m shy of them when they are. There’s
such a change in glass, Them as buys in the
streets brings me next to nothing mow to buy;
they both brought and bought a lot ten year back
and later. I never was in the street-trade in
second-hand, but it’s not what it was. I sell in

the streets, when I put things cutside, and know
all about the trade.

« Tt ain't a fortnight back since a smart female
servant, in slap-up black, sold me a basket-full of
doctor’s bottles. I knew her master, and e hadn's
been buried a week before ghe come to me, and
she said, missusis glad to get rid of them, for they
makes her cry.’ They often say their missusses
sends things, and that they re 1ot Oon NO acconnt
to take less than so much. That’s true at times,
apd at times it ain’t. I gives from 1id. to 8d.a
dozen for good mew bottles. I’m sure I can’t
say what I give for other odds and ends; justas
they 're good, bad, or indifferent. Tt’s a queer trade,
Well, I pay my way, but 1 don’t know what I clear
a week—about 20, L dare say, but then there’s
rent, rates, and taxes to pay, and other expenses.”

The Dolly system Is peculiar to the rag-
and-bottle man, as well as to the marine-store
dealer. The name is derived from the black
wooden doll, in white apparel, which generaliy
hangs dangling over the door of the marine-store
shops, or of the rag-and-bottles,” but more fre-
quently the jast-mentioned.  This type of the
business is sometimes swung above their doors by
those who are not dolly-shop keepers. The dolly-
shops are essentially pawn-shops, and pawn-shops
for the very poorest, There are many articles
which the regular pawnbrokers decline to accept
as pledges. Among these things are blankets, rugs,
clocks, flock-beds, common pictures, translated”
boots, mended trowsers, kettles, sauncepans, tray
&c. Such things are usually styled ““lumber.” A
poor person driven to the mecessity of raising a
few pence, and unwilling to part finally with his
lumber, goes to the dolly-man, and for the merest
trifle advanced, deposits one or other of the articies
I have mentioned, or something similar. For an
advance of 2d. or 3d., a halfpenny a week 13
charged, but the charge is the same if the pledze
be redeemed next day. If the interest be paid a3
the week's end,another 1d.1s occasionally advanced,
and o extra charge exacted for interest. If the
interest be not paid at the week or fortnight's end,
the article is forfeited, and is sold at a large profit
by the dolly-shop man. For 4d. or 6d. advanced,
the weekly interest is 1d.; for 9d. it is 14d;
for 1s. it is 2d., and 2d. on each ls. up to 98,
beyond which sum the “dolly” will rarely go; i
fact, he will rarely advance as much, Two pout
Irish flower girls, whom I saw in the course of My
inquiry into that part of street-traffic, had in the
winter very often to pledge the rug under which
they slept at a dolly-shop in the morning for 64
in order to provide themselves with stock-mone¥
to buy forced violets, and had to redeem it on
their Teturn in the evening, when they could, foz
7d. Thus 6d. a week was sometimes paid for
daily advance of that sum. Some of these “allice
pawnbrokers even give tickets.

This incidental mention of what js really ap
ijmmense trade, as regards the number of pledges:
is all that is necessary under the present head 0
inquiry, but I purpose entering into this branch
of the subject fully and minutely when I come to
treat of the class of “ distributors.”
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The frequitics to which the poor are subject are
positi\'ely Thonstrons. A halfpenny a day interest
on 2 loan of 2d. is ot the rate of 7280 per conl.
per anRui !

Op =it BUYERS OF Kircnex-SturF, GREASE,
' AXD DRIPPING.

Tris body of traders cannot be classed as streei-
buyers, 8o that only a brief account is here neces-
sary. The buyers are not now chance people,
stinerant on any round, as at one period they
were toa great extent, but they are the proprietors
of the rag and bottle and marine-store shops, or
those they employ.

In this business there has been a considerable

change.  Until of late years women, often wear-
ing suspiciously large cloaks and carrying haskets,
ventured into perhaps every area in London, and
asked for the cook at every house where they
thought a cook might be kept, and this often at
early morning. If the well-cloaked woman was
known, business could be transacted without
delay : if she were a stranger, she recommended
herzelf by offering very liberal terms for ¢ kitchen-
stuff” The cook’s, or kitchen-maid’s, or servant-
otall-work's ¢ perquisites,” were then generally
disposed of to these collectors, some of whom were
charwomen in the houses they resorted to for the
purchase of the Xitchen-stuff, They were often
satisfied to purchase the dripping, &ec., by the
Jump, estimating the weight and the value by the
eve. In this traffic was frequently mixed up a
good deal of pilfering, direetly or indirectly. Silver
spoons were thus disposed of. Candles, purposely
broken and erushed, were often part of the grease;
in the dripping, butter occasionally added to the
weight ; in the “stock” (the remains of meat
boiled down for the making of soup) were some-
?imes portions of excellent meat fresh from the
joints which had been carved at table; and among
the broken bread, might be frequently seen small
loaves, unbroken.
_ There is no doubt that this mode of traffic by
itinerant charwomen, &c., is still carried onm, but
to a much smalier extent than formerly. The
c00k.’5 perquisites are in many cases sold under
the inspection of the mistress, according to agree-
ment; or taken to the shop by the cook or some
fellow-servant ; or else sent for by the shopkeeper.
This is done to check the confidential, direct, and
immediate trade-intercourse between merely iwo
mdxvidu_als, the buyer and seller, by making the
transaction more open and regular. I did not hear
of any persons who merely purchase the kitchen-
stuff, as street-buyers, and seil it at once to the
tallow-melter or the soap-boiler ; it appears all to
find its way fo the shops I have described, even
when bought by charwomen ; while the shop-
keepers send for it or receive it in the way 1
have stated, so that there is but little of street
traffic in the matter.

One of these shopkeepers told me that in this
trading, as far as his own opinion went, there was
as much trickery as ever, and that many gentle-
fullg quietly made up their minds to subwit to it,
vwhile others, he said, “ kept the house in hot

water ” by resisting it. I found, however, the
general opinion to be, that when servants could
only cispose of these things to known people, the
responsibility of the buyer as well as the seller
was increased, and acted as a preventive check.

The price for kitchen-stuff is 1d. and 1id. the
pound ; for dripping—used by the poor as a sub-
stitute for butter—3}d. to 5d.

Or toe STREET-BUYERS OF HARE AND
RAEBBIT SKINS.

TresE buyers are for the most part poor, old, ot
infirm people, and I am informed that the majority
have been in some street business, and often as
buyers, all their lives. Besides having derived
this information from well-informed persons, I may
point out that this is but a reasonable view of the
case. If a mechanic, a labourer, or & gentleman’s
servant, resorts to the streefs for his bread, or
because he is of a vagrant “turn,” he does not
become a buyer, but a seller. Street-selling is the
easier process. 1t is easy for a man to ascer
tain that oysters, for example, are sold wholesale
at Billingsgate, and if he buy a bushel (as in
the present summer) for Js., it is not difliculs
to find out how many he can afford for “a penny
alot” But the street-buyer must not only know
what to giwe, for hare-skins for instance, but what
he can depend upon getting from the hat-manu-
facturers, or hat-furriers, and upon having a regular
market. Thus a double street-trade knowledge 1s
necessary, and a novice will not care to meddle
with any form of open-air traffic but the simplest.
Neither is street-buying (old clothes excepted)
generally cared for by adults who have health and
strength. '

In the course of a former inquiry I received an
account of hareskin-buying from a woman, upwards
of fifty, who had been in the trade, she told me,
from childhood, “as was her mother before her.”
The husband, who was Jame, and older than his
wife, had been all Lis life a field-catcher of birds,
and a street-seller of hearth-stones. They had
been married 31 years, and resided in a garres
of a house, in a street off Drury-lane—a small
room, with a close smell about it. The room was
not unfurnished—it was, in fact, erowded. There
were bird-cages, with and without birds, over what
was once a bed ; for the bed, just prior to my visit,
had been sold to pay the rent, and a month’s rent
was again in arrear ; and there were bird-cages on
the wall by the door, and bird-cages over the
mantelshelf. There was furniture, tod, and
crockery ; and a vile oil painting of *still life ;”
but an eye used to the furniture in the rooms of
the poor could at once perceive that there was not
one article which could be sold to a broker or
marine-store dealer, or pledged at 2 pawn-shop.
T was told the man and woman both drank hard.
The woman said :—

« T *ve sold" hareskins all
born in London ; but when hareskins isn’t in,
I sells flowers. 1 goes about now (in November)
for my skins every day, wet or dry, and all day
long—that is, till it’s dark. To-day I’ve not

my life, sir, and was

laid out a penny, but then it’s been such a day
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for rain. I reckon that if .1 gets hold of eighteen
here and rabbit skins in a day, that is my greatest
day’s work, I gives 2d. for good hares, what’s
not rindled much, and sells them all for 21d. Islls
what I pick up, by the twelve or the twenty. if
I ean afford to keep them by me till that num-
ber ’s gathered, to a Jew. I don’t know what is
done with them. I can’t tell yon just what use
they ‘re for—something about hats.” [The Jew
was no doubt a hat-furrier, or supplying a hat-
farrier.] ¢ Jews gives us better prices than
Christians, and buys readier; so I find. Last
week I sold all I bought for 8s. 64. 1 take
some weeks as much as Ss for what I pick
up, and if I could get that every week I should
think myself a lady. The profit left me a clear
halfcrown. There's no difference in any per-
ticler year—only that things gets worse. The
game laws, as far as I knows, hasn’t made no
difference in my trade. Indeed, I can't say I
knows anything about game laws at all, or hears
anything consarning ‘em. I goes along the squares
and streets. I buys most at gentlemen’s honses.
We never calls at hotels, The servants, and the
wwomen that chars, and washes, and jobs, manages
it there. Hareskins is in—leastways I Clects
them—from September to the end of March,
when hares, they says, goes mad. I can’t say
what I makes one week with another—perhaps
9s. 6d. may be cleared every week.”

These buyvers go regular rounds, carrying the
ckins in their hands, and crying, * Any hare-
skins, cook? Hareskins.” It is for the most
part a winter trade; but some collect the skins
all the year round, as the hares are now vended
the year through; but by far the most are
gathered in the winter. Grouse may not be
killed excepting from the 12th, and black-game
from the 20th of August to the 10th of De-
cember ; partridges from the 1st of September to
the 1st of February; while the pheasant suffers
a shorter season of slanghter, from the Ist of
October to the 1st of February; but there is no
time restriction as to the killing of hares or of
rabbits, though custom causes a cessation for a
few months.

A lame man, apparently between 50 and 60,
with a knowing look, gave me the following ac-
count. When I saw him he was carrying a few
tins, chiefly small dripping-pans, under his arm,
which he offered for sale as he went his round
collecting hare and rabbit-skins, of which he carried
but one. He had been in the streets all his life,
as his mother—he never knew any father—was a
rag-gatherer, and at the same time a street-seller
of the old brimstone matches and papers of pins.
My informant assisted his mother to make and
then to sell the matches. On her last illness she
was received into St. Giles's workhouse, her son
supporting himself out of it; she had been dead
many vears. He could not read. and had never
been in a church or chapel in his life.  ““He had
been married.” he said, ¢ for about a dozen years,
and had a very good wife, who was also a street-
trader until her death; but we didn’t go to church

my question, ¢ for we really couldn’t afford to pay
the parson, and so we took one another’s words.
If it’s so good to go to church for heing mar-
ried, it oughtn’t to cest a poor man nothing ; he
shouldn't be charged for being good. 1 doesn’t
do any business in town, but has my regular
rounds. This is my Kentish and Camden-town
day. I buys most from the servants at the bet-
termost houses, and I'd rather buy of them than
the missusses, for some missusses sells their own
skins, and they often want a deal for 'em.  Why,
just arter last Christmas, a young lady in that
there house (pointing to it), after ordering me
round to the back-door, came to me with two
hareskins. They certainly was fine skins—werry
fine. I said I'd give 4id. ¢ Come now, my
good man,’ says she,” and the man mimicked her
voice, *¢let me have no nonsense. 1 ean’t be
deceived any longer, either by you or my ser-
vants } so give me 8d., and go about your busi-
ness” Well, I went about my business; anda
woman called to buy them, and offered 4d. for
the two, and the lady was so wild, the servani
told me arter; howsomever she only got 4. at last.
She’s a regular screw, but a fine-dressed one. I

don't know that there’s been any change in my
business since hares was sold in the shops. If
there’s more skins to sell, there’s more poor
people to buy. T never tasted hares’ flesh in my

life, though I’ve gathered so many of their skins,

I’ve smelt it when they’ve been roasting them

where I’ve called, but don’t think I could eat

any. I live on bread and butter and tea, or

milk sometimes in hot weather, and get a bite of

‘fried fish or anything when I'm out, and a drop

of beer and a smoke when I get home; if I can

afford it. I don't smoke in my own place, I uses

a beer-shop. I pay ls. 6d.a week for a small

room ; I want little but a bed in it, and have my

own. I owe three weeks’ rent now; but I do

best both with tins and hareskins in the cold

weather. Monday’s my best day. O, as to rab-

bitskins, I do werry little in them. Them as

sells them gets the skins, Still there és a few to

be picked up; such as them as has been sent

as presents from the country. Good rabbit-skins

is about the same price as hares, or perhaps

a halfpenny lower, take them all through. I

generally clears 6d. a dozen on ny hare and

rabbit-skins, and sometimes Sd. Yes, 1 should

say that for about eight months I gathers four

dozen every week, often five dozen. I suppose I

make Bs. or 6s. a week all the year, with one

thing or other, and a lame man can’t do wonders.

I never begged in my lfe, but I've twice had

help from the parish, and that only when I was

very bad (ill), 'O, I suppose I shall end in the

great house.”

There are, as closely as I can ascertain, at

least 50 persons buying skins in the street; and

calculating that each collects 50 skins weekly for

32 weeks of the year, we find 80,000 to be the

total. Mhis is a reasonable computation, for there

ave upwards of 102,000 hares consigred yeatly

to Newgate and Leadenhall markets; while the

or anywhere to be married,” he teld me, in reply to

rahbits sold yearlyin London amount to about
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1000,000; but, as 1 have shown, very few of
1‘;1eir <kins are disposed of to street-buyers.

O TI'G QrrEET-BUYERS OF WASTE (PAPER).

Besoxp all others the street-m}rchase of waste
aper is the most curious of any in the hands of
ihe class [ now treat of. Some may have formed
the notion that waste paper 18 merely that which
is soiled or torm, of old numbers of newspapers, or
other periodical publications; but this is merely a
ortion of the trade, as the subsequent account
will show. ]

The men engaged in this business bhave not
unfrequently an apartment, oT a large closet, or
recess, fur the reception of their purchases of paper.
They collect their paper street by street, calling
upon every publisher, coffee-shop .keeper, printer,
or publican (but rarely on a publican), who may
be a seller of ©* waste.” 1 heard the refuse paper
called nothing but “ waste » after the general
elliptical fashion. Attorneys’ offices are often
visited by these buyers, as are the offices of public
men, such as tax or rate collectors, generally.

One man told me that until about ten years
ago, and while he was 2 youth, he was ew-
ployed by a relation in the trade to cairy out
waste paper sold to, or ordered by cheesemongers,
&., but that he never w collected,” or hought
paper himself, At last he thought he would
start on his own account, and the first person he
called upon, he said, was a rich landlady, not far
from Hungerford-market, whom he saw sometimes
at her bar, and who was always very civil, He
took an opportunity to ask her if she  happened
to have any waste in the house, or would have
any in a week or s0 3" Seeing the landlady look
surprised and not very well pleased at what cer-
tainly appeared an impertinent inquiry, he has-
tened to explain that he meant old newspapers, or
anything that way, which he would be glad to
buy at so much a pound. The landlady however
took in but one daily and one weekly paper (both
gent into the country when a day or 80 old), and
having had no dealings with men of my inform-
ant’s avocation, conld not, understand his ¢bject 1n
putting such guestions.

Every kind of paper is purchased by the
“wastemen.” One of these dealers said to me
“I’ve often in my time *cleared out’ a Jawyer's
office. I’ve bought old briefs, and other law

. papers, and ¢ forms’ that weren't the regular forms
then, and any d———d thing they had in my line.
You 'll excuse me, sir, but 1 couldn't help thinking
what a Jot of misery was caused, perhaps, by the
ewts, of waste I 've baught at such places. If my
father hadn’s got mixed up with law he wouldn’t
have been ruined, and his children wouldn't have
had such a hard fight of it; so I hate law. All
that happened when I was a child, and I never
understond the rights or the wrongs of it, and
don’t like to think of people that’s so foolish. I
gave 1. a pound for all I bought at the lawyers,
and done pretty well with it, but very likely
that’s the only good turn such paper ever did
any one—uuless it were the lawyers themselves.”

to the tradesmen I have mentioned.  They boy
of any one, and sometimes act as middlemen or
brokers, For instance, many small stationers and
newsvendors, sometimes tobacconists in no exten-
sive way of trade, sometimes chandlers, announce
by a bill in their windows, ¢ Waste Paper Bought
and Sold in any Quantity,” while more frequently
perhaps the trade is carried on, as an understood
part of these small shopmen’s business, without
any announcement. Thus the shop-buyers have
much miscellaneous waste bronght to them, and
perhaps for only some partieular kind have they a
demand by their retal customers. The regular
itinerant waste dealer then calls and “ clears out
everything” the © everything” being not an un-
meaning word. One man, who “did largely in
waste,” at my request endeavoured to enumerate
all the kinds of paper he had purchased as waste,
and the packages of paper he showed me, ready
for delivery to his customers on the followirg day,
confirmed all he said as he opened them and
showed me of what they were composed. He had
dealt, he said—and he took great pains and great
interest in the inquiry, as one Very curious, and
was a respectable and intelligent man—in “books
on every subjeet” [1 give his own words] “on }thch
a book can be written.” After a little considera-
tion he added : * Well, perhaps every subject is a
wide range ; but if there are any exceptions, it’s
on subjects not known to 2 busy man like me,
‘who is occupied from morning till night every
week day. The only worldly labour I do on a
Sunday is to take my family’s dinner to the bake?-
house, bring it home after chapel, and read Lloyds
Weekly. 1°ve had Bibles—the backs are taken off
in the waste trade, or it wouldn’t be fair weight—
Testaments,Prnyer-hooks,(}'ompanions to the Altar,
and Sermons and religious works., Yes, L've
had the Roman Catholic books, as is used in their
public worship—at least so I suppose, for I never
‘was in 2 Roman Catholic chapel. Well, it s hard
to say about proportions, but in my opinion, as
far as it’s good for anything, I’ve not had them
in anything like the proportion that 'I ‘ve had
Prayer-books, and Watts' and Wesley's hymns,
More shame; but you see, sir, perhaps a godly
old man dies, and those that follow him care nothing
for hymn-books, and so they come to such as me,
for they ’re so cheap now they 're not to be sold
second-hand at all, 1 fancy. I’ve dealt in tragedies
and comedies, old and new, cut and uncu't-—they re
best uncut, for you can make them into sheets
then—and farces, and books of the opera. 1've
had scientific and medical works of every possible
kind, and histories, and travels, and lives, and
memoirs, 1 needn’t go through them-—every-
thing, from & needle to an anchor, as the saymg
is. Poetry, ay, many a hundred weight ; Latin
and Greek (sometimes), and ]}'rench_. and ntl.ler
foreign languages. Well now, sir, as you mention
it, I think I never did have a Hebrew work; 1
think not, and I know the Hebrew letters when I
see them. Black letter, pot once in a couple of
vears ; Do, nor m three.or.four years, when I
think of it. I have met with it, but I always take

The waste-deulers do not confine their purchases

anvthing I've got that way to Mr. , the
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bookseller, who uses o poor man well. Don't vou
think, sir, I'm complaining o poverty ; though
I have been very poor, when I was recovering
from cholera at the first break-out of it, and I ‘m
anything but rich now. Pamphlets I've had by
the ton, in my time; I think we should both be
sired if I could go through all they were abont.
Fery many were religious, more’s the pity. I’ve
heard of a page round a quarter of cheese, though,
touching a man’s heart.”

Tn corroboration of my informant's statement, I
may mention that in the course of my inquiry into
ihe condition of the fancy cabinet-makers of the
metropolis, one elderly and very intelligent man,
4 first.rate artisan in skill, told me he had been so
reduced in the world by the underselling of slop-
masters (called “butchers” or ¢ slaughterers,” by
the workmen in the trade), that though in his
vouth he could take in the News and Ezaminer
papers (each he believed 9d. at that time, but was
not certain), he could afford, and enjoyed, no read-
irg when I saw him last autumn, beyond the
book.leaves in which he received his quarter of
cheese, his small piece of bacon or fresh meat, or
his saveloys ; and his wife schemed to go to the
shops who ““wrapped up their things from books,”
in order that he might have something to read
after his day’s work.

My informant went on with his specification :
« Missionary papers of all kinds. Parliamentary
papers, but not so often mew ones, very largely..
Railway prospectuses, with plans to some of them,
nice engravings; and the same with other joint-
stock companies. Children’s copy-hooks, and
cvphering-books. Old account-books of every kind.
A good many years ago, I had some that must
have belonged to a West End perfumer, there was
such French items for Lady this, or the Honour-
able Captain that. I remember there was an
Hon. Capt. G., and almost at every second page
was €100 tooth-picks, 3s. 64 I think it was
5s. 6d.; in arranging this sort of waste one now
and then gives a glance to it. Dictionaries of every
sort, 1’ve had, but not so commonly. Music
books, lots of them. Manuscripts, but only if
they 're rather old; well, 20 or 30 years or so:
I call that old. Letters on every possible subject,
but not, in my experience, any very modern ones,
An old man dies, you see, and his papers are sold
off, letters and all; that’s the way; get rid of
21l the old rubbish, as soon as the old boy’s
pointing his toes to the sky. What's old letters
worth, when the writers are dead and baried ?
why, perhaps 13d. a pound, and it’s a rattling
big letter that will weigh half-an-ounce. 0,it’s
a queer trade, but there ’s many worse.”

The letters which I saw in another waste-
dealer's possession were 45 in number, a small
collection, I was told ; for the most part they were
very dull and common-place.  Among them,
however, was the following, in an elegant, and
1 presume a female hand, but not in the modern
fashionable style of handwriting. ~ The letter
js evidently old, the address is of West-end
gentility, but I leave out name and other parti-
calarities :—
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her compliments to Mr. — and being commissions; hem to a waste dealer ; he knew better. He | size In a very Dnie space © - . 2Tl

to communicate with 2 gentleman of the yng, feceniis - § ) ir. to a tradesman in a large respect- | however, like all stieet or popular terms or parases,

arrived at Charing-cross, and presumed by description  J§ took them, §IT, 10 & ¢ h tc areat | has become very generally condensed among those

to be himself, in a matter of delicacy and confidence,in. B able way over the water—a man t, ab USES g ‘ ﬁ ad hev ow snush-

dispensably verbal; begs to say, that if interested inthe waste—and sold them at just what was | who carry on the trade—they are TOW <

§ 1ots of . : . . 2
3 ﬂided to him: I suppose mo questions asked. | falers, a word which, to any one who has not

The thief was iried and convicted, but nothing'; !mard the term in fulli js as meaningless as any
s done to the buyer.” in the vocabulary of slang. _ - ,

“‘it ust not be supposed that the waste-paper The mushroom-fakers will repair an}-u{nbrelm
sed 11)“* the London tradesmen costs no more than | on the owper’s premises, and their work is ofEen
111::7200031 in a year. A large quantity 1s bought | done adroitly, I am informed, zg‘d as 2’:’;311
d?;ect b-y butchers and others from poor Persons bunglingly, o, lfl;i the t];'atéoe ‘f.ernz, tﬁ:i&f;oo};«:ﬁ
going to them with a small quantity of their | far there is no traffic in the business, shroon

. . e <inolv performi : - ndicr:
Jating, or with such things as copy- | faker simply performing & piece of handicraft, and

ecclaireissement and necessary to the same, she may Lo
found in attendance, any afternoon of the current woek,
from 3 to G o'clock, and no other hours. ’
¢« street, —— squUare.
s¢ Monday Morn. for the aftn,, at home.”

Among the books destined to a butcher, I
found three perfect numbers of a sixpenuy perie-
dical, published a few years back. Three, or
rather two and a half, numbers of a shilling
periodical, with * coloured engravings of the

fashions.” Two (imperfect) volumes of French [ own accumi heing paid for the job. But there is another class
o Aal? 1('3:{%:1[181]11't ,eQitio%lgn\z:imongL he Fp]ays E of street-folk who buy the gld umbrell?ls 1;1 Peiti-
were Athalic, Iphigéuie, Fhedre Les bie | cont-lane, or of the street buyer or COLECLOL, and
Ennemis, Alexandre, Andromaque, Les Phi F OF THE STREET-BUYELRS OF UMERELLAS : sometixiles,” e e these men said fo me,
ileurls, a?ld Es}her. 1? musiczn Eh’?et,Ahi‘aded «y E AXD PARASOLS. ¢ we are our OWN buyers En-a rc.)und.’]’: They men&i
mely g O ave been ew pigs | i sols | th brellas—some of their wives, 1 am assured.
; . ‘ e mbrellas and parasols | the umbretias , :
of what seems to have been a book of tales: § Tup street-traders in old u nd pe e, or them

0 8 A » . - are numerous, but the buying is but one part, and | being adepts as well as therilse ng of i
pa?n?}l:f; i%:;;l Slfiltlzdl;f‘;l)ﬂ A1(13 fhe?ages 3;-1 th& B the least skill’ed part, of the business. B;Ifzn,.soj'ffe for sale on t;ne approaches to the bridges, and at
: s 4 : 3¢ coms itute , some swarthy-lookimng, like | the corners of streets. ] o ot
about twopennyworth to the butcher. Notwith agabond aspect, may be The street umbrella trade 1s rea’lljJf curlous.b 1?»
:;E;I;?;,ni tél:riz.zgletly ]f efarst’lmi{gii i;tilra‘fhlﬁgrg? cen in all quarters of the town and suburbs, | s0 very mz}ny 3:21;1583&:;\ t:ret ;{:i‘; : ofagﬁ'lel;?inr:cé
that ‘“ waste nev:ar was so scarce”’ as at q. >k aurying a few ragged-lnokmg umbre_llaS, or the byamafl > asf e Id i 1;1 5 d!3 in the streets
: ¢ ? present; W cicorribs of umbrellas, under their arms, and | but now they are seld m 1 ouaan; 2 streets,
it was hardly to be had at all. ¥ ovino © Umbrellas to mend,” or ¢ Any old um- | and in the second-hand s?ops of ;Llonmoudf 1-fde§é
O{inh: purchas}s}ers of the wgst;e—paper i;iomhthe B brellas to sell?”  The traffickers in umbrellas are | and such places. Olne Oidﬂ%es: Stgsi’z;ﬁ:ﬂﬂe} :gr*
I g . \ I
ot e e B angesdli, [ L2 e cwckanen, who 20t oo gla to b | 1t e g Bim to proceed, old silk
sweet-s’alff-;ellers tobacconists chandltizrs—an.ci win them in barter, and who merely dl.ng?:eq W ’lbc llm"cin the ctrect for wentlemen to protect
indeed all who se,ll provisions o;' guch luxuries a3 tiemat the Old Clothes Exchange, or 3n et :ﬁlénf:elizs from tl;e rays of the sun.
I hav i i i ‘hole- ; . hrellas is in a great degree
Fhs e 2 St e | Bt i e Yoo 7 0,0 0 B L o of i L

i . . s ‘ pellation of an appropriateness not uncommon in | mixed up with 1ha I,h e ted it is
waste again to the}r customers, who pay more for cireet lapzuace. They are ushioom-fakers. | soon to treat; but from what 1 a\eLs ated it 1s
it by such a medium of pu::ehase, but they.h.ave The form of the expanded umbrella resembles | evident that the umb_rella trade 1s most cmilnec;ec{
it thlis on credif. Any :eta]l trader in provisions tiat of a mushroom, and it has the further charac- | with stree.t-ar.tlsanshlp, and under that hea
22\'211 cx':? ;l:rﬁin:aybh:’ﬂ;r; ia(Eilzeﬁu{;ﬁe:; teristic of heing rapidly or suddenly raised, the ; shall describe 1t.
varies from 14d. to 3id. the pound, but it isvery [
rarely either so low or so high. The average prict
may be taken at 18s. the cwt., which is not quite
9d. a pound, and at this rate I learn from the
best-informed parties there are twelve tons sold
weekly, or 1624 tons yearly (1,397,760 1b3.), at
the cost of 11,232]. One man in the trade was
confident the value of the waste paper sold could
not be less than 12,000¢. in a year.

There are about 60 men in this trade, nearly
50 of whom live entirely, as it was described 10
me, “ by their waste,” and bring up their families
upon it. The others unite some other avocation
with it. The earnings of the regular collectors
vary from 155, weekly to 35s. accordingly as they
meet with a supply on favourable terms, of, as they
call it, “a good pull in a lot of waste.” They
usually reside in a private room with a vecess, of
a second room, in which they sort, pack, and kecp
their paper.

One of these traders told me that he wal
satisfied that stolen paper seldom found its W&Y,
directly, into the collectors’ hands, ¢ particularly
publisher’s paper,” he added. ¢ Why, not long
since there was a lot of sheets stolen from Alder

tolerably well-dressed
cipsies, and some witha v
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: OF TEE STREET-JEWS.
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ALTHEOTGH my present inquiry relates to London | prising attendants at fml;i:; "i}hiﬂ'e 1_’5?;1 ;Srff;if
life in London streets, it is necessary that I should | portion of the 11nternz.11 trade © tflg K1 lc'd . mo‘r:,
briefly treat of the Jews generally, as an integral, carried on, ana esl_)e.cmlly th]e tra Clntl 156\“‘?1:
but distinct and peculiar part of street-life. valuable commodities, such aﬁ' P etht:{e oy
., That this ancient people were engaged in what | armour, cloths, Wines, SPI.C‘;"J Omg’bc‘ N :;’1 4
= - may be called street-traffic in the earlier ages of | The agents of the great prelates han 1 3_%“‘;’5}(3 .
our history, as well as in the importation of spices, | even of the ruling princes, P“ér‘f1 ase S W e}l:el i zit
furs, fine leather, armour, drugs, and general required at t‘{lese fa}rs. St. Giles's ldl{, 1 :
merchandise, there can be no doubt ; evertheless | St. Giles’s hill, nos far from 'W:n}c le°tir’“f:e‘;f;
coneerning this part of the subject there are but | tinued sixteen days. The i:aw was, i:f 10} tents
the most measre accounts. a temporary City. ’.lhere ere str?;eda . offered

Jews were settled in England as early as 730, in every direction, 1n which thf) t%‘.ner:he hcon-
and during the sway of the Saxon kings. They and displayed their wares. En‘m‘,:m1 o
increased in number after the era of the Con- | tinuance of the fair, business was str};n}: pro 1
auest; but it was nof until the rapacity to which | bited in'W'inchester, Sopthmngtoglz alé 3 ;;1 e\h (ifly
?'“P-)' were exposed in the reign of Stephen had place within seven ~miles 0 N }1-1.“ webre th:a
”}1l a great measure exhausted itself, and until ?mong the tent-owners at such 3dlis
the measures of Henry 1L had given encourage- } Jews. ] . *Aavad o
ment to commerce, an?i some de:f;rree of security At this period the J ews mﬂ]}l be i?ljs‘felﬁeg .‘E
o properiy in cities or congregated communities, | one of the bodies of ¢ merchant-strangers, s

- A . ey 2T
it the Jews in England became Numercus and | they were called, settled 1n ﬁngla;d_i:?r 1:)1;1 {b; 5

e . 1 5 10T
werithy,  They then became acuve and enter- | of commerce. Among the other boaies
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