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trades, and the surronnding warehouses are
used chiefly as granaries——the timber remain-
ing afloat in the dock until it 1is com'eyfad to
the vard of the wholesale dealer and builder.
The Smrey Dock is merely an entrance basin
to a canal, and can accommodate 300 vessels.
The Fast Country Dock, which adjoins the
Commercial Docks on the South, is capalle of
receiving 28 timber-ships. It has an area of
i acres, and warehouse-room for 3700 tons.
“In addition to these there is the Regent's
Canal Dock, between Shadwell and Limehouse,
and though it is a place for bonding timber
and deals only, it nevertheless atfords great ac-
commodation to the trade of the port by with-
drawing shipping from the river.

The number of labourcrs, casual and per-
manent, employed at these various establish-
ments is so limited, that, taken altogether, the
fluctnations occwrring at their briskest and
slackest periods may be reckoned as equal to
that of St. Katherine’s. Henee the account of
the variation in the total number of hands em-
ployed, and the sum of money paid as wages
to them, by the different dock companies, when
the business is brisk or slack, may be stated
as follows :—

carpeniers, anchor-smiths, corn-porters, fruit
and coal-meters, and mdeed all the mulii.
farious arts and callings connected with ship.
ping, there are noless than {frean 2500 to 50,000
individuals who are thrown wholly out of
employ by a long continuance of easterly
winds. Istimating then the gains of this
large body of individuals at 2s. Gd. per day, or
19s. per week, when fully employed, we shall
find that the loss to those who depend upon
the London shipping for their subsistence
amounts to 20,000/, per week, and, considering
that such winds are often known to prevail for
a fortnight to three weeks at a time, it follows
that the entire loss to this large class will
amounnt to from 40,000/ to 60,000/ within a
month,—an amount of privation to the labour-
ing poor which it is positively awiul to eon-
template. Nor is this the only evil connected
with an enduring easterly wind. Directly a
change takes place a glut of vessels enters the
metropolitan port, and labourers flock from all
quarters; indeed they tlock {rom every part
where the workmen exist in a greater quanhty
than the work. From 500 to 800 vessels fre-
quently arrive at one timein London after the
duration of a contrary wind, and then such 1
the demand for workmen, and so great the
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following Sunday to all those who were present
on the evening of my first interview; and, ac-
cordingly, enough becf, potatoes, and materials
for a suet-pudding, were sent in from the
neighbouring market to feed them every one.
I parted with my guide, arranging to be with
him the next Sunday at. half-past one. We
niet at the time appointed, and set out on our
way to the cheap lodging-house. The streets
were alive with sailors, and bonnetless and
capless women. The Jews' shops and public-
houses were all open, and parties of *jolly
tars” reeled past us, singing and bawling on
their way. Had it not been that here and
there a stray shop was closed, it would have
been impossible to have guessed it was Sunday.
We dived down a narrow court, at the entrance
of which lolled Irish labourers smoking short
pipes. Acress the cowrt hung lines, from
which dangled dirty-white clothes to dry; and
as we walked on, ragged, unwashed, shocless
children scampered past us, chasing one
another. At length we reached a large open
yard. In the centre of it stood several empty
costermongers’ trucks and turned-up carts,
with their shafts high in the air. At the
bottom of these lay two young girls huddled
together, asleep. Their bare heads told their

some kneeling toasting herrings, of which the
place smelt strongly; others, without shirts,
seated on the ground close beside it for
warmth; and others drying the ends of cigars
they had picked up in the streets. As we
entered the men rose, and never was so motley
and so ragged an assemblage seen. ‘Their
hair was matted like flocks of wool, and their
chins were grimy with their unshorn beards.
Some were in dirty smock-frocks; others in
old red plush waistcoats, with long sleeves.
One was dressed in an old shooting-jacket,
with large wooden buttons; asecond in a blue
flannel sailor’s shirt; and a third, a mere boy,
wore a long camlet coat reaching to his heels,
and with the ends of the sleeves hanging over
his hands. The features of the lodgers wore
every kind of expression: one lad was posi-
tively handsome, and there was a frankmess in
his face and a straightforward look in his eye
that strongly impressed me with a sense of
his honesty, even although I was assured he
was a confirmed pickpocket. The young thief
who had brought back the 113d. change out
of the shilling that had been entrusted to him
on the preceding evening, was far from pre-
possessing, now that I could see him better.
His cheelk-bones were high, while his hair, eut

At the London Dock the dif- press of business, owing to the rivalry among mode of life, while it was evident, from their | close on the top, with a valance of locks, as it
ference between the greatest} 2000 hands | merchants, and the degu'e_ of each owner to muddy Adelaide boots, that they had walked | were, left hanging in front, made me’ look
and smallest number is . have his eargo the first in the market, that a the streets all night. MMy companion tried to | upon him with no slight suspicion. On the

At the East and WestIndia Dock 2500 ., sufficient number of hands is searcely to bs seeif he knew them, but they slept too soundly | form at the end of the kitchen was one whose

At the St. Katherine’s Dock . 1200 ,, |found. Hundreds of extra labourers, who e to be roused by gentle means. We passed on, | squalor and wretchedness produced a feeling

At the remaining docks say . . 1300 find labour nowhere else, are thus led to seek and a few paces further on there sat grouped | approaching to awe. His eyes were sunk deef)

Total number of dock labourersy —— work in the docks. But, {o usethe WOI'EIS_ of our on a door-step four women, of the same cha- | in his head, his cheeks were drawn in, and his
thrown out of employ by the} 2000 informant, two or three We_BkS ave sufficient to racter as th(} last two. One had her head | nostrils pinched with evident want, while his
prevalence of easterly winds break the neck of an ordinary glut, and ﬂ‘eﬂ'} covered up 1n an old brown shawl, and was | dark stubbly beard gave a grimness to his

the vast amount of extra hands that the excess sleeping in the lap of the one next to her. appearance that was almost demoniae; and

The difference between the highest £.

of business has brought to the neighbourhood

The other two were eating walnuts; and a

yet there was a patience in his look that was

and lowest amount of wages paidy 1500 | are thrown out of employment, and left m.iil' 2031‘Se-f{_3atured man in knee.breeches and | almost pitiable. His clothes were black and
at the London Dock 15 . . crease either the vagabondism of the IIEICi - anklejacks” was stretched on the ground shiny at every fold with grease, and his coarse
At the East and West India Dock . 1875 | bourhood or to swell the nuwmber of paupers close beside them. shirt was so brown with long wearing, that it

At the St. Katherine Dock . . . 09(_)
At the remaining docks . . . 07

and heighten the rates of the adjacent parishes.

Crear LopeIxG-HOUSES.

I xow come to the class of cheap lodging-

At length we reached the lodging-house.
It was night when I had first visited the place,
and all now was new to me. The entrance
was through a pair of large green gates, which

was only with close inspection you could see
that it had once been a checked one: on his
feet he had-a pair of lady’s side-laced boots,
the toes of which had been cut off so that he

gave it somewhat the appearance of a stable- | might get them on. I never beheld so gaunt
Ji‘nd- Over the Iitchen door there hung a|a picture of famine. To this day the figure of
clothes-line, on whieh were a wet shirt and & | the man haunts me.
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fingers, for knives and forks were unknown
there. Some, it is true, used bits of wood like
skewers, but this seemed almost like affecta-
tion in such a place : others sat on the ground
with the plate of meat and pudding on their
laps; while the beggar-boy, immediately on
receiving his portion, danced along the room,
whirling the plate round on his thumb as he
went, and then, dipping his nose in the plate,
seized a potato in his mouth. I must confess
the sight of the hungry crowd gnawing their
food was far from pleasant to contemplate;
so, while the dinner was being discussed, I
sought to learn from those who remained to
be helped, how they had fallen to so degraded
a state. A sailor lad assured me he had been
robbed of his mariner's ticket; that he could
not procurs another under 14s.; and not having
as many pence, he was unable to obtain ano-
ther ship. What could he do? he said. He
knew no trade: he could only get employment
ceeasionally as a labourer at the docks; and
this was so seldom, that if it had not been for
the few things he had, he must have starved
outiicht. The good-looking youth I have
before spoken of wanted but 3/ 10s. to get
back to America. He had worked his passage
over here; had fallen into bad company; been
imprisoned three times for picking pockets;
and was heartily wearied of bis present course.
He could get no work. In America he would
be happy, and among his friends again. I
spoke to the gentleman who had brought me
to the spot, and who knew them all well.
His answers, however, gave me little hope.
The boy, whose face seemed beaming with
innate frankness and honesty, had been ap-
prenticed by him to a shoe-stitcher. But, no!
he preferred vagrancy to work. I could have
sworn he was a trustworthy lad, and shall
never believe in “looks” again.

The dinner finished, I told the men assem-
bled there that I should come some evening
in the course of the week, and endeavour to
ascertain from them some definite information
concerning the persons usually frequenting
such houses as theirs, On our way home, my
friend recognised, among the females we had
before seen huddled on the step outside the
lodging-house, a young woman whom he had
striven to get back to her parvemts. Iler
father had been written to, and would gladly
receive her. Again the girl was exhorted to
leave her present companions and return
home. The tears streamed from her eyes at
mertion of her mother's name; but she would
not stir. Her excuse was, that she had no
clothes proper to go in. Her father and mo-
ther were very respectable, she said, and she
could not go back to them as she was. It was
evident, by her language, she had at least
been well educated. She wonld not listen,
however, to my friend’s exhortations; so, see-
ing that his entreaties were wasted upon her,
we left her, and wended our way home.

Kunowing that this lodging-house might he

taken as a fair sample of the class now g.
bounding in London, and, moreover, havine
been informed Uy those who had made the
subject their peculiar study, that the characters
generally congregated there constituted a fair
average of the callings and habits of those wlo
resort to the low lodging-houses of London, I
was determined to avail myself of the acquaint-
ances I made in this quarter, in order to amive
at some more definite information upon those
places than had yet been made public. The
only positive knowledge the public have hitherto
had of the people assembling in the cheap
lodging-houses of London is derived chiefly
from the Report of the Constabulary Commis.
sioners, and partly from the Report upon Va-
grancy. DBut this information, having been
procured through others, was so faulty, that
having now obtained the privilege of personal
inspection and communication, I was desirous
of turning it to good account. Consequently
I gave notice that I wished all that had dined
there on last Sunday to attend me yesterday
evening, so that I might obtain from them
generally an account of their past and present
career, 1 found them all ready to meet me,
and I was assured that, by adopting cerfain
precautions, I should be in a fair way to pro-
cure information upon the subject of the
cheap lodging-houses of London that few have
the means of getting. However, so as to be
able to check the one account with another, I
put myself in communication with a persen
who had lived for upwards of four monthsin the
liouse. Strange to say, he was a man of good
education and superior attainments—further
than this T am not at liberty to state. I deal
with the class of houses, and not with any par-
tienlar house, be it understood.

The lodging-house to which I more par-
ticularly allude makes up as many as &
“bunks,” or beds, for which 2d. per might s
charged. Tor this sum the parties lodging
there for the night are entitled. to the use df
the kitchen for the following day. In this a
fire is kept all day long, at which they eare
allowed to cook 1heir fvod. The kitchen opens
at 5 in the morning, and closes at about 11 at
night, after which hour no fresh lodger s
taken in, and all those who slept in the J}f}use
the night before, but who have not suflicient
money to pay for their bed at that tune, aré
turned out. Strangers who arive 1M the
course of the day must procure a tin ticket,
by paying 2d. at the wicket in the office, pre-
viously to being allowed to enter the Lkitchen.
The kitchen is ahout 40 fect long by about 40
wide. The “bunks” are each about 7 feet
long, and 1 foot 10 inches wide, and the_grmmg
on which the straw mattrass is placed1s about
12 inches from the ground. The wom.lt'}i
partitions between the * bunks” ave about 4 fecu
high. The coverings arve a leather or aius
Lut leathers are generally preferred. Of ‘hej‘;
“hunks” there are five rows, of aboub ==

deep; two rows being placed head to head,
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with a gangway between each of such two
rows, and the other row against the wall
Phe average number of persons sleeping in
this house of a night is 0. Of these there
are generally about 30 pickpockets, 10 street-
beguars, a few infirm old people who subsist
occasionally upon parish relief and occasionally
upon charity, 10 or 15 dock-labourers, about
the same number of low and precarious callings,
such as the neighbourhood affords, and a few
persons who have been in good circumstances,
but who have been reduced from a variety of
causes. At one time there were as many as Y
persons lodging in tiiis house who subsisted by
picking up dogs’ dung out of the streets, getting
about 5s. for every basketful. The earnings
of one of these men were known to average 9s.
per week. There are generally lodging in
the house a tew bone-grubbers, who pick up
bones, rags, iron, &e., out of the streets. Their
average earnings are about 1s.per day. There
are several mud-larks, or youths who go down
to the waler-side when the tide is out, to see
whether any article of value has been left
upon the bank of the river. The person sup-
plying this information to me, who was for
some time resident in the house, has seen
brought home by these persons a drum of figs
at one time, and a Dutch cheese at another.
These were sold in small lots or slices to the
other Jodgers.

The pickpockets generally lodging in the
house consist of handkerchief.stealers, shop-
lifters—including thosz who rob the till as
well as steal artieles from the doors of shops.
Legs and Dreasts of mutton are frequently
brought in by this class of persons. There
are seldom any housebreakers lodging in such
places, because they require a room of their
own, and mostly live with prostitutes. Besides
pickpockets, there are also lodging in the house
speculators in stolen goods. These may be
dock-labourers or Billingsgate porters, having
& few shiilings in their pockets. With these
they purchase the Looty of the juvenile thieves.
“I have known,” says my informant, * these
speculators wait in the kitchen, walking about
with their hands in their pockets, till a little:
fellow would come in with such a thing as a
cap, a piece of bacon, or a pieece of mutton.
They would purchase it, and then either retail
1t amongst the other lodgers in the kitchen or
take it to some ¢ fence, where they would re-
cewve a profit upon it.” The general feeling of
the kitchen—excepting with four or five in-
dividuals—is to encourage theft. The en-
couragement to the “ gonafl,” (2 Hebrew word
signifying a young thief, probably learnt from
the Jew “fences” in the neighbourhood) con-
<ists m laughing ai and applauding his dex-
terity in thieving ; and whenever anything is
brought in, the “gonaff” is greeted for his
ood luck, and a gens=ral rush is made towards
inm to see the produce of his thievery. The

gonaffs” are generally young boys; about 20
out 0£30 of these lads are under 21 years of

age. They almost all of them love idleness,
and will only work for one or two days together,
Lut then they will work very hard. It 1s a
singular fact that, as a body, the pickpockets
are generally very sparing of drink. They are
mostly libidinous, indeed universally so, and
spend whatever money they can spare upon the
low prostitutes round about the neighbourhood.
Burglars and smashers generally rank above
this class of thieves. A burglar would not
condescend to sit among pickpockets. My
informant has known a housebreaker to say
with a sneer, when requested to sit down with
the ¢ gonafls,” * No, no! I may be a thief,
sir; but, thank God, at least I'm a respectable
one.” The beggars who frequent these houses
go about different markets and streets asking
charity of the people that pass by. They
cenerally go out in couples; the business of
cne of the two being to look out and give
warning when the policeman is approaching,
and of the other to stand “ shallow ;” that is to
say, to stand with very little clothing on,
shivering and shaking, sometimes with band-
ages round his legs, and sometimes with his
arm in a sling, Others beg “ seran” (broken
victuals) of the servants at respectable houses,
and bring it home to the lodging-house, where
they sell it. You may see, I am told, the men
who lodge in the place, and obtain an honest
living, wateh for these beggars coming in, as if
they were the best victnals in the City. DMy
informant knew an instance of a lad who
seemed to he a very fine little fellow, and
promised to have been possessed of excellent
mental capabilities if properly directed, who
came to the lodging-house when out of a
situation as an errand-boy. He stayed there
a month or six weeks, during which time lhe
was tampered with by the others, and ultimately
beeame a confirmed “ gonaff.” The conversa-
tion among the lodgers relates chiefly to thiev-
ing and the best manner of stealing. By way
of practice, a boy will often pick the pocket of
one of the lodgers walking about the room,
and if detected declare he did not mean it.
The sanitary state of these houses is very
bad. Not only do thelodgers generally swarm
with vermin, but there is little or no ventila-
tion to the sleeping-rooms,in which 60 persons,
of the foulest habits, usually sleep every night.
There are no proper washing utensils, neither
towels nor basins, nor wooden bowls, There
are one or two buckets, but these are not
meant for the use of the lodgers, but for
cleaning the rooms. The lodgersnever think
of washing themselves. The cleanliest among
them will do so in the bucket, and then wipe
themselves with their pocket-handkerchiefs,
or the tails of their shirts.
A large sum to be made by two beggars in
one week is 20s.; or 10s. a-piece, one for
looking out, and the other for “ standing
shallow.” The average earnings of such
persons are certainly below 8s. per week., If

the Report of the Constabulary Force Com-
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missioners states that 20s. per week is the
average sum earned, I am told the state-
ment must have been furnished by parties
who had either some object in overrating the
amount, or else who had no means of obtain-
ing correct information on the subject. Irom
all my informant has seen as to the earnings
of those who make a irade of picking pockets
and begging, he is convineed that the amount
is far below what is generally believed to be
the case. Indeed, nothing but the idle, roving
life that is connected with the business, could
compensate the thieves or beggars for the pri-
vations they frequently undergo.

After obtaining this information, I attended
the lodging-house in pursuanee of the notice
I had given, in order to ascertain from the
lodgers themselves what were the callings and
earnings of the different parties there assem-
bled. I found that from 50 to G0 had mustered
purposely to meet me, although it was early
in the evening, and they all expressed them-
selves ready to furnish me with any informa-
tion I might require. The gentleman who
accompanied me assured me that the answers
they would give to my questionings would be
likely to be correct, from the fact of the
number assembled, as each would check the
other. Having read to them the account (in
the Morning Chronicle) of my previous in-
terview with them, they were much de-
lighted at finding themselves in print, and
immediately arranged themselves on a seat
all round the room. My first question was
as to the age of those present. Out of 5
assembled, I found that there were; 1 from G0
to 70 years old, 4 from 50 io 60, 1 from 40 to
50, 15 from 30 to 40, 16 from 20 to 30, and 18
{from 10 to 20. Hence it will be seen that the
younger members constituted by far the
greater portion of the assembly. The 18
between 10 and 20 were made up as follows : —
There were 5 of 20 years, 8§ of 19 years, 3 of
18 years, 4 of 17 years, 1 of 16 years, and 2 of
15 years. Hence there were more of the age
of 19 than of any other age present.

Ay nextinquiry was as to the place of birth.
I found that there were 16 belonging to
London, 9 to Ireland, 3 to Bristol, 3 to Liver-
pool, 2 were from Norfolk, 2 from Yorkshire,
2 from Essex, 2 from Germany, and 2 from
North America. The remaining 14 were born
respectively in Macclesfield, Bolton, Aylesbury,
Seacomb, Deal, Epping, Hull, Nottingham-
shire, Plumstead, Huntingdonshire, Plymouth,
Shropshire, Northamptenshire, and Windsor.
After this T sought to obtain information as to
1he occupations of their parents, with a view of
discovering whether their delinquencies arose
from the depraved character of their eariy
associations. I found among the number, 13
whose fathers had been labouring men, 5 had
been carpenters, 4 millers and farmers, 2
dyers, 2 cabinet-makers, a tallow-chandler, a
wood-turner, a calico-glazer, a silversmith, a
compositor, a cotton-spinner, a hatter, a grocer,

a whip-maker, a sweep, 2 glover, a watehmaley
a madhouse-keeper, a Dbricklayer, g Shipj
builder, a cow-keeper, a fishmonger, a mii].
wright, a coast-gnard, aropemaker, a gunsmith
a collier, an undertaker, a leather-cutter, r;
clerk, an engineer, a schoolmaster, a captain
in the army, and a physician.

I now sought to learn from them the trades
that they themselves were brought up to,
There were 17 labourers, 7 mariners, 3 weavers,
2 bricklayers, and 2 shocemakers, The pest
were respeclively silversmiths, dyers, black
smiths, wood-turners, tailors, farriers, eanlk-
ers, French polishers, shopmen, brickmakers,
sweeps, ivory-turners, cowboys, stereotype-
founders, fishmongers, tallow-chandlers, rope-
makers, miners, bone-grublers, engineers,
coal-porters, errand-lboys, begsars, and ong
called himself “a prig.”

I mnext found that 10 out of the 55 could
read and write, 4+ could read, and only 11 could
do neither.

My next point was to ascertain how long
they had been out of regular employment, or
to use their own phrase, ““had been knocking
about.,” One had been 10 years idle; one, 9;
three, 8; two, 7; four, G; five, 5 ; six, 4; nine,
3; ten, 2; five, 1; three, G months, and one,
2 months out of employment. A hricklayer
told me he had been eight summers in, and
eight winters out of work; and a dock-labourer
assured me that he had been 11 years working
at the dock, and that for full three-fourths of
his time he could obtain no employment there.

After this, I guestionedl them concerning
their earnings for the past week. One had
gained nothing, another had gained 1s, eleven
had earned 2s. ; eight, 3s.; nine, 4s.; five, Js.;
four, Gs.; four, 7s.; six, 8s.; one, 10s.; one,
1ls.; and one, 18s. From three I received no
answers. The average earnings of the 52
above enumerated are 4s. 11d. per weelk.

Respecting their clothing, 14 had 1o shirts
to their backs, 5 had no shoes, and 42 had
shoes that scarcely held together.

I now desired to be informed how many out of
the number had been confined in prison; s2ad
learnt that no less than 34 among the 55 pre-
sent had been in gaol once, or oftener. Eleven
had been in once; five had been in twice; five,In
3 times ; three, 4 times ; four, ¢ times; one, 7
times ; one, 8 times; one, 9 times; one, 10
times ; one, 14 times; and one confessed to
having been there at least 20 times. So that
the 94 individuals had Uleen imprisoned
altogether 140 times; thus averaging four
imprisonments to each person. I wasanxious
to distinguish between imprisonment for
vagraney and imprisonment for theft. Upon
inquiry I discovered that seven had each been
imprisoned once for vagrancy; one, tHwice;
one, 3 times ; two, 4 times; one, 5 times ; tW0,
6 times; two, 8 times; and one, 10 times;
making in all 63 imprisonments under the
Vagrant Act. Of those who had been confined
in gaol for theft, there were eleven who had
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becn in onecej seven, who had been in twice;
two, 3 times; three, 6 times; one, 8§ times,
and two, 10 times; making «a total of 77 impri-
sonments for thieving. Henece, out of 140
icarcerations, 03 of those had been {for
vagraney, and 77 for theft; and this was
among 34 individuals in an assemblage of H3.

The question that I put to them after this
was, how long they had been engaged in
{hieving ? and the following were the answers:
one had lLeen 15 years at it; one, 14 years;
1wo, 12 years; three, 10 years; one, 9 years;
one, 8 years ; two, 7 years; one, G years; two,
5 years ; three, 4 years; and one, 3 years ; one,
18 months; one, 7 months; two, 6 months;
and one, 2 months, Consequently, there were,
of the half-hundred and odd individuals there
assembled, thieves of the oldest standing and
the most recent beginning.

'Their greatest gains by theft, In a single day,
were thus classified. The most that one had
gained was 3d., the greatest sum another had
geined was 7d.; another, 1s. 6d.; another, 2s. Gd.;
another, Gs. ; five had made from 10s. to 13s.;
three from 1. to 2/.; one from 21 to 31.; six
from 3/ to 4l.; one from 4/ to 5/.; two from
207 to 304, ; and two from 80Z to 40.. Of the
latter two sums, one was stolen from the
father of the thief, and the other from the till
of a counter when the shop was left unoecupied,
the boy vaulting over the counter and abstract-
g from the till no less than seven 5I. notes,
all of which were immediately disposed of to a
Jew in the immediate neighbourhood for 31.
10s. each.

The greatest earnings by begging had been
7s, 6d., 10s. Gd., and 1..; but the average
amount of earnings was apparently of so pre-
carlous a nature, that it was difficult to get the
men to state a definite sum. TFrom their con-
dition, however, as well as their mode of living
whilst T remained among them, I can safely
say begging did not seem to be avery lucrative
or attractive calling, and the lodgers were cer-

- tainly under no restraint in my presence.

I wanted to learn from them what had been
their motive for stealing in the first instance,
and I found upon questioning them, that ten
did s0 on running away from home; five con-
fessed to have done so from leeping flash
company, and wanting money to defray their
expenses; six had first stolen to go to theatres;
nine, because they had been imprisoned for
vagrants, and found that the thief was better
treated than they; one because he had got no
tools’ to work with ; one because he was “hard
up;” one because he could not get work; and
one more because he was put in prison for
begaing,

The following is the list of articles that they
first stole: six rabbits, silk shawl from home,

) ;’}.Pﬂll‘ of shoes, a Dutch cheese, a few shillings
rom home, a coat and trousers, a bullock’s

heart, four ¢ tiles” of copper, fifteen and six-
Ilent:‘e from master, two handkerchiefs, half a
tartern loaf, a set of tools worth 81, clothes

from a warehouse, worth 221, a Cheshire
cheese, a pair of cmiriage lamps, seme hand-
kerchiefs, five shillings, some turnips, watch-
chain and seals, a sheep, three and sixpence,
and an invalid’s chair. This latter article, the
boy assured me he had taken about the country
E}iltlh him, and amused himself by riding down

Their places of amusement consisted, they
told me, of the following: The Britannia
Saloon, the City Theatre, the Albert Saloon,
the Standard Saloon, the Surrey and Victoria
Theatres when they could afiord it, the Penny
Negroes, and the Earl of Effincham con-
certs.

Four frequenters of that room had been
transported, and yet the house had been open
only as many years, and of the associates and
companions of those present, no less than 10
had left the country in the same manner.
The names of some of these were curious. I
subjoin a few of them. The Banger, The
Slasher, The Spider, Flash Jim, YWhite-coat
Mushe, Lankey Thompson, Tom Sales [he
was hung], and Jack Sheppard.

Of the fifty-five congregrated, two had signed
the temperance pledge, and kept it. The rest
confessed to getting drunk occasionally, but
not making a practice of it. Indeed, it is
generally allowed that, as a class, the young
pickpockets are rather temperate than other-
wise; so that here, at least, we cannot assert
that drink is the cause of the crime. Nor can
their various propensities be aseribed to
ignorance, for we have seen that out of 55
individuals 40 could read and write, while 4
could read. It should be remembered, at the
same time, that out of the 55 men only 34 were
thieves. Neither can the depravity of their
early associations be named as the cause of
their delinquencies, for we have seen that, as
a class, their fathers are men rather well to do
in the world. Indeed their errors seem to
have rather a physical than either an intellee-
tual or a moral cause. They seem to be
naturally of an erratic and self-willed tempera-
ment, objecting to the restraints of home, and
ineapable of continuous application to any one
occupation whatsoever, They are essentially
the idle and the vagabond; and they seem
generally to attribute the commencement of
their career to harsh government at home.

According to the Report of the Constabulary
Force Commissioners, there were in the metro-
polis in 1839, 221 of such houses as the one at
present described, and each of these houses
harboured daily, upon an average, no less than
eleven of such characters as the foregoing,
making in all a total of 2431 vagrants and
pickpockets sheltered by the proprietors of the
low lodging-houses of London. The above
twopenny lodging-house has, on an average,
from fifty to sixty persons sleeping init mightly,
ylelding an income of nearly 3. per week.
The three-penny lodging-houses in the same

neighbourhood averace from fifieen to twenty
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persons per night, and produce a weekly total
of from 20s. 1o 2s. profit, the rent of thei
Louses at the same time being only from Js. 0
Gs. per week.

There is still one question worthy of con-
sideration. Does the wncertainty of dock
labour generate thieves and vagabonds, or do
the thieves and vagabonds erowd round the
docks so as to be able to gain a day’s work
when unable to thieve ? According to returns
of the metropolitan police foree, the value of
the property stolen in this district in the year
1848 was 20071, of which only 365/. were
recovered. The number of robberies was 521,
the average amount of each robbery being
3. 17s. 03d. The amount recovered averaged
14s. on each robbery.

ON THE TRANSIT OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND THE METROPOLIS.

As the entive transit system of Great Britain,
with all its railroads, turnpike-roads, canals,
and navigable rivers, converges on London, I
propose to make it the subject of the present
section, by way of introduction to my inquiry
into the condition of the metropolitan labourers
cormected therewith,

“There is a very great amount of labour
employed,” says Mr. Stewart Mill, “not only
in Dringing a product into existence, but in
rendering it, when in existence, accessible to
those for whose use it is intended. Many
important classes of labourers find their sole
employment in some functions of this kind.
There is the whole class of carriers by land
and water—waggoners, bargemen, sailors,
wharfimen, porters, railway oftficials, and the
like. Good roads,” continues the same emi-
nent authority, ¥ are equivalent to good tools,
and railways and canals are virtually a dimi-
nution of the cost of production of all things
sent to market by them.”

In order to give the public as comprehen-
sive an idea of this subject as possible, and to
show its vastness and importance to the com-
munity, I shall, before entering upon the
details of that part of it which more imme-
diately concerns me; viz. the transit from and
to the ditferent parts of the metropolis, and
the condition and earnings of the people con-
nected therewith—1I shall, I say, furnish an
account of the extent of the external and in-
ternal tramsit of this country generally. Of
the provisions for the internal transit I shall
speak in due course— first speaking of the
grand medium for carrying on the traffic of
Great Britain with the world, and showing
Tiow, within the eapital of an island which 1s
a mere speck on the map of the earth, is
centered and originated, planned and exe-
cuted, so vast a portion of the trade of all
aations. I shall confine my chservations to

THE MERCANTILE MATINE.

Tre number of vessels belonging to the
United Kingdom was, in 1825, nearly 25,000,
having an aggresate burden of npwards of
3000 tons, and being maunned by 180,000
hands. To give the reader, however, a more
vivid idea of the magnitude of the * mercantile
marine ” of this kingdom, it may be safely as.
serted, that in order to aceommodate the whole
of our merchant vessels, a dock of 15,000 square
acres would be necessary; or, in other words,
there would be required to float them an extent
of water sufficient to cover four times the area
of the city of London, while the whole popu-
lation of Birmingham would be needed to
man them. But, besides the 20,000 and odd
British, with their 180,000 men, that are thus
engaged in conveying the treasures of other
lands to our own, there are upwards of 13,000
foreign vessels, manned by 100,000 hands,
that annually visit the shores of this country.

Of the steam-vessels belonging to the
United Kingdom in 1848, there were 1100,
Their agaregate length was 125,283 feet; their
ageregate breadth, 19,748 feet; their aggre.
aate tonnage, 255,371 ; and their aggregate
of horse-power, 92,862. It may be adﬂed,
that they are collectively of such dimenslons,
that Ly placing them stem to stern, one after
the other, they would reach to a distance of
231 miles, or form one continuous line from
Dover to Calais; while, by placing them
abreast, or alongside each other, they would
occupy o space of 3% miles wide.

According to the calculations of Mr. G. I
Young, the eminent shipbuilder, the entire
value of the vessels belonging to the mer-
cantile marine of the British empive 15 up-
ward of 88,000,0001. sterling. The annual cost
of the provisions and wages of the seamen
employed in navigating them, 9,500,000L The
sum annually expended in the building and
outfitting of new ships, as well as the 1e-
pairing of the old ones, 1s 10,500,000/, while
the amount annually received for freight 1s
25.5001. .

The value of the merchandise thus m-
ported or exported has still to be set 1"01111i
3y this we learn not only the vast extent o
the international trade of Great Britain, but
the immense amount of property entrusted
annually to the merchant-seaman. It would{,
perhaps, hardly be credited, that the value ol
the articles which our mercantile marine 15
engaged in transporting to and {from thcj
shores of this kingdom, amounts to upwards
of one hundred million pounds sterling. 4

Such, then, is the extent of the extel'l?.
transit of this country. There is scareely @
corner of the earth that is not visited by 0w
vessels, and the special gifts and benefits cov-
ferred upon the most distant countries ﬂn}‘:
diffused and shared among even the humblest

the lutest returns and the Intest resulis.

. . ion
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of the metropolis with this vast amount of
{rade, involving so many industrial interests,
1 shall conclude with stating, that the
returns prove that one-fourth of the entire
maritime commerce of this country is carried
on at the port of London.

As a sad contrast, however, to all this
splendour, I may here add, that the annual
loss of property in British shipping wrecked
or foundered at sea may be assumed as
amounting to nearly three million pounds
sterling per annum. The annual loss of life
occasioned Dby the wreck or foundering of
British vessels may-be fairly estimated at not
less than one thousand souls in each year;
so that it would appear, that the annnal loss
by shipwreck amongst the vessels belonging
‘to the United Kingdom 1is, on an average,
1 ship in every 42; and the annual loss of
property engaged therein 1. in every 427.;
while the average number of sailors drowned
amounts to 1 in every 203 persons engaged
in navigation.

I now come to speak of the means by
which the vast amount of wealth thus brought
to our shores is distributed throughout the
country. 1 have already said that there are
three different modes of internal ecommuni-
cation :—1, to convey the several articles coast-
wise from one port to another; 2, to earry them
inland from town to town; and 3, to remove
them from and to the different parts of the
same town. I shall deal first with the com-
munication along the coast.

In 1849, the coasting vessels employved in
the intercourse between Great Britain and
{reland made upwards of 26,000 voyages, and
the gross burden of the vessels thus engaged
ainounted to more than 3,500,000 tons. The
“coasters” engaged in the carrying trade
between the different ports of Great Britain
m 1849, made mno less than 255,000 voyages,
and possessed collectively a eapacity for ear-
ving upwards of 20,000,000 tons of goods.
Of the steam-vessels employed coastwise in
the United Kingdom, the number that en-
tered inwards, includin o their repeated voyages,
was 17,800, having an aggregate burden of up-
wards of 4,000,000 tons, while 14,500 and odd
steam-vessels, of not quite the same amount
of tonnage, were cleared outwnrds. This ex-
presses the entire amount of the coasting
trade in connexion with the several ports
of Great Britain. London, as I have before
shown, has four times the number of sailing
vessels, and ten times the amount of tonnage,
ever and above any port in the kingdom,
whilst of steam-impelled coasting vessels it

has but listle more than one-third, compared
with Liverpool.

TURNPIKE-R0ADS AND STAGE-COACHES.

FHE next b'rnnch of my subject that pre-
fents itself in due order is the means by

ports of the kingdom are carried to the in-
terior of the country. There are two means
of effecting this; that is to say, either by
land or water-carriage. Land-carriage con-
sists of transit by rail and transit by turnpike
roads ; the water-carriage of transit by canals
and navigable rivers, I shall begin with the
first-mentioned of these, viz. turnpike-roads,
and then proceed in due order to the others.

The turnpike-roads of England present a
perfect network of communieation, connecting
town with town, and hamlet with hamlet. It
was only within the present century, however,
that these important means of inecreasing
commeree and civilization were constructed
according to scientific data. Before that,
portions of what were known as the great
coaching roads were repaired with more than
usual eare: but until Mr. M:Adam’s system
was generally adopted, about forty years
back, all were more or less defective. It
would Dbe wearisome were I to add to the
number of familiar instances of the diffi-
culties and dilatoriness of travelling in the
old days, and to tell how the ancient “heavy
coaches” were merged in the * fast light
coaches,” which, in their turn, yielded to the
greater speed of the railways.

In 1818, according to the Government Re-
port on the turnpike-roads and the railways
of England and Wales, there existed-—

Miles.

In England and Wales, paved streets
and turnpike-roads to the extent of 19,723
Other public highways . . . 95,104
Total . . . 114,829

Other parlinmentary returns show, that in 1829
the length of only the turnpike-roads in Eng-
Innd and Wales was 20,875 miles, or upwards
of 1000 miles more than they (together with
the paved streets) extended to 10 years before.
In 1839, the length of the turnpike-roads and
paved streets throughout England and Wales
amounted fo 22,634 miles, while all other
highways were 96,993 miles long; making in
all, 119,527 miles of road. By this it appears,
that in the course of 20 years upwards of
4500 miles of highway had heen added to the
resources of the country. As these are the
Iatest returns on the subject, and it is probable
that, owing to the establishment of railways,
there has been no great addition since that
period to the aggresate extent of mileage
above given, it may be as well to set forth
the manner in which these facilities for inter-
communication were distributed among the
different parts of the country at that time.
The counties containing the greatest length of
turnpike-road, according to their size, were
Derby, Worcester, Flint, Gloucester, Somerset,
Monmouth, Stafford, Hereford, Southampton,
&e., which severally contained one mile of
turnpike-road to about each thousand statute

which the goods thus brought to the several

acres, the average for the entire country being
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