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OF THE STREET-FINDERS OR COLLECTORS.

TaESE men, for by far the great majority are men,
may be divided, according to the nature of their
occupations, into three classes :—

1. The bone-grubbers and rag-gatherers, who
are, indeed, the same individuals, the pure-finders,
and the cigar-end and old wood collectors.

2. The dredgermen, the mud-larks, and the
sewer-hunters.

8. The dustmen and nightmen, the sweeps and
the scavengers.

The first class go abroad daily to find in the
streets, and carry away with them such things as
bones, rags,  pure ” (or dogs-dung), which no one
appropriates, These they sell, and on that sale
support a wretched life. The second class of
people are also as strictly finders; but their in-
dustry, or rather their labour, is confined to the
river, or fo that subterranean city of sewerage
unto which the Thames supplies the great outlets.
These persons may not be immediately connected
with the streets of London, but their pursuifs are
carried on in the open air (if the sewer-air may
be so included), and are all, at any rate, out-of-
door avocations. The third class is distinct from
either of these, as the labourers comprised in it
are not finders, but collectors or removers of the
dirt and filth of onr streets and houses, and of the
soot of our chimneys. )

The two first classes also differ from the third
in the fact that the sweeps, dustmen, scavengers,
&c., are paid (and often large sums) for the re-
moval of the refuse they collect; whereas the
bone-grubbers, and mud-larks, and pure-finders,
and dredgermen, and sewer-hunters, get for their
pains only the value of the articles they gather.

Herein, too, lies a broad distinction between the
stréet-finder, or collector, and the street-buyer:
though both deal principally with refuse, the
huyer pays for what he is permitted to take away;
whereas the finder or collector is either paid (like
the sweep), or else he neither pays nor is paid
(like the bone-grubber), for the refuse that he
removes.

The third class of street-collectors also presents
enother and a markedly distinctive characteristic.
They act in the capacity of servants, and do not
depend upon chance for the result of their day’s
labour, but are put to stated tasks, being employed
and paid a fixed sum for their work. To this
description, however, some of the sweeps present an
exception ; as when the sweep works on his own
account, or, as it is worded, ‘iz his own master.”

The public health requires the periodical clean-
ing of the streets, and the removal of the refuse
matter from our dwellings ; and the man who con-
tracts to carry on this work is decidedly a street-
collector; foron what he collects or removes depends
the amount of his remuneration. Thus a wealthy
contractor for the public scavengery, is as entirely
one of the street-folk as the unskilled and ig-
norant labourer he employs. The master lives,

and, in many instances, has become rich, on the
results of his street employment; for, of course,
the actual workmen are but as the agents g
sources of his profit. ILven the collection of
“pure” (dogs-dung) in the streets, if conducted
by the servants of any tanner or leather dresser,
either for the purposes of his own trade or for
saie to others, might be the occupation of a wealthy
man, deriving a small profit from the labour of
each particular collector. The same may also be
said of bone-grubbing, or any similar occupation,
however insignificant, and now abandoned to the
outcast,

Were the collection of mud and dust carried on
by a2 number of distinct individuals—that is 1
say, were each individual dustman and scavenger
to collect on his own account, there is no doubt
that no one man could amass a fortune by such
means—while if the collection of bones and rags
and even dogs-dung were carried on ““in the large
way,” that is to say, by a number of individual
collectors working for one ¢ head man,” even the
picking up of the most abject refuse of the metro-
polis might become the source of great riches.

The bone-grubber and the mud-lark (the
searcher for refuse on the banks of the river)
differ little in their pursuits or in their character-
istics, excepting that the mud-larks are generally
boys, which is more an accidental than a definite
distinction, The grubbers are with a few excep-
tions stupid, unconscious of their degradation, and
with little anxiety to be relieved from it. They
are usually taciturn, but this taciturn habit is
common to men whose callings, if they cannot be
called solitary, are pursued with little communi-
cation with others. I was informed by a man
who once kept a little beer-shop near Friar-street,
Southwark Bridge-road (where then and still, be
thought, was a bone-grinding establishment), that
the bone-grubbers who carried their sacks of bones
thither sometimes had a pint of beer at his house
when they had received their money. They
usually sat, he told me, silently looking at the
corners of the floor—for they rarely lifted their
eyesup—as if they were expecting to see some hones
or refuse there available for their bags. Of this
inertion, perhaps fatigue and despair may be 3
part. I asked some questions of a man of this
class whom I saw pick up in a road in the suburbs
something that appeared to have been a coars®
canvas apron, although it was wet after a nights
rain and half covered with mud. I inquired of
him what he thought about when he trudged along
looking on the ground on every side. His answe
was, “Of nothing, sir.” I believe that no better
description could be given of that vacuity of mind
or mental inactivity which seems to form a part
of the most degraded callings. The minds of such
men, even without an approach to idiofcy, appedf
to be a blank. One characteristic of these poof
fellows, bone-grubbers and mud-larks, ig that they
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are very poor, although I am told some of them,
the older men, have among the poor the reputa-
tion of being misers, It is not unusual for the
youths belonging te these callings to live with
their parents and give them the amount of their
earnings.

The sewer-hunters are again distinct, and a far
more intelligent and adventurous class ; but they
work in gangs. They must be familiar with the
course of the tides, or they might be drowned at
high water. They must have quick eyes too, not
merely to descry the objects of their search, but
to mark the points and bearings of the subterra-
neous roads they traverse; in a word, *to know
their way underground.”  There is, moreover,
some spirit of daring in venturing into a dark,
solitary sewer, the chart being only in the memory,
and in braving the possibility of noxious vapours,
and the by no means insignificant dangers of the
rats infesting these places.

The dredgermen, the finders of the water, are
again distinct, as being watermen, and working in
boats. In some foreign parts, in Naples, for in-
stance, men carrying on similar pursuits are also

* divers for anything lost in the bay or its confluent

waters, One of these men, known some years
ago as “the Fish,” could remain (at least, so say
those whom there is mo reason to doubt) three
hours under the water without rising to the sur-
face to take breath, He was, it 1s said, web-
footed, naturally, and partially web-fingered. The
King of the Two Sicilies once threw a silver cup
into the sea for  the Fish” to bring up and retain
as a reward, but the poor diver was never seen
again. It was believed that he got entangled
among the weeds on the rocks, and so perished,
The dredgermen are necessarily well acquainted
with the sets of the tide and the course of
the currents in the Thames. Every one of
these men works on his own account, being as it
were a “small master,” which, indeed, is one of
the great attractions of open-air pursuits. The
dredgermen also depend for their maintenance
upon the sale of what they find, or the rewards
they receive,

Itis otherwise, however, as was before observed,
with the third class of the street-finders, or rather
collectors, In all the capacities of dustmen,
nightmen, scavengers, and sweeps, the employers
of the men are paid to do the work, the proceeds
of the street-collection forming only a portion of

e EIflployer’s remuneration. The sweep has the
R0t n addition to his 64, or Is.; the master
Scavenger has a payment from the parish funds to
sweep the streets, though the clearance of the
cesspools, &c., in private houses, may be an in-
dividual bargain, The whole refuse of the
streets belongs to the contractor to make the best
of, but it must be cleared away, and so must the
C%{ltel}ts of a dust-bin; for if a mass of dirt become
;uinfrll"e: the hnusei}qlder may be indicted for a
20 Doval ce;Ial}d municipal by-laws require its re-
£y e t 1s thus made 2 matter of compulsion
A the dust be removed from a private house ;
S ﬂlll;ui:l 18 otherwise with the soot. Why a man
| be permitted to let soot accumulate in his

Py

chimney—perhaps exposing himself, hig family,
his lodgers, and his neighbours te the dangers of
fire, it may not be easy to account for, especially
when we bear in mind that the same man may not
accumulate cabbage-leaves and fish-tails in his yard.

The dustmen are of the plodding class of Iabour-
ers, mere labourers, who require only bodily
power, and possess little or no mental develop-
ment. Many of the agricultural Iabourers are ot
this order, and the dustman often seems to be the
stolid ploughman, modified by a residence in a
city, and engaged in a peculiar calling. They are
generally uninformed, and no few of them are
dustmen because their fathers were. The same
may be said of nightmen and scavengers. At one
time it was a popular, or rather a vulgar notion
that many dustmen had become possessed of large
sums, from the plate, coins, and valuables they
found in clearing the dust-bins —a manifest
absurdity ; but I was told by a marine-store
dealer that he had known a young woman, a
dustman’s daughter, sell silver spoons to a neigh-
bouring marine-store man, who was “not very
particular.”

The circumstances and character of the chimney-
sweeps have, since Parliament “put down” the
climbing boys, undergone considerable change,
The sufferings of many of the climbing boys were
very great. They were often ill-lodged, ill-fed,
barely-clad, forced to ascend hot and narrow flues,
and subject to diseases—such as the chimney-
sweep's cancer—peculiar to their calling. The
child hated his trade, and was easily tempted to
be a thief, for prison was an asylum ; or he grew
up & morose tyrannical fellow as journeyman or
master. Some of the young sweeps became very
bold thieves and house-breakers, and the most
remarkable, as far as personal daring is concerned:
the boldest feat of escape from Newgate was per-
formed by a youth who had been brought up a
chimney-sweep. He climbed up the two bare
rugged walls of a corner of the interior of the
prison, in the open air, to the height of some 60
feet. He had only the use of his hands, knees,
and feet, and a single slip, from fear. or pain,
would have been death; he surmounted a parapet
after this climbing, and gained the roof, but was
recaptured before he could get clear away. He
was, moreover, a sickly, and reputed a cowardly,
young man, and ended his career in this country
by being transported.

master sweep, now in middle age, and a man
“ well to do,” told me that when a mere child he-
had been apprenticed out of the workhouse to a
sweep, such being at that time a common occurrence..
He had undergone, he said, great hardships while
learning his business, and was long, from the in-

different character of his class, ashamed of being.

a sweep, both as journeyman and master ; but the
sweeps were so much improved in character now,

that he no longer felt himself disgraced in his.

calling.
The sweeps are more intelligent than the mere
ordinary labourers I have written of under this

head, but they are, of course, far from being an.

educated body.
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Mhe further and more minute characteristics of
she curious class of street-finders or collectors will

_be found in the particular details and statements.

Among the finders there is perhaps the greatest
poverty existing, they being the very lowest class
of all the street-people. Many of the very old
live on the hard dirty crusts they pick up out of
the roads in the course of their rounds, washing
them and steeping them in water before they eat
them, Probably that vacuity of mind which isa
distinguishing feature of the class is the mere
atony or emaciation of the mental faculties pro-
ceeding from—though often producing in the want
of energy that it necessarily begets—the extreme
wretchedness of the class. But even their liberty
and a crust—as it frequently literally is—appears
preferable to these people to the restrictions of
the workhouse. Those who are unable to com-
prehend the inertia of both body and mind be-
gotten by the despair of long-conttinued misfortune
are referred to page 357 of the first volume of this
work, where it will be found that a_tinman, in
speaking of the misery connected with the early
part of his street-career, describes the effect of
extreme want as producing not only an absence of
all hope, but even of a desire to better the con-
dition. Those, however, who have studied the
mysterious connection between body and mind,
and observed what different creatures they them-
selves are before and after dinner, can well under-
stand that a long-continued deficiency of food
must have the same weakening effect on the muscles
of the mind and energy of the thoughts and will,
as it has on the limbs themselves.

Occasionally it will be found that the utier
abjectness of the bone-grubbers has arisen from
the want of energy begotten by Intemperate
habits. The workman has nething but this same
energy to live upon, and the permanent effect of
stimulating liguors is to produce an amount of de-
pression corresponding to the excitement momen-
tarily caused by them in the frame. The operative,
therefore, who spends his earnings on “ drink,”
not only squanders them on a brutalising luxury,
but deprives himself of the power, and conse-
quently of the disposition, to work for more, and
hence that idleness, carelessness, and neglect which
are the distinctive qualities of the drunkard,
and sooner or later compass his ruin.

For the poor wretched children who are reared
1o this the lowest trade of all, surely even the
most insensible and unimaginative must feel the
acutest pity. There is, however, this consolation :
I have heard of none, with the exception of the
more prosperous sewer-hunters and dredgermen,
who have remained all their lives at street-finding.
Still there remains much to be done by all those
who are impressed with a sense of the trust that
Tias been confided to them,in the possession of those
endowmenis which render their lot in this world
50 much more easy than that of the Jess lucky
street-finders.

I oxE-GRUBBERS AND RAG-GATHERERS.

TrE habits of the bone-grubbers and rag-gatner-
ers, the “ pure,” or dogs-dung collectors, and the

cigar-end finders, are necessarily similar. Al
lead a wandering, unsettled sort of life, being
compelled to be continually on foot, and to trays
many miles every day in search of the articles i
which they deal. They seldom have any fixed
place of abode, and are mostly to be fonnd a
night in one or other of the low lodging-houscs
throughout London, The majority are, moreover,
persons who have been brought up to other em
ployments, but who from some failing or mishap
have been reduced to such a state of distress that
they were obliged to take to their present occupa-
tion, and have never after been able to get away
from 1it.

Of the whole class it is considered that there
are from S00 to 1000 resident in London, one-
half of whom, at the least, sleep in the cheap
lodging-houses. The Government returns esti.
mate the number of mendicants’ lodging-houses
in London to be upwards of 200. Allowing twe
bone-grubbers and pure-finders to frequent each
of these lodging-houses, there will be upwards of
400 availing themselves of such nightly shelters,
As many more, I am told, live In garrets and
ill-furnished rooms in the lowest neighbourhoods,
There is no instance on record of any of the class
renting even the smallest house for himself.

Moreover there are in London during the
winter a number of persons called “ trampers,’
who employ themselves at that season in stree:
finding. These people are in the summer country
labourers of some sort, but as soon as the harvest
and potato-getting and hop-picking are over, and
they can find nothing else to do in the couniry,
they come back to London to avail themselves of
the shelter of the night asylums or refuges for the
destitute (usnally called * straw-yards” by ths
poar), for if they remained in the provinces
that period of the year they would be forced to
have recourse to the unions, and as they can only
stay one night in each place they would be
obliged to travel from ten to fifteen miles per
day, to which in the winter they have a strong
objection. They come up to London in the
winter, not to ook for any regular work or em
ployment, but because they know that they can
have a nightly shelter, and bread night and
morning for nothing, during that season, and can
during the day collect bones, rags, &c. Ag soon
as the “straw-yards” close, which is generally
about the beginning of April, the trampers’
again start off to the country in small bands oI
two or three, and without any fixed residence
keep wandering about all the summer, sometimes
begaing their way through the villages and slecp-
ing in the casual wards of the unions, and some-
times, when hard driven, working at hay-making
or any other light labour, |

Phose among the bone-grubbers who do net
belong to the regular ¢ trampers” have been
either navvies, or men who have not been able
to obtain employment at their own business, rod
have been driven to it by necessity as a means o
obtaining a little bread for the time being, an
without any intention of pursuing the calling

+

regularly ; but, as I have said, when once 10 tite
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pusiness they cannot leave it, for at least they
make certain of getting a few halfpence by it, and
their present necessity does not aliow them time
t0 look after other employment. There are many
of the street-finders who are old men and women,
and many very young children who have no other
means of living. Since the famine in Ireland
vast numbers of that unfortunate people, particu-
larly boys and girls, have been engaged in gather-
ing bones and rags in the streets.

The bone-picker and rag-gatherer may be known
at once by the greasy bag which he carries on his
back, Usually he has a stick in his hand, and
this is armed with a spike or hook, for the pur-
pose of more easily turning over the heaps of
ashes or dirt that are thrown out of the houses,
and discovering whether they contain anything
that is saleable at the rag-and-bottle or marine-
store shop. The bone-grubber generally seeks out
the narrow back streets, where dust and refuse
are cast, or where any dust-bins are accessible,
The articles for which he chiefly searches are rags
and bones—rags he prefers—but waste metal.
such as bits of lead, pewter, copper, brass, or old
iron, he prizes above all. Whatever he meets
with that he knows to be in any way saleable he
puts into the bag at his back. He often finds large
lumps of bread which have been thrown out as
waste by the servants, and occasionally the house-
keepers will give him some bones on which there
i3 a little meat remaining; these constitute the
morning meal of most of the class. One of my
informants had a large rump of beef bone given to
him a few days previous to my seeing him, on
which ‘“there was not less than a pound of
meat,”

_ The bone-pickers and rag-gatherers are all early
risers, They have all their separate beats or dis-
tricts, and it is most important to them that they
should reach their district before any one else of
the same class can go over the ground. Some of
the beats lie as far as Peckham, Clapham, Ham-
mersmith, Hampstead, Bow, Stratford, and indeed
all parts within about five miles of London. In
summer time they rise at two in the morning,
and sometimes earlier. It is mot quite light at
this honr—but Lones and rags can be discovered
before daybreak, The *“ grubbers” scour all
quarters of London, but abound miore particu-
larly in the suburbs. In the neighbourhood of
Petticoat-lane and Ragfair, however, they are the

nost numerous on account of the greater quantity

of rags which the Jews have to throw out. It
usually takes toe bone-picker from seven to nine
hours to go over his rounds, during which time
he travels from 20 to 30 miles with a quarter
to a half hundredweight on his back. In the
summer he usually reaches home about eleven
%f tht_a day, and in the winter about one or two.
'telll]ts]?lsf l"ﬁb_turn home he proceeds to sort the con-
boneso dlS Lag. He separates the rags from the
o luc;kan these again from the old metal (1f he
the 1o Y enough to have found any). He divides
hi %s m]to various lo:cs, according as they are
ey u? coloured ; and if he have picked up any

canvas or sacking, he makes these also

into a separate parcel. When he has finished
the sorting he takes his several lots to the rag-
shop or the marine-store dealer, and realizes upon
them whatever they may be worth, For the
white rags he gets from 24. to 3d. per pound,
according as they are clean or soiled. The white
rags are very difficult to be found ; they are mostly
very dirty, and are therefore sold with the eoloured
ones at the rate of about 5 lbs. for 2d. The
bones are usually sold with the coloured rags
at one and the same price. For fragments of
canvas or sacking the grubber gets about three-
farthings a pound; and old brass, copper, and
pewter about 4. (the marine-store keepers say
5d.), and old iron one farthing per pound, or six
pounds for 1d. The bone-grubber thinks he has
done an excellent day’s work if he can earn 3d.;
and some of them, especially the very old and the
very young, do not earn more than from 2d. to
3d. a day. To make 10d. a day, at the present
price of rags and bones, a man must be remark-
ably active and strong.—“ay ! and lucky, too,”
adds my informant. The average amount of earn-
ings, I am told, varies from about 6d. to Sd. per
day, or from 3s. to 4s. a week; and the highest
amount thata man, the most brisk and persevering
at the business, can by any possibility earn in
one week is about 5s., but this can only be accom-
plished by great good fortune and industry—the
usual weekly gains are about half that sum. In
bad weather the bone-grubber cannot do so well,
Decause the rags are wet, and then they cannot
sell them. The majority pick up bones only in
wet weather; those who do gather rags during
or after rain are obliged to wash and dry them
before they can sell them.. The state of the
shoes of the rag and bone-picker is a very import-
ant matter to him; for if he be well shod he can
get quickly over the ground; but he is frequentiy
lamed, and unable to make any progress from the
blisters and gashes on his feet, occasioned by the
want of proper shoes.

Sometimes the bone-grubbers will pick up a
stray sixpence or a shiliing that has been dropped
in the street. ¢ The bandkerchief I have round
my neck,” said one whom I saw, “1I picked up
with 1s. in the corner. The greatest prize L
ever found was the brass cap of the nave of a
coach-wheel ; and I déd once find a quarter of a
pound of tobacco in Sun-street, Bishopsgate. The
best bit of luck of all that I ever had was finding
a cheque for 121 15s. lying in the gateway of the
mourning-conch yard in Titchborne-sireet, Hay-
market, I was going to light my pipe with it,
indeed I picked it up for that purpose, and then
saw it was a cheque. It was on the London and
County Bank, 21, Lombard-street. I took it
there, and got 10s. for finding it. I went there
in my rags, as 1 am now, and the cashier stared
a bit at me. The cheque was drawn by a Nr.
Knibb, and payable to a Mr. Cox. I did think I
should have got the odd 15s. though.”

It has been stated that the average amount of
the earnings of the bone-pickers is 6d. per day, or
3s. per week, being 7i. 10s. per annum for each
person, It has also been shown that the number
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of persons engaged in the business may be esti-
mated at about 800 ; hence the earnings of the
entire number will amount to the sum of 20l per
day, or 1204, per week, which gives 6240L as the
annual earnings of the bone-pickers and rag-
gatherers of London. It may also be computed
that each of the grubbers gathers on an average
90 Ibs. weight of bone and rags; and reckoning
the bones to constitute three-fourths of the entire
weight, we thus find that the gross quantity of
these articles gathered by the street-finders in the
course of the year,-amounts to 3,744,0001bs. of
bones, and 1,240,000 Ibs. of rags.

Between the London and St. Katherine’s Docks
and Rosemary Lane, there is a large district inter-
laced with narrow lanes, courts, and alleys rami-
fying into each other in the most intricate and dis-
orderly manner, insomuch that it wonld be no
easy matter for a stranger to work his way through
the interminable confusion without the aid of a
ouide, resident in and well conversant with the
locaiity. The houses are of the poorest description,
and seem as if they tumbled into their places at
random. Foul channels, huge dust-heaps, and a
variety of other unsightly objects, occupy every
cpen space, and dabbling among these are crowds
of ragged dirty children who grub and wallow, as if
in their native element. None reside in these places
but the poorest and most wretched of the popula-
tion, and, as might almost be expected, this, the
cheapest and filthiest locality of London, is the
head-quarters of the bone-grubbers and other
street-inders., I have ascertained on the best au-
thority, that from the centre of this place, within
a circle of a mile in diameter, there dwell not
less than 200 persons of this class. In this quarter
I found a bone-grubber who gave me the following
account of himself :—

¢ T was born in Liverpool, and when abont 14
vears of age, my father died. He used to work about
the Docks, and I used to run on errands for any
person who wanted me. I managed to live by
this after my father’s death for three or four
vears, 1 had a brother older than myself, who
ivent to France to work on the railroads, and when
T was about 18 he sent for me, and got me to work
with himself on the Paris and Rouen Railway,
under McKenzie and Brassy, who had the con-
sract. I worked on the railroads in France for
four years, till the disturbance broke out, and then
we ail got notice to leave the country. I lodged
at that time with a countryman, and had 121,
which I had saved out of my earnings, This sum
I gave to my countryman to keep forme till we got
to London, as I did not like to have it about me,
for fear I’°d lose it. The French people paid our
fare from Rouen to Havre by the railway, and
‘there put us on board a steamer to Seuthampton.
MThere was about 50 of us altogether. When
we got to Southampton, we all went before the
mavor; we told him about how we bad been
driven out of France, and he gave us a shilling a
piece ; he sent some one with us, too, to get us a
lodging, and told us to come again the next day.
In the morning the mayor gave every one who
-was able to walk halfa-crown, and for those who

were not able he paid their fare to London on the
railroad. Ihad a sore leg at the time,and I came
up by the train, and when I gave up my ticket at
the station, the gentleman gave me a shilling more,
I couldn’t find the man I had given my money to,
because he had walked up; and I went before the
Lord Mayor to ask his advice; he gave me 2s. 64,
I looked for work everywhere, but could get
nothing to do; and when the 2s. 6d. was all
spent, I heard that the man who had my money
was on the London and York Railway in the
country; however, I couldn't get that far for
want of money then; so I went again before the
Lord Mayor, and he gave me two more, but
told me not to trouble him any further. T told
the Lord Mayorabout the money, and then he sent
an officer with me, who put me into a carriage on
the railway. When I got down to where the
man was at work, he wouldn’t give me a farthing;
I had given him the money without any witness
bring present, and he said I could do nothing,
because it was done in another country. I staid
down there more than a week trying to get work
on the railroad, but could not. I had no money
and was nearly starved, when two or three took
pity on me, and made up four or five shillings for
me, to take me back again to London. I triedall
I could to get something to do, till the money was
nearly gone; and then I took to selling lucifers
and the fly-papers that they use in the shops, and
little things like that ; but I could do no good at
this work, there was too many at it before me,
and they knew more about it than I did. A
last, I got so bad off I didn’t know what fo do;
but seeing a great many about here gathering
bones and rags, I thought I’d do so too—a pour
fellow must do something. I was advised to do
so, and I have been at it ever since. I forgot o
tell you that my brother died in France. We had
good wages there, four francs a day, or 3s. 4d.
English; I don’t make more than 3d. or 4d. and
sometimes 6d. a day at bone-picking. I don'tgo
out before daylight to gather anything, becaust
the police takes my bag and throws all I've g&
thered about the street to see if I have anything
stolen in it., I neverstole anything in all my life
indeed I'd do anything before I'd steal. Many
a night I’ve slept under an arch of the railway
when I hadn’t a penny to pay for my bed; bu!
whenever the police find me that way, they make
me and the rest get up, and drive us on, and tel
us o keep moving. I don’t go out on wet day
there’s no use in it, as the things won't be bought.
I can’t wash and dry thém, because I'm 1138
jodging-house. There’s a great deal more than a
100 bone-pickers about here, men, women, and
children. The Jews in this lane and up in Pett
coat-lane give a good deal of victuals away on the
Saturday. They sometimes call one of us in from
the street to light the fire for them, or take off the
kettle, as they must not do anything themselves
on the Sabbath ; and then they put some food on
the footpath, and throw rags and bones into Ehe
street for us, because they must not hand anything
to us. There are some about here who geb 3
couple of shillings’ worth of goods, and g0 on
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toard the ships in the Docks, and exchange them
for bones and bits of old canvas among the sailors ;
7d buy and do so too if I only bad the money, but
wn't get it. The summer is the worst time for us,
the winter is much better, for there 1s more meat
used in winter, and then there are more bones.”
{Others say differently.) ¢ I intend to go to the
country this season, and try to get something to
do at the hay-making and harvest. I make about
9. 6d. a week, and the way I manage is this:
sometimes I get a piece of bread about 12 o'clock,
.nd I make my breakfast of that and cold water ;
very seldom I have any dinner,—unless I earn 6.
I can’t get any,—and then I have a basin of nice
soup, or a penorth of plum-puddingand a couple
of buked ’tatoes. At night I get 3d. worth of
coffee, 4d. worth of sugar, and 1id. worth of
bread, and then I have 2d. a might left for my
lodging ; I always try to manage that, for 1°d do
anything sooner than stop out all might. I'm
always happy the day when I make 4d., for then
I know I won’t have to sleep in the street. The
winter before last, there was a straw-yard down
in Black Jack's-alley, where we used to go after
six o’clock in the evening, and get } lb. of bread,
and another & 1b. in the morning, and then we’d
gather what we could in the daytime and buy
victuals with what we got for it. We were well
off then, but the straw-yard wasn't open at all last
winter. There used to be 300 of us in there of a
night, a great many of the dock-labourers and their
families were there, for no work was to be got in
the docks ; so they weren't able to pay Tent, and
were obliged to go in. I’ve lost my health since I
took to bone-picking, through the wet and cold in
the winter, for I ’ve scarcely any clothes, and the
wet gets to my feet through the old shoes; this
caused me last winter to be nine weeks in the
hospital of the Whitechapel workhouse.”

The narrator of this tale seemed so dejected
and broken in spirit, that it was with difficulty
his story was elicited from him. He was evi-
dently labouring under incipient consumption. I
have every reason to believe that he made a
truthful statement,—indeed, he did not appear to
me to have sufficient intellect to invent a false-
hood. Itisa curions fact, indeed, with reference
to the London street-finders generally, that they
scenl to possess less rational power than any other
class, _ They appear utterly incapable of trading
even in the most trifliing commodities, probably
from the fact that buying articles for the purpose
of selling them at a profit, requires an exercise of
the mind to which they feel themselves incapable.

egging, too, requires some ingenuity or tact, in
order to move the sympathies of the well-to-do,
ﬂlhd the street-finders being incompetent for this,
:ﬂlfy work on day after day as long as they are
X I;ie to craw] about in pursuit of their unprofit-
" fn calling. This cannot be fairly said of the
the q[t;'fil‘ members .of this class, who are sent into
. ';F:m? by their parents, and many of whom
andcl.ner\\ :i.rds able to find some more reputable
ool Oie ucrative employment. As a body of

: ;P;? owever, young and old, they mostly ex-
it ine same stupid, half-witted appearance,

To show how bone-grubbers occasionally manage
to obtain shelter during the night, the following
incident may not be out of place. A few morn-
ings past I accidentally encountered one of this
class in a narrow back lane ; his ragged coat—the
colour of the rubbish among which he toiled—avas
greased over, probably with the fat of the bones he
gathered, and being mixed with the dust it seemed
as if the man were covered with bird-lime, His
shoes—torn and tied on his feet with pieces of cord
—had doubtlessly been picked out of some dust-bin,
while his greasy bag and stick unmistakably
announced his calling. Desirous of obtaining all
the information possible on this subject, I asked
him a few questions, took his address, which he
gave without hesitation, and bade him call on me
in the evening. At the time appointed, however,
he did not appear; on the following day therefore
I made way to the address he had given, and on
reaching the spot T was astonished to find the house
in which he had said he lived was uninhabited.
A padlock was on the door, the boards of which
were parting with age. There was not a whole
pane of glass in any of the windows, and the
frames of many of them were shattered or de-
molished. Some persons in the neighbourhood,
noticing me eyeing the place, asked whom I
wanted. On my telling the man’s name, which it
appeared he had not dreamt of disguising, I was
informed that he had left the day before, saying he
had met the landlord in the morning (for such it
turned out he had fancied me to be), and that the

gentleman had wanted him to come to his house, but.

he was afraid to go lest he should be sent to prison
for breaking into the place. I found, on inspec-
tion, that the premises, though lacked up, couid
be entered by the rear, one of the window-frames
having been removed, so that admission could
be obtained through the aperture. Availing my-
seif of the same mode of ingress, I proceeded to
examine the premises. Nothing could well be
more dismal or dreary than the interior. The
floors were rotting with damp and mildew, espe-
cially near the windows, where the wet found
easy entrance. The walls were even slimy and
discoloured, and everything bore the appearance
of desolation. In one corner was strewn a bundle
of dirty straw, which doubtlessly had served the
bone-grubber for a bed, while scattered about the
floor were pieces of bones, and small fragments of
dirty rags, sufficient to indicate the calling of the
late inmate. He had had but little difficulty in
removing his property, seeing that it consisted
solely of his bag and his stick.

The following paragraph concerning the chiffo-
niers or rag-gatherers of Paris appeared in the
London journals a few weeks since :—

¢« MThe fraternal association of rag-gatherers
(chiffoniers) gave a grand banguet on Saturday
last (21st of June). It took place at a public.
house called the Pot Tiicolore, near the Barricre
de Fontainbleaw, which is frequented by the rag-
gathering fraternity. In this house there are
three rooms, each of which is specially devoted to
the use of different classes of rag-gatherers: cne,
the least dirty, is called the ¢ Chamber of Peers,
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and is occupied by the first class—that 35, those
who possess a basket in a oood state, and a crook
ornamented with copper ; the second, called the
¢ Chamber of Deputies,” belonging to the second
class, is much less comfortable, and those who
atzend it have baskets and crooks not of first-rate
quality ; the third room isin a dilapidated condi-
tion, and is frequented by the lowest class of
rag-gatherers who have no basket or crook, and
who place what they find in the streets in a piece
of sackcloth, They call themselves the ‘Réunion
des Vrais Prolétaires] The name of each room
is written in chalk above the door; and generally
such strict etiquette is observed among the rag-
gatherers that no one goes into the apartment not
occupied by his own class. At Saturday’s ban-
quet, however, all distinctions of rank were laid
aside, and delegates of each class united frater-
naliy. The president was the oldest rag-gatherer
in Paris; his age is 88, and he is called ‘the
Emperor.” The banquet consisted of a sort of
olla podride, which the master of the establish-
men{ pompously called gibelottz, though of what
animal it was composed 1t was impossible to say.
t was served up in huge earthen dishes, and
before it was allowed to be touched payment was
demanded and obtained ; the other articles were
also paid for as soon as they were brought in;
and a deposit was exacted as a security for the
plates, knives, and forks. The wine, or what did
duty as such, was contained n an earthen pot
called the Petit Pére Noir, and was filled from a
Zigantic vessel named Le Moricaud. The dinner

ras concluded by each guest taking a small glass
of brandy. DBusiness was then proceeded to.
It consisted in the reading and adoption of the
statutes of the association, followed by the drink-
ing of numerous toasts to the president, to the
prosperity of rag-gathering, to the union of rag-
gatherers, &e. A collection amounting to 67. 75c.
was raised for sick members of the fraternity.
The guests then dispersed; but several of them
remained at the counter until they had consumed
in brandy the amount deposited as security for
the crockery, knives, and forks.”

Or tue “ Pure -FIxDERS.

Dogs-dung is called “Pure,” from its cleansing
and purifying properties.

The name of  Pure-finders,” however, has been
applied to the men engaged in collecting dogs’-
dung from the public streets only, within the last
20 or 30 years, Previous to this period there ap-
pears to have been no men engaged in the busi-
ress, old women alone gathered the substance,
and they were known by the name of * bunters,”
which signifies properly gatherers of rags; and thus
plainly intimates that the rag-gatherers originally
added the collecting of ““ Pure” to their original
and proper vocation. Hence it appears that the
hone-grubbers, rag-gatherers, and pure-finders,
constituted formerly but one class of people, and
even now they lave, as I have stated, kindred
characteristics.

_ The pure-finders meet with a ready market forall
{ae dogs’-dung they are able to collect, at the nume-

rous tanyards in Bermondsey, where they sell it by
the stable-bucket full, and get from 8d. to 104,
per bucket, and sometimes 1s. and 1s. 2d. for i,
according to its quality. The * dry limy-looking
sort” fetches the highest price at some yards, as it
is found to possess more of the alkaline, or purify.
ing properties ; but others are found to prefer the
dark moist quality. Strange as it may appea,
the preference for a particular kind has suggested
to the finders of Pure the idea of adulterating it
to a very considerable extent; this is eftected by
means of mortar broken away from old walls, and
mixed up with the whole mass, which it closely
resembles ; in some cases, however, the mortar is
rolled into small balls similar to those found.
Hence it would appear, that there is no business
or trade, however insignificant or contemptible,
without its own peculiar and appropriate tricks,

The pure-finders are in their habits and mode
of procecding nearly similar to the bone-grabbers,
Many of the purefinders are, however, hetter in
circumstances, the men especially, as they eam
more money. They are also, to a certain extent,
a better educated class. Seme of the regular col-
lectors of this substance have been mechanics, and
others small tradesmen, who have been reduced.
Those pure-finders who have “a good connection,”
and have been granted permission to cleanse some
kennels, obtain a very fair living at the Lusines;
earning from 10s. to 15s. a week, These, how-
ever, are very few; the majority have to seek the
article in the streets, and by such means they
can obtain only from 6s. to 10s. a week. Tue
average weekly earnings of this class are thought
to be about 7s. 6d. .

From all the inquiries I have made on this sub-
ject, I have found that there cannot be less than
from 200 to 300 persons constantly engaged solely
in this business. There are about 30 tanyaris
large and small in Bermondsey, and these all have
their regular Pure collectors from whom they
obtain the article. Leomont and Roberts’s, Baving:
tons’, Beech's, Murrell's, Cheeseman’s, Powells,
Jones's, Jourdans’, Kent’s, Moorcroft’s, and Daviss,
are among the largest establishments, and some
idea of the amount of business done in some of
these yards may be formed from the fact, that the
proprietors severally employ from 300 to 500 tav-
ners. At Leomont and Roberts’s there are 25 re
gular street-finders, who supply them with pure
Dut this is a large establishment, and the number
supplying them is considered far beyond the
average quantity ; moreover, Messrs. Leomont and
Toberts do more business in the particular branch
of tanning in which the article is principally used
viz., in dressing the leather for book-covers, kid:
gloves, and a variety of other articles. Some 0
the other tanyards, especially the smaller ones
take the substance only as they hapoen to want 1t;
and others again employ but a limited number 0
hands. If, therefore, we strike an average and
reduce the number supplying each of the sever!
yards to eight, we shall have 240 persons I
gularly engaged in the business: besides these %
mav be said that numbers of the starving an
destitute Irish bave taken to picking up the m¥

e aas

b

e b A e -ty e = e e o Y
T L.

terial, but not knowing where to sell it, or how to
dispose of it, they part with it for 2d. or 3d. the
pail-full to the regular purveyors of it to the tan-
vards, who of course make a considerable profit
iv the transaction. The children of the poor
Trish are usually employed in this manner, but
they also pick up rags and bones, and anything
else which may fall in their way.

I have stated that some of the pure-finders,
especially the men, earn a considerable sum of
money per week their gains are sometimes as
much as 15s.; indeed I am assured that seven years
ago, when they got from 3s. to 4s. per pail for the
pure, that many of them would not exchange their
position with that of the best paid mechanic in
London. INow, however, the case is altered, for
there are twenty now at the business for every
one who followed it then; hence each collects
« much the less in quantity, and, moreover,
from the competition gets so much less for the
aticle.  Some of the collectors at present do
not earn 3s. per week, but these are mostly old
women who are fecble and unable to get over the
ground quickly ; others make bs. and 6s. in the
course of the week, while the most active and
those who clean out the kennels of the dog fanciers
may occasionally make 9s. and 10s. and even 15s.
a week still, but this is of very rare occurrence.
Allowing the finders, one with the other, to earn
on an average Hs. per week, it would give the
anmual earnings of each to be 13l, while the
income of the whole 200 would amount to 50I. a
week, or 260017, per annum. The kennel ““ pure ”
is not much valued, indeed many of the tanners
will not even buy it, the reasom is that the
dogs of the “ fanciers” are fed on almost any-
thing, 1o save expense ; the kennel cleaners con-
sequently take the precaution of mixing it with
what is found in the street, previous to offering it
for sale.

The pure-finder may at once be distinguished
from the bone-grubber and rag-gatherer ; the
latter, as I have before mentioned, carries 2 bag,
and usnally a stick armed with a spike, while ke
is most frequently to be met with in back streets,
narrow lanes, yards and other places, where dust
and rubbish are likely to be thrown out from the
adjacent houses, The pure-finder, on the contrary,
is often found in the open streets, as degs wander
where they like, The purefinders always carry
a handle basket, generally with a cover, to hide

 the contents, and have their right hand covered

with a black leather glove; many of them, how-
ever, dispense with the glove, as they say it is
much easier to wash their hands than to keep the
glove fit for use. The women generally have a
large pocket for the reception of such rags as they
may chance to fall in with, but they pick up those
ouly of the very best quality, and will not go out
of their way to search even for them. Thus
fiquull}PEd they may be seen pursuing their avoca-
ex::} n:. almost every street in and about London,
X eg ng such streets as are now cleansed by

ie ““street orderlies,” of whom the pure-finders
gﬁe“’my complain, as being an unwarrautable

erference with the privileges of their class,

The pure collected is used by leather-dressers
and tanners, and more especially by those engaged
in the manufacture of morocco and kid leather
from the skins of old and young goats, of which
skins great numbers are imported, and of the
roans and lambskins which are the sham morecco
and kids of the “slop” leather trade, and are
used by the better class of shoemalkers, book-
binders, and glovers, for the inferior requirements
of their business. FPure is also used by tanners,
as is pigeon’s dung, for the tanning of the thinner
kinds of leather, such as calf-skins, for which
purpose it is placed in pits with an admixture oz
lime and bark.

In the manufacture of moroccos and roans the
pure is rubbed by the hands of the workman into
the skin he is dressing. This is done to “purify”
the leather, I was told by an intelligent leather-
dresser, and from that term the word “ pure” has
originated. The dung has astringent as well as
highly alkaline, or, to use the expression of my
informant, “ scouring,” qualities. When the pure
has been rubbed into the flesh and grain of the
skin (the ¢ flesh” being originally the interior, and
the ¢ grain” the exterior part of the cuticle), and
the skin, thus purified, has been hung up to be
dried, the dung removes, as it were, all such
moisture as, if allowed to remain, would tend to
make the leather unsound or imperfectly dressed.
This imperfect dressing, moreover, gives a dis-
greeable smell to the leather—and leather-buyers
often use both mnose and tongue in making their
purchases—and would consequently prevent that
agreeable odour being imparted to the skin which
is found in some kinds of morocco and kid. The
peculiar odour of the Russia leather, so agreeable
in the libraries of the rich, is derived from the
bark of young birch trees. It.is now manufac-
tured in Bermondsey.

Among the morocco manufacturers, especially
among the old operatives, there is often a scarcity
of employment, and they then dress a few roans,
which they hawk to the cheap warehouses, or
sell to the wholesale shoemakers on their own
account. These men usually reside in small gar-
rets in the poorer parts of Bermondsey, and carry
on their trade in their own rooms, using and
keeping the pure there ; hence the “homes™ of
these poor men are peculiarly uncomfortable, if
not unhealthy. Some of these poor fellows or
their wives collect the pure themselves, often
starting at daylight for the purpose; they more
frequently, however, buy it of a regular finder.

The number of pure-finders I heard estimated,
by a man well acquainted with the tanning and
other departments of the leather trade, at from
200 to 250. The finders, I was informed by the
same person, collected about a pail-full a day, clear-
ing 6s. a week in the summer—1s. and 1s 2d.
being the charge for a pail-full ; in the short days
of winter, however,-and in bad weather, they
couid not collect five pail-fulls in a week.

In the wretched locality already referred to as
Iying between the Dacks and Rosemary-lane, redo-
lent of filth and pregnant with pestilential diseases,
and whither all the outcasts of the metropolitan
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population seem to b_e drawn, either in_ the }1ope 95
tinding fitting assoclates and companions in their
wretchedness (for there 1s doubtlessly-someth.mg
attractive and agreeable to them in such companion-
ship), or else for the purpose of hiding themselves
and their shifts and struggles for existence from the
world,—in this dismal guarter, and .bral‘lching from
one of the many narrow lanes which interlace 1t,
there is a little court with about half-a-dozen
houses of the very smallest dimensions, consisting
of merely two rooms, one over the other. Here
in one of the upper Tooms (the lower one of the
same house being occupied by another family and
apparently filled with little raggfrd children), I
discerned, after considerable difficulty, an old
woman, a Pure-finder. When I opened the door
the little light that struggled through the small
window, the many broken panes of which were
stuffed with old rags, was not sufficient to enable
me to perceive who or what was In the room.
After a short time, however, I began to make out
an old chair standing near the fire-place, and then
to discover a poor old woman resembling 2 bundle
of rags and fiith stretched on some dirty straw in
the corner of the apartment. The place was bare
and almost naked. There was nothing in 1t ex-
cept a couple of old tin kettles and a basket, and
some broken crockeryware in the recess of the
window. To my astonishment I found ihis
wretched creature to be, to a certain e;{tent, a
“ superior” woman ; she could read and write well,
spoke correctly, and appeared to have been a
person of natural good sensc, though broken up
with age, want, and infirmity, so that she was
characterized by all that dull and hardened
stupidity of manner which I have noticed in the
class. She made the following statement :—
¢ T am about 60 years of age. My father wasa
milkman, and very well off; he had a barn and a
great many cows, I was kept at school till I was
thirteen or fourteen years of age; about that
time my father died, and then I was taken home
to help my mother in the business. After a
while things went wrong; the cows began to die,
and mother, alleging she could not manage the
business herself, married again, I soon found out
the difference. Glad to get away, anywhere out
of the house, I married a sailor, and was very
comfortable with him for some years; as he made
short voyages, and was often at home, and always
eft me half his pay. At last he was pressed,
when at home with me, and sent away; I forget
now where he was sent to, but I never saw him
from that day to this. The only thing I know is
:hat some sailors came to me four or five years
after, and told me that he deserted from the ship
in which he had gone out, and got on board the
Veptune, East Indiaman, bound for Bombay,
whore he acted as boatswain’s mate; some
iittle time afterwards, he had got intoxicated
while the ship was-lying in barbour, and, going
down the side to get into a bumboat, and buy mors
drink, he had fallen overboard and was drowned.
1 =ot some money that was due to him {rom the
india House, and, after that was all gone, I went
5o service, in the Mile-end Toad. There

I stayed for several years, till I met my second
iushand, who was bred to the water, too, but as
a waterman on the river. We did very we]
together for a long time, tiil he lost his health,
He became paralyzed like, and was deprived of
the use of all one side, and nearly lost the sisht
of one of his eyes; this was not very con
spicuous at first, but when we came to get pincheg,
and to be badly off, then any one might have seen
that there was something the maiter with ki
eve. Then we parted with everything we had in the
world ; and, at last, when we had no other means
of living left, we were advised to take to gathering
¢ Pure” At first I couldn’t endure the business;
couldn’t bear to eat a morsel, and I was obliged to
discontinue it for a long time. My husband kep:
at it though, for he could do that well enough,
only he couldn’t walk as fast as he ought. He
couldn’t 1ift his hands as high as his head, but he
managed to work under him, and so put the Pure
in the basket. When I saw that he, poor fellow,
couldn’t make enough to keep us both, I took
heart and went out again, and used to gather
more than he did ; that’s fifteen years ago now;
the times were good then, and we used to do very
well.  If we only gathered a pail-full in the day,
we could live very well; but we could do much
more than that, for there wasn’t near so many at
the business then, and the Pure was easier to be
had. For my part I can’t tell where all the poor
creatures have come from of late years; the world
seems growing worse and worse every day. They
have pulled down the price of Pure, that ’s certain;
but the poor things must do something, they can't
starve while there’s anything to be got. Why,
no later than six or seven years ago, it was s
high as 3s. 64. and 4s. a pail-full, and a ready sale
for as much of it as you could get; but now you
can only get 1s. and in some places ls. 2d, 4
pail-full ; and, as I said before, there are so many
at it, that there is not much left for a poor old
creature like me to find, The men that are stron?
and smart get the most, of course, and some 0
them do very well, at least they manage to live.
Six yvears ago, my husband complained that he
was ill, in the evening, and lay down in the bed—
we lived in Whitechapel then—he took a fit &
coughing, and was smothered in his own }Jlond;
O dear” (the poor old soul here ejaculated), what
troubles 1 have gone through! I had eight chil-
dren at one time, and there is not one oI then:
alive now. My daughter lived to 30 years of
age, and then she died in childbirth, and, Tsmc_e
then, I have had nobody in the wide world ©
care for me—none but myself, all alone as Tam.
After my husband’s death I couldn’t do mauch,
and all my things went away, one by one, unﬁl
I've nothing but bare walls, and that’s ¢
1'eason why 1 was vexed at first at your coming 1t
sit. I was yesterday out all day, and went FOUT
Aldgate, Whitechapel, St. George's East, Stepnet
Bow, and DBromley, and then came home ; aitet
that, I went over to Bermondsey, and th?re Ig“:
only 6d. for my pains. To-day I wasnt out &
all; T wasn't well; 1 kad a bad headacne,.ﬂf-"
172 so much afraid of the fevers that are all 2093
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here—though I don’t Immow why I should be
+fraid of them—I was lying down, when vou
came, to get rid of my pains. There’s such a diz-
siness in my head now, I feel as if it didn’t belong
1o me. No, I have earned no money to-day. I
nave had a piece of dried bread that I steeped in
water to cat. I haven’t eat anything else to-day ;
but, pray, sir, don’t tell anybody of it. I could
never hear the theught of going into the ¢ great
house’ [workhouse] ; I'm so used to the air, that
I’d sooner die in the street, as many I know have
done. I've known several of our people, who
have sat down in the street with their basket
alongside them, and died. I knew one not long
ago, who took ill just as she was stooping down
to gather up the Pure, and fell on her face; she
was taken to the London Hospital, and died at
three o'clock in the morning. I°d sooner die like
them than be deprived of my liberty, and be pre-
vented from going about where I liked. No, I'll
never go into the werkhouse ; my master is kind
to me” [the tanner whom she supplies]. “ When
I'm ill, he sometimes gives me a sixpence; but

<. there’s one gentleman has done us great harm, by
. o 2 -

forcing so many into the business. He’s a poor-
law guardian, and when any poor person applies
for relief, he tells them to go and gather Pure,
and that he’ll buy it of them (for he’s in the
line), and so the parish, you see, dow't have to
give anything, and that’s one way that so many
have come into the trade of late, that the likes of
me can do little or no good at it. Almost every
one I *ve ever known engaged at Pure-finding were
people who svere better off once. I knew a man
who went by the name of Brown, who picked up
Pure for years hefore I went to it; he was a very
quiet man ; he used to lodge in Blue Anchor-yard,
and seldom used to speak to anybody. We two
used to talk together sometimes, but never much.
One morning he was found dead in his bed; it
was of a Tuesday morning, and he was buried
about 12 o'clock on the Friday following. About
G otlock on that afternoon, three or four gentle-
ien came searching all through this place, looking
lor a man named Brown, and offering a reward to
any who would find him out; there was a whole
crowd about them when I came up. One of the
gentlemen said that the man they wanted had lost
the first finger of his right hand, and then I knew
f‘:zat It was the man that had been buried only
tiat morning, Would you believe it, Mr. Brown
¥as a real gentleman all the time, and had
alarge estate, of I don’t know how many thousand
bounds, just left him, and the lawyers had adver-
ft';::fr?‘m]q searched evelj'v.'h.cre for him, but never
ound him, you may say, till he was dead. We
Wscovered that his name was not Brown; he had
2?{:\ ’t?ken thn't rame to hide his resl one, which,
: 0111189, Le did not want any one to know, I've
o lgiiillﬁﬂfilf: 0{; r31im, poor m.:mi and all the misery
o c:o-;e‘:{“-} ’ een spared, if J,l,e good news had
LSOOG R Year or two snoner.
gin-:{;;:tiizfrﬂmﬂ}\;':}l:lnt, 1 Pure-collector, was ori-
et i1 .=:Iz}nch.c:-uer cotton trade, and ]l.(-‘.ld
ative situation in a large country establish-

vhe
nilo

his regular income was 150.. ¢ This,” he says,
T lost through drink and neglect. Ay mastes
was exceedingly kind to me, and has even assisted
me since I left his employ. He bore with me
patiently for many years, but the love of drink
was s0 strong upon me that it was impossible for
him to keep me any longer.” He has often been
drunk, he tells me, for three months together ;
and he i3 now so reduced that he is ashamed to
be seen. When at his master’s it was his duty
to carve and help the other assistants belonging
to the establishment, and his hand used to shake
so violently that he has been ashamed to lift the
gravy spoon.

At breakfast he has {requently waited till all
the young men had left the table before he ven-
tured to taste his tea ; and immediately, when he
was alone, he has bent his head down to his cup
to drink, being utterly incapable of raising it to
his lips. He says he is a living example of the
degrading influence of drink. All his friends
have deserted him. He has suffered enough, he
tells me, to make him give it up. He earned the
week before I saw him 5s. 2d.; and the weck
before that, Gs.

Before leaving me T prevailed upon the man to
“take the pledge.” This is now eighteen months
ago, and I have not seen him since. :

Or Toe Cigir-Exp FINDERS,

THERE are, strictly speaking, none who make a
living by picking up the ends of cigars thrown
away as useless by the smokers in the streets,
but there are very many who employ themselves
from time to timein collecting them. Almostall the
street-finders, when they meet with such things,
pick them up, and keep them in a pocket sct
apart for that purpese. The men allow the ends
to accumulate till they amount to two or three
pounds weight, and then some dispose of them to
person residing in the neighbourhood of Rose-
mary-lane, who buys them all up at from 6d. to
10d. per pound, according to their length and
quality. The long ends are considered the best,
as I am told there is more sound tobacco in them,
uninjured by the moisture of the mouth. The
children of the poor Irish, in particular, sconr
Ratcliff-highway, the Commercial-road, Mile-end-
road, and all the leading thoroughfares of the
LEast, and every place where cigar smokers are
likely to take an evening's promenade. The
quantity that each of them collects is very trifling
indeed —perhaps not more than a handful during
a morning’s search. I am informed, by an intelli-
gent man living in the midst of them, that these
children go out in the morning not only to gather

cigar-ends, but to pick up out of dust bins, and

from amongst rubbish in the streets, the smallest

secraps and crusts of bread, no matter how hard

or filthy they may be. These they put into a

little bag which they carry for the purpose, and,

after they have gone theirroundsand collected what- -
ever they can, they take the cigar-ends to the man

who buys them—sometimes getting not more than

a halfpenny or a penny for their morning’s collec-

Ireng i3 salopv ° T 0F
t. His salary one vear exceeded 2507, and

[

tion. With this they buy a halfpenny or a penny-
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A worth of oatmeal, which they mix up with a large In Naples the sale of cigar-ends is a regular i L__A D THE LONDON POOL,
i guantity of water, and after washing and steeping street-traffic, the street-seller carrying them ina § .

mis
oAt
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the hard and dirty crusts, they put them into the | small box suspended round the neck. In Paris,
pot or kettle and boil all together. Of this mass { also, le Remusseur de Cigares i3 a well-known
the whole family partake, and it often constitutes | occupation : the ends” thus collected are sold as
.1l the food they taste in the course of the day. | cheap tobacco to the poor. In the low lodging-
I have often seen the bone-grubbers eat the black | houses of London the ends, when dried, are cut
and soddened crusts they have picked up out of | up, and frequently vended by the finders to such
the gutter., of their fellow-lodgers as are anxious to enjoy
It would, indeed, be a hopeless task to make | their pipe at the cheapest possible rate.

anv attempt to get at the number of persons who
occyz'lsionalll; or %therwise pick up cigzla)r-ends with Or tue Ozp WooD GATHERERS.

the view of selling them again. For this purpose | Atn that has been said of the cigar-end finders
lmost all who ransack the streets of London for a | may, in a great measure, apply to the wood-
living may be computed as belonging to the class; | gatherers. No one can make a living exclusively
and to these should be added the children of the | by the gathering of wood, and those who do gather
thonsands of destitute Irish who have inundated { it, gather as well rags, bones, and bits of metal,

S JUNERELRE LIS
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the metropolis within the last few years, and who | They gather it, indeed, as an adjunct to their
are to be found huddled together in all the low | other findings, cn the principle that “ every little
neighbourhoods in every cuburb of the City. | helps.” Those, however, who most frequentlylook [
What quantity is collected, or the amount of | for wood are tke very old and feeble, and the very |
money obtained for the ends, there are no means | young, who are both unable to travel far, or to
of ascertaining. carry a heavy burden, and they may occasionally
Tet us, however, make a conjecture. Mhere are | be seen crawling about in the neighbourhood of 53
in round numbers 300,000 inhabited houses in the | any new buildings in the course of construction,or | RO Bl ) £ i , _ RN
metropolis ; and allowing the married people living | old ones in the conrse of demolition, and picking up RN T 1t g il i e L R N et
in apartments to be equal in number to the un- | small odds and ends of wood and chips sweptout } _o T S | e DING= YT Rk N %%‘%ﬁ
married * housekeepers,” we may compute that the | amongst dirt and shavings ; these they deposit ina Sl sl gy SR Ee SR ; %@: \\

umber of families in London is about the same bag or basket which they carry.for that purpose.
a3 the inhabited houses. Assuming one young or Should there happen to be what they call “pull
old gentleman in every ten of these families to | ing-down work,” that is, taking down old houses,
smoke one cigar per diem in the public thorough- | or palings, the place is immediately beset hy a
fares, we have 30,000 cigar-ends daily, or 210,000 | number of wood-gatherers, young and old, and
weekly cast away in the London streets. Now, | in general ail the poor people of the locality join
reckoning 150 cigars to go to 2 pound, we may with them, to obtain “their share of the spoil
assume that each end so cast away weighs about | What the poor get they take home and burn, but
the thousandth part of a pound; consequently | the wood-gatherers sell all they procure for some
the gross weight of the ends flung into the gutter | small trifle.
will, in the course of the week, amount to bout | Some short time ago a portion of the wood-pave:
2 cwt.; and calculating that only a sixth part of | ment in the city was being removed ; a large num
these are picked up by the finders, it follows | ber of the old blocks, which were much worn and
that there is very nearly a ton of refuse tobacco | of no further use, were thrown aside, and became
collected annually in the metropolitan thorough- | the perquisite of the wood-gatherers. During the
fares. ' repair of the street, the spot was constantly b
The aristocratic quarters of the City and the | sieged by a motley mob of men, women, and chil
vicinity of theatres and casinos are the best for | dren, who, in many insiances, struggled and fonght
the cigar-end finders. ~In the Strand, Regent- | for the wood. rejected as worthless. This wood
street, and the more fashionable thoroughfares, | they either sold for a trifle as they got it, or took
T am told, there are many ends picked up; but | home and split, and made into hundles for sl
even in these places they do mnot exclusively | as firewood.
furnish a means of living to any of the finders. All the mudlarks (of whom I shall treat
All the collectors sell them to some other person, specially) pick up wood and chips on the bank of
who acts as middleman in the business. How { the river; these they sell to poor people in ther
he disposes of the ends is unknown, but it is | own neighbourhood.  They sometimes “find
supposed that they are resold fo some of the | large pieces of a greater weight than they @@
large manufacturers of cigars, and go to form the } carry ; in such cases they get some other mi®
component part of a new stock of the “best | lark to help them with the load, and the tW
Havannahs 3 or, in other words, they are worked | “ go halves” in the produce. The only partis
up again to be again castaway, and again collected | among the street-finders who do mot pick up W
by the finders, and so on perhaps, till the millen- | are the Pure-collectors and the gewer-hunters, o0
nium comes. Some suppose them to be cut up and | as they call themselves, shore-workers, both ¢
mized with the common smoking tobacco, and whom pass it by as of no value, o
others that they are used in making snuff. There It is impossible to estimate the quantity
are, 1 am assured, five persons residing in different | wood which is thus gathered, or what the amout!
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Or THE DREDGERS, o RIVER FINDEIRS.

Tuz dredgermen of the Thames, or river finders,
naturally occupy the same place with reference
1o the strees-finders, as the purlmen or river beer-
sellers do to those who get their living by selling
in the streets. It would Dbe in itself a curious
inquiry to trace the origin of the manifeld occu-
pations in which men are found to be engaged in
the present day, and to note how promptly every
cirenmstance and oceurrence was laid held of, asit
Lappened to arise, which appeared to have any
tendency to open up a new occupation, and to
mark the gradual progress, till it becane a regu-
lariv-established  employmeat, followed by a
sep:]mte class of people, fenced round by rules
and customs of their own, and who at length grew
10 be both in their habits and peculiarities plainly
distinet from the other classes among whom they
chanced to be located.

There has been no historian among the dredgers
of the Thames to record the commencement of the
husiness, and the utmost that any of the river-
finders can tell is that his father had been a
dredger, and so had his father before him, and that
that’s the reason why they are dredgers also. But
no such people as dredgers were known on the
Thames in remote days; and before Londen had be-
come an important trading port, where nothing was
likely to be got for the searching, it is not probable
that people would have been induced to search. In
those days, the only things searched for in the river
were the bodies of persons drowned, accidentally
or otherwize, For this purpose, the Thames
fishermen of all others, appeared to be the best
adapted. They were on the spot at all times, and
had various sorts of tackle, such as nets, lines,
hooks, &c. The fishermen <well understood every-
thing connected with the river, such as the various
szts of the tide, and the nature of the bottom, and

the surface, its contents examined, and the object
lost generally recovered.

It is thus apparent that the fishermen of the
Thames were the men originally employed as
dredgermen ; thourh casually, indeed, at first,
and according as circumstances occurred requiring
their services. By degrees, however, as the com-
merce of the river increased, and a greater number
of articles fell overboard from the shipping, they
came to be more frequently called into requisition,
and so they were naturally led to adopt the
dredging as part and parcel of their business.
Thus it remains to the present day.

The fishermen all serve a regular apprentice-
ship, as they say themselves, “ duly and troly”
for seven years. During the time of their ap-
prenticeship they are (or rather, in former times
they were) obliged to sleep in their master's boat
at night to take care of his property, and were
subject to many other curious regulations, which
are foreign to this subject.

I have said that the fishermen of the Thames
to the present day unite the dredging to their
proper calling. By this I mean that they employ
themselves in fishing during the summer and
autumn, either from Barking Creek downwards,
or from Chelsea Reach upwards, catching dabs,
flounders, eels, and other sorts of fish for the
London inarkets. But in winter when the days
are short and cold, and the weather stormy, they
prefer stopping at home, and dredging the bed of
the river for anything they may chance to find.
There are others, however, who have started
wholly in the dredging line, there being no hin-
drance or impediment to any one doing so, nor any
licence required for the purpose : these dredge the
river winter and summer alike, and are, in fact,
the only real dredgermen of the present day
living solely by that oceupation.

There are in all about 100 dredgermen at work
on the river, and these are located as follows :—

tth,;' were therefore on such occasions invariably Dredger-
appiied to for these purposes. men.

t 13 known to alf wgo remember anything of From Putney 20 Vaushall there are . 20
Qld Lendon Bridge, that at certain times of the From Vaushall to London-n:udge . - %0
tide, in consequence of the velocity with which Erom London-brn?ge to De?uford .o ;0
the water rushed through the narrow apertures And from Deptford to Gravesend . . 20
wnich the arches then afforded for its passage, 'i'(')‘a‘

o bring a boat in safety through the bridge
was a feat to be attempted only by the skilfuland
experienced, This feat was known as * shoot-
2" London Bridge; and it was no unusnal
thing for accidents to happen even to the most
expert. In fact, numerous accidents occurred at
this bridge, and at such times valuable articles
Were sometimes lost, for which high rewards were
offered to the finder. Here again the fishermen
came into requisition, the small drag-net, which
they used while rowing, offering itself for the
purpose; for, by fixing an iron frame round the
mouth of the dragmet, this part of it, from its
Specific gravity, sunk first to the bottom, and con-
Stquently scraped along as they pulled forward,
tollecting into the net everything that came in its
way ; when it was nearly filled, which the rower
elways knew by the weight, it was hauled up to

All these reside, in general, on the south
side of the Thames, the two places most fre-
quented by them being Lambeth and Rother-
hithe. They do not, however, confine themselves
to the neighbourhoods wherein they reside, but
extend their operations to all parts of the river,
where it is likely that they may pick up any-
thing; and it is perfectly marvellous with what
rapidity the intelligence of any accident calculated
to afford them employment is spread among them;
for should a loaded coal barge be sunk over night,
by daylight the mext morning every dredgerman
would be sure to be upon the spot, prepared to
collect what he could from the wreck at the
bottom of the river. '

The hoats of the dredgermen are of a peculiar
shape. They have no stern, but are the same
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fore and aft. They are called Peter boats, Dbut
not one of the men with whom I spoke had the
least idea as to the origin of the name. These boats
are to be had at almost all prices, according to their
condition and age—from 30s. to 207, The boats
used by the fishermen dredgermen are decidedly
the most valuable, One with the other, perhaps
the whole may average 107 each; and this sum
will give 10G0Z as the value of the entire number.
A complete set of tackle, including drags, will
cost 27., which comes to 200/ for all hands; and
thus we have the sum of 1200/ as the amount
of capital invested in the dredging of the Thames.
It is by no means an easy matter to form any
estimate of the earnings of the dredgermen, as they
are a matter of mere chance. In former years,
when Indiamen and all the foreign shipping lay
in the river, the river finders were in the habit of
doing a good business, not only in their own line,
through the greater quantities of rope, bones, and
other things which then were thrown or fell over-
board, but they also contrived to smuggle ashore
great quantities of tobacco, tea, spirits, and other
contraband articles, and thought it a bad day’s
work when they did mot earn a pound inde-
pendent of their dredging. An old dredger told
me he had often in those days made 5l before
breakfast time. After the excavation of the va-
rious docks, and after the larger shipping had
departed from the river, the finders were obliged
to content themselves with the chances of mere
dredging ; and even then, I am informed, they
were in the habit of earning one week with
another throughout the year, about 23s. per week,
each, or 65007, per annum among all. Latterly,
however, the earnings of these men have greatly
fallen off, especially in the summer, for then they
cannot get so guod a price for the coal they find
as in the winter—6d. per bushel being the sum-
mer price ; and, as they consider three bushels a
good day’s work, their earnings at this period of
the year amount only to 1s. 6d. per day, except-
ing when they happen fo pick up some bones or
pieces of metal, or to find a dead body for whick
there is a reward. In the winter, however, the
dredgermen can readily get 1s. per bushel for all
the coals they find ; and far more coals are to be
found then than in summer, for there are more
colliers in the river, and far more accidents at
that season. Coal barges are often sunk in the
winter, and on such occasions they make a good
harvest. Moreover there is the finding of bodies,
for which they not only get the reward, but 5s,
which they call inquest money; together with
many other chances, such as the finding of money
and valuables among the rubbish they bring up
from the bottom; but as the last-mentioned are
accidents happening throughout the year, I am
inclined to think that they have understated the
amount which they are in the habit of realizing
even in the summer.

The dredgers, as a class, may be said to be
altogether uneducated, not half a dozen out of
the whole number being able to read their own
name, and only oné or two to write it; this se-

prodigies. ¢ Lor’ bless you!” said one, “I on'y
wish you’d ear Bill S read ; I on’y jist wish
you'd ’ear him. Why that ere Bill can read
faster nor a dog can trot. And, what’s more, I
seed him write an ole letter hisself, evry word on
it | What do you think o’ that now ¥ The igno-
rance of the dredgermen may be accounted for
by the men taking so early to the water; the
bustle and excitement of the river being far more
attractive to them than the routine of a school,
Almost as soon as they are able to do anything,
the dredgermen’s boys are taken by their fathers
afloat to assist in picking out the coals, bones,
and other things of any use, from the midst of
the rubbish brought up in their dragnets; or else
the lads are sent on board as assistants to one ar
other of the fishermen during their fishing voy-
ages. When once engaged in this way it has been
found impossibleafterwards to keep the youths from
the water; and if they have learned anything
previously they very soon forget it.

It might be expected that the dredgers, in a
manner depending on chance for their livelihood,
and leading a restless sort of life on the water,
would closely resemble the costermongers in their
habits ; but itis far otherwise. There can beno two
classes more dissimilar, except in their hatred of
restraint. The dredgers are sober and steady;
gambling is unknown amongst them; and they
are, to an extraordinary degree, laborious, perse-
vering, and patient. They are in general men of
short stature, but square built, strong, and capable
of enduring great fatigue, and have a silent and
thoughtful look. Being almost always alone, and
studying how they may best succeed in finding
what they seek, marking the various sets of the
tide, and the direction in which things falling
into the water at a particnlar place must neces-
sarily be carried, they become the very opposite
to the other river people, especially to the water-
men, who are brawling and clamorous, and de-
light in continually “ chaffing” each other. In
consequence of the sober and industrious habits
of the dredgermen their homes are, as they sy,
 pretty fair” for working men, though there 13
nothing very luxurious to be found in them, nor
indeed anything beyond what is absolutely ne
cessary. After their day’s work, especially if
they have ** done well,” these men smoke a pipe
over a pint or two of beer at the nearest public
house, get home early to bed, and if the tide
answers may be found on the river papently
dredging away at two or three o'clock in the
morning. )

Whenever a loaded coal barge happens to sink,
as I have already intimated, it is surprising how
short a time elapses before that part of the rivet
is alive with the dredgers. They flock thither
from all parts. The river on such occasions pre-
gents a very animated appearance, At first they
are all in a group, and apparently in confusion,
crossing and re-crossing each other’s course; some
with their oars pulled in while they examine tie
contents of their nets, and empty the coals i
the bottom of their boats; others rowing and

lect few. are considered by the rest as perfect

tugging against the stream, to obtain an adval
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tareous position for the next cast; and when
thev consider they have found this, down go the
dredging-nets to the bottom, and away they row
arain with the stream, as if pulling for a wager,
#ill they find by the weight of their net that it is
full ; then they at once stop, haul 1t to the sur-
face, and commence another course. Others who
have been successfil in getting their boats loaded
may be seen pushing away from the main body,
and making towards the shore. Here they busily
employ ihemselves, with what belp they can get,
in emptying the boat of her cargo—ecarrying it
ashore in old coal baskets, bushel measures, or any-
thing else which will suit their purpose; and when
thiz is completed they pull out again to join their
comrades, and commence afresh. They continue
working thus till the returning tide puts an end
10 their Jabours, but these are resumed after the
tide has fallen to a certain depth ; and so they go
en, working night and day while there is anything
io be got.

The dredgerman and his boat may be imme-
diately distinguished from all others; there is
nothing similar to them on the river. The sharp
eurwater fore and aft, and short rounded appear-
ance of the vessel, marks it out at once from the
skiff or wherry of the waterman. There is, too,
always the appearance of labour about the boat,
like a ship returning after a long voyage, daubed
and filthy, and looking sadly in need of a tho-
rough cleansing. The grappling irons are over
the bow, resting on a coil of rope; while the other
end of the boat is filled with coals, bones, and
old rope, mixed with the mud of the river. The
ropes of the dredging-net hang over the side. A
shprt stout fizure, with a face soiled and blackened
with perspiration, and surmounted by a tarred
sow-wester, the body habited in a soiled check
shirt, with the sleeves turned up above the elbows,
and exhibiting a pair of sunburnt brawny arms, is
puiling at the seulls, not with the ease and light-
ness of the waterman, but toiling and tugging
away like a galley slave, as he scours the bed of
the river with his dredging-net in search of some
hoped-for prize,

“l"h_e dredgers, as was before stated, are the men
}'-'”no]hnd almost all the bodies of persons drowned.
it tiere be a reward offered for the recovery of a
vody, numbers of the dredgers will at once en-
dcnvopr to obtain it, while if there be no reward,
thereis at least the inquest money to be had—
beside other chances. What these chances are
may be inferred from the well-known fact, that
?00 lﬁi‘i}’ recovered by a dredgerman ever happens
., have any money about it, when brought to
;ii}-’i‘istc?::re nll{ay, indeed, be.a wateh in thp fob
b be tr';c poc %t, for that article would be likely
Pﬁcket-bo;keaf' ; bere may, too, be a purse or
vatially. e ?tt 1cc;61l:1ng, hut somehoWL it is in-
Tensoning Or‘i;‘i- e dredgers cannot by any
there is c"n‘\'t(hi:l;u;'gflt lé( made to f:ompmhelrd that
pockers O.E:Ld ng like lr71‘shonestv\'_1n emptying the
L adead man. They consider them as their

had all the trouble and labour, they allege that
they have a much better right to whatever is to
be got, than the police who have had nothing what-
ever to do with it. There are also people who
shrewdly suspect that some of the coals from the
barges lying in the river, very often find their way
into the dredgers’ boats, especially when the
dredgers are engaged in night-work; and there
are even some who do not hoeld them guiltless of,
now and then, when opportunity offers, smuggling
things ashore from many of the steamers coming
from foreign parts. DBut such things, I repeat,
the dredgers consider in the fair way of their
business.

One of the most industrious, and I helieve one
of the most skilful and successful of this peculiar
class, gave me the following epitome of his history.

“ Father was a dredger, and grandfather afore
hiym ; grandfather was a dredger and a fisherman
too. A’most as soon as I was able to crawli, father
took me with him in the boat to help him to pick
the coals, and bones, and other things out of the
net, and to use me to the water. When I got bigger
and stronger, I was sent to the parish school, but
I didn’t like it half as well "as the boat, and
couldn’t be got to stay two days together. At last
I went above bridge, and went along wiih a fish-
erman, and used to sleep in the boat every night.
I liked to sleep in the boat; I used to be as com-
fortable as could be, Lor bless you! there’s a tilt
to them boats, and no rain can’t git at you. I used
to lie awake of a night in them times, and listen
to the water slapping ag’in the boat, and think it
fine fun. I might a got bound "prentice, but I got
aboard a smack, where I stayed three or four
year, and if I'd a stayed there, I'd a liked 1t
much better. But I heerd as how father was ill,
so I com'd heme, and took to the dredging, and
am at it off and on ever since. I goi no larnin)
how conld I? There’s on’y one or two of us
dredgers as knows anything of larnin’, and they ‘re
no better off than the rest. Larnin’s no use to a
dredger, he hasn't gof no time to read ; and if he
had, why it wouldn't tell him where the holes and
furrows i3 at the bottom of ilie river, and where
things is to be found. To be sure there’s holes
and furrows at the bottom. I know a good many.
I know a furrow off Lime'us Point, uno wider
nor the dredge, and I can go there, and when
others can’t git anything but stones and mud, I
can git four or five bushel o’ coal. You see they lay
there ; they get in with the set of the tide, and
can’t git out so easy like. Dredgers don’t do so
well now as they used to do. You know Pelican
Stairs? well, before the Docks was built, when
the ships lay there, I could go under Pelican Pler
and pick mp four or five shilling of 2 morning.
What was that tho’ to father? I hear him say he
often made 5/ afore breakfast, and nobedy ever
the wiser. Them were fine times! there was a
zood livin® to Dbe picked up en the water them
davs. Alout ten vear ago, the fishermen at
Lambeth, them as sarves their time ‘duly and

fust -
-ﬁ;éhper(lu}altes. They say that any one who
5a body dees precisely the same, and that if :

the" an 5 Py 3
¥ did net doso the police would. After having i

truly’ thonght to put us off the water, and went
afore the Lord Mavor, but they couldnt do no-
think afterall. They do better nor us, as they go
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fishin’ all the summer, when the dredgin’ is bad, |
and come back in winier. Some on us down
here” [Rotherhithe] “aop a deal-portering 1n the
summer, or unloading ’1atoes, oOr an;\"tl,mxg else
we can get; when we have nothm, else to
do, we go on the river Father don’t dredge
now, he’s too old for that ; 1t takes a man to _b,e
strong to dredge, so father goes to ship scrapin.
He on'y sits on a plank outside the s‘{up, and
scrapes off the old tar with a scraper. We docs very
well for all that—why he can make his half _abull
a day [2s. 64.] when he gits work, but that’s not
always; howsomever I helps the old man at
times, when I’°m able. I’ve found a good many
bodies, I got a many rewards, and 2 tidy bit
of inquest money. There ’s bs. _Gd. inquest money
at Rotherhithe, and on’y a shillin’ at Deptford; 1
can’t make out how that is, but that’s all they
give, T know. Inever finds anythink on_the.bodle.s.
Lor bless you! people don’t have anythink in thelr
pockets when they gits drowned, they arc mot
such fools asall that. Do yousee them two marks
there on the back of my hand? Well, one day—I1
was on'y young then—1I was grabblin’ for old rope
sn Church Hole, when I brings up 2 body, apd
just as I was fixing the rope on his leg to tow him
ashore, two swells comes down in a skiff, and lays
hold of the painter of my boat, and tows me
ashore. The hook of the drag went right thro
the trowsers of the drowned man and my hand,
and I couldn’t let go mo how, and tho’ I roared
out like mad, the swells didn't care, but dragged
me into the stairs, When Igot there, my arm,
and the corpse’s shoe and trowsers, was all kivered
with my bloed. What do you think the gents
said 2—why, they told me as how they had done
me good, in towin’ the body in, and ran away up
the stairs. Tho’ times ain’t near so gooc’l as they
was, 1 manages purty tidy, and hasn’t got no

occasion to hollor much ; but there ’s some of the
dredgers as would hollor, if they was ever so well
off.”

OF THE SEWER-HUNTERS.

SoxE few years ago, the main sewers, having their
outlets on the river side, were completely open,
so that any person desirous of exploring their
dark and uninviting recesses might enter at the
river side, and wander away, provided he could
withstand the combination of villanous stenches
which met him at every step, for many miles,
in any direction. At that time it was thing of
very frequent occurrence, especially at the spring
tides, for the water to rush into the sewers,
pouring through them like a torrent, and then
to burst up through the gratings into the
streets, flooding all the low-lying districts in the
cicinitv of the river, till the streetis of Shadwell
and Wapping resembled 2 Duteh town, inter-
sected by a series of muddy canals, Of late,
however, to, remedy this defect, the Commission-
ers have had a strong brick wall built within
the entrance to the several sewers. In each of
these brick walls there is an opening covered by a
strong iron door, which bangs from the top and

of the water and other filth on the inner side,
forces it back and allows the contents of the sewer
to pass into the river, whilst when the tide rises
the door is forced so close against the wall by
the pressure of the water outside that none can
by any possibility enter, and thus the river
reighbourhoods are secured from the deluges which
were herctofore of such frequent occurrence.
Were it mot a notorious fact, it might perhaps
be thought impossible, that men could he found
who, for the chance of obtaimng a living of some
sort or other, would, day after day, and year after
vear, continue to travel through these underground
channels for the offscouring of the city ; but such
s the case even at the present moment. In
former times, however, this custom prevailed much
more than now, for in those days the sewers
were entirely open and pr_escnted no obstacle to
any one desirous of entering them. Many won-
drous tales are still told among the people of men
having lost their way in the sewers, and of har-
ing wandered among the filthy passages—their
lights extingnished by the noisome vapours—til,
faint and overpowered, they dropped down and
died on the spot. Other stories are told of sewer
hunters beset by myriads of enormous rats, and
slaying thousands of them in their struggle for
life, till at length the swarms of the savage things
overpowered them, and in a few days afterwards
their skeletons were discovered picked to the very
bones. Since the iron doors, however, have been
placed on the main sewers a prohibition has beer
issued against entering them, and a reward of 3l.
offered to any person giving information so as to
lead to the conviction of any offender. Neverthe-
less many still travel through these foul laby
rinths, in search of such valuables as may have
found their way down the drains. _
The persons who are in the habit of searching
the sewers, call themselves © shore-men” or “shore
workers.” They belong, in a certain degree, © the
same class as the ©mud-larks,” that is to say, they
travel through the mud along shore in the neigh-
bourhood of ship-building and ship-breaking yards,
for the purpose of picking up copper nails, boFtS,
iron, and old rope. The shore-men, howeves,
do not collect the lumps of coal and wood they
meet with on their way, but leave them as the
proper perquisites of the mud-larks, The sewer
hunters were formerly, and indeed are still, called

pick up in the course of their wanderings a]m;g
shore being known among themselves ].))' tl.e
general term © tosh,” a word more particularly
applied by them to anything made . of c0ppif;
These * Toshers” may be seen, especially on 1
Swrrey side of the Thames, habited in long {::,TEII:."
velveteen coats, furnished with pockets of vast cap®
city, and their nether limbs encased in dirty can"»gi
trowsers, and any old slops of shoes, that may b°
fit only for wading throngh the mud. They CHT.F.:I
a bag on their back,and in their hand 2 pole se3 Cl
or eight fect long, on one end of v:r‘mch thereqr;
a large iron hee. The uses of this mstrumen.t‘ :
various ; with it they try the ground wherevel

is s arranged that when the tide is low the rush

" ta =hen
appears unsafe, before venturing on if, and; *

by the name of ¢ Toshers,” the articles which they -
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assured of its safety, walk forward steadying their
footsteps with the staff.  Should they, as often
happens, even 1o the most experienced, sink in
gome quagmire, they immediately throw ont the
long pole armed with the hoe, which is always
Lield nppermost for this purpose, and with it seizing
Liold of any object within their reach, ave thereby
ombled to  draw  themselves out ; without
the pole, however, their danger would be
greater, for the more they strugzled fo extricate
themselves from such places, the deeper they
would sink; and even with it, they might perish,
Tam told, in some part, if there were nobody at
hand to render them assistance. Finally, they
make use of this pole to rake about the mud
when searching for iron, copper, rope, and bones.
They mostly exhibit great skill in discovering
these things in unlikely places, and have a know-
ledge of the various sets of the tide, calculated to
eairy articles to particular points, almost equal to
the dredgermen themselves. Alihough they can-
not “pick up” as much now as they formerly
did, they are still able to make what they eall a
fair living, and can afford to look down with a
species of aristocratic contempt on the puny efforts
of their less fortunate brethren the “mudlarks.”
To enter the sewers and explore them to any
considerable distance is considered, even by those
acquainted with what is termed “working the
shores,” an adventure of no small risk, There are
a variety of perils to be encountered in such
places, The brick-work in many parts—especially
in the old sewers—has become rotten through the
continual action of the putrefying matter and
moisture, and parts have fallen down and choked
up the passage with heaps of rubbish; over these
obstructions, nevertheless, the sewer-hunters have
to scramble “in the best way they can.” In
such parts they are careful not to touch the brick-
work over head, for the slightest tap might
bring down an avalanche of old bricks and
earth, and severely injure them, if not bury them
in the rubbish, Since the construction of the
new sewers, the old ones are in general aban-
doned by the *hunters;” but in many places the
former channels crossand re-cross those recently con-
structed, and inthe old sewers a personisvery likely
tolose his way. It is dangerous to venture far into
any of the smaller sewers branching off from the
muin, for in this the “ hunters” have to stoop low
down in order to proceed ; and, from the confined
space, there are often accumulated in such places,
large quantities of foul air, which, as onc of them
ft"‘ted, will # cause instantious death.” Moreover,
2ar {rom there being any romance in the tales told
of the rats, these vermin are really numerous and
formidable in the sewers, and have been known,
am assured, to attack men when alone, and
e"-}‘:l sometimes when accompanied by others,
:‘hlzsl suc}} {lury that the peo[‘)le have escaped from
feroci wit difficaity.  They are particutarly
focious and dangerous, if they be driven into
:igl?\\f:i(l)ln}er whence they cannot escape, when
e mmmediately fly at any one that opposes
progress. I received a similar account to

are moreover, in some quarters, ditches or trenches
which are filled as the water rushes up the sewers
with the tide; in these ditches the water 15 1e-
tained by a sluice, which is shut down at high
tide, and lifted again at low tide, when it rushes
down the sewers with all the violence of a
mountain tforrent, sweeping everything before it.
If the sewer-hunter be not close to seme branch
sewer, so that he can run into it, whenever the
opening of these sluices takes place, he must in-
evitably perish. The trenches or water reser-
voirs for the cleansing of the sewers are chiefly on
the south side of the river, and, as a proof of the
areat danger to which the sewer-hunters are ex-
posed in such cases, it may be stated, that not
very long ago, a sewer on the south side of the
Thames was opened to be repaired ; a longladder
reached to the bottom of the sewer, down which
the bricklayer’s labourer was going with a hod of
bricks, when the rush of water from the sluice,
struck the bottom of the ladder, and instantly
swept away ladder, labourer, and all.  The brick-
layer fortunately was enjoying his “ pintand pipe”
at a neighbouring public-house. The labourer was
found by my informant, a ¢ shore-worker,” near
the mouth of the sewer quite dead, battered, and
disfigured in a frightful manner. There was like-
wise great danger in former times from the rising
of the tide in the sewers, so that it-was necessary
for the shore-men to have quitted them before the
water had got any height within the entrance.
At present, however, this is obviated in those
sewers where the main is furnished with an iron
door towards the river.

The shore-workers, when about to enter the
sewers, provide themselves, in addition to the long
hoe already described, with a canvas apron, which
they tie round them, and a dark lantern similar to
a policeman’s ; this they strap before them on their
right breast, in such a manner that on removing the
shade, the bull's-eye throws the light straight for-
ward when they are in an erect position,and enables
them to see everything in advance of them for
some distance ; but when they stoop, it throws the
light directly under them, so that they can then
distinctly see any object at their feet. The
sewer-hunters usually go in gangs of three or four
for the sake of company, and in order that they
may be the better able to defend themselves from
the rats. The old hands.who have been often up
(and every gang endeavours to include at least one
experienced person), travel a long distance, not
only through the main sewers, but also through
many of the branches. Whenever the shore-men
come near a street grating, they close their lanterns
and watch their opportunity of gliding silently
past unobserved, for otherwise a crowd might
collect over head and intimate to the policeman on
duty, that there were persons wandering in the
sewers below. The shore-workers never take
dogs with them, lest their barking when hunting
the rats might excite attention. As the men go
along they search the bottom of the sewer, raking
away the mud with their hoe, and pick, from be-
tween the crevices of the brick-work, money, or

this fy
his from ope of the London flushermen. There

anything else that mav have lodged there. There
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are in many parts of the sewers holes where the
brick-work has been worn away, and in these holes
clusters of articles are found, which have been
washed into them from time to time, and Perhaps
been collecting there for years; such as pieces of
iron, nails, various scraps of metal, coins of every
description, all rusted info a mass like a rock, and
weighing from a half hundred to two hun’c’h‘ed
weight altogether. These conglomerates” of
metal are too heavy for the men to take out of the
sewers, so that if unable to break. them up, they
are compelied to leave them be.hmd; and there
are very many such masses, I am informed, lying In
the sewers at this moment, of immense weight, and
erowing larger every day by continual additions.
The shore-men find great guantities of money—
of copper money especially ; sometimes they dive
their arm down to the elbow in the mud and
flth and bring up shillings, sixpences, half-crowns,
and occasionally halfsovereigns and sovereigns.
Theyv always find the coins standing edge upper-
most between the bricks in the bottom, where the
mortar has been worn away. The sewer-hunters
occasionally find plate, such as spoons, lndles, silver-
handled Lnives and forks, mugs and drinking
cups, and now and then articles of jewellery ; but
even while thus “ in luck” as they call it, they do
not omit to fill the bags on their backs with the
more cumbrous articles they meet with—such as
metals of every description, rope and bones. There
is alwavs a great quantity of these things to be
met with in the sewers, they being continually
washed down from the cesspools and drains of the
houses. When the sewer-hunters consider they
have searched long enough, or when they have
found as much as they can conveniently take
away, the gang leave the sewers and, adjourning to
the mearest of their homes, count ouf the money
they have picked up, and proceed to dispose of the
old metal, bones, rope, &c.; this done, they then, as
they term it, “ whack” the whole lot; that is,
they divide it equally among all hands. At these
divisions, I am assured, it frequently occurs that
pach member of the gang will realise from 30s. to
97 —this at least was a frequent occurrence EOINC
few years ago. Oflate, however, the shore-men are
obliged to use far more caution, as the police, and
especially those connected with the river, who are
more on the alert, as well as many of the coal-
merchants in the neighbourhood of the sewers,
would give information if they saw any suspicious
persons approaching them. )

The principal localities 1n which the shore-
hunters reside are in Mint-square, Nint-street,
and Kent-street, in the Borough—Snow's-fields,
Bermondsey—and that never-failing Tocality be-
tween the London Docks and Rosemary-lane
which appears to be a concentration of all the
misery of the kingdom. There were known to
be a few years ago nearly 200 sewer-hunters,
or  toshers,” and, incredible as 1t may appear, 1
have satisfied myself that, taking one week with
another, they could not be said to make much
short of 2. per week. Their probable gains, I
was told, were about 6s. per day all the year

the sewers of London would have amounted o
no less than 20,0000, per annum, which would
make the amount of property lost down the draing
of each house amount to ls. 4d. a year. The
shore-hunters of the present day greatly com-
plain of the recent restrictions, and inveigh
in no measured terms against the constituted
authorities. * They won’t let us in to work the
shores,” say they, *’cause there ’s a little danger,
They fears as how we Il get s:xftocateq, at least
they tells us so; but they don't care if we get
starved ! mo, they doesn’t mind nothink  about
that.”
It is, however, more than suspected that these
men find plenty of means to evade the vigilance
of the sewer officials, and continue quietly to repp
a considerable harvest, gathered whence it might
otherwise have rotted in obscurity.
The sewer-hunters, strange as 1i may appe,
are certainly smart fellows, and ’Eslke decided
precedence of all the other ® finders " of Londu,
whether by land or water, both on account of the
greater amount of their earnings, and the kil
and courage they manifest in the pursuit of their
dangerous employment. But like all who make
a living as it were by a game of chance, plodding,
carefulness, and saving habits cannot be reckoned
among their virtues; they are improvident, even
to a proverb. With their gamns, superior even to
those of the better-paid artizans, and far beyond
the amount received by many clerks, who haw
to maintain a “respectable appearance,” the shose
men might, with but ordinary prudence, live
well, have comfortable homes, and even be abl.e
to save sufficient to provide for themselves in their
old age. Their practice, however, 13 dn'fctly the
reverse. They no sooner make a haul,” as they
say, than they adjourn to some low pubhc-houg::
in the neighbourhood, and seldom leave ti
empty pockets and hungry stomachs drive then
forth to procure the means for a fresh debauch
It is principally on this account that, despie
their large gains, they are to be found located 1t
the most wretched quarter of the metropols.
It might be supposed that the sewer-huntes
(passing much of their time I the midst of ti¢
noisome vapours generated by the sewers, tne
odour of which, escaping npwards from the gﬁﬁl
ings in the streets, is dreaded and shl.m.negi by &
as something pestilential) would exhibit 1n ﬂllxm'r
pallid faces the unmistakable ejnc?enee of t;ll_
unhealthy employment. But this 1s far from ! rﬂ
fact. Strange to say, the sewer-hunters are strotfi
robust, and healthy men, generally florid in the}:_
complexion, while many of them know 1111211‘-’:’
only by name.- Some of the elder men, who e:n
the gangs when exploring the sewers, are be?t{he
60 and 80 years of age, and have followe ;
employment during their whole lives. Theme

: {
appear to have a fixed belief that the odour?
[ ways ¥

the sewers contributes in a variety 0
their general health ; nevertheless, they

gas.

cound. At this rate the property recovered from

I found one of these men, from whom I der
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much information, and who is really an active
intelligent man, in a court off Rosemary-lane.
Access is gained to this court through a dark
narrew entrance, scarcely wider than a doorway,
running  beneath the first floor of one of the
houses in the adjoining street. The court itself is
about 50 yards long, and not more than three
vards wide, surrounded by lofty wooden houses,
with jutting abutments in many of the upper
stories that almost exclude the light, and give them
the appearance of being about to tumble down
upon the heads of the intruders. This court is
denscly inhabited ; every room has its own family,
more or less in number; and in many of them,
I am assured, there are two families residing, the
better to enable the one to whom the room is let
1o pay the rent. At the time of my visit, which
was in the evening, after the inmates had returned
from their various employments, some quarrel had
arisen among them. The court was so thronged
with the friends of the contending individuals and
spectators of the fight that I was obliged to stand
at the entrance, unable to force my way through
the dense multitude, while labourers and street-
folk with shaggy heads, and women with dirty
caps and fuzzy bair, thronged every window
above, and peered down anxiously at the affray.
There must have been some hundreds of people
collected there, and yet all were inhabitants of
this very court, for the noise of the quarrel had
not yet reached the street. On wondering at the
number, my informant, when the noise had ceased,
explained the matter as follows: “ You see, sir,
there ’s more than 30 houses in this here court,
and there’s not less than eight rooms in every
house ; now there’s nine or ten people in some of
the rooms, I knows, but just say four in every
room, and calculate what that there comes to.” I
did, and found it, to my surprise, to be 960.

“Well,” continued my informant, chuckling and
rubbing his hands in evident delicht at the re-
sult, “you may as well just tack a couple a
hundred on to the tail o’ them for make-weight,
a3 we’re mot werry pertikler about a hundred
o two one way or the other in these here
places.”

In this court, up three flights of narrow stairs
that creaked and trembled at every footstep, and

n an iil-furnished parret, dwelt the shore-worker
—-aman who, had he been careful, according to

his own account at least, might have money in the

h:mI:: and be the proprietor of the house in which

he 11\"ed. The sewer-hunters, like the street-people,

are ail known by some peculiar nickname, derived

c}_““ﬁ}' from some personal characteristic. It

‘-‘;Dl_lld .be a waste of time to inquire for them by

:‘;'i‘i: tﬁié‘;ht na.mes, even if you were acquainted

. intélllT‘l:r for none elsg would know them, and

tained - 1::311_00 concerning them could be ob-

Lons B W 81(3 under ‘the title of Lanky Bill,

the\'o'u-erllfj I-le-eyed George, Short-armed Jack,

5 @€ knowin to every one.

,m:" mfﬂl‘nh’{.}t, who is also dignified with a title,

i)ilea}ollll[; ;1_115 ita“ hanfd‘le' to his name,” gave me

A g account of himself : “ I was born in

came to London, The first thing I remembers is
being down on the shore at Cuckold’s P'int, when
the tide was out and up to my knees in mud, and
a gitting down deeper and deeper every minute till
I was picked up by one of the shore-workers. I
used to git down there every day, to look at the
ships and boats a sailing up and down ; I’d niver
be tired a looking at them at that time. At last
father 'prenticed me toa blacksmith in Bermondsey,
and then I couldn’t git down o the river when 1
liked, so I got to hate the forge and the fire, and
blowing the bellows, and couldn’t stand the con-
Jinement no kow,—at last I cuis and runs. After
some time they gits me back ag’in, but I cutsag’in.
I was determined not to stand it. I wouldn't go
home for fear I°d be sent back, so I goes down to
Cuckold’s P’int and there I sits near half the day,
when who should I see but the old un as had
picked me up out of the mud when I was a
sinking. I tells him all about it, and he takes me
home along with hisself, and gits me a bag and an
o, and takes me out next day, and shows me
what to do, and shows me the dangerous places,
and the places what are safe, and how to rake in
the mud for rope, and bones, and iron, and that’s
the way I comed to be a shore-worker. Lor’ bless
you, I’ve worked Cuckold’s P’int for more nox
twenty year. I know places where you’'d go over
head and ears in the mud, and jist alongside on
‘em you may walk as safe as you can on this floor.
But it don’t do for a stranger to try it, he’d wery
soon git in, and it’s mot so easy to git out agin,
I can tell you. I stay’d with the old un a long
time, and we used to git lots o’ tin, specially when
we’d go to work the sewers. I liked that well
enough. I could git into small places where the
old un couldn’t, and when 1’d got near the grating
in the street, I ’d search about in the bottom of the
sewer; 1°d put down my arm to my shoulder in
the mud and bring up shillings and half-crowns,
and lots of coppers, and plenty other things. I
once found a silver jug as big as a quart pot, and
often found spoons and knives and forks and every
thing you can think of. Bless your heart the
smells nothink ; it’s a roughish smell at first, bus
nothink near se bad as you thinks, ’cause, you
see, there’s sich lots o' water always a coming
down the sewer, and the air gits in from the
gratings, and that helps fo sweeten it a bit.
There’s some places, ‘specially in the old sewers,
where they say there’s foul air, and they tells me
the foul air "ill cause instantious death, but I niver
met with anythink of the kind, and I think if
there was sich a thing I should know somethink
about it, for I’ve worked the sewers, off and on,
for twenty year. When we comes to & narrow-
place as we don't know, we takes the candle out
of the lantern and fastens it on the hend of the
o, and then runs it up the sewer, and if the light
stays in, we knows as there a'n’t no danger. We
used to go up the city sewerat Blackiriars-bridge,
but that’s stopped up now ; it’s bearded across
inside. The city wouldn't let us up it they knew
it, ‘cause of the danger, they say, but they don’s

rini \ - )
mngham, but afore I recollects anythink, we

care if we hav'n't got nothink to eat nor a place to
put our heads in, while there’s plenty of money
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Iving there and good for nobody. If you was
caught up it and brought afore the Lord Mayor,
he'd give you fourteen days en it, as safe as the
bellows, so & good mauy on us now 15 afraid to
wenture in. We don’t wenture as we used to,
but still it’s done at times. There ’s a many places
s T knows on where the bricks has fallen down,
and that there’s dangerous; it's so delaberated
that if you touches it with your head or with the
hend of the o, it ‘ill all come down atop o you.
1 ’ve often seed as many as a hundred rats at once,
and they 're woppers in the sewers, I can tell you;
them there water rats, too, is far more ferociouser
than any other rats, and they’d think nothink of
tackling a man, if they found they couldn’t get
away no how, but if they can why they runs byand
gits out o' the road. I knowsa chap as the rats
sackled in the sewers ; they bit him hawfully : you
must ha' heard on it; it was him as the water-
men went in arter when they heard him a shouting
as they was a rowin’ by. Only for the watermen
the rats would ha’ done for him, safe enough. Do
you recollect hearirg on the man as was found in
the sewers about twelve year ago 2—oh you must—
the rats eat every bit of him, and left nothink but
his bones. I knowed him well, he was a rig'lar
shore-worker.

¢ Mhe rats is wery dangerous, that’s sartain, but
we always goes three or four on us together, and
the varmint’s too wide awake to tackle us then,
for they know they’d git off second best. You can
a0 a long way in the sewers if you like; I don't
Lnow how far. I niver was at the end on
them myself, for a cove can’t stop in longer than
six or seven hour, 'cause of the tide; you must
be out before that’s mp. Theres a many
branches on ivery side, but we don’t go into
all; we go where we know, and where we’re
always sure to find somethink. I know a
place now where there’s more than two or three
hundred weight of metal all rusted together, and
plenty of money among it too; but it ’s too heavy
to carry it out, so it ‘ill stop there I s'pose tiil
the world comes to an end. I often brought
out a piece of metal half a hundred in weight,
and took it under the harch of the bridge, and
broke it up with a large stone to pick out the
money. 1've found sovereigns and half sovereigns
over and over ag’in, and three on us has often
cleared a couple of pound apiece in one day out
of the sewers. But we no sooner got the money
than the publican had it. I only wish I'd back
all the money I’ve guv to the publican, and 1
wonldn’t care how the wind blew for the rest of
my Jife. I never thought about taking a hammer
along with me into the sewer, noj I never thought
1°d want it. You can’t goin every day, the tides
dor’t answer, and they re so pertikler now, far
more pertikler than formerly ; if you was known
1o touch the traps, you’d git hauled up afore the
beak. It’s done for all that, and though there s
so many eyes about. The “Johnnys™ on the
water are always on the look out, and if they sees
any on us about, we has to cut our luckz., We
shore-workers sometimes does very iwell other
wavs, When we hears of a fire anywheres, we

goes and watches where they shoots the rubbish,
and then we goes and sifts it over, and washes j;
afterwards, then all the metal sinks to the bottom,
The way we does it is this here: we takes
barrel cut in half, and fills it with water, and then
we shovels in the siftings, and stirs "em round ang
round and round with a stick; then we throws
out that water and puts in some fresh, and stis
that there round ag’in; arter some time the watsr
sets clear, and every thing heavy ’s fell to the bat-
tom, and then we sees what it is and picks it on,
I *ve made from a pound to thirty shilling a day, a
that there work on lead alone, The time the Parlja.
ment Houses was burnt, the rubbish was shot in
Hyde Park, and Long J— and I goes to work i
and while we were at it, we didn’t make less nor
three pounds apiece a day; we found sovereimn
and half sovereigns, and lots of silver half melted
away, and jewellery, such as rings, and stones,
and brooches ; but we never got half paid for
them. I found two sets of bracelets for a ladys
arms, and took ’em to a jeweller, and he tried
them jist where the ¢ great” heat had melted the
catch away, and found they was only metal double
plated, or else he said as how he’d give us thiny
pounds for them ; howsomever, we takes them
down to a Jew in Petticoat-lane, who used to buy
things of us, and he gives us 7. 10s. for ‘em, We
found so many things, that at last Long J— and
I got to quarrel about the whaeking ;” there was
cheatin’ a goin’ on; it wasn't all fair and abore
board as it ought to be, so we gits to fightin', and
kicks up sich a jolly row, that they wouldn’t let
us work no more, and takes and buries the wholz
on the rubbish. There’s plenty o things under
the ground along with it now, if anybody could
ait at them. There was jist two loads o’ rubbish
shot at one time in Bishop Bonner's-fields, whic
I worked by myself, and what do you think I
made out of that there?—why I made 3. 5s. The
rubbish was got out of a cellar, what hadn't been
stirred for fifty year or more, so I thinks there
ought to be somethink in it, and I keecps my €fe
on it, and watches where it ’s shot; then I turms
to work, and the first thing I gits hold on 53
chain, which I takes to be copper; it was
dirty, but it turned out to be all solid goold, and
I gets 10 5s. for it from the Jew; arter that |
finds lots o’ coppers, and silver money, and many
things besides. The reason I leks this sort of e

is, ‘cause I can sit down when I likes, and nobodi |

can’t order me about. When I’m hard b
Fnows as how I must work, and then I goss l}‘ i
like sticls @ brealing ; and tho’ the times isntE
they was, I can go now and pick up mYy four of
five bob a day, where another wouldn't know ho¥
to get a brass farden.”

There is a strange tale in existence amons the
shore-workers, of arace of wild hogs inhabiting the
sewers in the neighbourhood of Hampstead. he
story runs, that a sow in young, by some acculfﬂ}
got down the sewer through an opening and
wandering away from the spot, littered and reﬂffi
her offspring in the drain, feeding on the 0%
and garbage washed into it continually. Here,
is alleged, the Lreed multiplied exceedingly, 81
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nave become almost as ferocious as they are
pumerous. This story, apocryphal as it seems,
jas nevertheless its believers, and it is ingeniously
argued, that the reason why none of the subterra-
ean animals have been able to make their way to
the light of day is, that they conld only do S0 by
reaching the mouth of the sewer at the river-side,
while, in order to arrive at that point, they must
necessarily encounter the Fleet ditch, which runs
towards the river with great rapidity, and as it is
the obstinate nature of a pig to swim against the
ctream, the wild Tiogs of the sewers invariably
work their way back to their original quarters, and
are thus never to be secen. What scems strange
in the matter is, that the inhabitants of Hamp-
ctead never have been known to sce any of these
animals pass beneath the gratings, mor io have
been disturbed by their gruntings. The reader
of course cian believe as much of the story as he
pleases, and it is right to inform him that the sewer-
hunters themselves have never yet encountered
any of the fabulous monsters of the Hampstead
SEWers.

Or toe Mup-LARKS.

TRERE is another class who may be termed river-
finders, although their occupation is connected
only with the shore ; they are commonly known
by the name of ““mud-larks,” from being compelled,
in order to obtain the articles they seek, o wade
sometimes up to their middle through the mud left
on the shore by the retiring tide. These poor
creatures are certainly abous the most deplorable
in their appearance of any I have met with in the
eourse of my inquiries. They may be seen of all
ages, from mere childhood to positive decrepitude,
crawling among the barges at the various wharfs
along the river ; it cannot be said thatthey are clad
in rags, for they are scarcely half covered by the
tattered indescribable things that serve them for
clothing ; their bodies are grimed with the foul
sail of the river, and their torn garments stiffened
up like boards with dirt of every possible de-
seription,

Among the mud-larks may be seen many old
women,and itisindeed pitiable to behold them, espe-
cially during the winter, hent nearly double withage
and infirmity, paddling and groping among the
wet mud for small pieces of coal, chips of wood,
or any sort of refuse washed up by the tide, These
women always have with them an old basket or
an old tin keitle, in which they put whatever they
chance to find, It usually takes them a whole
tide to fill this receptacle, but when filled, it is as
31?;10}1 as the feeble old creatures are able to carry

me,

The mud-larks generally live in some court
or alley in the neighbourhood of the river,
i‘tlgé ag 1the tide recedes, crowds of boys and
mz;y %lr 3, s?me old men, and many old women,
St e observed loitering about the various

urs, watching eagerly for the opportunity to
Commence their labours. When the tide i3 suffi-
3?;‘:3‘ s}eow they scatter themselves along the
B parating from ea_ch other, and soon dis-

bpear among the craft lying about in every direc-

tion. 'This is the case on both sides of the river,
as high up as there is anything to be found, ex-
tending as far as Vauxhall-bridge, and aslow down
as Woolwich. The mud-larks themselves, how-
ever, know only those who reside near them, and
whom they are accustomed to meet in their daily
pursuits ; indeed, with but few excepiions, these
people are dull, and apparently stupid ; this 1s ob-
servable particularly among the boys and girls, who,
when engaged in searching the mud, hold buz
little converse one with another. The men and
women may be passed and repassed, but they
notice 1o one ; they never speai, bnt with a stolid
look of wretchedness they plash their way through
the mire, their bodies bent down while they peer
anxiously about, and occasionaily stoop to pick up
some paltry treasure that falls in thelr way.

The mud-larks collect whatever they happen to
find, such as coals, bits of old-iron, rope, bones,
and copper nails that drop from ships while lying
or repairing along shore. Copper nails are the
most valuable of all the articles they find, but
these they seldom obtain, as they are always
driven from the neighbourhood of a ship while
being new-sheathed. Sometimes the younger
and bolder mud-larks venture on sweeping some
empty coal-barge, and one little fellow with whom
1 spoke, having been lately caught in the act of
so doing, had to undergo for the offence seven
days’ imprisonment in the House of Correction :
this, he says, he liked much better than mud-larking,
for while he staid there he wore a coat and shoes
and stockings, and though he had not over much
to cat, he certainly was mever afiraid of going to
bed without anything at all—as he often had to
do when at liberty. He thought he would try
it on again in the winter, he told me, saying, it
would be so comfortable to have clothes and shoes
and stockings then, and not be obliged to go into
the cold wet mud of a morning.

The coals that the mud-larks find, they sell to
the poor people of the neighbourhood at 1d. per
pot, holding about 14 Ibs. The iron and bones
and rope and copper nails which they colleet, they
sell at the rag-shops. They dispose of the iron
at 5 lbs. for 1d., the bones at 3 Ibs. a 1d., rope
a id. per Ib. wet, and 3d. per Ib. dry, and cop-
per nails at the rate of 4. per Ib. They oc-
casionally pick up tools, such as saws and ham-
mers; these they dispose of to the seamen for
biscuit and meat, and sometimes sell them at
the rag-shops for a few halfpence. In this man-
ner they earn from 24d. to 84 per day, but
rarely the Jatter sum; their average gains may
be estimated at about 8d. per day. The boys,
after leaving the river, sometimes scrape their
trousers, and frequent the cab-stands, and try to
earn a trifle by opening the cab-doors for those
who enter them, or by hulding gentlemen’s horses,
Some of them go, in the evening, to a rageed
school, in the neighbourhood of which they live;
more, as they say, because other boys go there,
than from any desire to lears.

At one of the stairs in the neizhbourhood of
the pool, I collected about a dozen of these un-
fortunate children; there was not one of them
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over twelve years of age, and many of them were
but six. It would be almost impossible to describe
the wretched group, so mqtley was their appear-
ance, so extraordinary their dress, and so stolid
and inexpressive their countenances. Some cm:rle’d
baskets, filled with the produce of thgn‘ morning's
work, and others old tin kettles with iron handles.
Some, for want of these articles, had old hats filled
with the bones and coals they had picked up; and
others, more needy still, had actpally taken t.he
caps from their own heads, and filled them with
what they had happened to find. The muddy
sinsh was dripping from their clothes and utensils,
and forming a puddle in which they stood. There
did not appear to be among the whole group as
manv filthy cotton Tags to their backs as, when
stitched together, would have been sufficient to
form the material of one shirt. There were the
~emnants of one or two jackets among them, but
so bearimed and tattered that it would have been
difficult to have determined either the criginal ma-
terial or make of the garment. On questioning
one, he said his father was a coal-backer ; he had
been dead eight years; the boy was nine years
old. IHis mother was alive ; she went out charing
and washing when she could get any such work
o do. She had 1s. a day when she could get em-
ployment, but that was not often ; he.remembered
once to have had a pair of shoes, but it was a long
time since. It is very cold in winter,” he smfi,
¢ to stand in the mud without shoes,” but he did
not mind it in summer. He had been three years
mud-larking, and supposed he should remain a
mud-larck all his life. What else could he be? for
there was nothing else that he knew Zow to do.
Qome davs he earned 1d., and some days 4d. ; he
never earned 8d. in one day, that would have
Leen a “jolly lot of money.” He never found
a saw or o hammer, he “only wished” he could,
they would be glad to get hold of them at the
dolly’s. He had been one month at school
before he went mud-larking. Some time ago
he had gone to the ragged-school; but he mo
longer went there, for he forgot it He could
neither read mor write, and did not think he could
Tearn if he tried © ever so much.” He didn’t know
what religion his father and mother were, nor did
know what religion meant., God was God, he
ganid. He had heard he was good, but didn't
know what good he was to him. He thought he
was a Christian, but he didn't know what a
Christian was. He had heard of Jesus Christ
once, when he went to a Catholic chapel, but he
never heard tell of who or what he was, and
didn’t “ particular care” about knowing. His
father and mother were born in Aberdeen, but he
didn’t know where Aberdeen was. London was
England, and England, he said, was in London,
but ke couldn't tell in what part. He could not
tall where he would go to when he died, and
didn't believe any one could tell thaé. Prayers, he
told me, were what people said to ‘Ehemselves at
night, He¢ never said any, and didn’t know any ;
his mother sometimes used to speak to him about

no clothes, All the money he got he gave to his
mother, and she bought bread with it, and when
they had no money they lived the best way they
could. .

Such was the amount of intelligence manifested
by this unfortunate child.

Another was only seven years old. He stated
that his father was a sailor who had been hurt on
board ship, and been unable to go to sea for the
last two years. Hehad two brothers and a sister,
one of them older than himself ; and his elder
brother was a mud-lark like himself. The two
had been mud-larking more than a year; they
went because they saw other bn):s go, and kuew
that they got money for the things they found.
They were often hungry, and glad to do anything
to get something to eat. Their father was not
able to earn anything, and their mother could get
but little to do. They gave all the money they
earned to their mother. They didn’t gamble, and
play at pitch and toss when they had got some
money, but some of the big boys did on the
Sunday, when they didn’t go a mud-larking. He
couldn’t tell why they did nothing on a Snnd!ay,
* only they didn’t ;” though sometimes they looked
about to see where the best place would be on the
next day. He didn’t go to the ragged school; he
should like to know how to read a book, though he
conldn’t tell what good it would do him. He
didn’t like mud larking, would be glad of some-
thing else, but didn't know anything else that he
conld do.

Another of the boys was the son of a dock
labourer,—casually employed. He was between
seven and eight vears of age, and his sister, who
was also a mud-lark, formed one of the group.
The mother of these two was dead, and there
were three children younger than themselves.

The rest of the histories may easily be imagined,
for there was a painful uniformity in the stories
of all the children : they were either the chil-
dren of the very poor, who, by their own Im
providence or some overwhelming calamity, had
been reduced to the extremity of distress, or el
they were orphans, and compelled from utter
destitution to seek for the means of appeasmg.th'fﬂr
hunger in the mud of the river. That the majority
of this class are ignorant, and without even the
rudiments of education, and that many of them
from time to time are committed to prison for petly
thefts, cannot be wondered at. Nor can it even
excite our astonishment that, once within the walls
of a prison, and finding how much more comfor]t(i
able it is than their previous condition, they sholl1 !
return to it repeatedly.  As for the fem'!l e
growing up under such circumstances, the “o}r;r
may be anticipated of them; and in proof Offt ﬁv
T have found, upon inquiry, that very many ¢ th
unfortunate creatures who swell the tide of prost
tution in Ratcliff-highway, and other low I-le]%lr
bourhoods in the East of London, have originally
been mud-larks; and only remained at that Uccg;c
pation till such time as they were cgtPnilJ_]if} "
adopting the more easy and more lucrative l1ie
the prostitute.

them, but he could never learn any. His mother
gidz's go to church or to chapel, because she had
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591""3,5, would become, perhaps, quite as “respect-
t able” members of society.

i [ ™e now nearly two years ago “mud-larking” on
L the banks of the river near the docks.

t: the business, he told me, about three years. He

dothes were too bad for him to look for any-
i thing better, >
g 0 30 boys,

£ about, and

the mud on the banks of the Thames. He went

’1];10 the river up to his knees, and in searching
g l?mlld he of
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¥ent home and dressed the wounds, but returned
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farks, the following calculations fall sho.rt of, rather
shan exceed, the truth. From Execution Dock to
the lower part of Limehouse Hole, there are 14
ctairs or Janding-places, by which the mud-larks
descend to the shore in order to pursue their
employment. There are about as many on the
opﬁosite side of the watcr'simtlar]y freq'uented.'
At King James’ Stairs, in Wapping Wall, which
is nearly a central position, from 40 to 50 mud-
larks «o down daily to the river; the mud-larks
= usinhg“ the other stairs are not so numerous. If,
therefore, we reckon the number of stairs on both
sides ot the river at 28, and the average number
of mudlarks frequenting them at 10 each, we
shall have a total of 280. Each mud-lark, it
Jias been shown, earns on an average 3d. a day, or
1s,6d. per week ; so that the annual earnings of
each will be 3L 18s., or say 4L, a year,and hence
the gross earnings of the 280 will amount to rather
more than 1000{. per annum.
But there are, in addition to the mud-larks em-
ploved in the neighbourhood of what may be
called the pool, many others who work down the
river at various places as far as Blackwall, ontheone
side, and at Deptford, Greenwich, and Woolwich,
on the other. These frequent the neighbourhoods
of the varicus * yards” along shore, where vessels
are being built; and whence, at certain times,
chips, small pieces of wood, bits of iron, and
copper nails, are washed out into the river. There
is but little doubt that this portion of the class
earn much more than the mud-larks of the pool,
seeing that they are especially convenient to the
places where the iron vessels are constructed ; so
that the presumption is, that the number of mud-
larks “at work” on the banks of the Thames
(especially if we include those above bridge), and
the value of the property extracted by them from
the mud of the river, may be fairly estimated at
double that which is stated above, or say 530
gaining 20004, per annum.
. As an illustration of the doctrines I have en-
deavoured to enforce throughout this publication,
I cite the following history of one of the above
dass, Tt may serve to teach those who are still
sceptical as to the degrading influence of circum-
Blances upon the poor, that many of the humbler
classes, if placed in the same easy position as our-

The lad of whom I ‘speak was discovered by

Janxs or He was
a quick, intelligent little fellow, and had been at

had taken 1o mud-larking, he said, because his

He worked every day, with 20
b who might all be seen at day-
reak with their trowsers tucked up, groping
picking out the pieces of coal from

ten ran pieces of glass and long
feet, When this was the case, he

to the river-side directly, “for should the tide
come up,” he added, ©without my having found
something, why I must starve till next low tide.”
In the very cold weather he and his other shoe-
less companions used to stand in the hot water
that ran down the river side from some of the
steam-factories, to warm their frozen feet.

At first he found it difficult to keep his footing
m the mud, and he had known many beginners
fall in. He came to my house, at my request, the
morning after my first meeting with him. It
was the depth of winter, and the poor little fellow
was nearly destitute of clothing. His trousers
were worn away up to his knees, he had no shirt,
and his legs and feet (which were bare) were
covered with chilblains. On being questioned by
me he gave the following account of his life :—

He was fourteen years old. He had two
sisters, one fifteen and the other twelve years of
age. His father had been dead nine vears. The
man had been a coal-whipper, and, from getting
his work from one of the publican emplovers in
those days, had become a confirmed drunkard.
When he married he held a situation in a ware-
house, where his wife managed the first year to
save 41, 10s. out of her husband’s earnings; hut
from the day he took to coal-whipping she had
never saved one halfpenny, indeed she and her
children were often left to starve. The man
(whilst in a state of intoxication) had fallen be-
tween two barges, and the injuries he received
had been so severe that he had lingered in a
helpless state for three years before his death.
After her husband’s decease the poor woman’s
neighbours subscribed 1Z 5s. for her; with this
sum she opened a greengrocer’s shop, and got on
very well for five years,
When the boy was nine years old his mother
sent him to the Red Lion school at Green-bank,
near Old Gravel-lane, Raicliffe-highway; she paid
1d. a week for his learning. He remained there
for a year; then the potato-rot came, and his
mother lost upon all she bought. About the
same time two of her customers died 30s. in her
debt; this loss, together with the potato-disease,
completely runined her, and the whole family had
been in the greatest poverty from that period.
Then she was obliged to take all her children
from their school, that they might help to keep
themselves as best they could. Her eldest girl
sold fish in the streets, and the boy went to the
river-side to “pick up” his living. The change,
however, was so great that shortly afterwards
the little fellow lay ill eighteen weeks with the
ague. As soon as the boy recovered his mother
and his two sisters were “taken bad” with
a fever. The peor woman went into the ““ Great
House,” and the children were taken to the Fever
Hospital. When the mother returned home she
was too weak to work, and all she had to depend
on was what her boy brought from the river.
They had nothing to eat and no money until
the little fellow had been down to the shore and

picked up. some coals, selling them for a trifle.

“ And hard enough he had to work for what he

got, poor boy,” said his mother to me on a future
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ozeasian, sobbing; ¢ still he mnever complained,
but was quite proud when he brourht home
enouzh for us to get o bir of meat with; and
when he has sometimes seen me down-hearted,
he has clung ronnd my neck, and assured me
that one day God would sece us cared for if I
would put my trust in Mim.” As soon as his
rother was well enough she sold fruit in the
streets, or went out washing when she could gel
a day’s work.

The lad suffered much from the pieces of broken
class in the mud. Some little time before I met
ith him he had run a copper nail into his foot.
This lamed him for three months, and his mother
was obliged to carry him on her back every morn-
ing to the doctor. As soon, however, as he could
4 hobble” (to use his mother's own words) he
went back to the river, and often returned {(after
many hours’ hard work in the mud) with only a
few pieces of coal, not enough to seil even to get
them a bit of bread. One evening, as he was
warming his feet in the water that ran from a
steam factory, he heard some boys talking about
the Ragged School in High-street, Wapping.

“They was saying what they used to learn
there,” added the boy. They asked me to come
along with them for it was areat fun. They tol
me that all the boys used to be langhing and
making game of the master. They said they used
to put out the gas and chuck the siates all about.
They told me, too, that there wasa good fire there,
o I went to have a warm and see what it was
Jike. When I got there the master was very
rind to me. They used to give us tea-parties, and
to keep us quiet they used to show us the magic
jantern. I soon got to like going there, and went
every night for six months. There was about 40 or
50 boys in the school. The most of them was
thieves, and they used to go thieving the coals out
of barges along shore, and cutting theropesoff ships,
and going and selling it at the rag-shops. They
used to get £d.a Ib, for the rope when dry,and 3d.
when wet. Some nsed to steal pudding out of shops
and hand it to those outside, and the last boy it
was handed to would go off with it. They nsed to
steal bacon and bread sometimes as well. About

| gang.

half of the boys at the school was thieves. Some had
work to do at ironmongers, lead-factories, engineers,
soap-boilers, and so on, and some had no work
to do and was good boys still. After we came
out of school at nine o'clock at night, some of the
bad boys would go a thieving, perhaps half-a-dozen
and from that to eight would go cut in a gang
together, There was one big boy of the name of
C ; he was 18 years old, and is in prison now
for stealing bacon ; I think he is in the House of
Correction. This C used to go out of school
before any of us, and wait outside the door as the
other boys came out. Then he wonld call the
boys he wanted for his gangs on one side, and tell
them where to go and steal, He used to look out
in the daytime for shops where things could be
¢ prigged,’ and at night he would tell the boys to
go to them, He was called the captain of the
gangs, He had about three gangs altogether with

The boys used to bring what they stole to
, and he used to share it with them. I Le.
longed to one of the gangs. There were six boys
altogether in my gang; the biggest lad, that
knowed all about the thieving, was the captain of
the gang I was in, and C was captain over him
and over all of us.
¢ Phere was two brothers of them; vou seed
them, sir, the night you first met me. The other
boys, as was in my gang, was B B—, and
B L y and W L "y and a bO}' Wi
used to call ¢ Tim;’ these, with myszelf, used to
malke up one of the gangs, and we all of us used
to go a thieving every night after school-hous,
When the tide would be right up, and we
had nothing to do along shore, we used to g
thieving in the daytime as well. It wasD
B , and B L , as first put me up
to go thieving; they took me with them, one
night, up the lane [New Gravel-lane], and [ see
them take some bread out of a baker's, and they
wasn't found out; and, after that, I used to m
with them regular. Then I joined C—-%
gang ; and, after that, C came and told us
that his gang could de better than ourn, and le
asked us to join our gang to his'n, and we did s,
Qometimes we used to make 3s. or 45, a dav;
or about 6d. apiece. While waiting outside the
cchool-doors, before they opened, we used fo plan
up where we would go thieving after school was
over. I was taken up once for thieving coals
myself, but 1 was let go again.”

I was so much struck with the boy's truth-
fulness of manner, that I asked him, awould, he
really lead a difierent life, if he saw o means
of so doing? He assured me he would, and
begged me earnestly to try him. Tpon his
leaving me, 2s. were given him for his trouble.
This small sum (I afterwards learned) _kept_th_e
family for more than a fortnight. The girl laid it
out in sprats (it being then winter-time) ; these
she sold in the streets.

I mentioned the fact to a literary {riend, who
:nterested himself in the boy’s welfare; and ever
tually succeeded in procuring him a situationat at
eminent printer’s. The subjoined letter will show
liow the lad conducted himself while there.

¢« Whitefriars, April 22, 1830
¢ Messrs. Bradbury and Evans beg to say that the
boy J. C. has conducted himself in a very satgsfﬂt‘iﬁl‘)

manner since he has beenin their employment. .

The same literary friend took the girl into Bis
service. She is in a situation still, though not I
the same family. _ i e

The boy now holds a good situation at one of
daily newspaper offices. S0 well has he beha
himself, that, 2 few weeks since, his wages W}rll'f
increased from 6s. to 9s. per week. His mo! i:
(owing to the boy’s exertions) has now 2 lit
shop, and is doing well. s

This simple story requires no comments, an¢
narrated here in the hope that it may teach e
to know how often the poor boys re%}l‘ed mbl'ds
gutter are thieves, merely because society ford!
them being honest lads.
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' the capital begins and ends, it is difficult to say.

LONDON LABGUR AND THE LONDOXN POOR.

oOr toE Loxpox Dustues, NIGHTMEN, SWEEDS,

ASD SCAVENGEDS.

TprsE men constitute @ Jarge body, and are a

cass who, all things considered, do their work
silently and efficiently.  Almost without the cog-
pisance of the mass of the people, the refuse 1s
removed from our streets and houses; and London,
as if in the care of a tidy housewife, is always
being cleaned. Great as are the faults and ab-
curdities of many parts of our system of public
cleansing, never:zheless, when compared with the
state of things in any continental capiial, the
superiority of the metropolis of Great Britain is
indisputable.

In all this matter there is little merit to be
attributed to the workmen, except that they may
Le well drilled ; for the majority of them are as
much machines, apart from their animation, as are
the cane and whalebone made to cleanse the
chimzey, or the clumsy-looking machine which,
in is progress, is a vehicular scavenger, sweeping
as it goes.

fied :—

1. Dustmen, or those who empty and remove
the collection of ashes, bones, vegetables, &e.,
deposited in the dust-bins, or other refuse recep-
tacles thronghout the metropolis.

5 T .

2, Nightmen, or those who remove the contents
of the cesspools.

3. Sweeps, or those wh

3. Sweeps, or those who remove the soot from
the chimneys.

4. Scavengers; or those who remove the dirt
from the strects, roads, and markets,

_Let me, however, before proceeding further
with the subject, lay before the reader the follow-
ing important return as to the extent and contents
of this prodigious city : for this decument I am
- c
indebted to the Commissioners of Police, gentle-
men from whom I have derived the most valualle
information since the commencement of my in-
quiries, and to whose courtesy and consideration
I am anxious to acknowledge my many obliga-
tions,

RETURN SHOWING THE EXTENT, POPULATION, AND POLICE FORC 'HE
AETROPOLITAN POLICE DISTRICT AND THE CITY OF LONDONR%I% gg}’%?\?

BER, 1850.

Metropolitan Police District#,
. LCIty of_.. Grand
plmer, | guer | por, | FORT RO
Area . . . (in square miles) 91 6093 T
.. (in squ s 700} 12 7021
Puishos , . . L 82 136 | 218 97 ég?
Streets, Roads, &c, (length of, in miles) 1,700 1,936 - 3,636 50 3.686
Number of Fouses inhabited . . | 289.912 | 59.995 | 349,907 | 15,613 | 865,520
., ounihabited . | 1863 | 1437 | 13305 357 | 13692
gy beinghuile 4634 | 1,097 5,731 23 5754
Poltion "L 1,086,620 | 850,331 | 2,336,960 | 125,000 | 2,461,960
€@ . . e . 4844 660 5,504 565 6,072

18tk September, 1850,

* The Metropolitan Police Distriet ¢ i i
o I ompnses a circle, the radius of which i iles i ;
Dgigll?ﬁa?un%ary on the N, includes the parish of Cheshunt and South %h::rli -mgga‘lfl‘golp %ha}rmg. o, e
S hem :;:r d(i:rta}"f?l:d ;} a(!ild 0}111 the W., Uxbridge and Staines. ’ the §., Epsom; on the E.,
striet inciudes the i . a H i
Ealing and Bressiniet includes th agané?eggwsigh.]o??ﬁ:l}g}npstead, on the W.; Tooting and Streatham on the S,

The Registrar General's

istrict is equal, or nearly so, to the iiner Metropolitan Police Distriet.

: The (i i i
e City of London is bounded on the 8. by the River, on the E. by Whitechapel, on the W. by Chancery

Lane, and N, by Finsbury.

th quil'e tota! here given can hardly be consider:ed as
¢ dimensions of the metropolis; though, where

git}ﬁ;l:f}:'eri Londen be regarded as concentring
oy 3 nner Police Distriet, then, adding the
G aI}tJ (_:ontenfs of that district to those of the
X Y;asabove detailed, we have the subjoined state-

tnt as to the dimensions and inhabitants of the
Metropolis Proper.

Aren
i . . 928 gquare mil
Parishes : 17§ guare miles.

Length of street, roads, &e. 1750 miles.

Number of inhabited

. houses . . 805,525
itto uninhabited . 12,255

Dito being buils . . 4657
ognlatlon . 2111.629

Police force ’ 5459

But if the extent of even this “ inner district ”
be so vast as almost to overpower the mind with
its magnitude—if its pepulation be greater than
that of the entire kingdom of Hanovel?, and almost
equal to that of the republic of Switzerland—if
its houses be so numerous that placed side by side
they would form one continuous line of dwellings
from its centre to Moscow—if its streets and roads
be nearly equal in length to one quarter of the
diameter of the earth itself,—what a task must the
cleansing of such a bricken wilderness be, and yet
assuredly, though it be by far the greatest, it is
at the same time by far the cleanest city in the
world.

The removal of the refuse of a large town is
perhaps, one of the most important of “social ope:
rations.  Not only i3 it necessary for the well-
heing of a vast aggregation of people that the

177,
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These public cleansers are to be thus classi-
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ordure should be removed from both within and ¢« Hence, in order tha't th'e balance of waste
around their dwellings as soon as it is generated, and supply_shoum be mamt'amed—that the prin-  § .
but nature, ever working in a circle and repro- | ciple of umvers:al cqmpensntlon should be kept ur,
ducing in the same ratio as she destroys, has made | and that what is re‘;ectid by us should go tothe J
:his same ordure not only the cause of present sustenance of plants, Nafure has given us several |
disease when allowed to remain within the city, instinctive motives to remove our ref}lse from us, P
but the means of future health and sustenance She has not only constituted that which we eges;
when removed to the fields. the most loathsome of all things to our sensesand
In a leading article in the Morning Chronicle, imagination, but she has rendered its effluvium
written about two years since, I said— highly pernicious to our health—sulpl‘luretted
“That man gets his bones from the rocks and | hydrogen being at once. the most deletpnous and
his muscles from the atmosphere, is beyond all offensive of all gases. Consequently, asin all other
doubt. The iron in his blood and the lime in | cases where the great law of Nature has to be
his teeth were originally in the soil. But these enforCE.d by special sanctions, a d_ouble motive has
could not be in his body unless they had pre- been given us to do that which it is necessary forus
viously formed part of his food. And yet we can to do, and thus it has been made not only advan-
neither live on air nor on stomes. We cannot | tageous to us to remove our refuse to the ﬁel@s,
grow fat upon lime, and iron is positively indi- | but _positively‘ detrimental to our health, and dis-
gestible in our stomachs. It is by means of the | gusting to our senses, to keep 1t 1n the neighbour.
vegetable creation alone that we are enabled to | hood of our houses.
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bone-maker of the world. By what subtle trans- that which will enable us at once to do this,and § Y N =W / e
mutation inorganic nature is changed into organic, | to . putify the very air which we breathe, as well ‘ Dl AP Vi, : il
and dead inert matter guickened with life, is far | as the water which we drink, must be a still greater
beyond us even to conjecture. Suffice it that an | boon to soclety. It is, in fact, to give the com-
express apparatus Is required for the process—a | TRUNILY Dot only a double amount of food, buta
special mechanism to convert the ‘crust of the doubie amount of health to enjoy It. We are now
earth,’ as it is called, into food for man and beast. beginning to understand this. Up to the present

% Now, in Nature everything moves in a circle time we have only thought of removing our refusz
—perpetually changing, and yet ever returning —the idea of using it never entered our minds.

convert the mineral into flesh and blood. The “In every \erll-regulated State, therefore, an '

only apparent use of herbs and plants is to change | effective and rapid means for carrying off the or- NS . _

the inorganic earth, air, and water, into organic | dure of the people to a lgcahty where it may b |8 L _ PEINGF=T —

cubstarices ftted for the nutrition of animals. fruitful instead of destructive, becomes a most m-  § PE L L ! /4, ——— -—-—--’7;/?

- - » . . 3 M 1 :‘,'r' i/ A ek £r7 1Y _,{ .--\ ‘.

The little lichen, which, by means of the oxalic | portant consideration, Both the health and the 48 i == & i //ﬂ,,/,//ﬁ//,w ot . e ;

acid that it secretes, decomposes the rocks to which wealthof the nation depend upon it. Iftomaketwo | 0 7 Y ",,y;—“v’ﬂ_ —— 7‘:——/1 —-.7 = "‘JT o, i

it clings, and fts their lime for ¢assimilation’ with blat}es of ;-)vheaﬁt growtgvhere ?:118 grev{' hffore is vth X . gy SEE i ,,ff//;///;/%{///j@/%/ ///,,/{JL ﬂﬂl: f!.}’ff 7 -[ 12
i 1 1s it w imitiv ' rorld, surely to remove B - fuuidlh . =5 =L et / ol T 3

higher organisms, 1s, as 1t Were, but the primitive | conler’ a bene t on the W 3 Y - 1 ==7 7 7 1'Elr t‘“._' 1

Ul i

[From a Photograph.]

THE BOY CROSSING-SWEEPERS,

Jook wpon the increase of the population beyond
certain limits as the greatest possible evil that eal
befall a community. Population, it is said, mub
tiplies itself in a geometrical ratio, whereas the
produce of the land is inereased only in arith-
metical proportion; that is to say, while the
people are augmented after the rate of—

to the point whence it started. Our bodies are It was not until science taught us the dependence g : : L 1A S SN s
. . . . . : - Ly . p y . . . . - i A R G — e 535, & st

continually decomposing and recomposing—indeed, of one order of création upon another, that we @ - -y gAE i B /,'//,;5/7,5,/:;:?;-.47'2%4-'-///,;-@/,f/,..,:;a/f/ Ry TR AL ] ; N

o - - - : ” Lt : ‘ ol /i AN e, 77 R ,/ ”llrm M':!!I " H
the very process of breathing is but one of de- began to see that what appeared worse than \sorf}'l- - i :».# A //’/%/ //5/{://{7%%/%%{////f {;'““*'M? z'ij'ﬁg - j
composition. As animals live on vegetables, even less to us was Nature’s capital—wealth set asia: g8 “% g e e '/”/{Liﬁ._—_’fim_,il "!l’mw’iﬂ'l‘»' \ R

Lk so is the refuse of the animal the vegetable’s foad. | Jor future PTQCZ“C“Q”-” . v g oy y / /}/////;ff/////,/ﬁ//////// “:- AT A e

B The carbonic acid which comes from our lungs, | In connection with this part of the subjech B .. i 4 o= /A i 3 Bh m -

L and which is poison for us to inhale, is not only | ¥12, tjhe use of human refuse, I “{Olﬂd here dm't:\ B e S g o = g ! !

[rg the vital aic of plants, but positively their nutri- | attention to those erroneous notions, as 10 the : i LU o '

P T ment. With the same wondrous economy that | multiplication of the people, which teach us i

i o

marks all ereation, it has been ordained that what
is unfitted for the support of the superior organisms,
is of all substances the best adapted to give
strength and vigour to the inferior. That which
we excrete as pollution to our system, they secrete
23 nourishment to theirs, FPlants are not only
Nature’s scavengers but Nature’s purifiers. They
remove the filth from the earth, as well as dis- -2 4 8 16 32 64
infect the atmosphere, and fit it to be breathed by | 430 quatity of food for them can be extended
a higher order of beings. Without the vegetable only in the following degrees :— )
creation the animal could neither have been nor 2= ) 5 i Creen o Py Lo o :
be. Plants not only fitted the earth originally for 2 4 5 8 10 12 _ ’ : T ¢ i
! the residence of man and the brate, but to this ; The cause of this is said to be that, after a cerfail B S
day they continue to render it habitable to us. | stage in the cultivation of the soil, the increast g S
Tor this end their nature has been made the very | of the produce from Jand is not in proportion ¥ g
antithesis to ours, The process by which we live | the increase of labour devoted to it; that ¥ K
is the process by which they are destroyed. That | say, doubling the labour does mot double the
which supports Tespiration in us produces putrefac- | crop ; and hence it is asserted that the humel  fg
tion in them. What our lungs throw off, their lungs | race increasing at 2 quicker rate than the food,
absorb—what our bodies reject, their roots imbibe. | insufficient sustenance must be the mecessary 10
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of a portion of the people in every densely-popu-
Jated community.

fihat men of intellizence and education should
have been persuaded by so plausible a doctrine at
the time of its first promulgation may be readily
conceived, for then the notions concerning organic
chemistry were vague in the extreme, and the
great universal law of Waste and Supply remained
1 be fully developed ; but that men pretending
i the least scientific knowledge should in these
days be found advocating the Population Theory
is only another of the many proofs of the indispo-
sition of even the strongest minds tc abandon
their pet prejudices. Assuredly Malthus and
Liebig are incompatible. If the new notions as
1o the chemistry of vegetation be true, then must
e old motions as to population be utterly un-
funded. If what we excrete plants secrete—if
wlat we exhale they inspire—if our refuse is their
fsod—then it follows that to increase the population
is to increase the quantity of manure, while to in-
crease the manure is to augment the food of plants,
and consequently the plants themselves. If the
plants nourish us, we at least nourish them, It
teems never to have occurred to the economists
that plants themselves required sustenauce, and
consequently they never troubled themselves to
inquire whence they derived the elements of their
growth, Had they done this they would never have
even expected that a double quantity of mere
labour upon the soil should have doubled the pro-
duce ; but they would rather have seen thatit was
uiterly impossible for the produce to be doubled
without the food in the soil being doubled like-
wise; that is to say, they would have perceived
that plants could not, whatever the labour exerted
upon their cultivation, extract the elements of
their organization from the earth and air, unless
those elements previously existed in the land and
atmosphiere in which they grew, and that such
clements, moreover, could not exist there without
some organic being to egest them.

This doctrine of the universal Compensation
extending throughou the material world, and
more especially through the animal and vegetable
kingdom, is, perhaps, one of the grandest and
mest consoling that science has yet revealed to
us, making each mutually dependent on the
other, and so contributing each to the other’s
support.  Moreover it is the more comforting, as
enabling us almost to demonstrate the falsity of a
ereed which is opposed to every generous impulse
of our nature, and which is utterly irreconcilable
with the attributes of the Creator.

“Thanks to organic chemistry,” I said two
Years ago in the Morning Chrontcle, *we are
beginning to wake up. Science has taught us
that the removal of the ordure of towns to the
filds is a question that concerns not only our
h.ealth, but, what is a far more important con-
sideration with us, our breeches pockets. What
we, in our ignorance, had mistaken for refuse of
the vilest kind, we have now learned to regard as
bﬁlng, with reference to its fertilizing virtues, ‘a
Precions ore, running in rich veins beneath the
surfice of our streets” Whereas, if allowed to

reck and seethe in cesspools within scent of our
very hearths, or to pollute the water that we
use to quench our thirst and cook our food, it
becomes, like all wealth badly applied, converted
into ¢ poison:’ as Romeo says of gold to the
apothecary—

¢ Doing more muzrders in this Joathsome world

Th?glt',nose poor eompounds which thou mayst not

« Formerly, in our eagerness to get rid of the
pollution, we had literally not looked beyond our
noses : hence our only care was to carry off the
nuisance from the immediate vicinity of our own
residences, It was no matter to us what became
of it, so long as it did not taint the atmosphere
around us. This the very instinets of our nature
had made objectionable to us; so we laid down
just as many drains and sewers as would carry
our night-soil to the nearest stream ; and thus,
instead of poisoning the air that we breathed, we
poisoned the water that we drank. Then, as the
town extended—for cities, like mosuic work; are
put together piecemeal—street being dovetailed to
strect, like county to county in our children’s geo-
graphical puzzles—each new row of houses tailed
on its drains to those of its neighbours, without any
inquiry being made as to whether they were on
the same level or not, The consequence of this
is, that the sewers in many parts of our metropolis
are subject to an ebb and flood like their ceniral
stream, so that the pollution which they remove
at low-water, they regularly bring back at high-
water to the very doors of the houses whence
they carried it,

¢ According to the average of the returns, from
1841 to 1846, we are paying two millions every
year for guano, bone-dust, and other foreign fer-
tilizers of our soil. In 18435, we eniployed no
fewer than 633 ships to bring home 220,000 tons
of animal manure from Ichaboe alone; and yet
we are every day emptying into the Thames
115,000 tons of a substance which has been
proved to be possessed of even greater fertilizing
powers. With 200 tons of the sewage that we
are wont to regard as refuse, applied to the irriga-
tion of one acre of meadow land, seven crops, we
are told, have been produced in the year, each of
them worth from 6l to 7L ; so that, considering
the preduce to have been doubled by these meads,
we have zn increase of upwards of 2. per acre per
annum effected by the application of that refuse to
the surface of our fields. This return is at therate
of 101 for every 100 tons of sewayge ; and, since
the total amount of refuse discharged into the
Thames from the sewers of the metropolis is, in
round numbers, 40,000,000 tons per annum, it
follows that, according to such estimate, we are
positively wasting 4,000,000/ of money every year;
or, racher, it costs us that amnount to poison the
waters about us. Or, granting that the fertiliz-
ing power of the metropolitan refuse is—as it 15
said to be—as great for arable as for pasture-
lands, then for every 200 tons of manure that
we now cast away, we might have an increase of
ai least 20 bushels of corn per acre. Conse-
quently the entire 40,000,000 tons of sewage, if
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applied to fatten the land instead of to poison the
water, would, at such a rate of increase, swell
our produce to the extent of 4,000,000 bushels
of wheat per annum.  Calculating then that each
of these bushels would vield 16 guartern loaves,
it would follow that we fling into the Thames no
less than 246,000,000 lbs. of bread every year;
or, still worse, by pouring into the river that
which, if spread upon our fields, would enable
thousands to live, we convert the elements of
life and health into the germs of disease and
death, changing into slow but certain poisons that
which, in the subtle transmutation of organic
nature, would become acres of life-sustaining
grain,” I shall have more to say subsequently
on this waste and its consequences.

These considerations show how vastly import-

ant it is that in the best of all possible ways
we shonld collect, remove, and use the scavengers
and excrementitious matter of our streets ani
Jiouses,

Now the removal of the refuse of London is
no slight task, consisting, as it does, of the cleans
ing of 1750 miles of streets and roads ; of col-
lecting the dust from 300,000 dust-bins ; of
emptying (according to the returns of the DBourd
of Health) the same number of cesspools, und
sweeping near upon 3,000,000 chimneys,

A task so vast it might naturally be imagined
would give employment to a number of hands,
and yet, if we trusted the returns of the Occupa-
tion Abstract of 1841, the whole of these stupen
dous operations are performed by a limited number
of individuals.

RETURN OF THE NUMBER OF SWEEPS, DUSTMEN, AND NIGHTMEN IN THE
AMETROPOLIS, ACCORDING TO THE CENSUS OF 1841

Males. Females,
Total. |
20 years and ; 20 years and . A
u}pwurds. Under 20. upwards. Unter 20,
i
B o
Chimney Sweepers . . . . . . 1033 619 370 44
Scavengers and Nightmen . . . 254 227 10 17

1 am informed by persons in the trade that the
« fomales” here mentioned as chimney-sweepers,
and scavengers, and nightmen, mustbe such widows
or daughters of sweeps aud nightinen as have suc-

.ceeded to their businesses, for that no women worZ
at such trades ; excepting, perbaps, in the manage-
:ment and care of the soot, in assisting to empty and
£ill the bags. Many ferules, hhwever, are em-
ployed in sifting dust, but the calling of th:e dus.t-
man and dustwoman is not so much as noticed in
the population returns.

According to the occupation abstract of the
previous decennial period, the number of males
.of 20 years and upwards (for none ~others were
mentioned) pursuing the same callings in the
metropolis in 1881, were as follows :—

Soot and chimney-sweepers. . . 421
Nightmen and scavengers . . . 130

Hence the increase in the adult male operatives
belonging to these trades, between 1331 and 1841,
was, for Chimney-sweeps, 198 ; and Scavengers
and Nightmen, 97. )

But these returns are prepesterously incorrect.
In the first place it was not until 1842 that the
parliamentary enactment prohibiting the further
employment of climbing-boys for the purpose of
sweeping chimneys came into operation, At that
time the number of inbabited houses in the
metropolis was in round numbers 250,000,
and calculating these to have contained only
cight rooms each, there would have been at the
least 2,000,000 chimneys to sweep. N oW, accord-
ing to the government returns above cited—the

London climbing-boys (for the masters did not and
could not climb) in 1841 numbered only 370; at
which rate there would have been but one boy to

no less than 5400 chimneys! Pursuing the sime
mode of testing the validity of the * official " state-
ments, we find, as the nightmen generally work
in gangs of four, that each of the 63, cr say 64,
gangs comprised in the census returns, would have
had 4000 cesspools to empty of their conteats;
while, working both as scavengers and nightmen
(for, accordins to the census, they were the only
individuals following those occupations in London),
they would after their nocturnal labours have
had about 27 miles of streets and roads to
cleanse—a feat which would certainly have
thrown the scavengering prowess of Hercules
into the shade.

Under the respective heads of the dustmen,
nightmen, sweeps, and scavengers, I shall give an
account of the numbers, &c., employed, and a re-
sumé of the whole. It will be sufficient here to
mention that my investigations lead to the con-
clusion that, of men working as dustmen (a portion
of whom are employed as nightmen and scaven-
gers) there are at present about 1800 in the
metropolis.  The census of 1841, as I have
pointed out, mentions no dustman whatever !

But I have so often had instances of the defects
of this national numbering of the people that I have
long since ceased to place much faith in its returns
connected with the humbler grades of labour.
The costermongers, for example, I estimate al
about 10,000, whereas the government reports, a3
has been before mentioned, ignore the very exist
ence of such a class of people, and make the
entire hawkers, hucksters, and pedlars of thre
metropolis to amount to mo more than 2045.
Again, the London “ coal labourers, heavers, and
porters” are said, in the census of 1841, to be

LONDON LADBOUR AND TII; LONDON POOR. 183

enly 1700 m number; I find, however, that there
are no less than 1800 “ registered ” coal-whippers,
and as many coal porters ; so that I am in no way
inclined to give great credcuce to the © official
enumerations,” The difficuities which beset the
perfection of such a document are almost in-
superable, and I have already heard of returns
for the forthcoming document, made by ignorant
people as to their occupations, which alrendy go
far to nullify the facts in connection with the
employment of the ignorant and profligate classes
of the metropolis.

Before quitting this part of the subject, viz.,
the cxtent of surface, the length of streets, and
the number of houses throughout the metropslis
requiring to be continnally cleanzed of their refuse,
as well as the number of people as continually en-
mged in so cleansing them, let me here append
the last returns of the Registrar General, copied
from the census of 1851, as to the dimensions
and contents of the metropolis according to that
fanctionary, so that they may be compared with
those of the metropolitan police before given.

In Weale's  London Lzlibited,” which is by
far the most comprehensive description of the
metropolis that I have seen, it is stated that it is
“only possible to adopt a general idea of the
siant city,” as its precise boundaries and extent
cannot be defined. On the north of the Thames,
ve are told, London extends to Edmonton and
Finchley ; on the west it stretches to Acton and
Hammersmith ; on the east it reaches Leyton and
Ham; while on the south of the Thames the
metropolis is said to embrace Wandsworth,
Streatham, Lewisham, Woolwich, and Plumstead.
“To each of these points,” says Mr. Weale, but
upon what anthority he does not inform us, “con-
tinwous streets of hounses reach; but the solid
mass of houses lies within narrow bounds—with
these several long arms extending from it. The
greatest Jength of street, from east to west,” he
adds, ““is about fourteen miles, and from north to
south about thirteen miles, The solid mass is
abont seven miles by four miles, so that the
ground covered with houses is not less than 20
square miles.”

Mr.MeCulloch, inhis “ London i 1850-51," has
a passage to the same effect. e says, © The con-
unued and rapid inecrease of buildings renders it
diffienlt to ascertain the extent of the metropolis
At any particular peried. If we include in it those

barts only that present a solid mass of houses, its i

length from east to west may be taken at six
miles, and its breadth from north to south at
about three miles and a half, There is, however,
a nearly continnous line of houses from Blackwall
to Chelsea, a distance of about seven miles, and
frgm Walworth to Holloway, of four and a half |
{nlles._ The extent of surface covered by huildings
3 estimated at about sixteen square miles, or
above 10,000 acres, so that M. Say, the cele-
?ruted French economist, did not realiy indulge in
,?:,"perho,!e when he said, ¢ Londics n'est plus une |
clle: Cest wne province couverle de maisons!’
(London s no longer a town : it is a provinee

The Government authorities, however, appear
to have very different notions from either of the
above genilemen as to the extent of the metro-
polis,

The limits of London, as at present laid down
by the Registrar General, include 176 parishes,
besides several precinets, liberties, and extra-paro-
chiani places, comprising altogether about 115
square miles, According to the old bills of mor-
tality, London formerly included only 148 pa-
rishes, which were located as follows :—

Parishes within the walls of the city . . 97
Parishes without the walls . . . . . 17
Parishes in the city and liberties of West-
 minster ., . . . . . « .« . . 10
Out parishes in Middlesex and Surrey . 24
: 148
The parishes which have been annexed to the
above at different periods since the commencement
of the present century are :—

Parishes added by the late Mr. Rickman
(see Pop. Abstracts, 1801-31) (including
Chelsea, Kensington, Paddington, St.
Marylebone, and St. Pancras) . . . . b

Parishes added by the Registrar General,
1838 {ivcluding Hammersmith, Fulham,
Stoke Newington, Stratford-le-Bow, Brom-
ley, Camberwell, Deptford, Greenwich, and
Woolwieh) . . . . . . . . . . 10

Parishes udded by the Registrar General
in 1844 (inclnding Clapham, DBattersea,
Wandsworth, Putney, Lower Tooting, and
Sweatham) . . . . . . . . . . ©

Parishes added by the Registrar General in
1846 (comprising Hampstead, Charlton,
Plumstead, Hltham, Lee, Kidbroke, and
Tewisham) . . . . . . . . . . T

Total number of parishes in the metropolis,
as defined by the Registrar General . . 176

The extent of London, according to the limits
assigned to it at the several periods above men-
tioned, was— '

Stat, Acres, Sq.miles.
London within the old bills '
21,080 32

of mortality, {from 1726 .
London, within the limits
adopted by the late Mr.
Rickman, 1801-31 -, . 29,850 46
London, within the Jimits
adopted by the Registrar
General, 1838-43 . .
London, within the Jimits
adopted by the Kegistrar
(General, 1844-46 . .

* London, within the limits
adopted by the Registrar
GGeneral in 1847-51 . .

14850 70
55,650 ST

74,070 115

“ London,” observes Xr. Weale, ‘“has now
swallowed up many cities, towns, villages, and
separate jurisdictions. The four commonwealths, or
kingdoms, of the Middle Saxons, last Saxons, the

tovered with houses).”

South Rick, and the Kentwaras, once ruled over
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- . - . In order to be nble to compare the average | be seen that, while what are popularly known :
its surface. It now embraces the episcopal cities Stoke Newington, Newington Butts, Dlumstead, B  jensity of the population in the various parts of | the suburbs have increased, }}Lt% i’xlar Slzoulz;eﬁgé
of London and Westminster, the towns of Wool- | and many others. . duded by the Teri §  London, I have madea calenlation as to the num- | population, at a considerable rate, some of the more
wich, Deptford, and Wandsworth, the watering Thel |§ pfmshes now inc u ? | ythe lLiegistrar ver of persons and houses to the acre, as well as the | central parts of London, on the contrary, have de-
places of Hampstead, Highgate, Istington, Acton, General within thgbom}darle.aﬁo ‘_t e m?tropc.)hs, are @  pumber of inhabifants to cach house. I have | creased not only in the number of peop,le but in
and Kilburn, the fishing town of Barking, the | arranged by him into five d‘]btllfcr‘b,lob'“'hl(;lh the f also computed the annual Tate of increase of the | the number of dwellings as well. This hasl;een the
once secluded and ancient villages of Ham, Iorn- | areas, population, and ;}flm't});rlos }]ILI 1 ltedd_ ouses B population from 1841-51, in the several localities | case in St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, St. James’s
sey, Sydenham, Lee, Kensingtor, Fulbam, Lam- | were on the 31st of March, 1851, as undermen. - jioro mentioned, and append the result. It will | Westminster, St. Giles’s, and the City of London,
beth, Clapham, Paddington, Hackney, Chelsea, | tioned :— :
- ¥ HOWIN H b 9
CABLE SHOWING THE AREA, NUNBER OF INHADITED HOUSES, AND TORD g TABLE SHOWING THE INCREASE OF THE POPULATION AHD 0 HABITED
ION T VAN ' ’ ) ACRE, AND THE NUMBER OF PERSONS TO EACH HOUSE IN THE DIF-
- : FERENT PARTS OF THE METROPOLIS IN 1841-51.
Population. Inhabited Houses.
Statute E -
Divisioxs OF METROPOLIS. -1 “Acres. 3 YVearlv In- | Yearly In T N
1841 1851, 164, 1851, creasé of Po- crease éf Iz;- Number of %ﬁlﬂ%ﬁe{g I}‘éﬁgﬁﬁ ?ct;
pulation per habited People to the {Houses to the each
Wzt DISTRICTS. y ann‘t:un,_from Hou::,es,_from Acre, 1851, | Acre, 1851, House,
Rensinaton -« =« | 569 74898 | 119,990 | 10,962 ) 17202 K _ 1641-51. 1541-51. 1851,
Chelsea . . - - - v30 | 40,243 56,543 5,648 7620 B
St. George’s, Hanover-square . 1,050 66,657 73,207 7,630 8,795 k- . WEsT D1sTRICTS.
Westminster . . . . 540 56,802 65,609 6,439 6,647 ' Keasington . . . . 4,509-2 633-0 152 22 69
Qt Martin's-in-the-Fields . - 260 25,132 24,557 2,439 9323 f  Chelsen Coe 1,630°0 1981 794 97 T4
St, James's, Westminster . . 165 37,457 36,426 3,590 3,460 f St Georges, Hanover-square . 6550 116 671 80 $3
NorTii DISTRICIS. : E- Westminster . . . - 880°7 20°8 80-4 82 98
Marylebone . . . . 1,480 138,383 157,679 14,169 15,355 St. Mm‘tln’s-ln-ﬂle-I*‘_ields . . ideer 5T°5% ideer 11-6% 94-3 89 105"
Hampstead (2dded 1846) . - 2,070 10,109 11,986 1,411 1719 [ St Jamess, Westminster .. 103-1* 13-0* 2207 209 10'5
Pancras . . . . . 2,600 129,969 167,198 14,766 18,731 Norte DisTRICTS. -
Islington . . . . 3,050 55,779 95,154 8,508 13,558 k- NMarylebone . . . . 1,926-6 1786 1058 10-3 98
Hackney . . . . . 3,950 432328 58,424 7,192 9,361 Hampstead . . . . . 1877 30-8 57 -8 69
CexTziL DISTRICTS, . St Pameras. ... 3,7229 396°5 64-3 72 89
St Giless . . - - 250 54,578 54,062 4,959 sis § 0 Wlingtn .o ... 3,9375 5050 315 44 70
Strand . - e+ - 163 43,667 44,446 4,327 3938 .  Hackey . . . .. 1,609+6 £19-2 147 5.3 59
Holborn @ . . . . . 188 44,532 46,571 4,603 4517 - ) QENTRAL DIsTRIOTS. .
Clerkenwell . . - - 320 | 56,799 64,705 | 6,946 725 B SeGless .. ... deor U6 decr 18-1* 2162 191 | 118 :
St. Lnke’s . . . . 240 49,908 54,058 6,385 6,421 Strand . . . . . 70 ldeci. 35°9% 2599 94-1 11-2 '
East London . . . . 230 39,718 44,407 4,796 4,78{2 ” HOH)'OI‘II . o . . . 2039 deer. §6F 2477 94-0 10°3
West Londen . . . . = 29,183 28,829 3,010 2,712 E: Clerl\en“:dl . . . . 7906 31-3 202-2 226 &9
Tondon, City of . . - - +370 56,009 55,908 7,921 7o B Stluwkes. ... 415°0 36 2252 267 84 ;-
East DiSTRICTS. East and West London . . 4330 idecr. 27°6% 5184 327 97 :
Shoreditch - . . . . 620 | 83,564 109,209 12,642 15,433 "‘ London Clty . . . . idecr. 10°1% ldeer. 59°2% 151-0 198 w3 T
Bethnal Green . . - - 760 74,206 90,170 | 11,782 -| 13310  ®o o . Lissy DisTriczs. :
Whitechapel . . . - 316 71,879 79,756 8,834 8832 K Bhoredltch . .. 2,564°5 2791 1761 24-8 70 *
St. George'’s in the East . . 230 41,416 48,375 5,985 6,151 K. Weﬂ_mal-green 1,596-4 1588 1186 175 67
Stepney . . . . . 2,518 90,831 110,669 14,364 16,346 B S h‘te"ha})‘el_ . 87T ldeer. 2F 252-3 279 9-0
POP]E]I . . . ) 1,250 31,171 47’157 5,066 6’882 St. Geerge g-in-the-Tiast 6905.9 166 210-8 26-7 78
SouTH DISTRICES. : - Ptepney 1,983-8 1982 43 54 67
St Saviour’s, Southwark . . ¥ 33,027 35,729 4,659 4613 B oplar . . 1,5986 1816 277 55 5-8
_8t, Olave’s, Southwark . . ® 19,869 19,367 2,523 2,360 & .. St Qv S?UTH Disrriczs.
Bermondsey . . . . 620 35,002 48,128 5,674 7,09 B b vaviours, St. Olave’s, and St.
St. George’s, Southwark . . *590 46,718 . 51,825 6,663 7,000 B B George's, Southwark 730°7 13-8 181-2 237 2.8
- Newington . . . . . 630 54,693 64,805 9,370 10,465 g Nem}ondsey 1,312-6 1421 Y76 112 67
Lambeth . . . . . 3,640 116,072 139,240 17,791 20,520 § Le“‘lngton 1,011-2 109-8 1028 166 61
‘Wandsworth (added 1843) . . 10,300 39,918 50,770 | 6,459 8,200 B \,?mbem . 2,316°5 2729 38-2 56 67
Camberwell . - - - 4570 39,931 54,668 6,843 9417 E ¢ andsworth . 1,0852 1831 47 7 61
Rothethithe . . - - 600 | 13,040 | 17,778 | 2,420 o3 | poovervell 1,473-7 2574 194 20 | 58
Greenwich . . .« . 4,570 81,125 99,404 | 11,995 14423 Gﬁ“m‘.‘the 383-8 414 257 41 6-2
Lewisham (added 1846) . 16,350 23,051 34,381 3,966 596 E g eenwich 1,827-9 2428 217 31 68
| - § . ewisham 1,178:0 1970 a1 ‘3 56
Toml Tondon Division -« | 74,070 | 1,948,369 | 2,361,640 | 262,737 UAEZI S
_ - L all London | 41,3271 | 44985 318 41 76
% The area of the districts of St. Saviour and St. Nlave is included in that returned for St. Georgt, Southwark
+ The arca here stated is that of the city withoy$ the walls, and includes White Friars precinet and Holf * The popuiati . . . - .
Prinity, Minories, both belonging to other districts. . e lssr O} iztion and number of inhabited houses in these districts has decreased annually to this extent
£ This area is that of the city within the walls, and does not include White Friars, which belongs to the distnt | *
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six, and as few as two to the acre.

The districts in which there are the greatest
number of houses to a given space, are St. James's,
Westminster, the Strand, Holborn, Clerkenwell,
St, Luke’s, Shoreditch, and St. George's-in-th e-East,
in all of which localities there are upwards of 20
dwellings to each acre of ground, while in East
and West London, which is the most closely built
over of all, the number of houses to each acre
are as many as 32. Hampstead and Lewisham
appear to be the most open districts ; for there the
houses are not more than eight and three to every
ten acres of ground.

The localities in which the houses are the
most crowded with inmates are the Strand and
St. Giles’s, where thereare more thaneleven people
to each house, and St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, and
St. James's, Westminster, and Holborn, where each
house has on an average ten inmates, while in
Lewisham and Wandsworth the houses are the
Jeast crowded, for there we find only five people
1o every house.

Now, comparing this return with that of the
metropolitan police, we have the following results
as to the extent and contents of the Metropolis
Proper :—

According  According
to to Metro-

Repirtrar politan

) General. Polics,
Area (in statute acres) . 74,070 58,830
Parishes . . . . . 176 179

Number of inhabited } - _
22 005,525
houses . . . . 307, ) 505,525
Population . . . . . 2,361,640 2,111,620

Hence it will be seen that both the extent and
contents of these two returns differ most mate-
rially.

1st. The superficies of the Registrar General's
nietropolis 13 very nearly 13 square miles, or

Lo
e

seem to delight in creating a distinct metropolis
for themselves, thus tending to make the statis-
tical ¢ confusion worse confounded.”

Or tHE DUSTMEN OF LONDOX.

Dust and rubbish accumnlate in houses from a
variety of causes, but principally from the residuun
of fires, the white ash and cinders, or small {rag-
ments of unconsumed coke, giving rise to by far
the greater quantity. Some notion of the vas
amount of this refuse annually produced in Lon-
don may be formed from the fact that the con-
sumption of coal in the metropolis is, according to
the official returns, 3,500,600 tons per annum,
which is at the rate of a little more than 11
tons per house ; the poorer families, it is true, do
not burn more than 2 tons in the course of tae
year, but then many such families reside in the
same house, and hence the average will appear in
no way excessive, Now the ashes and cinders
arising from this enormous consumption of coal
would, it is evident, if allowed to lie scuttered
about in such a place as London, render, ere long,
not only the back streets, but even the impor
tant thoroughfares, filthy and impassable. Upen
the Officers of the various parishes, therefore, has
devolved the duty of seeing that the refuse of the
fuel consumed throughout London is removed
almost as fast a3 produced ; this they do by entering
into an agreement for the clearance of the “ dust-
bins? of the parishioners as often as required,
with some person who possesses all necessiy

appliances for the purpose—such as horses, carts

baskets, and shovels, together with 2 plot of
waste ground whereon to deposit the refuse. The
persons with whom this agreement s made 2r
called “ dust-contractors,” and are generaily men
of considerable wealth.

The collection of *“ dust,” is now, more properhy”

speaking, the removal of it. The collection of an
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however, the demand has fallen off greatly, while
the supply has been progressively increasing, owing
to the extension of the metropolis, so that the
Contractors have not only declined paying any-
thing for liberty to collect it, but now stipulate
to receive a certain sum for the removal of it, It
need hardly be stated that the parishes always
employ the man who requires the least money for
the performance of what llas now become a
matter of duty rather than an object of desire.
Some idea may be formed of the change which
has taken place in this business, from the fact,
that the aforesaid parish of Shadwell, which for-
merly received the sum of 450/ per annum for
hfmrty to collect the dust, now pays the Contractor
the sum of 2407 per annum for its removal.

The Court of Sewers of the City of London, in
1326, through the advice of Mr. Cochrane, the
wresident of the National Philanthropic Associa-
lion, were able to obtain from the contractors
e sum of 50007 for liberty te clear away the
tirt from the streets and the dust from the
Wnsand houses in that district, The year follow-
g, }‘lowe\'er, the contractors entered into a com-
“nation, and came to a resolution not to bid so

Y L
" tigh for the privilege ; the result was, that they

":Utalnec‘i their contracts at an expense of 22001
t}" acting on the same principle in the year
atter, they not only offered no premium what-
ter for the contract, but the City Commis-
“oners of Sewers were obliged to pay them the
:L‘g‘; :}f] 300L for removing the refuse, and at pre-
I 0'01 Ie ﬂ;qun} paid by the City is as much as
Iracto;; his is divided among four great con-
e 1é5:g]lfle:;(}):_ﬂd’ if equally apportioned, give

Isubjoin a list of the names of the principal

ontra 1 -3 -
iactors and the parishes for which they are
tizaged

Skinner’s ditto...ceeenenss
rewer’s ditto ..o e cecennen

Ruolls {Liberty of the)
Edward-square, Kensington

All the metropolitan

the contract.

H. North.
C. Starkey.

- - ;1"
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f- . . iv -115 : acres, oreater than the metr PR i i, ¢ L
: By the above table we perceive thaf, St. Mar 10,_190 statute acres, gre? vtto. oriicle mplies the voluntary sgekmg after it, and DISTRICTS CONTEACTED N AMES OF HEHE
it 4in’s-in-the-Fields, St. James’s, Westminster, St. | polis of the police commissioners. ) §  (isthedustmen can hardly be said to do; for though YOR. CONTRACTORS.
il Giles’s, the Strand,and the City have all decreased 2nd, The number of inhabited housesis 2157 [ they parade the streets shouting for the dust as ) ' T
i both in population and houses since 1841. The | more in the one than in the other, gty oo, they do so rather to fulfil a certain duty | o . ggggmg- Co N
; population has diminished most of =all in St. 3rd. The popnlation of. I{ond.on, according to they have undertaken to perform than in any j Four divisicns of the City. = y "ginyott. e
B James's, and the houses the mostin the City. The | the Registrar General’s limits, 13 _230,011, or a expectation of profit to be derived from the sale Pinsi X ) JG- G‘ﬁld- ! ; S
5 suburban districts, however, snch as Chelsea, | quarter of a million, more than it is accordisg 1 of the article. St e METC -t 7 . Doda, i
ir Marylebone, St. Pancras, Islington, Hackney, | the Jimits of the metropolitan police. Tormerly the custom was otherwise ; but then, | Shoreditch................ Ditto B P
Shoreditch, Bethnal-green, Stepney, Poplar, Ber- It were much to be desired that some more @ aswill be seen hereafter, the residuum of the Lon- ﬁé’[rh‘gzl lg‘;i}%‘;fe R II %%f:ﬁ;?]] Ry
mondsey, Newington, Lambeth, Wandsworth, | definite and scientific mode, not only of limiting, B jon fuel was far more valuable. Not many years | Holborn -e..-..---..-- _... Pratt and Sewell. 1l
amberwell. Greenwich, and Lewisham, have all | but of dividing the metropolis, were to be adopted. @ 4o it was the practice for the various master dust- Hatton-garden............ Ditto. L
3 ’ 2 o . g 420 . prat Islington Stroud, Brickmaker. S
increased greatly within the last ten years, both | At present there are, perhaps, as many different mento send in their tenders to the vestry, on a cer- | ¢, Martin's................ Wm. Sinnott, Junicr. R
in dwellings and people. The greatest increase of | metropolises, so to speak, and as many differe: [  :in day appointed for the purpose, offering to pay a | St. Mary-le-Strand......... J. Gore, Vo
the population, as well as houses, has been in | modes of apportioning the several parts of the B considerable sum yearly to the parish authorities St Sepulehre.............. Ditto. : Gt
Kensington, where the yearly addition has been | whole into districts, as there are public bodics [ for Jiberty to collect the dust from the several | S¢. Clement Panes T Rook. |
- 4500 people, and 630 houses. ‘ whose operations are specially confined to the [ houses. The sum formerly paid to the parish gi ‘ga{mf’& le‘?_rtlzem'-’ell - ITi-é)O(%g- . - -
The more densely-populated districts are, St. | capital. ~The Registrar General has, as we have [ of Shadwell, for instance, though N0t a Very | St Marxavet's, Westminster . Hearne. ' e
i James's, Westminster, St. Giles’s, the Strand, | seen, one metropolis divided into western, no:- ¥ extensive one, amounted to between 400{. or | St.John’s, ditto.... Stapleton and Holdsworth. o
| i Holborn, Clerkenwell, St. Luke, Whitechapel, and thern, central, eastern, and southern districts. The 5004, per annum ; but then ihere was an immense é‘ﬁg};’gh ------------- EFT'éterirr‘}fﬁec >
i i St. George’s-in-the-East, in all of which places there | metropolitan police comnissioners have another demand for the article, and the contractors were | St. Marylebone .. ......... . Gore. ok
e . are upwards of 200 people to the acre while in | metropolis apportioned into its A divisions, B unable to furnish a sufficient supply from London ; | Blackfriarsbridge. ... .. ... Jenkins,
i@ 3 0 0 ) ne s phas ! . FA ? | St. Paul’s, Covent-garden.. V. Sinnott ;
E 3 Tast and West Liondon, in which the population is divisions, and so forth; and the qut Office has ships were frequently freighted with it from other | Piteadillveoeervsnr e vren.. H. Tame. | i
i e the most dense of all, the number of people ex- | 2 third metropolis parcelled out in a totally parts, especially from Neweastle and the northern Regent-street andPall-mail  W. Ridding. Lo
= ! cesds 300 to the acre. The least densely popu- | different manner; while the Liondon City Mission, ports, and at that time it formed an article of %,g ﬁ?ﬁ;%ﬁi’ Hanover-zq. gg S hries
i lated districts are Hampstead, Wandsworth, and | the Scripture Readers, the Ragged $cho.ols,_and the considerable international commerce—the price CamAED-tOW «oen s onvnnn. Blilton. phmes. o
32 Lewisham, where the people are not more than | many other similar metropolitan institutions, all leing from 13s. to 14, per chaldron. Of late years, | St. Pancras, S.AV. Division W, stapicton. 5
g 5 v Southampton estate ...... C. Starkey, 1
1143 i
I ' !
P4 Cromer ditto .............. Ditto.
Calthorpe ditto ........... Ditto.
Bedford ditto ............. (ore.
Doughty ditto ............ Martin.
Union ditto ......cccvanen J. Gore.
r]:l(qu““% _(Pttto .......... {\’lratt_ and Sewell
ArriSoN At v e v v -vvv v Martin.
St. Ann’s, Soho ......... .. J.Gore.
Whitechapel............ .. Parsons.
Goswell-strept . ......... .. Redding.
(\qu{nmeécial-road, East.... J. Sinnott.
Mile-end.......vvvenn ... Newman.
Horough.. ........c..... Hearne.
Bermondsey ..cvicvvenn... The parish.
Kensington ............... H.Tame.
St. Giles’s-in-the-Fields and
St. George's, Bloomsbury Redding.
Shadwell ........co. ... Westley.
St. George's-in-the-East .. Ditio.
Battle-bridge ..........-... Starkey.
Berkeley-square ...co.veas Clutterbuck.
St. George'’s, Pimlico ..... Redding.
Woods and Forests........ Ditto.
St. Botolph ........ s Westley.
5t. John's, Wapping ...... Ditto.
Somers-town «...eeeeenen.. H. North.
Kentish-town............ J. Gore,

Pratt and Sewcll.
C. Humphries.

parishes now pay the

contractors various amounts for the removal of the
dust, and I am credibly informed that there is a
system of underletting and jobbing in the dust
contracts extensively carried on.
for a certain parish is often a different person from
the master doing the work, who is unknown in
Oceasionally the work would ap-

The contractor

.l o

pear to be subdivided and underlet o second time,

The parish of St. Pancras is split into no
less than 21 distriets, each district having a
separate and independent “ Board,” who are
generally at war with each other, and make
separate contracts for their several divisions.
This is also the case in other large parishes,
and these and other considerations confirm

me in the conclusion that of large and small

¢ P b i R b e e mn s i o
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; d Fhil dust-contractors, job-masters, and middle-men, of
E rasl e one kind or the other, throughout the metropolis,

"§§1 there cannot be less than the number I have

Mg i stated—90.  With the exception of Bermondsey,

there are mo parishes who remove their own dust.

It is difficult to arrive at any absolute stitement
as to the gross amount paid by the different
parishes for the removal of the entire dust of the
metropolis. From Shadwell the contractor, as we
have seen, receives 250 ; from the city the four
contractors receive as much as 50001 ; but there
are many small parishes in London which do not
pay above a tithe of the last-mentioned sum. Let
us, therefore, assume, that one with anether, the
several metropolitan parishes pay 200, a year
each to the dust contractor. According to the
returns before given, there are 176 parishes in
London. Hence, the gross amount paid for the
removal of the entire dust of the metropolis will
be between 30,0004 and 40,000{. per annum.

The removal of the dust throughout the metro-
polis, is, therefore, carried on bya number of persons
called Contractors, who undertake, as has been
stated, for a certain sum, fo cart away the refuse
from the houses as frequently as the inhabitants
desire it. To ascertain the precise numbers of
these contractors is a task of much greater difii-
culty than might at first be conceived.

The London Post Office Directory gives the
following number of tradesmen connected with
the removal of refuse from the houses and streets
of the metropolis.

LIMLL ri i e

PR B e pah 1oms
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Dustmen . . . . . 9
Scavengers . . . . 10
Nightmen . . . . 14
Sweeps . . 82

But these numbers are obviously incomplete, for
even a eursory passenger throngh London must
have noticed a greater number of names upon the
varions dust carts to be met with in the sireets
¢han are here set down.

A dust-contractor, who has been in the business
upwards of 20 years, stated that, from his know-
ledge of the trade, he should suppose that at pre-
sent there might be about 80 or 90 contractors in
the metropolisz. Now, according to the returns
before given, there are within the limits of the
Metropolitan Police District 176 parishes, and
comparing this with my informant’s statement, that
many persons contract for more than one parish
(of which, indeed, he himself Is an instance), there
remains but little reason to doubt the correctness
of his supposition—that there are, in all, between
80 or 90 dustcontractors, large and small,
connected with the metropolis.  Assuming the
aguregate number to be 83, there would be one
contractor to every two parishes.

Mhese dust-contractors are likewise the con-
tractors for the cleansing of the streets, except
. where that duty is performed by the Street-Ordes-

‘ lies; they are also the persons who undertake
the emptying of the cesspools in their neighbour-
hood ; the latter operation, however, i3 effected by
an arrangement between themselves and the land-
lords of the premizes, and forms no part ef their
saroehizl contracts. At the oifice of the Strect

e Sk G e aag e ey e
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Orderlies in Leicester Square, they have knov.
ledge of only 30 contractors connected with the
metropolis; but thisis evidently defective, and refers
to the “*large masters” alone ; leaving out of all cop.
sideration, as it does, the host of small contractor
scattered up and down the metropolis, who areall;
to employ only two or three carts and six orseven [
men each; many of such small contractors heing
merely master sweeps who have managed to # et
on a Little in the world,” and who are now ab]eatr_;
contract, “in a small way,” for the removal f §
dust, street-sweepings, and night-soil.  Moreover, E
many of even the “ great contractors” being u.

willing to venture upon an outlay of capital for |
carts, horses, &c., when their contract is only fu B
a year, and may pass at the end of that tims
into the hands of any one who may underbii
them—many such, I repeat, are in the habit o
underletting a portion of their contract to others
possessing the necessary appliances, or of entering
into partnership with them. The Iatter is the case
in the parish of Shadwell, where a person having
carts and horses shares the profits with the origml
contractor. The agrecment made on such o E
sions is, of course, @ sccret, though the pracie: |
is by mo means uncommon; indeed, there iz [
so much secrecy maintained concerning all matters
connceted with this business, that the inguiryis
beset with every possible difficulty. The gentle B
man who communicated to me the amount pil &
by the parish of Shadiwell, and who informedme, [
moreover, that parishes in his neighbourhood piid |
twice and three times meore than Shadwell did, |
hinted to me the difficulties T should experienceat [
the commencement of my inquiry, and I have J
certainly found his opinion cerrect to the letter. [
I have ascertained that in one yard intimidation [
was resorted to, and the men were threatensl [

with instant dismissal if they gave me any infor g

mation but such as was calculated to mistead.  E.
1 soon discovered, indeed, that it was impossible

to place any reliance on what some of the contrac: -
tors said ; and here I may repeat that the indispute g
ble result of my inquiries has been tomeet withfr [

more deception and equivocation from employers
generally than from the employed ; working met
have little or no motive for mis-stating their wages;
they know well that the ordinary rates of remt
neration for their labour are easily ascert_ainnb!e
from other members of the trade, and seldom &
never object to produce accounts of their earning
whenever they have been in the habit of keepies
such things. With employers, however, the s
is far different; to seek to ascertain from ih}’m
the profits of their trade is to meet with evasic2
and pra\'arication at every turn; they seeml to

feel that their gains are dishonestly large, 8% j&

n
henee resort to every means to prevent them beirg

made public.

nourable exceptions to this rule, I most cheerfuly

acknowledge ; but that the majority of {radesmed

are neither so frank, communicative, 10T truthit)

as the men in their employ, the whole of my ¥
vestigations go to prove. T have already, M ¥
Morning Chionicle, recorded the character 0 n“'
interviews with an eminent Jew slop-tailor; &

That 1 have met with many ho- X

TR
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smy clothier, and an enterprising free-trade stay-
maker (a gentleman who subscribed his 100
neas to the League), and I must in candour
wnfess that now, after two years expericnce, I
tave found the industrious poor a thousand-fold
more veracious than the trading rich.

With respect to the amount of business done by
these contractors, or gross quantity of dust collected
by them in the course of the year, it would appear
{hat each employs, on an average, about 20 men,
«hich makes the number of men employed as dust-
men through the streets of London amount to 1800.
This, as has been previously stated, is grossly at
veriance with the number given in the Census of
1841, which computes the dustmen in the metro-
polis at only 954, But, as I said before, I have
long ceased to place confidence in the government
returns on such subjects. According to the above
estimate of 254, and deducting from this number
the 88 master-dustmen, there would be only 166
labouring men to empty the 300,000 dust-bins of
London, and as these men always work in couples,
s follows that every two dustmen would have to
remove the refuse from about 3600 houses; so
that assuming each bin to require emptying
once every six weeks they would have to cart
away the dust from 2400 houses every month,
or 600 every week, which is at the rate of 100
aday ! and as each dust-bin contains about halfa
load, it would follow that at this rate each cart
would have to collect 50 loads of dust daily,
whereas 5 loads is the average day’s work.

Computing the London dust-contractors at 90,
and the inhabited houses at 300,000, it follows
that each contractor would have 3333 houses to
remove the refose from. Now it has been calen-
lated that the ashes and cinders alone from each
house average about three loads per annum, so
that each contractor would have, in round num-
bers, 10,000 loads of dust to remove in the course
of the year. I find, from inquiries, that evesy
tvo dustmen earry to the yard about five loads a
day, or about 1500 loads in the course of the year,
so that at this rate, there must be between six
and seven carts, and twelve and fourteen col-
lectors employed by each master. But this is
exclisive of the men employed in the yards.
In one vard that I visited there were fourteen
pople busily employed. Six of these were
women, who were occupied in sifting, and they

- were attended by three men who shovelled the

dust into their sieves, and the foreman, who was
bard at work loosening and dragging down the
Qﬂ5§ from the heap, rcady for the ¢ fillers-in.”
Lesides these there were two carts and four men
e;‘gﬂg‘{d in conveying the sifted dust to the barges
dongside the wharf, At a Jarger dust-yard, that
wrmerly stood on the banks of the Regent's-canal,
I 2m informed that there were sometimes as
2?:: ai 1%7 people nat work., Itis but a small
iy ‘; hic has not 80 to 40 labourers connected
mn;' L a;ld the lesser dust-yards have gene-
s uOEI[I‘lh our “to eight sifters, and six or seven
P ere are, therefore, employed in a me-
r ‘m_'ﬂZC*d vard twelve c'oilecto.rs or cartmen,
't sifters, and three fillers-in, besides the foreman

or forewoman, making altogether 22 persons ; SO
that, computing the contractors at 90, and allow-
ing 20 men to be employed by each, there would
be 1300 men thus occupied in the metropolis,
which appears to be very near the truth.

One who has been all his life connected with
the business estimated that there must be about
ten dustmen to each metropolitan parish, large and
small. In Marylebone he believed there iwere
eighteen dust-carts, with two men to each, out
every day ; in some small parishes, however, two
men are sufficient. There would be more men
employed, he said, but some masters contracted
for two or three parishes, and so “ kept the same
men going,” working them hard, and enlarging
their regular rounds. Calculating, then, that ten
men are employed to each of the 176 metropoli-
tan parishes, we have 1760 dustmen in Londoz.
The suburban parishes, my informant told e,
were as well “dustmaned” as any he knew;
for the residents in such parts were more particular
about their dust than in busier places.

It is curious to observe how closely the num-
ber of men engaged in the collection of the “ dust”
from the coals burnt in London agrees, according
to the above estimate, with the number of men
engaged in delivering the coals to be burnt. The
coal-whippers, who * discharge the colliers,” are
about 1800, and the coal-porters, who carry the
coals from the barges to the merchants’ wagons,
are about the same in number. The amount of
residuum from coal after burning cannot, of course,
be equal either in bulk or weight to the originai
substance; but considering that the collection of
the dust is a much slower operation than the de-
livery of the coals, the difference is easily ac-
counted for.

We may arrive, approximately, at the guantity
of dust annually produced in London, in the fol-
lowing manner i—

The consumption of coal in London, per annum,
is about 3,500,000 tons, exclusive of what is
brought to the metropolis per rail. Coals are
made up of the following component parts, viz.
(1) the inorganic and fixed elements; that is
to say, the ashes, or the bones, as it were, of the
fossil trees, which cannot be burnt ; (2) coke, or
the residuary carbon, after being deprived of the
volatile matter; (8) the volatile matter itself
given off during combustion in the form of flame
and smoke.

The relative proportions of these materials in
the various kinds of coals are as follows .—

Carbon, Volatile, Ashes,
per cent. per cent.  per cent.
Cannel - or gag} 401060 601040 10
coals.
Newecastle or o abr
“ house” coals. o7 of 5
Lancashire and | -
P N to 40 4
Yorkshire coals. | 501060 35
South 11 to 15 3

Welsh or} 31 to 85

# gteam ” coals.

Anthracite or | -
e S0to9
“stone " coals. | ?

In the metropolis the Newcastle coal i

None a little,
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used, and this, we perceive, yields five per cent.
ashes and about 57 per cent. carbon. But a con-
siderable part of the carbom is converted into
carbonic acid during combustion; if, therefore,
we assume that two-thirds of the carbon are
thus consumed, and that the remaining third re-
mains behind in the form of cinder, we shall
have about 25 per cent. of “dust” from every
ton of coal. On inquiry of those who have
had long experience in this matter, I find that
@ ton of coal may be fairly said on an average
to yield about onefourth its weight in dust;
Iepee the gross amount of *dust” annually pro-
duced in London would be 900,000 tons, or abou:
three tons per house per annum.

1t is impossible to obtain any definite statistics
on this part of the subject. Not one in every
ten of the contmactors keeps any account of
the amount that comes into the * yard.” An
intelligent and communicative gentleman whom I
consulted on this matter, could give me no in-
formation on this subject that was in any way
satisfactory. I have, however, endeavoured to
check the preceding estimate in the following
manner, There are in London upwards of 300,000
inhabited houses, and each house furnishes a
certain quota of dust to the general stock. 1 have
ascertained that an average-sized house will pro-
duce, in the course of a year, about three cart-loads
of dust, while each cart holds about 40 bushels
(haskets)—what the dustmen call a chaldron.
There are, of course, many houses in the metro-
polis which furnish three and four times this
amomnt of dust, but against these may be placed
the vast preponderance of small and poor houses
in London and the suburbs, where there is not
one quarier of the quantity produced, owing to
the small amount of fuel consumed. Estimating,
then, the average annual quantity of dust from
cach house at three loads, or chaldrens, and the
houses at 300,000, it follows that the gross
quantity collected throughout the metropolis will
be about 900,000 chaldrons per annum.

The next part of the subject is——what becomes
of this vast quantity of dust—to what use it is
applied.

The dust thus collected s used for two pur-
poses, (1) as a manure for land of 2 peculiar
quality ; and (2) for making bricks. The fine
portion of the house-dust called soil,” and sepa-
rated from the “ brieze,” or coarser portion, by
sifting, is found to be peculiarly fitted for what
is called breaking up a marshy heathy soil at its
first cultivation, owing not only to the dry nature
of the dust, but to its possessing in an eminent
degree a highly separating quality, almost, if not
quite, equal to sand. In former years the demand
for this finer dust was very great, and barges were
continually in the river waiting their turn to be
loaded with it for some distant part of the country.
At that time the contractors were unable to sapply
the demand, and easily got 14, per chaldren for as
much as they conld furnish, and then, as I have
stated, many ships were in the habit of bringing
cargoes of it from the North, and of realizing a
good profit on the transaction. Of late years,

however—and particularly, T am told, since the
repeal of the corn-laws—this branch of the b
ness has dwindled to nothing. The contractors sy
that the farmers do not cultivate thejr land poy;
as they used ; it will not pay them, and instead,
therefore, of bringing fresh land into tillage, ang
especially such as requires this sort of manuge,
they are laying down that which they previeusly
had in cnltivation, and turning it into Pasture
grounds, It is principally on this account, say the
contractors, that we cannot sell the dust we cotleet
so well or so readily as formerly. There are, hoy.
ever, some cargoes of the dust still taken, par-
ticularly to the lowlands in the neighbourhogd
of Barking, and such other places in the vicigity
of the metropolis as are enabled to realize 3
greater profit, by growing for the London market
Nevertheless, the contractors are obliged now 15
dispose of the dust at 2. 6d. per chaldron, ag4
sumetimes less.

The finer dust is also used to mix with the
clay for making bricks, and barge-loads are cop
tinually shipped off for this purpose, The fine
ashes are added to the clay in the propartion of
one-fifth ashes to four-fifths clay, or 60 chaldrons
to 240 cubic yards, which is sufficient to wgke
100,000 bricks (where much sand is mixed wid
the clay a smaller proportion of ashes may be
used). This quantity requires also the addition
of about 15 chaldrons, or, if mild, of about 12
chialdrons of “ brieze,” to aid the burning, The
ashes are made to mix with the clay by coileeting
it into a sort of reservoir fitted up for the pur-
pose; water in great quantities is let in upon
it, and it is then stirred till it resembles a fn
thin paste, in which state the dust easily mingles
with every part of it. In this condition it is je:
till the water either soaks into the earth, or goes
off by evaporation, when the bricks are monided
in the usual manner, the dust forming a compo-
nent part of them,

The ashes, or cindered matter, which are thus
dispersed throughout the substance of the clay,
become, in the process of burning, gradually
ignited and consumed, But the *brieze™ (from
the French briser, to break or crush), that is to
say, the coarser portion of the coal-ash, is like
wise used in the burning of the bricks. The
small spaces left among the lowest courses of the
bricks in the kiln, or “clamp,” are filled with
“brieze,” and a thick layer of the same material is
spread on the top of the kilns, when full, Fre
quently the “brieze” is mixed with small coals, and
after having been burnt the ashes are collected,
and then mixed with the clay to form new bricks.
The highest price at present given for * lrieze
is 3s. per ton.

The price of the dust used by the brickmakers
has likewise been reduced ; this the contractors
aceount for by saying that there are fewer brick-
fields than formerly near London, as they have
been nearly all built over. They assert, thet
while the amount of dust and cinders has increased
proportionately to the increuse of the houses, f]'”
demand fur the article has decreased in a like
ratio; and that, moreover, the greater portic:
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® . the bricks now used in London for the mew
i buildings come from other quarters. Such dust,
B however, as the contractors sell to the bnc!:.—
B iakers, they in general undcrtake, for a_certain
sum, to cart to the_ brlck-helt;ls, though it o.ften
{ happens that t!le brlck-mzlke.rs carts coming into
E town with their loads of bricks to new buildings,
¥ call on their return at the dust-yards, and carry
thence a load of dust or cinders back, and so
i save the price of cartage. '

. But during the operation of sifting the fillst,
many things are found which are useless for either
i manure or brick-making, such as oyster shells,
i old bricks, old boots and shoes, old tin kettles,
Eoold rags and bones, &e. These are used for
F \arious purposes.

L The bricks, &ec., are sold for ginking beneath
¢ fundations, where a thick layer of concrete is
‘ spread over them. Many old bricks, toa, are
used in making new roads, especially where the
¢ lind is low and marshy. The old tin goes to
{ form the japanned fastenings for the corners of
¢ trunks, as well as to other persons, who re-
£ wanufacture it into a variety of articles. The
oid shoes are sold to the London shoemakers, who
use them as stuffing between the in-sole and
the outer one; but by far the greater quantity is
sold to the manufacturers of Prussian blue, that
substance being formed out of refuse animal
matter, The rags and bores are of course dis-
i prsed of at the nsual places—the marine-store
: RI9ps.

k. A dust-heap, therefore, may be briefly said to
g be composed of the following things, which are
g cverally applied to the following uses :—

1. “Soil,” or fine dust, sold to brickmakers
¢ - or making bricks, and to farmers for manure, es-
: pecially for clover,

% “Brieze,” or cinders, sold to brickmakers,
 for burning bricks,

5. Rags, bones, and old metal, sold to marine-
- slore dealers,

4. Old tin and iron vessels, sold for “clamps '
gt o Erunks, &e., and foy making copperas.

5. OM bricks and oyster shells, sold to builders,
[ vrsinking foundations, and forming roads.

;0. Old boots and shoes, sold to Prussian-blue
: iwalmfacturers.

i. Noney and jewellery, kept, or sold to Jews,
The dust-yards, or places where the dust is
e llected and sifted, are generally situated in the
: ,Rj;‘;fPS, and they may be found all rogn‘d.London,
o times occupying open spaces adjoining back
"feels and lanes, and surrounded by the low
. ine"ch'ouses of the poor; frequently, however,

; ﬂncf‘tho‘er }a large extent of ground in the fields,

conic?;le thle dust is piled up to a great beight in
fa v €ap, and having much the appearance

Ly okanic mountain, The reason why the
theaps are confined principally to the suburbs
1rtl ﬂ§ mare space is to be found in the out-
<18 than in athickly-peopled and central locality.
1 ver, the fear of indictments for nuisance has
g no?iilderab{e influence in the matter, for it
e L 1usua .for the yards m'former times, to
o Wated within the Loundarins of the city.
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They are now, however, scattered round London,
and always placed as near as possible to the
tiver, or to some canal communicating there-
with. In St George’s, Shadwell, Ratciiffe,
Limehouse, Poplar, and Blackwall, on the north
side of the Thames, and in Redriffe, Bermondsey,
and Rotherhithe, on the south, they are to be
found near the Thames. The object of this is,
that by far the greater quantity of the soil or
ashes is conveyed in sailing-barges, holding from
70 to 100 tons each, to Feversham, Sitting-
bourne, and other places in Kent, which are the
great brick-making manufictories for London,
These barges come up invariably loaded with
bricks, and take home in return a cargo of sojl.
Other dust-yards are situated contiguous to the
Regent’s and the Surrey canal ; and for the
same reason as above stated—for the convenience
of water carriage. loreover, adjoining the Lime-
house cut, which is a branch of the Leq River,
other dust-yards may be found ; and again
iravelling to the opposite end of the metropolis,
we discover them not only at Paddington on the
banks of the canal, but at Maiden-lane in a
similar position. Some time since there was an

immense dust-heap in the neighbourhood of

Gray’s-inn-lane, which sold for 20,0007 ; but that
was in the days when 15s. and 17, per chaldron
could casily be procured for the dust, According
to the present rate, not a tithe of that amount
could have been realized upen it,

A visit to any of the large metropolitan dust-
yards is far from uninteresting. Near the centre
of the yard rises the highest heap, composed of
what is called the ““soil,” or finer portion of the
dust used for manure.  Around this heap are
numerous lesser heaps, consisting of the mixed
dust and rubbish carted in and shot down previous
to sifting.  Among these heaps are many women
and old men with sieves made of iron, all busily
engaged in separating the “brieze” from the
“s0il.” Thereislikewise another large heap in some
other part of the yard, composed of the cinders
or “brieze ” waitinz to be shipped off to the
brickfields. The whole yard seems alive, some
sifting and others shovelling the sifted soil on to
the heap, while every now and then the dust.
carts return to discharge their loads, and pro-
ceed again on their rounds for a fresh supply.
Cocks and hens keep up a continual scratching and
cackling antong the heaps, and numerous pigs seem
to find great delight in rooting incessantly about
after the garbage and offal collected from the
houses and markets.

In a dust-yard lately visited the sifters
formed a curicus sight; they were almost
up to their middle in dust, ranged in a semi-
circle in front of that part of the heap which
was being ““worked ;” each had before her a
small mound of soil which had fallen through her
sicve and formed a sort of embankment, behing
which she stood. The appearance of the entire
group at their work was most peculiar, Their
coarse dirty cotton gowns were tucked up behing
them, their arms were bared above their elbows,
their black bonnets crushed and battered like
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shose of fish-women; over their gowns they
wore a strong leathern aprom, extending from
their necks to the extremities of their petticoats,
while over this; again, was another leathern apron,
shorter, thickly padded, and fastened by a stout
string or sirap round the waist. In the process
of their work they pushed the sieve from them
and drew it back again with apparent violence,
striking it against the outer leathern apron with
such force that it produced each time 2a hollew
sound, like a blow en the tenor drum. All the
women present were middle aged, with the excep-
tion of one who was very old—68 years of age
she told me—and had been at the business from
a girl. She was the daughter of a dustman, the
wife, or woman of a dustman, and the mother of
several young dustmen—sons and grandsons—all
at work at the dust-yards at the east end of the
retropolis.

e now come to speak of the labourers engaged
in collecting, sifting, or shipping off the dust of
the metropolis.

The dustmen, scavengers, and nighimen are, to
a certain extent, the same people. The contrac-
tors generally agree with the various parishes to
remove both the dust from the houses and the
mud from the streets; the men in their em-
ploy are indiscriminately engaged in these two
diverse occupations, collecting the dust to-day, and
often cleansing the streets on the morrow, and are
designated either dustmen or scavengers, accord-
irg to their particular avocation at the moment.
The case is somewhat different, however, with
respect to the nightmen. There is no such thing
s a contract with the parish for removing the
nightsoil. This is done by private agreement
with the landlord of the premises whence the soil
has to be removed. When a cesspool requires

emptying, the occupying tenant communicates with
the landlord, who makes an arrangement with a
dust-contractor or sweep-nightman for this pur-
pose. This operation is totally distinct from the
regular or daily labour of the dust-contractor’s
men, who receive exira pay for it; sometimes
one set go out at might and sometimes another,
according either to the selection of the master or
the inclination of the men. There are, however,
some dustmen who have mnever beem at work
as nightmen, and could not be induced to do so,
from an invincible antipathy to the employment ;
still, such instances are few, for the men generally
go whenever they can, and occasionally engage in
nightwork for employers unconnected with their
masters. 1t iscalculated that there are some hun-
dreds of men employed nightly in the removal of
the nightsoil of the metropolis during the summer

especially during wet weather, and engaged n
night, perhaps, twice during the week, in 1o
moving nightseil ; so that it is difficult to avrive
at any precise notion as to the nuniber of persons
engaged in any one of these branches per se,
But these labourers mot only work indiser.
minately at the collection of dust, the cleansing
of the streets, or the removal of nightseil, hu
they are employed almost as indiscriminately a
the varions branches of the dust business; with
this qualification, however, that few men apply
themselves continuously to any one branch of the
business. 'The iabourers employed in a dust-yard
may be divided into two classes : those paid by
the contractor; and those paid by the foreman or
forewoman of the dust-heap, commonly called
hill-man or hill-woman.

They are as follows :—

1. L,ABOURERS PAID BY THE COXTRACTORS, OR,
1. Yard foreman, or superintendent, This

duty is often performed by the maste,
especially in small contracts,

2. Gungers ov dust-collectors.  These are
called “fillers” and “carriers,” from the
practice of one of the men who go out with
the cart filling the basket, and the other
carrying it on his shoulder to the vehicle.

3. -Loaders of cartsin the dust-yavd for shi-
ment.

4. Carriers of cinders to the cinder-heap, or
bricks to the brick-heap.

5. Foreman or forewoman of the heap.

II. LABOURERS PAID BY THE HILL-MAN (R
HILL-WOMAN.

1. Sifters, who are generally women, and
mostly the wives or concubines of the
dustraen, but sometimes the wives of badly-
paid labourers.

9. Fillers-cn, or shovellers of dust into the
sieves of the sifters (one man being allowel
to every two or three women).

3. Carriers off of bones, rags, metal, and other
perquisites to the various heaps; these art
mostly children of the dustmen.

A ‘medium-sized dust-yard will employ about

twelve collectors, three fillers-in, six sifters, an

one foreman or forewoman ; while 2 large yard
will afford work to about 150 people.

There are four different modes of payment
prevalent among the several labourers emplogel
at the metropolitan dust-yards :—(1) by the da}";
(2) by the piece or load; (3) by the lamp; ¢}
by perquisites.

1st. The foreman of the yard, where the masti

one of the regular dustmen picked out by 1
master, for this purpose. He i3 paid, the sum &

and autumn, and as these men have often to work
at dust-collecting or cleansing the streets on the
following day, it is evident that the same persons
cannot Le thus employed every night; accordingly
the ordinary practice is for the dustmen to “ take
it in turns,” thus allowing each set to be em-

ployed every third night, and to have two nights’

rest in the interim.

The men, therefore, who collect the dust on

9s. Gd. per day, or 13s. per week. In large yarcs
there are sometimes fwo and even thr_fe ya
foremen at the same rate of wages. Pireir duty »
merely to superintend the work. They do ™

N . . . [

respect is considered, and indeed looked .
I : (.

by themselves, as a sort of premium for got

services,
ond. The gangers or collector

one day may be cleaning the streets on the next,
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does mot perform this duty himself, is gener2hl B
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Jabour themselves, and their exemption I w2
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puid 8e, per load for every load they bring into
the vard, This is, of course, piece work, for the
more hours the men work the more loads will
they be enabled to bring, and the more pay will
they receive, There are some yards where the
carters get only 6d. per load, as, for instance, at
Paddington. The Paddingtonmen, however,arenot
considered inferior workmen to the rest of their
fellows, but merely to be worse paid. In 1826, or
95 vears ago, the carters had 1s. 6d. per load ; but
at that time the contractors were able to get 17,
per chaldron for the soil and “ brieze ” or cinders;
then it began to fall in value, and according to the
decrease in the price of these commodities, so
have the wages of the dust-collectors been reduced.
It will be at once seen that the reduction in the
wages of the dustmen bears no proportion to the
reduction in the price of soil and cinders, but it
must be borne in mind that whereas the con-
tractors formerly paid large sums for liberty to
collect the dust, they now are paid large sums to
remove it. This in some measure helps to account
for the apparent disproportion, and tends, perhaps,
to equalize the matter. The gangers, therefore,
have 4d. each, per load when best paid. They
consider from four to six loads a good day’s work,
for where the contract is large, extending over
several parishes, they often have to travel a long
way for a load. It thus happens that while the
men employed by the Whitechapel contractor
can, when doing their utmost, manage to bring
only four loads a day to the yard, which is
situated in a place called the “ruins” in Lower
Shadwell, the men employed by the Shadwell
contractor can easily get eightornineloadsin a day.
Five loads are about an average day’s work, and
this gives them 1s. 8id. per day each, or 10s.
per week, In addition to this, the men have
their perquisites “in aid of wages.” The collec-
tors are 1n the habit of getting beer or money in
lieu thereof, at nearly all the houses from which
:I}ll:g'nzf;mfg;ﬁ t}llleddust, the public being thus in a
v Shmﬂge be t‘o. énzkfa ﬁp the rate of wages,
Mt e te pad by the employer, so that

g 0 benefit the men really goes to

the master, who invariably reduces the wages to

}he. precise amount of the perquisites obtained,
This is the main evil of the * perguisite system
of payment” (a system of which the mode of
If;lng'n'alters may be taken as the special type).
o’:‘b ﬁ;l ':lnstan(.:e of the injurious effects of this mode
mm}: :{h;entum connection with the London dust-
P e co b;ctors are fox_‘ced, as it were, to extort
iy tFu' ic that portion of their fair earnings
o ;P&r master deprives them ; hence, howcan
eithon e 1atthey makeitarule when they receive
et s mej :101‘ money from a hquse to make as
et b:h as dpoﬂamble the next time they come,
- gﬂme ust and cinders about in such a
thens p,eo ie’ sooner than have any trouble with
o (’)fthepm n;o:stly give them wh.nt they look for?
poken weos Intelligent men with whom I have
isite, ig_(;r t]me ]the following account of his per-
estay. 04 l:ewast week, viz. : Monday, 51d. ;
“ridav""l,( 3 ednesday, 4}d. ; Thursday, 7d. ;
¥ 93d.; and Saturday, 5d. This he received

in money, and was independent of beer. He had
on the same week drawn rather more than five loads
each day, to the yard, which made his gross earnings
for the week, wages and perquisites together, to be
145, 01d. which he considers to be a fair average
of his weekly earnings as connected with dust,
3rd. The loaders of the carts for shipment are
the same persons as those who collect the dust,
but thus employed for the time being., The pay
for this work is by the “ piece” also, 2d. per
chaldron between four persons being the usual
rate, or 4. per man., The men so engaged
have no perquisites, The barges into which they
shoot the scil or “brieze,” as the case may be,
hold from 50 to 70 chaldrons, and they consider
the loading of one of these barges a good day’s
work. The average cargo 1s about 60 chaldrons,
which gives them 2s. 6d. per day, or somewhat
more than their average earnings when collecting.
4th. The cariers of cinders to the cinder
heap. I have mentioned that, ranged round the
sifters in the dust-yard, are a number of baskets,
into which are put the various things found among
the dust, some of these being the property of the
master, and others the perquisites of the hill man
or woman, as the case may be. The cinders and
old bricks are the property of the master, and to
remove them to their proper heaps boys are em-
pleyed by him at 1s. per day. These boys are
almost universally the children of dustmen and
sifters at work in the yard, and thus not omly
help to increase the earnings of the family, but
qualify themselves to become the dustmen of a
future day.
5th, The hill-man or hill-woman. The hill-
man enters into an agreement with the contractor
to sift all the dust in the yard throughout the year
at so much per load and perquisites. The usual
sum per load is 6d., nor have I been able to ascer-
tain that any of these people undertake to do it at
a less price. Such is the amount paid by the
contractor for Whitechapel. The perquisites of
the hill-man or hill-woman, are rags, bones, pieces
of old metal, old tin or iron vessels, old boots and
shoes, and one-half of the money, jewellery, or other
valuables that may be found by the sifters.
_ The hill-man or hill-woman employs the follow-
ing persons, and pays them at the following rates.
Ist. The sifters are paid ls. per day when
employed, but the employment is not constant.
The work cannot be pursued in wet weather, and
the services of the sifters are required only when
a large heap has accumulated, as they can sift
much faster than the dust can be collected. The
employment is therefore precarious; the paymen:
has not, for the last 30 years at least, been more
than 1s. per day, but the perguisites were greater.
They formerly were allowed one-half of whatever
was found ; of late years, however, the hill-man has
gradually reduced the perquisites “ first one thing
and then another,” until the only one they have
now remaining is half of whatever money or other
valuable article may be found in the process of
sifting. These valuables the sifters often pocket,
if able to do so unperceived, but if discovered in the

. attempt, they are Immediately discharged.
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9ud. “The fillersiin,” or shovellers of dust
into the sieves of sifters, are in general any poor
fallows who may be straggling about in search of
employment. They are sometimes, however, the
grown-up boys of dustmen, not yet permanently
engaged by the contractor. These are paid 2s.
per day for their labour, but they are considered
more as casualty men, though it often happens, if
¢hands” are wanted, that they are regularly en-
gaged by the contractors, and become regular dust-
men for the remainder of their lives.

3rd. The little fellows, the children of the
dustmen, who follow their mothers to the yard,
and help them to pick rags, bones, &c., out of the
sieve and put them into the baskets, as soon as
they are able to carry a basket between two of
them to the separate heaps, are paid 3d. or 4.
per day for this work by the hill-man.-

The wages of the dustmen have been increased
within the last seven years:from 6d. per load 1o
8d. among the large contractors—the * small
masters,” however, still continue to pay 6d. per
Joad. This increase in the rate of remuneration
was owing to the men complaining to the com-
missioners that they were not able to live.upon
what they earned at 6d. ; an enquiry was made
into the truth of tlie men’s assertion; and the re-
sult was that the commisionersdecided upon letting
the contracts to such  parties only as-would under-
take to pay a fair price to their workmern. The
contractors, accordingly, increased the.remunera-
tion of the labourers; since then the principal mas-
ters have paid 8d. per load to the collectors. It is
right I should add, that I could not hear—though
T made special enquiries on the subject—thas the
wages had been in any one instance reduced since
Free-trade has come into operation. :

The usual hours of labour vary according to
the mode of payment. The * collectors,” or men
out with the cart, being paid by the .load; work
as long as the light Jasts;- the fillersin” and
sifters, on the other hand, being paid by the day,
work the ordinary hours, viz., from six to six,
with the regular intervals for meals,

The summer is the worst time for all hands, for
then the dust decreases in guantity ; the collectors,
however, make up for the “slackness” at- this
period by nightwork, and,” being paid by the
““ piece™ or load at the dust business, are not dis-
charged when their employment is less brisk,

It has been shown that the dustmen who per-
ambulate the streets usnally collect five loads in a
day ; this, at 8d. per load, leaves them about
1s. 8d. each,and so makes their weekly earnings
amount to about 10s. per week. Moreover,
there are the ° perquisites” from the houses
whence they remove the dust; and further,
the dust-collectors are frequently employed at
the night-work, which is always a distinct mat-
ter from the dust-collecting, &ec., and paid for
independent of their regular weekly wages, so
that, from all I can gather, the average wages of
the men appear to be rather more than 1b5s.
Some admitted to me, that in busy times they
often earned 25s. a week.

Then, again, dustwork, as with the weaving of

silk, is a kind of family work. The husband,

wife, and children (unfortunately) all work at j;
The consequence is, that the earnings of the whole
have to be added together in order to arrive gt
a notion of the agaregate gains,

The following may therefore be taken as a fair
average of the earnings of a dnstman and his
family when tn full employment, The elder boys
when able to earn 1s.a day set up for thep.
selves, and do mnot allow their wages to go into
the common purse.

£ s d. £ s d
- Man, 5 loads per day,
or 30 loads per week, at

4d. perload . . .010 0
- Perquisites, or beer
money . . 0 2 93

Night-work for 2 nights-
aweek . . . . . .0 5 0

017 6}
Woman, or sifter, per )
week, at 1s. perday . .0 6 0
Perquisites, say 3d. a
day . . . . . . .0 16
—_ 0 76
Child, 3d. per day, car-
rying rags, bones, &e. . ———— 0 1§
Total . 1 6 9

These are the earnings, it should be bornein
mind, of a family in full employment. Perhaps
it may be fairly said that the earnings of the
single men are, on an average, 15s. a week, and
11, for the family men all the year round.

.Now, when we remember that the wages of
many agricultural labourers are but 8s.a week,
and the earnings of many needlewomen not 6d. a
day, it must be confessed that the remuneration
of ‘the dustmen, and even of the dustwomen,is
comparatively high. This certainly is not due
to what Adam Smith, in his chapter on the
Difference of Wages, terms the ¢ disagreeable
ness of the employment.” ¢ The wages of la
bour,” he says,  vary with the ease or hardship,
the cleanliness or dirtiness, the honourableness
or dishonourableness, of the employment” It
will be seen— when we come to treab of
the nightmen—that ‘the most .offensive, and “per-
haps the least honourable, of ail trades, is far from
ranking among the best paid, as it should, if the
above principle held good. That the disagreeable:
ness of the occupation may in a measure tend to
decrease the competition among the labourers,
there cannot be the least doubt, but that it wil
consequently induce, as political economy woul
have us believe, a larger amount of wages to accri®
to each of the labourers, is certainly another of
the many assertions of that science which must
be pronounced “mnot proven.” For the dustmen
are paid, if anything, less, and certainly not more,
than the usual rate of payment to the .Lnndoll
labourers; and if the earnings rank high,
times go, it is because all the members of the
family, from the very earliest age, are able to
work at the business, and so add to the gentf
gains.
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The dustmen ore, generally speaking, an he-
reditary race; when children they are reared in
the dust-vard, snd are habituated to the work
weadually 2s they grow un; after which, almost as
o patural consequence, they follow the business
for the remainder of their lives. These may
be said to be boru-and-bred dustmen. The num-

hers of the regular men are, however, from time

till the cart is fully loaded ; ther the men make
the best of their way to the dust-yard, where
they shoot the contents of the cart on to the
heap, and again proceed on their regular rounds.
The dustmen, in their appearance, very much
resemble the waggoners of the coal-merchants.
They generally wear knee-breeches, with ancle
hoots or gaiters, short dirty smockfrocks or coarse

chin
J

S e
2

to time recruited from the ranks of the many ill- | gray jackets, and fantail hats. In one particular,

T gl o kS H
Lgi;z P wid labourers with which Londor_l :1])01111515. however, they are at first sight distinguishable 3
. ﬁ% ] | = When hands are wanted for any special occasion | from the coal-merchants’ men, for the latter are RN
- s Moo E anemployer has only to go to any of the dock- | invariably black from coal dust, while the dust- IENE
] edliih YA £ outes, to find at all times hundreds of starving | men, on the contrary, are gray with ashes. RN
? z wretches anxiously watching for the chance of In their personal appearance the dustmen are C
. ;ﬁr oo retting something to do, even at the rate of 4d. most}ytall stalwart fellows; there is nothing sickly- o : ifz
B g perhour. As the operation of emptying a dust- | looking about them, and yet a considerable part o [ e
g %:f%f bin requires only the ability to handle a shovel, | of their time is passed in the yards and in the RS
= EJE 18 £ which every Jabouring man ean manage, all work- | midst of effluvia most offensive, and, if we believe k
. Ay E- men, however unskilled, can at once engage in | ““zymotic theorists,”as unhealthy to those unaccus- P
B e B the occupation; and it often happens that the | tomed to them ; nevertheless, the children, who E
- ERESS £ men thus casually employed remain at the calling | may be said to be reared in the yard and to have ¥
3 it 3 for the remainder of their lives. ™hereare no | inhaled the stench of the dust-heap with their
i houses of call whence the men are taken on | first breath, are healthy and strong, It is said,
when wenting work. There are certainly public- | moreover, that during the plague in London the
3 houses, which are denominated houses of call, in | dustmen were the persons who carted away the
i the neighbourhood of every dust-yard, but these | dead, and it remains a tradition among the class
1id are merely the drinking shops of the men, whither | to the present day, that not one of them died of
they resort of an evening aiter the Jabour of the | the plague, even during its greatest ravages. In
éay is accomplished, and whence they are fur- | Paris, too, it is well known, that, during the cheo-
Iera of 1849, the quarter of Belleville, where

nished in the course of the afternoon with beer:
but such houses cannot be said to constitute the
dustman’s “labour-market,” as in the tailoring
and other trades, they being never resorted to

as hiring-places, but rather used by the men only-

when hired. If a master have mot enough
“hands” he usually inquires among his men, who
mostiy know some who—owing, perhaps, to the
failure of their previous master in getting his
vsual contract—are only casunally emploved at
other places, Such men are immediately en-
taged in preference to others; but if these cannot
lie found, the contractors at ence have recourse to
the system already stated.

_ Tie mammer in which the dust is collected is very
simple. The “filler” and the “carrier” perambulate
the sireets with a heavily-built high box eart, which
13mostly coated with a thick crust of filth,and drawn
Ly a clumsy-looking horse. These men used, before

the night-soil and refuse of the city is deposited,
escaped the freest from the pestilence; and in
London the dustmen boast that, during both the
recent visitations of the cholera, they were alto-
gether exempt from the disease. “ Look at that
fellow, sir !” said one of the dust-contractors to
me, pointing to his son, who was a stout red-
cheeked young man of about twenty. Do you
see anything ailing about him? Well, he has been
in the yard since he was born. There stands
my house just at the gate, so yon see he hadn’t
far to travel, and when quite a child he used to
play and root away here among the dust all his
time. I don’t think he ever had a day’s illness
in his life. The people about the yard are =all
used to the smell and don’t complain about it.
It’s all stoff and nonsense, all this talk about
dust-yards being unhealthy.  I’ve never done

"‘anl‘L-.
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tac passing of the late Street Act, to ring a dull- | anything else all my days and I don’t think I
sounding Lell so as to give notice to housekeepers | look very ill. I shouldn’t wonder now but whas
bt thelr approach, but now they merely ery, in a | I°d be set down as being fresh from the sea-side
. hoxrse unmusical voice, * Dust oyv-eh I” Two men | by those very fellows that write all this trash about
it r_,-g,, ' empany the cart, which is furnished with a short { a matter that they don’t know just #Zat about ;” and i
i i “adder and two shovels and baskets. These baskets | he snapped his fingers contemptuously in the air, L
l Jﬁ N of the men fills from the dust-bin, and then | and, thrusting both hands into his breeches pockets, '
it ig helps them alternately, as fast as they ave filled, | strutted about, apparently satisfied that he had the
e HE upon the shoulder of the other man, who carries | best of the argument. He was, in fact, a stout, ,
i Lo ;he{r} one by one to the cart, which is placed im- | jolly, red-faced man. Indeed, the dustmen, as i
i1t i mediately aloneside the pavement in front of the { a class, appear to be healthy, strong men, and o
R m"olfﬂt where they are at work. The carrier | extraordinary instances of longevity are common -
£ L ‘ts up the s1dc. of t].le cart by meaus of the [ among them. I heard of one dustman Who. lived '
¥ _ - Jauder, discharges into it the contents of the | to be 115 years; another, named Wood, died at
i n:t‘sket on his shoulder, and then returns below | 100; and the well-known Richard Tyrrell died
s | Dl;n t}f . ﬁtllgr basket u;h?ch his mate has filled for | only a short time back at the advanced age of 97.
s s 11 ¢ Interim.  This process is pursued till | The mls{'ort_une is, that we have no large series of
e S cieared away, and repeated at different houses | facts on this subject, so that the longevity and
Rl ] P 2
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QE%%{ ‘ healith of the dustmen might be compared with y in someql}t})lw strec}f er ]zm? not fur1 fr}clnn lEhe st “
. : I of other classes. vard. ¢ men have rarely any clothes but those et of the East-end d g . o
R th(ﬁ: almost all their habits the Dustmen are in which they work. For their breakfast the dustmen T:[:r bhave patronized tllllzt%?l]:ri‘iﬁ;n;i;h?!:é} Lél-zd, fij ‘dlfhk that they spend most of their money
e :‘TIEE : similar to the Costermongers, with the exception | on their rounds mostly go to some cheap coifee- of London. ; e ity i dval“a)]', and then starve the poor women, and
}“EH ' that they seem to want thelr cunning and natural | house, where they get a pint or half-pint of coffec, he politics of the dustmen are on a par with t}?eOL < ht 1’e)mﬂah011_1}: at a shocking rate, so that
& L F quickness, and that they have little or mno pre- taking their bread with them as a matter of eco- their literary attainments—they cannot be said | w Y q ave the life of dogs, or worse. I don't ;
: 3 4 dilection for gaming. Costermongers, Lowever, | nomy. Their midday meal is taken in the public. E ., Lave anv. I cannot su:yf that thow :1re ’51011 er at anything they do. Yes, they’re ‘
' !i-;'?:'?? are essentially traders, and all trade is a species | house, and isalmost always bre‘ad and cheese and % Chartists, for they have mo very clear %’nc;w ; ”m}a rme.d: as far as I -kuow; that is, they live
}E!'L of rambling—the risking of a certain sum of money | beer, or else a saveloy or a piece of fat pork or wdoe of what “the charter” re uir(;" \Thi: .orie,t 1er as man and'vnfe, though they’re not
g ‘E' :§ to obtain more; hence spring, perhaps, the gam- | bacon, and at night they mostly wind up” by cer?:ﬁnly have a confused motion t}‘}“ 1: ey E[‘ ery particular, certainly, about the ceremony.
i b e ) f bling propensities of low traders, such as costers, | deep potations at their favourite house of call, E ine acainst the Government 'u; 1 ﬂb tsmtlie'- ne fact is, a regular dustman don’t understand
h&ﬁ : and Jew clothes-men ; and hence, too, that natural Phere are many dustmen now advanced in years 8+ nactment of it would make théml all 1~i:r1):t . b l: muck abont.such”mattem’ and, I believe, don't

: &:é*;} ; sharpness which characterizes the same classes. | born and reared at the Bast-end of London, who fE .s to the nature of the benefits which 2 "‘; ou;ld Carl‘; much, either. .

e ] R The dustmen, on the contrary, have regular em- have never in the whole course of their lives been confer upon them, or in what manner it would be | a romhall I could learn on this subject, it would
5 Ell : ployment and something like regular wages, and | as far west as Temple-bar, who know nothing E fikely to operate upon their interest, they 20 i_PvPeaf'. t1 at, for one dustm:}n that is married, 20
i therefore rest content with what they can earn in whatever of the affairs of the country, and who 2 .ot as n body. the sliohtest ide ’T} v }a\'e live with women, buf remain constant to them ;

1 ﬁi‘ their usual way of business. have never attended a place of worship. Asan £ cieep-rooted ya‘.mipat'nycto the L(;;ice ﬂle} 1‘:}3 md}eied, both mt‘? am'i women abide faithfully by
ji g§ Very few of them understand cards, and I could [ Instance of the extreme ignorance of these people, tzates, and all connected with tﬁ)e ildl’l‘lirii::‘l'?t?ls- eac ' orth}(:r, Fand for this reason—the woman earns
B 5 ot learn that they ever play at  pitch and toss.” T may mention that I was furnished by one ofthe  E of justice, Jooking upon them as their ;mltu‘;)ri ne?11 y half as much as the man. If the men
3 ot T remarked, however, a number of parallel lines | contractors with. the flddI‘ESS of o dustman whqm E omies, They associate with none hut thena- fina women were careful and prudent, they might,

" EAnE cuch as are used for playing “shove halfpenny,” | his master considered to be one of the most i~ E  selves; and in the public-houses where thei-. th m assured, live well and comfortable ; but by far .
;’Ygi on a deal table in the taproom frequented by telligent men in his employ. Being desitous of K resort there is a room set apart for the s ecial th: grezll)t]e.ar portion of the carnings of both go to ‘
iRty them. The great amusement of their evenings | hearing his statement from his own lips Isentfr B use of the  dusties,” as they are called whe};e ol auth pubiican, for I am informed, on competent '
i seems to be, to smoke as many pipes of tobaceo | the man, and after some conversation with him K¢ athers are allowed to ntrede. exeent introduod du or;t), that a dustman will not think of sitting
i and drink as many pots of beer as possible. was proceeding to note down what he said, whes by one of themselves, or at tlie spng ol desire ‘; ¢ 10“'“ or a spree without his woman. The children,

% I believe it will be found that all persons in the the moment I opened my note-book and took the ' the majority of the party, and on stoh oc;a s | E soon as they are able to go into the yard, help
it hebit of driving horses, such as cabmen, ‘busmen, | pencil in my hand, he started up, exclaiming,— £ ihe stranger is treated \,vith reat rosn tS 3 ; elr moth_ers in plc}::ng out the rags, bones, &e.,
“No,no! I’ll have mone of that there work— [ consideration. g spect an rfom the sieve, and in putting them in the basket.

hey are never sent to school, and as soon as they

stage-coach drivers, &¢., are peculiarly partial to in-
toxicating drinks, The cause of this I leave
others to determine, merely observing that there
would seem to be two reasons for it : the first is,
their frequent stopping at public-houses to water or
change their horses, so that the idea of drinking
is repeatedly suggested to their minds even if the
practice be not expecied of them ; while the second

I'm not such ab fool as you takes me tobe
__T doesn’t understand it, I tells you, and Il
not have it, now that’s plain ;” —and so saying
he ran out of the room, and descended the entire
flight of stairs in two jumps. T jollowed him to
explain, but unfortunately the pencil was still i
one hand and the book in the other, and jmme-

As to the morals of these people, it may easily
be supposed that they are not of an over-strict
c‘har’act?r. One of the contractors said to me
“1'd just trust ome of them as far as I could
fling a bull by the tail; but then,” he added
with a callousness that proved the laxity of
discipline among the men was due more to his

are sufficiently strong are mostly employed in some
capacity or other by the contractor, and in due
time become dustmen themselves. Some of the
children, in the neighbourhood of the river, are
mud-larks, and others are bone-grubbers and ras-
gatherers, on a small scale ; neglected and thrown
on their own resources at an early age, without

reason is, that being out continually in the wet, | diately I made my appearance at the door he neglect of his duty to them than from any | any but th .

they resort to stimulating liquors as a preventive to took to his heels, again with three others who special  perversity  on  their parts, © ﬂ;zt y o }’dut EmDSt depraved to guide them, it is no

¢ oolds ” until at length a habit of drinking is | seemed to be waiting for him there. One of th‘e k. done of wy business; they do my ;,.m.]. e th(?lj er to find that many of them turn thieves. To
most difficult points in my labours is to makesuwch  BY  that’s ol T wani with ih on, ané adll } ;l;llf: e\;:g;iz;c; gf the case there are, however, some few

formed. Moreover, from the mere fact of passing
continually through the air, they are enabled to
drink a greater quantity with comparative Im-
punity. Be the cause, however, what it may, the
dustmen spend a large proportion of their earnings
in drink. There is always some public-house in
the neighbonrhood of the dust-vard, where they
obtain credit from one week to another, and
here they may be found every night from the
moment their work is done, drinking, and
smoking their long pipes—their principal amuse-
ment censisting in “chaffing” each other. This
¢ chaffing ” consists of a species of scurrilous jokes

L

aéiow;’. You see they’re not like other people,
:-ey re lleared toit, Their fathers before them
vero dustmen, and when lads they go into the
);TC} as sifters, and when they grow up
IIE)‘ take to the shovel, and go ont with the
i‘l?gs mTéle)"' learn a!l they know in the dust-
g "li‘ 3]'(3!11131ay judge from that what their
Elmunrrothb (lihe ¥ fo be. If they find anything
o o GI usﬁ you may be sure that mneither
oorint \;1' ever hear anything about it;
o Lt STII er) are, they know a little 100 much
- h F) know, as we'll as here and there
Lo Where the dolly-shop is; dut, as I said

men as these comprehend the object or use of my
investigations.
Among 20 men whom I met in one vard, thee
were only five who could read, and only two out
of that five could write, even imperfectly. These
two are looked up to by their companions as Pi-
digies of learning and are listened to as oracles,
on all occasions, being believed to understand
every subject thoroughly. It need hardly be
added, however, that their acquirements are 0
the most meagre character.

TPhe dustmen are very partial to a song, and
always prefer one of the doggrel street Dallads,

Some of the dustmen are prudent well-behaved :
men and have decent homes ; many of this class 1
Lave been agricultural Jahourers, who by distress Rt
or from some other cause, have found their way t(;
London. This was the case with one whom I
talked with: he had been a labourer in Essex
employed by a farmer named Izzod, whom he Lo
spoke of as being a kind good man. Mr. Izzod N
had a large farm on the Earl of Mornington's S
estate, and after he had sunk his capital in the
improvement of the land, and was about to
reap the fruits of his lahour and his money, the

S hae
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as the night advances, and as the men get heated
with liquor. Sometimes the joking ends in a
general quarrel ; the next morning, however, they
are all as good friends as ever, and mutually agree
in laying the blame on the “ cussed drink.”

One-half, at least, of the dustmen’s earnings, is,
T am assured, expended in drink, both man and

Teeel o .
;r-;‘é;;?gsme J}?" any one.” [With such masters
stated flot S;];c principles—though it should be
Sion arelb te sentiments expressed on this occa-
lower c]aaﬂll f‘snmlar to what I hear from the
*Xpected t]Zw.c;; tiraders every day—how can it be
level of 1]. Ofse poor fellows ecan be above the
e mere beasts of burden that they

rian voices. At the conclusion there is ugoally
a loud stamping of feet and rattling of quart pots
on the table, expressive of their approbation.

The dustmen mnever frequent the twopenny
hops, but sometimes make up 2 party
« theaytre.” They generally go in al
their wives, if married, and their gals,”

work. in the country, came to London, and, dis-
covering a cousin of his engaged in a dust-yard, got
employed through him at the same place, where
he remains to the present day. This man was
well clothed, he had good strong lace boots, gray
worsted stockings, a stout pair of corduroy bre’eghes
a short smockfrock and fantail. He has kepi,:

i supposed to be given and taken in good part, and i w5 hich , farmer was ejectad ) .
;,? the noise and uproar occasioned thereby increases | with what they calla “ jolly ch-m.‘us anw Wt 0{ ;éfm'e, that’s none of my business. Lel every one z;nd b“o-l'ei ?ec,f dat Itlprli.oment s notice, beggared
f during their festivities, they all join with sten %k out for them sluss. as I do. and then thew | in B roken-hearted, his occurred near Roydon,
il \ ten they | 1n Lissex. The labourer, finding itdifficult to obtain

=DET L ; e TreRRa PR
A ey 6

woman assisting in squandering their money in this B llery, and o] €4

: o : ; I se. .

1 way. They usually live In rooms for which they | They are always to be found in the gallery, S to their women,” conti .

: A & e , ,~ continued the | himself -

! . pay from 1s. 6d. to 2s. per week rent, three or four | greatly enjoy the melodramas performed 81‘i}th: ;e ;‘;“9}‘, “1 don't trouble my head about such dissiseiii';lli.mof% Itlamdm}d’ from the drunkenness and

i dust-men and their wives frequently lodging in the | cond-class minor theatres, e§peclally if Thef mh"ga. Ibelieve the dustmen are as sood tothem as | of t]llj;e new h 153 Sbt?en. He says that many

i L same houmse. These rooms are cheerless-looking, plenty of murdering scenes 1n them. ﬂ;a:mGuﬂi'e "0[:11 men, and I’m sure their wives would be ns | chanies or peo;;l;e, S“ ' :)ah-t%etl,m d:lSI;',\\'oI‘k are me-

: . . . - " s i i as R . . H 3 y ave lee ‘ b1 -
rick, previous to its being burat, Was & ¥ other women, if they only had the chance | that these get thinking about w‘[?qt t]fet;ell;z&fg bc::1 .

5 < Flrav 1,

and almost unfurnished—and are always situate ¢
"{ the best,

ut you rre : 1
But you see they ’re all such fellows | till to drown their carc they take to drinking, and
ot
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tnown as “ running dustmen,” that is to say, per-
«ms who collect the dust without any sanciion
irom the parish; but the number belonging to this

vouldn't lush as much as half-a-dozen on’em ¢p
bl X c

lush now; somchow the dusties hasn’t got the

stuff in ‘em as they used fo have. A few yer

think I have over estimated the incomings, or
under estimated the out-goings ; at least I have
striven to avoid doing so, in order that no in

o .y \
Sapai N b

often become, in the course of a year or so, WOISC
than the “old hands” who have been rearcd to
sho business and have ¢ nothing atall to think
L -~

T e

iqLe: he b : ago the fellers ‘w'd think nothink 0’ lushin avay dass has considerably diminisied si,l,lce the great | justice might be done to the members of the : ;
L g about. . e o | for five or six days without niver going anigh their deterioration in the price of ** hrieze.”  Assuming, | trade. i 13
L Among the dustmen there is no “Society " nor iver v hool in all my life; | hen, that the great and litile master dustme hi t : 3] 8
fas o " iallv devoted to the class— home., I niver vos at a schoo { vie; | 1zen, tha great « ¢ sier dustmen This aggregate profit, when divided among the A
HIZ ¥ ¥ . alls - { . . b . . . - . . a8
I L “ Benefic Club,” specially (10‘0 ¢ thev can obtain | don't lnow what it’s good for. It may be wery cmploy on an average between six and seven carts | 90 contractors, will make the clear oains of each L
HE L - > v ;!_ .} H - . ) = o . . '- . -~ .- _:
HEs 20 prm’fden’ﬁ ?amuno? \} 1(3_111(:?1 e.. 1 "or accident. | well for the likes o’ you, but I doesn't kuow i eich, we have the following statement as to the . | master dustman amount to about 8001, Per annum : - I
A ¢ rali i vent of sickness ace - . S D > - ', o - Iv iderahlr . . EEANRIE N -
i !lehef < m tae -? that. when En or injured, they wd do a dustie any good.. '}011 see, vei In} _ CATITAT OF THE LoxDpox DusT TRADE, of course some derive cgms;derubl} more than this S EN j
i The consequence 1s that, - eion to some | not out with the cart, I digs here all day;and B i amount, and some considerably less, M
E g§ e are oblized to obtain letters of admiszion to s yraps I°m up all night, and digs avay agen the [§ 600 Carts, at 20l each . . . £12,000 S
ﬁf&u T of the hospitals, and there remain tiil <iur_ed._ In }m;t day. Vo does I care for reading, or any- 600 Horses, at 250, each . . . 15,000 Or e Loxpo¥ SEWIRAGE AXD SCAVENGERY, e
L . a1 3 acity abour, their inva- | B¢ ¢ . - S Qets 2 9 . )
o cases of total Incapacity for 11‘9016;,(3(1 thev look | think of that there kind, ven I gets home axte 600 Sets of harness, at 27 per set. 1,200 Tiuz subject I have now to treat—principally as e ii '
‘ s ia -ork ze; : oS : R ST { 2 5 ; g 2 . S I
‘o riable refuge is the » o;Lnoi}Le P 'Izt all) to this | my vork ? Itell you vot I likes, though ! vhy,Ijs: [ 209 Ladders, at 3°' C“"ﬁ A 1 ;0 regards strect-labour, but generally in its sanitary, HSIE
: ¥ o S L iz : P . Si H LS. t p ] . ~ - . H -
forward (whenever they foresee = h the | likes two or three pipes o’ baccer, and & potortwe [ 1200 Baskets, at 2s. each . . . 120 social, and economical bearings—may really he i 8
- svlum as their resting-place in old age, with the . d then I tumblesin [ 1200 Shovels, at 2s. each . . . 120 ermed vast, It is of the cleansine of a eanital of g
: : 453 o s s o Tk of it as© the house” | Of zood heavy and a song, and t! tumblesin B s ermed vast. It is of the cleansing of a capital city, A
vl i d [ . 3 ' = - . . -
" grealest equammn},fil’l ImL' 011 a3 the great | With my Sall, and I'm as happy as hers and | . 1 cavital oa with its thousands of miles of streets and roads
>z P » { Q42 —wi - £l - .: 1 fo4 . A
i o par excellence, or as ™ the big house, B ere von. Mhat there Sall of mine’s a stinaner— [ Being a total capitai of . . £28,590 o the surface, and its thousands of miles of
i hiouse,” or “the old house.’ There are, however,

MThers ain’t never a voman cau
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a riglar sunner. sewers and drains #ider the surface of the earth.

seatiered about in every part of London numerous

henefit clubs made up of working-men of every

- Tavesls? ..
she varns as much as I does; the oniy thing i,

sift a heap quickerer mor my Sall. Someiimes J

If, therefore, we assert that the capital of this
tade 15 between 25,0000, and 30,0007 in value,

And first let me deal with the subject in a his-
torical point of view,

description, such as Old Friends, Qdd Fellows,
Foresters, and Birmingham societies, and with
come one or other of these the beiter class of
Custmen are connccted. The general rule, how-
ever, is, that the men engaged in this tr:llde be-
long to no benefit club whatever, and t.mf in
the season of their adversity they are ut.:erly
unprovided for, and consequently become I?Fu'acns
to the parishes wherein they happen to reside.

I visited a large dust-yard at the cast end of

she’s sitch a beggar for lush, that there Sall of [
mine, and then she kicks up sitch jolly rows, you X
niver see the like in your life, That there’sthe B
only fault, as I know on, in Sall; but, barme  §
that, she’s a hout-and-houter, and worth a helfz
dozen of t other sifters—pick’em out vare yeu
likes. No, we ain’t married ‘zactly, thonghi’s al
one for all that. I sticks to Sall, and: Sftll sticks
to I, and there’s an end on’f:—vot s it ioawy
von? Ireclects a-picking the rags and things o

we shall net be far wrong either way.

0Of the annual income of the same trade, it is
simost impossible to arrive at any positive results;
iat, in the absence of zll authentic information on
the subject, we may make the subjoined conjec-

Public scavengery or street-cleansing, from the
earliest periods of our history, since municipal
authority regunlated the internal economy of our
cities, has been an object of some attention. In
the records of all our civic corporations may be
‘e, found byelaws, or some equivalent measure, to

TxcoME oF THE LoxDox Dust TRADL enforce the clean;s_ing of the streets, DBut these

Sum paid {o contractors for the re- ’ iﬁ‘gzlgﬁ?zz w§re I:Itt}g ;\nforf:ed. bIE vf:as ordered

moval of dust from the 176 metropo- ets shou @ be swept, but often enough

CAET Yot e ey

Ak inie

PeR

P rdierndal

| - . . - men were not employed by the authorities to S

- - < tiine a statement ! i . . [ ian parishes, at 2007, each parish .  £852 oo R
*gi’ ; Ziondon, for the purpose of %e h;i::’l W '13‘ at the | of mother’s sieve, when I were a young'un,andz  §. Sllgl obta i';; ed for 900 000p10'1 dl of 35,200 sweep them ; until after the great fire of London, IS
H ! Py £ am - T W H l A . . I} .. L ok b N > € Bt 1) : ) o,
LY from one oi tliu.nm}ll. —'1!{‘3 lnt‘{r sif’he d‘q 21 from | puiting ‘em all in the heap jist as 18 m,lghiu b B 2% 92, 6. ven load’ > 112.500 and in many parts for years after that, the trades- '
B et ” r vl - o — g T . . L own « $hnk w3y (b S0, U, . - . -~ 3 : 3 £

time of my visit, shovelng ¢ st there. I vos alius in o dust-yard. I don’s tim: ? P e men’s apprentice swept the dirt from the front of

Youseel £147 ,_06 his master’s house, and left it in the street, to be

removed at the leisure of the scavenger. This :
was in the streets most famous fer the wealth T
and commercial energy of the inhabitants. The :
streets inhabited by the poor, until about the :
beginning of the present century, were rarely P
swept at all. The unevenness of the pavement,

the accumulation of wet and mud in - rainy

weather, the want of foot-paths, and sometimes

even of grates and kennels, made Cowper, in one

of his letters, describe a perambulation of some of D
these streets as “ going by water.” -

one of the lesser heaps, and, by a greai cﬁffgrt of
strenoth and activity, pitehing each shovel-iull to
the top of a lofty mound, somewhat resembling a
pyramid.  Opposite to him stood @ lmlc‘ woman,
stoutly made, and with her arms bare above the e ne abent haifa-bull [2. 60 o,
elbow ; she was his pariner in the work, and was | - 10* el { e, Sull sometimes yars
irehine shovel-full for shovel-full with him to the take one aay witfl alibtisd. b oo T o ¢
- 'lt:,: f the heap. She wore an old soiled | a5 mucl, and ven I goes 10'-1“ a lma e tidy
oo o <o front ‘ i b d so I cits along pretty Uty g
i ob or two more, and so L giis along y g
t ; ont, and tucked up behind : ‘ : ns Pt CE
POtLg}Ill gc%m}]l,_ Opeﬁfulif; 1-1’51; centur\y é}'e liad | sometimes yarnin more and sometimes ¥ Ia,rmﬂéz B
e of old ot : o ont | T miver vos sick as I kmows onj L've Wl
i 1 Joz : Tiver VO3 5ICK as LT 3 £
ciouts of old rags tu;d ;o.und her ancles to prev em} quecrish of a morning a good many times, but I 2
the dust from geiting into her shoes, a sort of | H™®=" | that sickness; it’s only the lushasd Jg°
towel fastened in front for an apron, and a | Goesh call that sickness;
coarse towel fas i , I

T could do no how in no other place.
vouldn't “be ’appy like; I only knows how v |
vork ot the dust ‘cause I'm used to 1, and &
vos father afore me, and I°Il stick toit aslonges 3

g | A

1 Thus it would appear that the tetal income of
- tiedust trade may be taken at hetween 145,0001,
g nd 150,000, per annum.
e Aminst this we have to set the yearly out-
wmgs of the business, which may be roughly
wtimated as follows :—
Lxrexpizore or wue Loxpos Dusr TRADE.
Wages of 1800 labourers, at 10s. a

i \'-_'eeI; each (including sifters and car-
s

BT YL

L e sohily d her head. | nothink more. The smells nothink at :’11], ok et . . . £46,500 |  Lven this state of things was, however, an '
3 ved }1-3.11(11.\(31'0}118{ bolund tig 1t' A raun T Tt | you gits used to it. Lor’ bless you! you d thmf: g weop of 600 horses, at 10s. a week improvement. In the accounts of the London
; In this trin she worked i :]m 1:.(;1: .011 '}ixo'fael;s hothink on it in a veek’s time,—no, no MO M By . . . . . . 15,600 | street-broils and fights, from the reign of Henry
33 pace 1}'1th the man, but often threw two S,_ ‘f 111 do. -There’s tventy on us vorks here—Tigien “Earr:md tear of stock in trade . 4000 | IIL.,, more especially during the war of the
for his one, although he was a tall, powertu I don’t think there’s von on’em ‘cept SC““""‘E.-‘, - Rent for 90 yards, at 1002 a year Roses, down to the civil war which terminated
g fellow. She smiled when she saw me nolicing Jack can read, but he can do it swunning; k23 B < (arge and small) . . 9000 { in the beheuding of Charles I., mention is more ::

er, and seemed to contimue her work with greater
Ly assiduity. I learned that she was deaf, and spoke
| so indistinctly that no stranger could understand
her. She had also a defect in her sight, which

Jatter circumstance had compelled her to abandon

3 can :_‘ a . . ~
R ~——— | or less made of the combatants having availed

L B , themselves of the shelter of the rubbish in the
s 3 The o2 . streets. These mounds of rubbish were then
- g v avove estimates kinds of street-barricades, opposing the progress
B Temate resulty s o

a n}
out vith the eart now, but he’s the caap @
: N
patter tc you as long as he likes. ¢ tho
Concerning the capital and income o the

: ; ; may b
don dust husiness, the following estimate & :
nvesied ¥

LT

give us the following ag-

o p he eould mot well distinguish the | given as to the amount of property? T Dot et ) _ of passengers, like the piles of overturned omni- ”.I'__'g 7
tne siting, as shc Cotl h Phe poor | and accruing to the trade. e B s yearly incomings of the Lon- buses and other vehicles of the modern Irench N -
various articles found in : he duaﬁ- el;tp 1 3?1?” It has been computed that there are 90: . i tuelt trade . © | £147700 | street-combatants. There is no doubt that in the o
creature had therefore taken tot ehs ti\ f:) ,an e | tractors, large and small ; of these upwards of 7 il yearly out-goings . 75,400 | older times these mounds were composed, first, g
works with it every day, doing the Jabour o thirds, :)r mc)’out 35, may be said to be 11 ?-C‘:' of the earth dug out for the foundation of some B |
sirongest men. - coforred to T obtained the | siderable way of business, possessing man g“[ - Total yearly profit £72,300 building, or the sinking of some well, or (later . ' l : I ;
From the S abo.\ ° ‘feFerie 03 @ lE}Lustie .—_ | and horses, as well as employing 2 large b‘; "}nﬁ; E: | Henee : ] ——— | on) the formation of some drain; for these works b 1
following statement :—* Fat df;‘rt{.los tfore him for people ; some yards have as many as '_E;.)'O ]‘-“c:* m'mci 1t would appear that the profits of the | were often long in hand, not only from the inter- . [
T{OS a’i.lf {ﬁll hli %:)fﬁ:ran%ir&; \:)s ifl:tls arom’n : | connected with them, The remaining 50 W* Y oractors are very mearly at the rate of ruptions of civil strife and from want of funds, RS
can’t tell nov . i ‘ 3 i

a3 sl
: ] £ yhom 2 “Vi. per cent, v pvnnandd
are composed of  small men,” soree 0f ¥ : t. on their expenditure. I de not

ulowed if he but from indifference, owing to the long delav in
—sich a Leggar for lush. Vhy I’'m blowed if he , . ¢ dely
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BAT L their completion, and were often altngether.ab:m- been choked, so ﬂmt _the sewage forced its way pery and sewerage, therefore, differs in this respect. | popularly known as “0ld Q.,” who resided at the
é 3 doned. After dusk the strects of‘the capital of thrnu.gh the gratings into thed strect‘s and yards, |8 iDhe scavengery is commited to the care of the | wesiern end of Piccadilly, had not lived to enjoy,
J‘g }? S England conld mot be traversed \\'1t110}1t lsmterns {looding all_ the undergroun lapmtments and B coveral parishes, cach making its own contract; undisturbed by vulgar noises, his bed of down.
- A or torches. This was the case until the last | often the around floors of the houses, as well as ¥ the sewerage is consigned by Parliament to a until it was his hour to rise and take his bath of
‘ ,'}5 dad 40 or 50 vears in nearly all the smaller towns.of the pul.)hc thoronghfares with ﬁlt_h. . : hody of onimissioners. . In both instances, how- | perfumed milkc ! In short, there was all the fuss :
< k) R England, but there the darkness was the prin- It is mot many months since the neish [ yer, the expenses are paid out of local rates. and absurdity which so often characterise local k
Sy : cipal obstacle; in the inferior parts 'o_f “ Qld boprhood of so m.oderl} a locality a; Waterloe. 5 I shall now proceed to treat of each of these | contests.
KL London,” however, there were the additional n- bmdgc? wis ﬂonded.m this mmlner’, and boats were subjects separately, beginning with the cleansing The macadamized street is made bv a laver
128 conveniences of broken limbs and robbery. used in the Belvidere and York-roads. Onthe & f the streets. of stones, broken small and regular in size
.f Tt would be easy to adduce instances from the | 1st of Augu.st, 1846,.:1{':(31'. @ tremendous'storm of E and spread evenly over the roado e é iy
, 1 olden writers in prf:of of all the above stateients, t}nmder, hail, and rain, miles of the capltal'were E Of TnE STREETS OF LoNDOXN. pressure and friction of the tmfiic will knead : H
but it seems idle to cite proofs of what is known | literally under water; hundreds of publicans E  fupng are now three modes of pavement in the | grind, crush, and knit them into one com act i
3 to all. beer-cellars contained far more water ’than beer, streets of the metropolis. surface.  Until road-making became bept-tler H
The care of the sireets, however, as regards and the damage done was enormous, l‘hese.facis 1. The stone puvement (commonly composed understood, or until the e‘;“rh, part of the H
the removal of the dirt, or, as the weather might | show that tho‘ugh much has been accomphsh?d k- of Aberdeen granite). present century, the roads oven in the suburbs
CIEER be, the dust and mud, seems never to have been | towards t]u? efficient sewerage of tl'le metropolis, 9. The macadamized pazement, or rather road. immediately connectéed with Londor, such e
HELH much of a national consideration. It was left to mich remains io be accomphshel.i still. Ok 3, The wood pavemend. as Islington, Kingsland, Stoke I\Tewinnt(,m and ‘
1z the corporations and the parishes. Each of these The first statute on the slub]ecfil ott the public 1 The stone pavement lias generally, in the several Hackney, were “ repaired when they u:-:mte,d it.”
F had its own especial arrangements for the collec- | sewerage was as early as the 9th year f’f t_he towns of England, been composed of whatever | If there were a “rut,” or ahole, it was filled up or
g_'ik, tion and removal of dirt in 1ts own streets ; and reign of Henry I11L. Thfere were enactments, als, material the quarries or rocks of the neighbour- covered over with stones, and as the drivers usually
e as each parochial or municipal system generally | in most of the succeeding Teigns, but they were - hood supplied, limestone being often thus | avoided such parts, for the sake of their horses’
g’  differed in some respect or other, taken as a | all Pﬂl‘“‘% ““‘C’l c;)nﬂl(::ll]g, arndvli':elatet} nore :r‘ % wed.  In some places, where there were no | feet, another rut was speedily formed alongside of
Elisg: 4 whole, there was no one general mode or system }ocnli dest }ell'ﬂ‘tltb t "‘ﬁ“t 0 tf‘l“:)thS}S :Plno o?e‘l"iem:% 3 quarries available, the stones of a river or rivulet- | theoriginalone. Underthe old system, road-mend- :
gaait v adopted. To all ihis the street-management of | for the pubhe benent, Hn¥ ¢ reign Ob BeMY B! side were used, but these were rounded and | ing was patch-work ; defects were sought to Le
Vempt [ our own days, in the respeet of scavengery, and, VIIL, “"]’e"r ‘t}{e Bill of Sewers™ was paneu] slippery, and often formed but a rugged pathway. | remedied, but there was little or no knowledze of -
%\f ; as I shall show, of sewerage, presents & decided | (in 1581). This act Pll'lo"”_i‘?d foré‘ more ge;leza. For London pavement, the neighbourhood not | constructing or of reconstructing the surface as a
R jmprovement. This improvement in street-ma- | system of sewerage in the cities and towns ol the being rich in stone quarries, granite has usually | whole.
: % nagement is not a.ttributnble to any public agita- kingdom, r eqiulrm% gfe main ~ch'anne(lis. ? tgeﬂ;” been brought by water from Scotland, and a small The wood pavement came last, and was not
% tion—to any public, and, far less, national mani- | certain depths and dimensions, according ¢ guantity from Guernsey for the pavement of the established, even partially, until eleven or twelve ;

streets, The stone pavement is made by the | years ago. One of the earliest places so paved was
placing of the granite stones, hewn and shaped | the Old Bailey, inorder that the noise of the street-
ready for the purpose, side by side, with a foun- | traffic might be deadened in the Griminal Courts.
dation of concrete. The concrete mow used for | The same plan was adopted alongside some of the
the London strect-pavement is Thames ballast, | churches, and other public buildings, where ex-
somposed of shingles, or small stones, and mixed | ternal quietude, or, at any rate, diminished
with Jime, &e. noise, was desired. At the firsf, there werc

Macadamization was not introduced into the | great complaints made, and frequent expostulations
stiggts of London until about 25 years ago. | addressed to theeditors of thenewspapers, as to the L
Before that, it had been carried to what was | slipperiness of the wooden ways. The wood . ;
accounted a great degree of perfection on many of | pavement is formed of blocks of wood, generally SR

festation of feeling. It was debated sometimes | localities, situation, &c. In many parts of the
in courts of Common Council, in ward and | country the sewerage is still carried on Taccordmg
parochial meetings, but the public generally seem | to the provisions in the act .of Henry V III.‘,‘bui
to have taken no express interest in the matter. | those provisions were mod1ﬁed, altered, or “ex-
Mhe jmprovement seems to have established itself | plained,” by many subsequent statutes.
gl“a.duallly from the improved tastes and habits of | Any uniformity which might have arisen from
the people. the observance of the same principles of sewerage
Although generally left to the local powers, the | was effectually checked by the measures adoptgfl
subject of street-cleansing and management, how- | 1n London, more especially during the last 16
ever, has not been entirely overlooked by Parlia- | years. As the metropolis increased new Sewerly
ment. Among parliamentary enactments is the | became necessary, and new local bodies were
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-measure best known as ““MMichael Angelo Taqur’s formed for its I%mnagement. Thess vi*ere kn%“i th_e principal mail and coach roads. Some 50 | deal, fitted to ome another by grooves, by joints, L
£ Act,” passed early in the present century, which | as the Commissions of Sewers, an the fmemther. miles on the Great North Road, or that between | or by shape, for close adjﬁsttl,uent. ’They are
x requires all ‘householders every morming to re- | of those bufiles aCFOt} mdepe?den’d} -;nf 0 fal}fmﬁa’_ Lonl_ion and Carlisle, were often pointed out as an | placed on the road over a body of concrete, in the
;-j;gig move from the front of their premises any snow under the “Uthfn'lt}_ of their own Acts © bk admirable specimen of road-makingon Mac Adam’s | samne way as granite.
1h which may have fallen during the night, &e., &c.; | ment, each having its own board, englueers, Cer principles. This road was well known in the old ¢« In constructing roads, or rather streets
1l f{ the late Police Acts also embrace subordinately : officers, .:md workmen. Lach_ COII;ImsleIl “a;;f:d conching days as Leminglane, running from | through towns or Dcitias,  tore the amount > L
RN the subject of street-management, ﬁnf"dfto 1s o“'ndlg.tfic.t’:“"i,gidﬂtiit;‘;i?;cgo s Boroughbridge to Greta Bridge, in Yorkshire. traffic is considerable, it will be found desirable,” o
1R On t.he other h‘and the sewers have ]9ng been | best for its own is 1‘:1(: with i I do‘ e The ﬁ}'st thoroughfare in London which was | says Mr. Law, in his ‘Treatise on the Con- S
HEE R the object of national care. * The daily great general plan of sewerage, s that London 5'{‘";&11 Tncadamlzed, a word adapted from the name of | structing and Repairing of Roads,” “to pave S
; ;: :P i damages and losses whi_ch have llaPPe.TlEd Inmany ; Im a glfeflt measxﬁre 13, sﬂeg}ered "{:fsoﬁn i ldl:ains. h;? W. Mac Adam, the originator or great improver their su?face. The ad\'n?xtages belonéing to pave- RS l |
RN and divers parts of this zealm” (I give the spirit ) princip’es, 3 _tolt_ € Size SSIL gse“h 1847 ther of the system, was St. James's-square ; after that, | ments in such situations over macadamized roads -
e 51 of the preamble of several Acts Of Parliament), | the rates of m}‘i ma.t;?n,.‘ c. '(;]-b Ties: the Cit some of the smaller streets in the aristocratic | are considerable ; where the latter are exposed to } ,
3 ,{:i : f‘ as well by the reason of the outrageous flow- | were eight of these districts an S(', ::K't thcrine’e:- parishes of St. James and St George were | an incessant and heavy traffic, their surface be- L b
3 s ings, surges, and course of the river and upon | of London, the Tower Hamlets, Sain 1 Tinshurr thus paved, and then, but mot without great oppo- | comes rapidly worn, rendering constant repairs % L
the marsh grounds and other low places, hereto- | Poplar and Blackwall, Holborn and =17 -, sition, Piccadilly., The opposition to the macadam- | requisite, which are not only attended with very |

’Iz'légof thelatter thoroughfare assumed many forms. heavy expense, but also render the road very
e;t;}i‘iliifntly OE the conflicting siatements as to unpleasant for being travelled upon while.hein‘é;
ﬂpponé I?t"]ct(; ?ich economy, 1t was urged by the | done; they also require muc.h more attention in
of pavin b’vr ]ald e Elust and dirt of the new style | the way of scraping or sweeping, and in raking in .
the an g would cause the street to be deserted by ruts. And some dlﬁiculfy woqld be experienced o :

ristocracy—that the noiselessness of the traffic { in towns to find places 1n which the materials, '

_ fore through public wisdom won and made pro- { Westminster and part of Middlesex, Surrey ’l;‘“‘:
L Atable for the great commonwealth of this realm, | Kent, and Greenwich. - In 1848 these sevel

v a8 also by occasion of land waters and other out- | bodies were concentrated by act of pil_fllf.‘me“(:f_,
b fageous springs in and upon meadows, pastures, | and entitled the ¢ Metropolitan Commissiot tn.
' and other low grounds adjoining to rivers, floods, | Sewers ;7 but the City of London, as appears ™

i : :  measue
and other water-courses,” caused parliamentary | be the case with every parliamentary 11:93:: ,
an exceplion, =
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y ettention to be given to the SubJECt;. he last :‘ﬁ”""““?g the me“”;POI.]S’.PE?sEI;;S ~nd s not e thqléldt{:]ause Phe deaths of the deaf and infirm— | which would ke constantly wanted for repairing .'
¥ i Until towards the latter part of the last cen- | jt retains a separale JUT 2 < 10 W™ v the aristocracy promoted this new-fangled | the road, could be deposited. In dry weather the ' N
il Sy tury, however, the streets even of the better order | the control of the generalhcommiaswnersil alier °’re?timakm§, that they might the better “ sleep | macadamized road would always be dusty, and in é ;
HE ; o H - i : 0 iven s 1tv over sucil i O niphiz ? e . = St . s Shaiandet FI ;
it A were often flooded during hcavgdagd .cont]‘]““‘_’“s pm;};}z:.ment h'r‘rs g“etn :;tﬂ;’:l 131r1etr0 Jtan s 'i'\llg 1;5, regardless of all else. One writer espe- | wet weather it would be covered with mud. The
i ' : : H 5 aving H ¢ e LY 3 3 3 . R
i : e tains, owing to the sewers and drams having e managemen P y regretted that the Duke of (ueensberry, | only advantage which such a road really possesses
! A \
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