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AN ACCOUNT OF FOREIGN
PRISONS.

DESIGNED to publith the Account of our Prifons
in the Spring 1775, after I returned from Scotland,
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and Ireland. But conje@uring that fomething ufeful
to my purpofe, might be collected abroad, I laid afide my
papers, and travelled into France, Flanders, Holland, and

‘Germany. I flattered myfelf that my labour was not quite

fruitlefs : and repeated my vifit to thefe countries, and alfo
to Switzerland, laft fummer.

I sHALL not give an account of every foreign prifon I
faw, whether it had any thing peculiar or not: this would
be tedious and uninftru@ive. Nor do I mention the frauds
which I obferved, or from the evafive anfwers of Keepers,
had reafon to fufpe¢t. The redrefs and inveftigation of fo-
rexgn abufes was not my object,
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SecT. IV. F R A N C E

In. my” relation I thall follow the order of my laft
lourney, and begm with. ‘

F R A N C E.

IN or near Paris are the Conciergerie, Grand and Petit
C’bzztelez‘ F ort ’Evéque, the Bicétre ; and fome others.. -

My firft queftion at each. prifon commonly was, * Whe-
ther the Gaoler or Keeper refided in the Houfe?” and the
anfwer was always in. the affirmative. '

MosT Pfifbns in-the city have three or four gates; from
4_ to 45 feet high ; feparated from each other by a little area
or. court.. Wlthm the inner gate is, in fome prifons, a
Tzavg/fz/e.. The number and lownefs of the gates (at each

of which you muft.ftoop) and the turnftiles, effectually;
prevent the prifoners rufhing out.

In moft of the prifons there are five or fix Turnkeys; viz.
two.or three at the gates: one walking in the yard, to pre-
vent conferring ‘and. plotting (a circumftance to which
Fren_ch Gaolers aré-. very attentivc)-:t one at the womens
watd : and every daj.f. one of them . is abroad, or otherwife

at’

Paris.
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at leifute. ‘This liberty theéy have in“rdf‘at‘ifc‘:h.’ They are
ftritly prohibited, under {evere ﬁeﬁﬁﬁi’é‘s;: froth’ recelving
any thing of the prifoners, direétly or indire&tly, on any
pretence whatever. The Gaoler is obliged to board them ;
and to pay each of them at’ leaft one hundred livres a year.
It muft be paid quarterly, in prefence of the Deputy of the
Attorney-General,

Twas furprized at feeing that noné of the pnfoners were
in Trons. - No Gaoler (I-was infornied)’ may put them on a
prifoner, without an exprefs order from the Judge. And
yet in fomé of the Prifons, there’ weré more criminals than

in ary- of our London Gaols. When I wis firft there, ‘the

number had been recently increafed by an infurre@ion on
account of the fcarcity of corn. My Reader will perhaps
prefently fee ‘reafon to'conclude; that the manner in which
Prifons are conducted makes the confinement more tole-
rable, and chains lefs needful. Indeed it was ¢vident, from

the very appearance of the prifoners in' moft of the Gaols,

that humane atterition was paid to them
- MosT of the courts are paved ; and they are wathed three
or four times a day. One would hardly believe how this
frefhens the air in the upper rooms. I felt this very fenfibly
once and again when I was in the chambers : and an Englifh-
man, who had the misfortune to be a prifoner, made the fame
remark, But T feldom or ever found in any French Prifon that
offenfive
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offenfive {mell which I had often perceived in Englifh
Gaols. I {fometimes thought thefe courts were the cleaneft
places in Paris. One circumftance that contributes to it,
befides the number of Turnkeys, is, that moft of them are
near the river.

PrIsONERS, efpeciallycriminals, attend Mafs every day,
and the Gaoler or a Turnkey with them : but fuch of them
as are Proteftants are excufed. No perfon is admitted into
any Prifon during the time of Divine Service. -

As condemned criminals generally throw off all referve,

-and by relating their various adventures and fuceefs prove

pernicious tutors to young and lefs practifed offenders; care
is taken to prevent this mifchief, by fending thofe who are
fentenced to the Gallies, to a feparate Prifon at the Posz
de St. Bernard: where they are kept till there is a proper
number of them to be carried off. Some continue there
many months; but their term commences two days after
fentence. I heard that about two hundred were fent from
that Prifon t6 Marfeilles and Toulon, a week or two before
1 was there,

To prevent the frequent confequences of defperation, no
one condemned to death by the inferior court, is without
hopes of life, till the Parliament, to which he commonly
appeals, confirms or reverfes the fentence: and they never

M make

-t

a3
ST - &) o Lo f ¥ R Hop A e . 52—

freasd At d P oy N

'.‘-%t'n:'_“’.':'.;jr"'-.-':r-r—-mw-w_r_- e g CTHROLIST e S Ses=Tn L Attt vy ettt . Jaid

ATESEE YT IR b

»
EI Tttt ey
. R =i




T IR N W

T i e NI
S ks e e,

Y s, TR

B e

82

Ih ey e g . -
T R Lot

FOREIGN PRISONS.

make known their decifion, till the morning of the day on
which a prifoner is to {uffer. Then they publifh a confir-
mation of the former fentence ; and it 1s {old in the ftreets.

Tue chambers are opened at feven in the morning from
November 11t to Eafter ; at fix from Eafter to November :
and fhut in the evening at fix from November it to Eafter;
At feven from Eafter to November. But debtors have an
hour more at night. This they commonly {fpend in the
court ;’ as they-do not choofe to be there in the day-time,
among felons. Common-fide prifoners are obliged to come
out of their night-rooms at the fore-mentioned morning-
hours. Experience having thewn, that idlenefs and lying in
bed, are productive of the Scurvy and other diftempers.
Women are kept quite feparate from men. Where there is
but one court-yard, as in the CGonciergerie, they have the
ule of it from twelve till two; and the men are thut up. 1
happened to be in that prifon at thofe hours. The court is
fifty-five yards by thirty-eight; and has a fine piazza on
three fides; on one fide the piazza is double. This was
the largeft prifon in the city before the fire in January 1776:
but the Grand Chitelet is now larger, and has more prifon-
ers; viz. 371. In this prifon (the Conciergerie) and the
Petit Chaselet, 1 obferved the Infirmaries were the upper-
moft rooms : the beft fituation, as one of the Gaolers ob-

{erved, ¢ both for air, and to prevent the fpreading of any
infectious
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SgeT. IV. F R A N C E.

infeGtious diftemper.” Men and women had feparate fick

wards.

Taxine Garnifh, or Footing, is ftritly prohibited. If
prifoners demand of a new comer any thing of that fort, on
whatever pretence; if in order to obtain it they diftrefs

him by hiding his cloaths, &c. they are fhut up for a

fortnight in a dark dungeon, and fuffer other punifhment.
They are obnoxious to the fame chaftifement for hiding one

another’s cloaths, or being otherwife injurious.

Tue daily allowance to criminals is a pound and half
of good bread, and fome foup. The foup is not made,
nor is any other provifion drefled, in the prifons. - They
have clean linen once a week, from a Society, which was
inftituted about the year 1753. The occafion of it was the-
prevalence of a contagious difeafe which in France they
call' Le Scordut, the Scurvy. This diftemper was found to-
proceed from the prifons; and to {pread in the Héze/ Dien,
whither prifoners that had it were removed. The caufe of
it-was generally thought to be #Want of Cleanlinefs in Prifons;
where feveral of thofe confined bad worn their linen for
many months, and infeGted the moft healthy new-comers
that were put in the room with them. Eight hundred
were ill of it at once in the Hofpital of Sz. Lowuss, to which
all that were fick of it in the Héte/ Diex had been carried.
By the Abb€ Breton’s exerting himfelf on this occafion, a
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| - fund was raifed- to fupport Prifoners in the Grand Chdtelet- -~ Trose who {léep on firaw,. pay the Gaoler no. fee at en- ;g B
{ o with clean linen every week. This put an ¢ﬁ'e€tual ftep to- trance, or difcharge; but they pay one fou or halfpenny a g -'
(AR the malady in that Prifon. Numbers afterwards joined-the day ; and have clean firaw once a month : thofe in the dun- i § ‘.
. Society: thé kine and uzen honoured it with their con- geons, once a fortnight. Thefe are feldom let out; never (e "
tributions : and the charity extended to three other Prifons ;- in the yard. i
S _ fo that at laft feven hundred prifoners were provided for in e . o
o the fame manner, and a ftock of linen requifite for that . THE Chamber-Rents -are all re‘gulatéd- Thofe wheo
£ purpofe, viz. five. thoufand fhirts, was completed. The fleep. on beds pay ten fous entrance, and the fame when
i elder prifoners have charge of the linen that is in the Pri-- difcharged. If they lie alone, they pay five fous a day, if
‘ fon; they receive and return it, and are gratified by the two in a bed, three fous each. The Gaoler finds them
’; Society; which continues to the prefent time*. Befides clean fheets in fummer once in three weeks ; in winter )
[ ‘thls, there is {carce a Prifon in the city that liaf_s not a Pa- once a-month. . Thofe who board with him, and- have a
. tronefs 5 aLady of charadter, who voluntarily takes care. bed, not a room to themfelves, pay a fum not exceeding
oL . . . . . S
that thofe in the infirmaries be properly attended; gives three livres a day (zs. 2d.3): but nothing at entrance or i
s them firing; fupplies them and the felons in dungeons. with. difcharge. Such boarders as have a chamber- to themfelves. i
; o linen ; doc_s. r.n.any kind oﬁic.es to the prifoners in general ;- and firing, pay twenty fous a we(_ak more : 1f no fire-place ; r i
o and by foliciting- the charity of others, procures not only fifteen fous. Both thefe forts have clean fheets in fummer it
S . - . . - . . : £
S . & the relief and comforts mentioned already, but foup. twice. i once a fortnight.; in winter, in three weeks. The Gaoler’s 1
L . - ".'_,.r . * ¥ 5
o B a week, and meat once a fortnight. e fervants attend-them. There are alfo half-boarders ; and f ?
. . ‘ _ L. . ) ) . ) R b ] . : ;
; , | e fome who have an entire chamber, but no board *. il
. THERE is alfo annually at each Prifon fomewhat like our {x i ' Lt
. ,} . ¥ - - . ‘l - a . ,_{‘-_;::"'7 .- : 7 . R . _ . 5
TS Charity Sermons ;, i. e. Public Service in the Chapel, and a iéf? hALL the Regulations are read’ ifi the Chapel to Prifoners,
5 ELE I . Collection. o the firft Sunday of every month, by the Chaplain; and they
N e r zi hang
- ’ i | ® For 2 farther account: of this moft ufeful inf_fitu_tidn-, fée Codé de la Police; 4&; . I T S _ _
!: Paiis, 1767, Tom. L p. 510, &, S N _ :t o .H;A-thhe curiofity to.procure Lifts of thefe different forts of Prifoners in the
! i b e unary Frifons, One of them T will here tranferibe as a foeci _ L
S . + Trefaricres on Dames de charité; I —— 2 Ipectmen; viz, In the
J; } | L : TrosE f:‘::"" Conciergerie there were, June 1, 1776, '
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FOREIGN PRISONS.

hang up in the Prifon for common infpection. .- If any Pri-
foner tears, or otherwife damages them,.he fuffers corpo-
ral punithment: if a Regifter or Gaoler does fo, he 1s fined
twenty livres: if a Turnkey, he is difcharged.

Tre difcipline obferved is fo exa®, that at the late fire
in the Conciergerie, the numerous prifoners (as I was in-
formed) were removed without any confufion, or a fingle
efcape. There are good rules for preferving peace; for
fupprefling profanenefs ; for prohibiting Gaolers or 'Turn-
keys abufing prifoners by beating them or otherwife ®;
forbidding . their furnifhing them with wine or fpirituous

On Straw, Men,
‘Women,

In the Infirmary, Men,
: Women, -

In the Dungeons,, .. Men,
Boarders and Half—Boarders?
Such as boarded themfelves,

+ 202

BoarDERS pay in this Prifon 45 livres a month; Half-Boarders. 227 livres:
thofe who board themfelves 71 livres. There were fix Turnkeys.. _

* MonsiEUR Guy du Rouffeand de ln Combe, in his Traité des Maticres Criminelles,
Paris, 1769, quarto, 6th edition, cites at page 339, an . Arrét of Parliament in

the laft century, that condemned a Gaoler: to'be hanged, becaufe he let a prifoner. -

perith for want of food,
liquors,
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Secr. IV. F R A N C E.

liquors, fo as to caufe excefs, drunkennefs, &c. Keepers
are punifhed for this when known to the Magiftrates, by a
fine for the firft offence ; and for the fecond by firipes.

THEY are allowed to fell fome things to their prifoners
- but the quality, quantity and price muft be fuch as the or~

dinances of police define and require.

Gaorers and Turnkeys are obliged to vifit once a day
at leaft, all the dungeons. I was forry to find the humanity
which is fo confpicuous in the *forementioned, and othes
excellent rules, fo deficient as to continue the ufe of thofe

fubterraneous abodes ; which are totally dark, and beyond
imagination horrid and dreadful. Poor creatures are cori<

fined in them night and day for weeks, for months toge-
ther. They vifit thefe, I fay, daily: and. if they find any
prifoners fick, they muft acquaint the Phyfician and Surgeon;
who vifit them; and if needful, order them to more
wholefome rooms till they recover.

KEeEPERS are not tempted by paying for their places, to

.opprefs their prifoners : to remove all pretext for fo doing,

rents which they formerly paid to the Crown are remitted ;
and the leafes given up.

As for pEBTORS, their number is fmall. Of the zoz
Prifoners in the Conciergerie, but fix were Debrors. In
' fome
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88 FOREIGN PRISONS. Sgct. IV. F R A N C E.

o fome other Prifons there were a few more. - This perhaps is Tue arrival of this deputation is announced by boys,

who, though offenders, are allowed to do little errands in
the Prifon: thefe go round the yard and into every room,
giving notice of it aloud. The Deputies go, without the

Gaoler or Turnkeys, into every room and dungeon, and

owing to the following good laws. Every Bailiff who-arrefts
and imprifons a Debfor, muft pay to the Gaoler in advance
a month’s aliment or fubfiftence, i. e. ten livres ten fous,
equal to nine fhillings Englifh {provifions ‘being -at Paris
cheaper in general than at London) : and if the like fum be
not paid within fourteen days after the end of every month,
SN the prifoner is fet at liberty. Befides this, the Debsor pays
o | no cofts of arrefts, &c. The whole of them falls on the
: Creditor : and fo do all expences occafioned by his ficknefs,
or death.

TR arm e e

1. THEY afk the prifoners one by one, if they have any
complaint to make of the Gaoler or his fervants. But they

never meddle with thofe who are confined by an order from
the x1nG.

& g e o e N TR e

2. THEY receive the petitions of criminals who have
been detained too long without trial. |

As the beft Regulations are liable to be abufed, prifoners
are not thought fufficiently provided for by enal?ing good
Laws: the execution of them is carefully attended to. 'The
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3. In cafe of debts not exceeding two thoufand livres
(about ninety pounds) if the debtor can raife a third part of
‘his debt, and no more, they receive it for the creditors.
How they clear him of the remaining two thirds, I will
thew prefently. They take notes of thefe matters in the

Prifon: and give an account of all to the Parliament, at
their general public meeting a day or two after.

"J. ot Nem s g o
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Subftitutes of the Attorney-General vilit the Prifons once a
week, to inquire if the rules be obferved ; to hear complaints

of prifoners; to fee if the fick be properly attended ; and the
like.—Befides this, the Parliament of Paris {ends to all the
Prifons five times a year two or three Couwnfellors with a
Subflitute of the Attormey-General, and two Clerks. They
go at Ghrifimas, Eafler, W bitfuntide, one day before 15th
Auguft, Simon and Fude, There is in each Prifon (as in
other Foreign Gaols) a room for their reception called the

- e

In behalf of criminals who have not been tried, the Par-
liament commonly orders the Attorney-General to write in
their name to the inferior Judges, inquiring into the caufes

of delay, or ordering expedition. If a prifoner be acquit~ -
ted, he is difcharged within twenty-four hours,
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Council-Chamber. - It is occupied at other times by the
Head-Gaoler. |
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FOREIGN PRISONS.

Tue Laws of France do not in ordinary cafes admit a
Debtor to bail without the confent of his Creditor. But in
the cafe mentioned above, the Parliament obliges creditors
to accept of bail for the remainder of debts under two thou-
fand livres. And even this bail {eems a matter of mere
form; for they fometimes take for bail men that are in-
folvent. I believe there is no ftanding law for this; and
that it is rather an immemorial cuftom: becaufe the Par-
liament ena@s a particular law for each cafe as it occurs.
In France there are no infolvent A&s.

Tre Deputies hear no complaints of the Gaoler againft
his prifoners. When he has any to make, he applies to
the Chief Fuftice, by whofe order the prifoner was com-
mitted. If he was imprifoned by an order from the KING,
he applies to the Lieutenant-General of the Police ; if with-

out {uch an order, to the Lientenant-Criminal, &c.

Brsipes the Deputation now mentioned, the Parliament
appoints to each Prifon one of their own body, a Counfeller.
They always choofe a Gentleman of fortune and good cha-
racter: he is called Commiffaire de la Prifon. His bufinefs
is much like that of the Deputation; and his office perpe-
tual. By frequent difcourfe with prifoners I learned, that

thefe officers are very humane to the diftrefled. 'They can.

(as the Parliament) oblige creditors to accept one third part
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of debts under two thoufand livres : but they ufe this power
with much caution,

THE BiceTRrE is upon a {mall eminence about two
miles from Paris; if it were pnly a prifon, I fhould call it
an enormous one. But this for men, like the Hopsral gene-
ral for women, is indeed a kind of general Hofpital. Of
about four thoufand men that are within its walls, not one
half are prifoners. The majority are ; The Poor, who wear
a coarfe brown uniform, and feem as miferable as the poor
in fome of our country work-houfes :  the Inz/aze : and men
that have the venereal difeafe. Each fort is in a court and

apartments totally feparate from the other, and from Cri-
minals. ‘Thefe are confined, fome in little rooms about

eight feet {quare, window 32 by 2, with a grate, but not
many glazed. By counting the windows on one fide of the
Houfe, I reckoned there muft be five hundred of thofe
rooms: there is but one prifoner in each. Thefe pay two
hundred livres a year for their board. 'There are others in
two large rooms called Lz Force, on the other fide of the
court-yard La Cour Royale, which are crowded with pri-
foners. . Over thefe two rooms is a geweral Infirmary: and
over that, an Infirmary for the:Scurvy; a diftemper very
common and fatal among them.

In the middle of La Cour Royale are eight dreadful dun-
geons down fixteen fteps : each about thirteen feet by nine:
N 2 with
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with two firong doors; three chains faftened to the wall;

and a ftone funnel at one corner of each cell, for air. -From
the fituation of thefe dreary caverns, and the difliculty I

found in procuring admittance, ¥ conclude hardly any other
ftranger ever faw them : that is my reafon, and I hope will
be an apology, for mentioning the particulars.

Prisoners make firaw-boxes, tooth-picks, &c. and feil

them to vifitants. I viewed the men with fome attention ;-

and obferved in the looks of many a fettled melancholy :
many others looked very fickly. This Prifon feems not fo
well managed as thofe in the city: it is very dirty : no fire-
place in any of the rooms.: and in the fevere cold laft win-
ter, - feveral hundreds perithed.

WATER in plenty was thought of fuch importance here,
that they have a ftone well which is a curiofity. It was

built in 1735; is fifteen feet diameter, and near feventy

yards deep. The two Buckers hold each about three
hogtheads: they are drawn. up by horfes, and empty them-
felves into a Refervoir, fixty-four feet {quare, and nine deep.
A bucket is drawn up in five minutes. They work fixteen
hours every day, not excepting Sundays; and ‘draw daily
about five hundred hogfheads. Three horfes work at a
time, and twelve are kept for the fervice. .

THE H,OPI'I:AL GENERAL, near the city, isfor women

and
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and girls.. The latter are employed on the fineft embroidery.
Numbers of poor; and a fifterhood of religious. Many
criminals, quite feparate from the others, and not feen by
firangers. The Houfe was cleaner, and feemed better con~

ducted than the Bicétre upon the fame foundation..

THE BAasTiLeE may occur to fome of my readers, as an

.obje&t concerning which fome information would be ac-
ceptable.  All that I can give them is, that I knocked hard
at the outer gate, and immediately went forward through
the guard to the draw-bridge before the entrance of the

Caftle. I was fome time. viewing this building, which is

round, and farrounded by a large moat. None of the . win-

dows look outwards, but only towards a fmall area ; and:if
the ftate prifoners are ever permitted to take the frefh air, it
muft be on the leads, which have high parapets. But

whilft I was contemplating this gloomy.manfion; an officer

came out of the Caftle much furprized ; and I was forced to

retreat through the mute guard, and thus regained that
freedom, which for one locked up within thofe walls it is
next to impofiible to obtain.

MANY' of my readers, acquainted with the ftrict police
of France, would have luppofed that the other Prifons
would have been as inacceffible to a vifitant as the Baftile.
And indeed my firft application. for admittance at the Grand

Chaiteler was unfuccefsful. But fortunately remarking the

tenth
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tenth Article * of the Arrét 1717, I pleaded it before the
Commiffaire de la Prifon to whom I was referred, and -by its
means gained admiffion as well into that Prifon, as thofe of
Petit Chiteler and Fort /’"Evéque, and had an opportunity of

feeing almofk every individual confined in them.

IN the provinciarL caols I faw little worth noting
to imitate or avoid, but what has been already mentioned at
Paris. 'Thefe alfo have charitable Patroneffes, or Patrons,
who take care that the prifoners be not defrauded of their
allowance; and procure them farther relief. But thefe
Prifons do not feem to be fo carefully infpected as thofe in
the city; although the A&s of Parliament for regulation of
both are for the moft part ﬁn_ailar} and were made in the
fame year, 1717 . They are drawn up with found judg-
ment, and accurate knowledge of the complex fubje&. I

found many articles of them .in the laws of other nations ;
| but

® Tue Article 1s as follows.

Les Geoliers conduiront les perfonnes qui wiendront faive des charitezx dans les lieux de In
prifon o elles defireront les diftribuer, ce qu'elles pourront faire elles-mefmes fur le prean on
dans la cour 5 mais les anmofues ne pourront effre difiribuées dans les cachots noirs que par

les mains du Geolicr, en prefence des perfonnes qui les porteront.

+ THey are printed in quarto, The A& for the City is-dated 18th June: it
contains thirty-nine Articles, The title is Arreff de lz Cour de Parlement, portant

Reglement

§ e E .
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Sect. IV, F R A N C E.

but cannot fay whether. the French A&s were compiled
from them, or followéd by them.

Tue jg2d Article of the A¢ for the Provinces requires
that Prifons be ““au raiz de chauffee” * ; level with the ground.
Yet at Chalons, and fome other towns, I faw many prifoners
in dungeons ; larger indeed, but in other refpects not much
better than thofe at Paris. In the four horrid ones.at'the
Prifon de St. Fofeph (formerly a Convent) at Lyons, June
1776, were twenty-nine criminals: the heat fo exceffive,
that few of them had any other garment on than merely
their fhirts. Some of them were fick: none of them looked
healthy. 1In the nine other rooms of that Gaol there were
one hundred and twenty-eight prifoners ; of which number
twenty-two were women. 'To the Pierrecize, a ftate prifon
at Lyons, you afcend by more than, two hundred fteps:
among the few prifoners ‘in it, I fat talking a while with
one who faid he was in the fiftieth year of his confinement,

Reglement general pour les Prifons, droits et fonffions des Grefliers des Geoles, Geoliers et
Guichetiers des dites Prifons: Avec Je Tarif des droits attribuez aufdits Geoliers.
The A& for the Provinces, dated 1ft September, has the fame title, except the
Tarif. It contains thirty-three Articles. '

" * Tue foundation of this was -px"obabI}-r the firft Article IIJPOI_I Prifons in the
excellent Criminal Ordonnance of Louis XIV. 1670, which direéts that they fhall
be fo difpofed that the bealth of prifeners foall not be incommoded: l

I dwell
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FOREIGN PRISONS.

I dwell perhaps too long on France.- Yet.I cannot leave it,
without ftopping a minute longer at Lyons; to give a fhort
account of an Hofpital there.

THE Hoter Dizv is by the river’s fide (the Rhone):
The principal building is in the form of a crofs: .near three
hundred feet from end to .end both ways. The wards
thirty-two feet. wide, and twenty-five feet high: with
apertures between the joifts of the floor above; and two
tier of windows : in many of them two cafements. Three
rows of iron bedfteads in each ward. Under. a dome in the
centre is an oftagon altar, in view from every part of the crofs.
Prayers, which are read there twice a day, can be heard
through the wards. This part of the Houfe is for thofe that
have Fevers. There are other wards for Lyzng-in Women ; for
the Wounded; for Foundhings; for the Infane: all feparate:
and a room for chirurgical operations. The crofs-wards are
1o airy, asnot to be in the leaft offenfive : and yet there are, in
another part of the Houfe, two large upper rooms ftill more
airy and pleafant, Chambres de Convalefcence: to thefe they

remove patients that are recovering : and thofe whom I faw

there faid they were very refrething. They come down
from them at meals to a RefeGory or Hall. 'Thefe rooms
foon complete the patients recovery ; and feem an excellent
precaution againft the flow hectic fever, of which our

Hofpital -Phyficians fo frequently complain; and it is
- - - chiefly

Secr. IV. G ENE V A,

chiefly on account of thefe that T mention the Houfe *#,.
The whole was clean and quiet. There are eight Chap-
lains ; nine Phyficians and Surgeons; and twelve Sifters.
Thefe are ladies of a religious order, drefled in a neat uni-
form, who make up, as well as adminifter all the medicines
preferibed ;- for which purpofe there is an Elaboratory and
Apothecary’s thop, confifting of five or fix apartments, the
neateft and moft elegantly fitted up that can be conceived.

TY)EFORE the Cantons, I will mention, what is not
indeed any part of Switzerland, the little Republic of

G E N E V A,

HERE were only five ;Crz'mz'f_ml.r s none of them in irons.
Their allowance about fix-pence a day: for which they
have.a pound of good bread, fome foup, and half a pint of

C* I was induced to take fuch particalar notice ‘of this Hofpital, from-the recol-
lettion of fomething fimilar to thefe Chamébers of Convalefcence propofed by-my inge-
nious friend Mr, Aikin of Warrington, in his Thoughts on Hofpitals, I had not the
pamphlet then with me, but have fince turned to the paﬁ'age-,‘ and find le advifes
that ¢ all patients capable of fitting up, fhould remain through the day in large

airy halls,”
) O wine.
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FOREIGN PRISONS.

wine. ‘'They looked healthy. Here, as in the Swifs-
Cantons, men and women age kept feparate. For the laft
)‘rear or two no capital punithment. If a criminal flies
from juftice, they call him in form three days, and after

trial, execute him in effigy.

. No Debtors: and there feldom are any. A creditor muft
allow his debtor in prifon as much as felons have from the
public: upon failure, the gaoler gives notice, and then
difcharges the prifoner. Befides, there are fumptuary laws
in this ftate. And though the government is in general
mild, there is a fevere law againft bankrupts, and in-

{olvents ;- which renders incapable of all honours, and
deprives of freedom, not only the debtor himfelf, but his

children after him : except fuch of them as pay their quota’

of the debts *.

"N thofe of the CANTONS to which I went, Felons

& have each a room to themfelves, ¢ that they may not,”
{aid the Keepers, “ futor one another.” None were in irons:
they are kept in rooms more Of lefs firang and lightfome,
according to the crimes they are charged with. But the
Prifons are in general very ftrong. The rooms are num-

-

3 See Edits de la Republigue de Geneve, 1735

bered,,

Sect. IV. SWITZERLAND.

pered, and the keys marked with the fame numbers. In
moft of them a German Stove. The common -allowance
fix-pence a day. In fome Cantons there were no prifoners
of this fort. The principal reafon of it is, the great care
that is taken to give children, even the pooreft, a moral
and religious education. Another thing which contributes
to the {ame intention, is the laudable police of fpeedy
juftice. A criminal has notice of his death, not the manner
of it, but a fhort time before he is to fuffer: and he is then
indulged with his choice of food, wine, &c. Women are

not hanged, but .beheaded. Every new executioner has a

new fword; and in the Arfenal at Bern I{aw feveral old
ones hung up in order. In the Houfes of Correction many

of the prifoners were women ; whom I faw at work.

Tre moft numerous prifoners are the Galley-Slaves; im-
properly fo called, for there are no Galleys belonging to
Switzerland.

AT Lausanng I vifited a Prifon, in which
there were at that time no prifoners. There were dun-
geons, but on entering each of them the Keeper ob-
ferved that we were not yet upon the ground, but there
were cellars underneath. On converfing with Dr. Tiffot,
he exprefled- his furprize at our Gaol-Diftemper; faid
¢¢ T fhould not find it in Switzerland:” and added that

““ he had not heard of it's being any where but in
02 England.”

LAUSANNE,
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England.” When I mentioned the late A@ of Parlia-
ment for preferving the health of our prifoners, he ap-
proved of it highly, efpecially the claufes which require

‘white-wafbing the rooms and keeping them clean.—1 did not

(as the Do&or faid I thould not) find the Gaol-Fever in
Switzerland : nor did I find it any where elfe abroad *.

IN Bern, the principal Canton, there was in onePrifon (the
Schallenbaus) one hundred and twenty-four Galley-Slaves.

"They have not each a room to themfelves ; but there is fome

diftin&ion of the more and lefs criminal, both in their rooms
and work. Moft of them are employed in cleaning the
ftreets, and public walks; removing the rubbifh of build-
ing; and the fnow andice in winter. The city is one of the
cleaneft I have feen. F our or five are chained to a {mall
waggon and draw ; others, more at liberty, {weep, load, &c.

‘Thefe are known by an Iron Collar, with a hook proje&ing

above their heads : weight about five pounds: I faw one
riveted on 2 criminal in about two minutes. They work
in fummer from feven to eleven, and from oné to fix; in

winter from eight to eleven,-and from one to four. I

afked

* Sir Joun PRINGLE, Prefident of the Royal Society, in his Difcourfe at the
Anniverfary Meeting, soth November 1776, informs us at page 16, that ¢¢ The
¢ late Dr. Mounfey, F.R.S. who had lived long in Rufffa, and had been Archiater
¢ under two fucceffive Sovereigns----happening to be at Mafeoww when he'perufed
¢ the Obfervations on the Fail-Fever----was indoced to compare what he read in that
s Treatife with what he fhould fee in the feveral Prifons of that large city : but to
s¢ his furprize, after vifiting them all, and finding them full of malefaGtors (for

¢¢ the

Sger.iV.. SWITZERLAND.

afked them, ¢ Whether they would choofe- to work fo; or
be corifined within doors ?” ¢ Much rather,” they. faid,
¢ quork thus.” The lefs criminal are in feparate wards.
They work within doors, {pinning, &c. in a large room;
and have not the iron collar. - The Prifon is' not commo-
dious, nor. kept clean. . The dally allowance two pounds of
bread, and twice a day a pint and half of foup, made of
barley, beans, &c. they fetch it from the City-Hofpital.
In their leifure-hours they make ftrifles to fell, mend
fhoes. &c. and deliver them as they pafs on at work. They
are not fuffered to pratife Gaming of any fort. Indeed this

is forbidden to' all the common people; as playmg for any

confiderable fum is to thofe of higher rank. The Keeper
and Turnkey are to fee that the prifoners perform their de-
votions every morning and evening. The Chapl_alns pray
with them and inftru@& them on Sunday and Thur{day.

Once a month othér Clergymen f{uperintend the fervice.

Neo vifitant admitted on Sunday. . Great care taken of the
_ﬁck; No {utling place to be kept in this Houfe of Cor-
rection. The Keeper is ftrictly forbidden to fell the pri-
foners wine, brandy, or other provifions; and required em-

¢ the late Emprcfs then fuﬁ'ered none---to be put to death} he could dlfcover
“ no fever among them, nor learn that any acute diftemper peculiar to Jails had
“ ever been known there,----Upon his return to St Peterfourg he made the fame

- ¢¢ ‘Inquiry there, and with the fame refult.” ..

Ispavs jult remark here that the Scorbut in the French Prifons may probébly be
. a fpecies of the Gaol- Dﬂtemper ; but I did not fee any perfons a&nally ill of it whxlc
I was abroad ; otherwife I think I thould have been able to have recognized it.

tirely
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FOREIGN PRISONS.

tirely to forego any fuch emolument. The bedding and
cldathing are minutely defcribed,” both as to quality and
value. I have a copy of all the Orders, twenty-feven in
aumber, dated March i4. 1741. Thefe which I have men-
tioned may ferve for a {pecimen. Some of the flaves are

women : their ward is totally feparate from that of the men.

IN La Prifon ordinaire fome rooms are planked all round.
Eight of them are very clofe and ftrong. Deoors of oak
2% inches thick, plated with iron; three hinges, a lock
and two padlocks. In a clofet, were the cloaths of a per-
fon that was murdered, kept to coenfrent the guilty when
'appreﬁended: and fome ftolen goods, to be owned. Here
were no prifoners. A criminal who cdn pay is allowed to
expend. 7 batz 2 kreutzer, about a fhilling daily, for two
meals of foup and good bread. To one that is poor, the
Government allows half that fum. To all who are con-
demned, they allow a fhilling a day for eight days before
they fuffer. Thefe allowances are fpecified on a paper
hung up in the Gaol. There alfo hangs up a ferious ex-
hortation concerning the awful nature of an Ozz/; and the
forms of fundry oaths to be taken. I procured copies of
the whole, but will tranferibe only one oath, as follows:
=w~ ¢ Ma depofition, dont leflure m’a été faite & prefent, je
“la confirme devant la face du Diew tout puiffant, tout fa-
““ chant et vray, pour contenir la wverité, ainfi que je defire

¢ que Dien me foit en aide fur la fin de mes jours. Sans dol ni

“ fraude.”

SecT. 1V. CSWITZERLAND.

“ fraude.”—** My’depoﬁtion, which has now been read to
«« me I confirm before the face- of God omnipotent, om-
¢ nifcient and true, to contain the truth, as I defire that
«« God may be my help at the end of my days. Without
 deceit or fraud.” Perjury, I was told, is very uncommon

among them *.

In this city I had fome difcourfe with the celebrated
Dr. Haller. He afcribed the ficknefs in Englifh Gaols ta
their being over-crowded.

AT SoroTHURN the Prifon (dated in front 1756) is built
of a fort of marble from a quarry near the town.  Many of
the ftones are fix feet by two or three, and-above a foot
thick. . The Gaoler faid, ‘° He always took off the irons
from criminals that came to him chained hands and feet.”
There are fifteen rooms about nine feet {quare, and eight
feet high : with a coach roof. The partitfon walls are all of
the fame fort of marble: the window is in the upper part of

* In Scotland alfo this crime is not frequent. When I was there January 1775

there were no.trials: but by inquiring of Gentlemen well-verfed in the bufinefs of

@heir Courts, I learned that the oath and the form of adminiftering it, are very

folemn. The Judge, as well as the Witnefs ftanding, holding up his right hand
&c. After a witnefs has given his evidence, it'is read to him, that he may corre(t
or explain it; and then he figns it. The whole procefs is carried. on with great
deliberation. Judges on the Circuit are obliged to flay five nights at.evéry town:
where they open their commifion. Acquitted prifoners are immediately difcharged;

the

10

a

SoroTHURN,

. e vl
pris b o o
[ "o o bt ” W .. AR
A i
are A Thome ey i ETe
AL
HOh UL
( "

A
T AP L e e
TR o
S

2 ERCRGRE Lty 2
Ty

pish = - T Pl el i A
weotp - z
Y Teevd piv v trms
T L A T T T T Tty o T ST IAT O
2o e - iy X
= — —_— . e el o

e, e

T Tt

e

el

Rl

i f
T Py
—

T A e 1 e o et o B e
ua‘%”’hﬂu




Basit.

FOREIGN PRISONS

the wall, two feet by fix inches: German floves in moft
of the rooms. For thofe guilty-of lefs heinous crimes,
there are rooms not quite {o ftrong, and more lightfome.
Allowance a pound of bread, and twice a day foup.

Trre Magiftrates thought a conflant fupply of water within
the Prifon-walls fo needful, that although there is a fountain
in the ftreet about ten yards from the Prifon-door, they

have placéd another in the court-yard, dated 1769

AT Basiz the Gaol for felons is in one of towers. No
prifoners; but many rooms ready with clean ftraw and
blankets. Each prifoner (they faid) has a room to him-
{felf, in which he is conftantly fhut up, except when con-
ducted to the Council-Chamber for examination. QOne of
the firongeft rooms by the great clock is about fix feet
high: the (trap) door is in the flat roof : - the prifoner goes
down by a ladder, which is then taken up : his victuals are
put in at a wicket on one fide., When I was-in the room,
and took notice of the uncommon ftrength of it, the Gaoler
told me a prifoner had lately made his efcape from it. I
could not devife what method he took; but heard it was
this. He had a fpoon for foup, which he fharpened to cut
out a piece from the timber of his room: then by praéhce
‘he acquired the art of firiking his door, juit when the great
clock firuck, to drown the noife: and in fifteen days he

forced all the bolts, &c. But attempting to let himfelf
down

Sger.IV. G E R M A N Y. 108

down ‘from the- vaft height by a rope which he found, the
rope failed him ;- aid’ by falling he broke fo many of his
bones, that the Surgeons pronounced his recovery impof-
fible. But his bones were fet; and with proper care he did
recover, and was pardoned.

G E R M A N'-Y;"

HE Germans, well'aware of the neceflity of Cleanii=

nefs in Prifons, have very judicioufly chofen to build
them in fituations moift conducive to it; that is, #ear
Rivers': as at Hanover, Zell, Hamburgh, Bremen, Cologne,
Mentz and many other places. - | | |

In- the Gaols that I faw" there were but few prifoners,
except thofe called; improperly, Galley-Slaves. One caufe
of this, here as in Switzerland, is a f{peedy trial after com--
mitment.

Tim_ Galley—Sla’ves& ‘have every where a Prifon to them-
felves. ~ They work ‘on’;the'Razsz, the Fortifications, Chalk-
Hills, a.nd other public: fervice; for four, feven, ten, fif-
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FOREIGN PRISONS.

teen, twenty yeats, according ‘to_‘their crimes.: and are
cloathed, as well as fed, by the Government. At Wefel,
which belongs to'the xinG of Prufia, there were ninety-
eight of thefe flaves:" they have two pounds of bread a day,
and the value of three halfpence Englith every day they

work.

I saw no under-ground dungeons in any of the new
Prifons in Germany : nor indeed in any new Prifon abroad.
At Lunenburg the dungeons’ are difufed: and inftead of
them are built additional rooms up frairs: one for each
prifoner. . And in moft of the Gaols each criminal is alone
in his room; which is more or lefs ftrong, lightfome,
and airy, as the crime he is charged with is fmore or lefs

ajtrocious .

OnE often fees - the doo.rs-__ofh:fgndry rooms marked
Etbiopia, India, Italy, France, England, &c. In “thofe
rooms, parents, by the authority of the Magiftrates, con-
fine for a certain term diffolute children: and if they are
i,nc;-[uifcd after, th'e‘al_lfwer is, they are gone to Italy,
England, &c.

I po not remember any Prifon in Germany (nor elfewhere
abroad) in which Felons have not, either from the public
allowance, or from charities, fomewhat more to live on

than bread and water. In fome places a perfon goes on
' market-
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Secr. IV, G ERMAN Y.

market-days with a bafket for prifoners: and I have feen
him bring them a comfortable meal of freth vegetables.
But there are feparate Prifons in which confinement for a
week or two on bread and water is all the punithment for
{ome petty offences. - Perhaps, when a condemned criminal
is only to live a day or two, fuch diet may be more pro-
per than the indulgence with which the Germans treat pri-
foners, after fentence of death, which is commonly exe-
cuted within forty-eight hours. The malefactor has then
his choice of food, and wine, in a commodious room, into

‘which his friends are admitted ; and a Minifter attends him

during almoft all his remaining hours,

AT StrAsBurc Ifaw in- one of the five towers three

Debtors: they informed me that they were alimented by
their creditors ; that they had two pounds of good bread a
day, and foup equally good. I was much pleafed to find
fo much of a liberal {pirit prevail in this city, that in the
Hofpital there. were feparate chambers for Lutherans, in

which they were allowed the attendancé of their own
Minifters. - . o '

AT MenNtz, La Porte de Fer, which is for F elons, is
five ftories high : two rooms on a floor: a {pacious landing-
place in the middle, with oppofite windows, for circulation
of air. 'The rooms are double-floored with oak plank, full two
inches thick; and each room has a double door only three

P2 feet
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FOREIGN PRISONS. Szer. IV. G ERMAN Y. 169

feet nine inches high. Thefe two circumftances contribute Every Prifon at Mentz has in each room a German

much to fecurity. On one fide the door is a fmall iron
wicket, to put in the daily allowance: which is two
pounds of bread, foup, and (except in Lent) a little
meat. Only one prifoner is confined in each room, who
has a pair of blankets ; and once in a fortnight clean ftraw.
This Gaol ftands near the Rhine, and is not in the leaft

ftove ; which, in winter, is beated two or three times a

day. _Prifoners have clean linen once a week. On my ob-

ferving to the Brigadier of the Police who went with me,

how healthy his prifoners.looked, he told me that ‘* Some

“ years ago, they were unhealthy; and the Regency re-

¢“ moved them from the dungeons -undér ground: upon

offenfive. ¢ which they recovered ; and had been Iremarkably healthy

“ ever fince.” The dungeons are now totally difufed.

In the Houfe of Correftion all was neat, and fhewed the
attention ‘of the Regency. On . my taking notice 'to the
Keeper how clean his Prifon was, he fiid ¢ How can it
¢ be otherwife when we have fo many women prifoners?
¢¢ Surely they may keep the Houfe clean.” -Moft of the
flour for the city is ground at a mill in this Prifon. The
délinque_nts work at it two hours in the morning, and two
in the afternoon. Over the door is carved a waggon drawn
by two Stags, two Lions, and two wild Boars; with an in-~
{cription explaining the device, which is, that if wild beafts.
can be tamed to the yoke, wefhould not defpair of reclaim-
ing irregular-men. I faw the fame bas relief at one or two

other Houfes of Corretion.

IT was hardly neceflary to inquire if the Prifons were

_infpected by proper Officers. The ‘Keepers make a report

- .

every day to an attentive Lieutenant of the Police : and once
in a fortnight the Confeiller de Régence, the Secretaire and

Confeiller des Finances vifit every Prifon; hear all com-

plaints ; and inquire if cloaths, or any thing neceffary be

wanting. None. of the Keepers fell liquor; but prifoners

may fend out for a quart of beer a day. 'They are not al-

lowed. to have any {pirituous liquors.

I nave related more particulars here, to give a {pecimen

of the oeconomy obferved in other German Prifons, moft of
them being governed upon the fame principles; though
not all with the fame attention..

WAL T AT A
-tk

. THERE is a feparate Prifon for Debtors, near the Fifh~

Market: Le Port du Poiffon. No prifoners. When there - ,
are any, they have daily at the creditor’s coft two pounds AT Hanav near Heffe Caffel, the Galley-Slaves (focalled) Hasav.

of bread, and about four-pence Englih. | i are diftinguithed into Hounétes and Defhonnétes, The
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FOREIGN PRISONSG.

former are condemned for three, four, feven, nine, four-
teen years : but the term is fometimes fhortened on account
of good behaviour. Thefe wear a brown uniform; and a
fmall chain from the girdle“ to one leg. The latter are for
the moft part fuch as have committed capital offences.
Thefe wear a white coat with one black fleeve ; and have a
chain from the girdle to each leg: they never work out of
the town; and are put to the moft difagreeable fervices in
it. The hours of work for both forts are in fummer from
five to eleven, and from one to fix: in winter as the wéa-
ther and length of days permit. Allowance, from 1ft of
April to Michaelmafs, 2 pounds of bread a day: from
Michaelmafs to April, two pounds: and each man about
_t&vo;-p.ence Englith a day. From a charity they have half a
florin (about twelve-pence halfpenny) a month. They
are conftantly, vifited by a Deputy from the Regency, who
makes his report to the Colonel every morning: and the

Colonel conveys it to the young Prince, when he refides at

Hanau. Of his kindnefs to them, the prifoners feemed
duly fenfible; and they fpoke with grateful refpect of the
attention thewed them by the amiable Princefs his deceafed
mother, whofe memory. will be long revered in that

country.

I AsxED one and another of the Homnnétes who were at
work on the road, * Whether they liked to be thus em-
¢¢ ployed, or would rather.choofe to be confined in idle-

- “ nefs ?”

------
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Sect. IV.

““nefs?” They readily anfwered, ‘“ Much rather be thus

1

abroad at work.” Omn Saturday afternoon, thefe {weep the
bridges, the entrances to the town &c. They have a Guard
of four Soldiers (bayonets fixed), a Subaltern, and the
Keeper. This is the guard, be the number of flaves more

or lefs : when I faw them they were from ten to twelve.

. AT fix in the evening, in fummei-time, they bring-all
their tools into a room in the Prifon; and go to their
qhambers: the Defhonnétes on the ground floor; the Hon-
nétes above. But in this Prifon there is nota {eparate room -
for each man ; as in thofe to which they were at firft com-
mitted. Each flave has, befides the cloaths above-mén—
fioned, two pair of fhoes; two pair of ftockings; and two
fhirts. All are obliged to attend. Divine Service on Sunday..
The men on my repeated vifits looked always healthy.,
THE Defhonnétes are not doomed to defpair: but for
good behaviour are fometimes promoted to the rank of
Honnétes. 1 converfed with one whom I found very chear-
ful for a late advancement of that kind: in confequence of
it he was working on the road..

THERE is another Prifon at Hcmczu, La Tounr de Mar-
gueretta : o called from the firft perfon confined in it, It
has four rooms on each of the two floors; but they were
all empty.
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CassiL. AT Casszr there is alfo a Prifon for GalleyA‘Slaves;
under {imilar management, but not fo well conduted.
One circumftance ftruck me as worthy of remark, In a
fine new Church juft built, there is a gallery with two fe-
parate feats for the Homnétes and Defbonnétes ; though the
whole number, when I was there, was only feventeen.

Maxuens, AT ManueiMm Monfieur Babo, Counfellor to the Re-
- gency, very politely gave orders to thew me every room of
La Maifon de Force. Prifoners. committed to this Houfe
are commonly received in form with what is called the
Bien-Venu (Welcome). A machine iS‘:brought out in
Whiqh are faftened their neck, hands, and feet. 'Then they
are firipped ; and have, according as the Magiftrate orders—
the Grand Venu of twenty to thirty firipes — the Demy
Venu of eighteen to twenty—or the Petit Venu of twelve
to fifteen: after this they kifs the threfhold and go
in. Some are treated with the fame compliment at dif-

towns in Germany,

Tre Houfe was clean. 'Fifty'-twd men, and forty-niné
women in feveral rooms: all at work ; either at their own
“trades, as fhoemakers, ~ta)}lors,_ weavers, lapidaries; or ‘at
one of the manufaGures of the Houfe; which are coarfe
cloth and cards. Not one idle. ‘They have but little time

to earn any thing for themfelves: yet though they work

entirely
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entirely for the Houfe, their labour, I was informed, does

not maintain it.

Tue Rules and Orders are good. I have a copy of them
all. The two laft are to this effett. 11th. As it is of the
utmoft importance in fuch Houfes as this, to obferve all

poffible cleanlinefs ; it is required of all perfons to watch

moft firi@ly againft all appearance of the contrary. Who-
ever fees the leaft offence of that kind, fhall give immediate
notice of it to the InfpeCtor, upon pain of clofe confine-
ment on bread and water, and the moft rigorous chaftife-
ment. 12th. That no one may be able to plead ignorance
of the Rules, one copy of them fhall be given to every
prifoner, and another hung up in-his room; and they fhall
be read publicly every Sunday morning after Divine Service.
It is ordered that the difobedient be punifthed; and that
encouragement be given to the dutiful and diligent,

‘THE doors are all numbered ; and the keys marked with

the correfponding number. Allowance to moft of the Mexn

two pounds of bread, foup, and a quart of good beer ; and,
except in Lent, half a pound of meat.. Women have a
pound and half of bread : other articles as the men. The
fick are indulged with white bread, veal, &c. They have
all of them clean linen once a week: it is wathed by the
women prifoners. The Keeper makes every morning a re-
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FOREIGN PRISONSG.

port to Monfieur Babo of the ftate of his Houfe as to num=
bers, health, &c. |

A capucHIN fays Mafs in the Chapel every morning.
A gallery for men: another for women, with a blind before

it : another for Orphans, of whom there are fixty-four in a

fort of Hofpital at one end of the Prifon. Proteftants and

Jews are ordered to their private devetions: the latter are
excufed from working on their Sabbath. |

'THE Prifon at Hanover was built about thirty years
ago. It is fituated on the river Leina. 'There are eleven
firong rooms, about ten feet fquare, and ten and a half
high ; with a bed of folid ftone in each, eleven inches from
the ground, and nine inches higher at the head. Over
thefe are larger apartments for debtors &c. The rooms
are warmed by ftoves in winter. Criminals have a fmall
chain : they are allowed firaw to lie on, and two coverlids.
When I vifited the Prifon there were feven criminals and
one debtor. The Keeper fells no liquors, but has a falary.
In the Council-Chamber are all the various Ediéts in
frames. ‘There is a Torture-Chamber, but I with pleafure
learned that the two cruel engines had not been ufed for

four years.

LUNENBURG. I found the criminals here émployed on

2 different work from any I had before feen : digging ftone
from

Sect. IV. G ER M A N VY.

from a large chalk-hill called Kalck-Berg. Others were
preparing it for the kiln, grinding, fifting, packing &ec.
in the warchoufes. The calks are.about three hundred
weight. It is fent to Hamburgh and other diftant places,
as it makes an excellent cement. Many other men were
employed ; but the criminals, of whom there were thirty-
one, had a chain of about four pounds., Their allowance
was a pound and half of bread, and three halfpence in mo-
ney : provifions much cheaper than in England.

AT Hamsurcu Felons in the Biitteley were all in irons.
The common method of execution is decollation. The

115

HampurcH.

Executioner, who is. Gaoler, fhewed me the fivord which, -

be faid, he had made ufe of eight times.

Amonc the various engines of torture, or the queftion,
which I have feen in. France and other places, the moft ex-
cruciating is kept and ufed in a deep cellar of this Prifon.
It ought to be buried ten thoufand fathom deeper *. It is
faid the inventor was the firft who fuffered by it: the lat

‘'was a woman, not two years ago.

- Here, as at fome other towns, is a Prifon for flight
offences. 'The punifhment, to be confined from a week to
a month, and live on bread and water only. To prevent

* See the Marquis Beccaria, Chap, XVI.
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FOREIGN PRISONS.

the prifoners having any thing elfe, what money they bring
with - them is taken, and fealed up; but it is returned to

them when difcharged.

In this great city, {fuppofed to contain ninety thoufand
fouls, there were but three Debrors: and in the neighbour-
ing town ALTENA, which belongs to the KING of DEN-

MARK, but two. ' -

IT will perhaps be expected that I fhould fay fomething

of the Houfes of Corre&ion at the great and opulent city of
Hamburgh. 1 was there near a week, and vifited all ‘the
Prifons with every advantage, through ‘the kindnefs of my
friend, Senator Voght. In the great Houfe of Corretion,
which is a fort of Work-houfe, and #of reckoned infamous,
various kinds of work were carrying on ;.as knitting, {pin-
ning, weaving linen, hair, and wool, rafping logwood and
hartthorn. A regular book is kept of the earnings, one

fourth of which, I was informed, was given to each, as

they worked more or lefs. This Houfe is governed by
eight Directors, who muft be married men. Two of them
vifit it every Wednefday and Saturday; on the latter day
along with the Ladies, who deliver out the women’s work,
and. have a room for the purpofe. Many hundreds are
confined here.  In the great room I faw about three hun-
dred women and girls all bufily employed both times I was

there.
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Sect. IV. G ER M A_ N Y.

there. Although the Houfe is fituated near the Alfter, and
vifited by Ladies, I cannot fay much in favour of its neat-

nefs or cleanlinefs.

In the Spin- Houfz, which is accounted infamous, even the
men were not obliged to rafp logwood, but were employed
in fpinning, in morelightfome rooms than thofe of the other
Houfe. In this were feventy-three prifoners.

AT Bremen the Prifon for Debtors has four roomsjy
but the Magiftrate who accompanied me, Dr. Hornwinckel,
affured me not one of them had been occupied for above

thirty years, till very lately; when one was fitted up for a
debtor, who was confined ‘in it a few weeks. Over the

door of this Prifon is infcribed

Hic fraudum terminus effo..
i

TuaT there were few Debtors, or none at all, in fuch
towns as Mentz, Coblentz, Manbeim, 8&c. may be afcribed
to their being places of but Zstle trade. In fuch- large
trading cities as Hamburgh, and Bremen, ' 1t {eems ow-
ing to the little credit- that is given—the expence of ali-
ment &ec. falling on the creditor—the being deprived of
every kind of amufement and diverfion while in Prifon—
and the difgrace of being there..
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FOREIGN PRISONS.

 DesToRs are not permitted in any German cities that I
have feen, to have their wives and children living with

them in Prifon.

Tue Houfe of Correttion at B'rem_e/z, fituated. on the
Wefer, is indeed a Houfe of Indufiry 5 yet very quiet. There
were eleven men, and twenty-eight women, all at work ;
except a woman who had broke her leg. The fironger and
lefs docile men rafp Logwood : others weave a fet tafk of
Hoir Carpets, &c. The Keeper appoints a weaver in the
Houfe to inftru& every New COMET, who generally teaches
him the art in a fhort time. The women’s apartments
were very clean: their work is {pinning, knitting, &c.
The Keeper has a falary ;. fmd fells nothing.

I saT an afternoon with Dr. Duntze of Bremen, who
told me he was.in London in 1753 and 54 with an in-
quifitive friend, a German. They went into Newgate to
obferve the effe@s of the Ventilator ; and were ftruck with
an offenfive fmell in one of the rooms. Next day- they
were both indifpofed. . The Do&or’s complaint turned out
a kind of jaundice. After a few days confinement he vifited
his friend, and found him exceffively low; and in a thort
time he died with every {ymptom of the. Gao/-Fever.

AT Zzir in the Eleftorate of Hanover, 1s a large Houfe
of Correétion; and
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AT Casstr is another, with a work-room one hundred
and ten feet by twenty-five, and twelve feet high. It was
built by cuARLEs, grandfather to the prefent Landgrave,
1 thall not, ‘however, enter into a minute detail of the
difcipline in thefe two, and other Houfes of the fame
fort in Germany. Thofe in Holland and Flanders are bet-
ter conducted: and my account of them fhall be moré
particular, | '

".HOLLAND.

RISONS in the Un1TeED PrROVINCES are fo quiet, and
moft of them f{o clean, that a vifitor can hardly believe

he is in a Gaol. They are commonly (except the Rafp-
Houfes) white-wathed once or twice a year: and a prifoner
told me it was no {fmall refrefhment to go into their rooms

after fuch a thorough cleaning. A Phyfician and Surgeon
is appomted to every Prifon; and pr1foners are in general

healthy.

In moft of the Prifons for Criminals there are fo many

rooms that each prifoner is kept feparate. They never go

out
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FOREBEIGN PRISONS.

out of their rooms: each has a bedftead, ftraw, and cover-
lid. But there are few criminals, except thofe in the Ra/p-
Houfes and Spin-Houfes. In all the feven Provinces feldom
more executions in a year than from four to fix*. One
reafon of this, I believe, is the awful folemnity of execu-
tions, which are -performed in prefence of the Magiftrates,
with great order and ferioufnefs, and great effe¢t on the
fpe@ators. I did not-fee the procefs in Hollond; but it
was particularly defcribed to me, and was fimilar to what I
had been witnefs of in another place abroad.

life. The aliment muft be paid every week: in default
whereof, the Gaoler gives eight days-notice ; and if within
that time, ‘the money,. or fecurity for it, be not brought,
the debtor is difcharged. | | B

TS

AnoTHER reafon is, that the fituation is very difgrace-
ful. But perhaps the principal caufe that debtors, as well
as capital offenders, are few, is the great care that is taken
to train up the children of the poor, and indeed of all
others, to induilry. No debtors have their wives and
.children living with them in Prifon: but occafional vifits
in the day-time are not forbidden. You do not hear in the
fireets as you pafs by a Prifon, what I have been rallied for
abroad, the cry of poor bungry flarving -Debtors..

Turp common method of execution is decollation by a
broad fword. For the more atrocious crimes, fuch as pre-
meditated murder- &c. the malefadior is broken on the
= wheel ; or rather on a crofs laid flat upon the {caffold. But
. a defcription of the manner of this execution, which is

finithed- by a Coup de Grace on the breaft, would not be

. Tue States do not tranfport criminals: but men are put
h to labour m the Rafp-Houfes, and women to proper work
in the Spin-Houfes : upon this profefled maxim, Make them

e TR

’ agreeable to any of my readers. | i
. o _ | . éy% diligent and they will be boneff.  The. rafping logwood,
) S R DesToRrs alfoare but few. The Magiftrates do notapprove ey which was formerly the principal work done by the men
. : é B . . . . . .
T of confining in idlene s any that may be ufefully employed. i chmmals, is now in many Placcs pe_rform_ed at the mills, ‘
| -":i' JEREE A And when one is imprifoned, the Creditor muft pay E ; ‘much cheaper " and the Duzch, finding woollen manufac-
- _ ) . i : o o o . _ E
g the Gaoler for his maintenance, from eight to eighteen B ‘tures more profitable, have within thefe laft twelve years, i
R I ftivers a day, according to the Debtor’s former condition in fet up feveral of them in thofe- Houfes of Correction. In it
; ' fome, the work does not only maintain the prifoners; but
d | . . i they have a little extra-time to earn fomewhat for their bet- it
I * T was told in Scotland that the number of executions there is nearly ek < e e . . 1 TR e T iy
o ol . G ter living in Prifon, or for their benefit afterwards.
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GRrEAT care is taken to give them moral and religious
inftru&ion, and reform their manners, for their own and
the public gdod. The Chaplain. (fuch there is in every
Houfe of Corre@ion) does not only perform -public ‘wors
thip, but privately infiru&s the prifoners, catechifes them
every week &c. and Tam well informed that many come
out fober and hotieft *. ‘Sonie Have even chofen to continue
‘and work in the Houfe after their difcharge. |

‘OFFENDERS ‘are fentenced to thefe Houfes, according to
‘their crimes, for fevén, ten, fiftéén, ‘twenty years and up-
‘wards : ‘but, to prevén_t : 'defpair, ‘feldom for life. As an
‘ehcouragement to fobriety and induftry, thofe who diftin-
guith themfélves ‘by “fuch behaviour, are difcharged before
the expiration of their term. A prifoner who gives infor-
‘mation of an intended :efcape is favoured much in this re-
{pect : his term is confiderably fhortened. - A little before
‘the election of new Magiftrates, thofe who are in office . in-
{pect thefe Prifons; and inquire of the Keeper which - pri-

* I uave heard in England that a countryman of ours, who was. a prifoner

“in the Rafp-Houfe at dmferdam, {éveral years, was permitted to work at his own

trade, fhoe-making ; and by being conftantly kept emiployed, was guité-cured of

she vices which brought him to confinement. My informant ddded, that the pri-

¥ fonet received at his releafe a furplus of his earnings, which enabled him to fet up

in London 3 where he lived in credit, and at dinner commonly drank ¢ Health to
his worthy Maftets'at the Rafp-Houfe.”

foners,.

SecT. IV, H O L L A N D,

b,ecn d111gent _a_nd- orderly_. and of the _mei’cer, which of
them have been moft attentive to public and private inftruc-
tions. According to the accounts, they contratt the ap-
pointed time of punithment: fo that fourteen years will
fometimes be ‘reduced ' to. eight-or ten ; and twelve years to
fix or feven. 'This prattice of abridging the time of pu-~
nithment upon reformatfon is in every view wife and bene-
ficial. Indeed, I have fome reafon to think that criminals
are often doomed to a longer term, with an intention to
make fuch deductions upon their amendment,

I was informed that the work done in fome of thefe
Houfes of Corre&tion (efpecially where the men are em-
ployed in rafping) does not maintain them: though the
men that are robuft earn from eight to ten ftivers a day;
and healthy women by {pinning &c. from four to fix. But
fome earn lefs; thofe who are infirm very little: none
however are quite idle but the fick. This.is furely excel-
lent policy; for befides guarding againft the pernicious
effe@ts of idlenefs in a Prifon, and breakmg criminals to
habits of mduf’cry, if work {o conftant does not fupport the
Houfes, how much heavier would be the public burden,
maintaining the numerous, oﬁ'enders in thefe Prifons, if, as
in many of our Brldewells, no work at all were done there?

INn Holland, as--well as: in ‘Germany, there are private
R 2 rooms
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124 FOREIGN PRISONS.

rooms in moft of the Houfes of Corréé’tidn, in which young way twenty-two inches wide; door four inches thick : the

perfons of a vicious and profligate. turn are confined on the
reprefentation of their parents, till they fhew figns of

amendment., | ,

T H“W;Sﬁ:."m
L TE R e At

R i s bt

condemned rooms have an iron door befides. In the latter a
criminal is never left alone: two prifoners from the Rafp-
Houfe are always with him, to prevent his deftroying him-

felf. They rejoice at the fervice; for if they difcharge it

faithfully, their reward is an abridgment of their allotted

Amsti- . AT AmsTerDpaM the Prifon is under the
S Stads- Houfe. Debtors and felons quite - feparate. No
court-yard. Vifitants may converfe with ‘debtors at the
lattices of their rooms, from nine to twelve 1 in the forenoon.
The debtor may buy an anchor of wine to depofite with the
Keeper (who fells liquors) : he is allowed to call for a bot-

tle of it a day, paying the Keeper two flivers 2 bottle.

term. 1 was credibly informed, that there was no execu-

tion here for the laft two years : and ‘that for a hundred

years paft there have not been, communibus annis, more than

one a year. It is generally performed within forty-elght

hours after {en tence.

In the Stadz-Houfe there were f{ix delinquents, Their

allowance is nine ftivers a day, for which the Keeper gives

———

Tiden

In this city they compute 250,000 ‘fouls ¥ ; about one
third of thofe in London : yet in 1775 T found but clghteen ,
debtors, in 1776 oaly fifteen.

them—in the morning, four good flices of bread and but-

S L i

ter—at dinner, rice foup, and two-flices of bread—at fup-

per, milk—befides about a quart of beer’a day; and on

Fur rooms for criminals are down fifteen fteps: ten feet Sunday three quarters of a pound of meat. He alfo pays

by nine : in each, one prifoner only : a bedftead &c. door- for their weekly fhaving, and for wafling their linen. In

{ome other Provinces the allowance is the fame: in fome,
more. One of the Magiftrates, with whom I was con-
verfing upon the fubje@ of Englith Prifons, faid ¢ Nourifh
¢ your prifoners well, and keep them in dry rooms, and
¢ they will be healthy.” .

® I the Stadr-Houfe there is lung up to public vxew, a Board Ihewmg the
mortality for the laft two years, and for the laft week viz. D S

L
el bt ks LT LS

£

Deaths in 1774_, — — 6649 )
, 1775, — — 7895
Auguft 6th, 1776, — — 120
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AT the RASP-HOUSE over the gate is,. in das reief; adevice  Rase-
Houvse.
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Tue year 1775 was very fickly.—Sir #illiam Petly in his Tradls, page 186 gwes

for the yeat 1685 the number of Burials in Amfierdam.6245. . fomewhat
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FOREIGN PRISONS.

fomewhat like that at Mentz. At the inner gate is (as at
other Rafp-Houfes) a reprefentation of two men rafping
Logwood: which is here their principal employment. Yet
regard is had not only to their degree of guilt, but to their
firength : for I faw two men winding filk or thread. This
laft fummer there were fifty-four prifoners. In fome rooms,
where they alfo fleep, were ten or twelve men rafping an
appointed tafk. Others were in the warchoufes, forting
and weighing; others bringing the wood to thofe rooms.
If any one be idle, or refractory &c. he is thut up in a place
of clofer confinement under ground. I faw one who was
{o punifhed for burning logwood: he told me his fentence
was for fix weeks. On careful inquiry, I learned, that what
has been faid of a cellar, in which fuch tranfgreflors are put
to pump or.drown, 7s zof fuéf. Hours of work from fix to
twelve, and from one to four. In extra-hours they make
tobacco-boxes -&c. which they fell to vifitants, who pay
two flivers to go in. They are daily vifited by the Medical
Faculty; and have in general a healthy look. I withed to
know more particulars of this famous Prifon; but could
{carce ever get from the cautious old Keeper a dire& anfwer
to any one queftion : though I paid him five vifits with that

intent. I could not go into-the rooms till laft-time I was-

there, when-a Magiftrate accompanied me. The Keeper
was {ftill as much upon the referve as before : but without
alking him, I.Taw his prifon was dirty.

In

Sger.IV. H O L L A N D.

In the sPIN-HOUSE (Spin-huis) you fee a number of
women criminals (there were thirty-two) fome .of whom
had been the moft abandoned; fitting in prefence of the
Mifirefs, quiet and orderly at their different forts of work ;
{pinning, plain work &c. Of the latter fort much is fent
in from the city. Hours of ‘work from fix to twelve, and
from one to-eight. I faw them go from work to dinner :
the Keeper as they call him Farber prefided. Firft they
fang a Pfalm: then they went in order down to a neat
dining-room ; where they feated themfelves at two tables;
and feveral difhes of boiled barley, agreeably fiweetened,
were {et before them. The Father ftruck with a hammer:
then-in profound filence all ftood up; and one of them read
with propricty, a Prayer about.four or five minutes. Then

they ‘fat down chearful ; and each filled her bowl, .from a

large dith which contained enough for four of them.
Then one brought on a waiter flices of bread and butter,
and ferved each prifoner.

~ As ] ftaid longer than a common vifitant, one of -the
prifoners went up to the Miftrefs with. the timid -modefty of
a fuppliant, and afked leave to offer me the plate. The
leave was granted. The Miftrefs keeps what is given, till
it amounts to.a fum fufficient to purchafe a little - Tea or
Coffee, for-all to partake.

HeRrE (as.at fome other towns in Holland) is a Prifon or
Work-houfe
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Work-houfe for {lighter offences; where prifoners are
employed in Spinning, weaving coarfe Carpets, picking
Oakum &c. ‘

I wirr juft mention the por-nvuis, an Hofpital for the

Infane : becanfe it would (in my opinion) be a good plan
for a Bridewell, with the addition of working rooms. The
ground plot is reGtangular : the Keeper’s houfe takes up one
of the fhorter fides: the other three fides have, on the

- ground-floor, rooms in the recefs of a walk full eight feet
‘wide, under arcades ; inclofed from.the area or garden by a

wall to the height of four feet: the upper part to the
crown of the arch, open. Each perfon has a feparate room,
with two doors; the inner door is latticed ; the outer, fre-
quently ftands open. ‘Over the doors is an aperture in the
wall, about a foot fquare. Thefe rooms are.for the Poor.
Above are larger rooms for thofe whofe friends can pay for
them. Common vifitants are not allowed to go up: but,
injudicioufly, every one that pays four ftivers is admitted
below. The windows all round open to the court-yard,
none outwards.

AT the Hacue I was honoured with the very- polite
affiftance of Sir [fofeph Yorke. A Magiftrate accompanied
me to the Prifon ; where all was quiet and in order. 'The
fame Gentleman prefented me with a copy of Inftrutions to
the Sheriff of the Court; a copy of Rules for Officers. of

the

Secr. 1V. H O L L A N D.

the Attorney-General ; and with a M. S. copy on feveral
fheets, of forty-four Rules for the Management of the
Prifon. The Gaoler is never fuffered to fleep out of the
Houfe, but with the exprefs confent of the Court, or the
Advocate &c. and when that leave is, on any {pecial occa-
fion granted, he muft provide a Subftitute approved by the
Court &c¢. This Subftitute is fworn to his temporary office.
If any prifoner efcapes, whether by -the immediate fault of
the Keeper, or the fault of his fervants, he is to fuffer the
punifhment that was due to the prifoner. He may not
keep a tavern or alehoufe: nor play at cards &c. with his
prifoners: nor accept of any- treat or gift from them, di-
reCtly or indire@ly, during their confinement or afterwards.
He muft keep the Prifon neat and clean : furnith freth ﬁfaw
once a week; and in winter coverlids. The Attorney-
General or his Deputy is to fee that all this be duly per-
formed. The Keeper is to fupply prifoners with goo.d
bread, foup, and beer. Thofe who pay eighteen ftivers a
day (or what other fum the Magiftrates fhall allow them to
expend) are to have provifion proportioned to that price.

Vifitants are not permitted to be in the Prifon from eleven

in the morning, till two: and are difmifled in the evening
at fix in fummer, at four in winter. None to be admitted
on Saturday: nor in time of Divine Service on Sunday.
Candles to be taken away at nine. The Keeper to guard
againft accidents by fire.,

S " THE
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FOREIGN ‘PRISONS.

Tue Rules for Officers of the Attorney-General, and of
the Sheriff -have an admirable effe@ in preferving peace,
and order. ‘There aie thirty-two of them. I cannot for-
bear abftralting a few. No officer to ftir out of town
without fpecial leave: and while in town each muft always
give notice where he may be found. In cafe of fire they
muft immediately repair to the Court-Gate for inftructions.
Arrefts of delinquents muft be performed quietly. No
officer to ferve or watch inftead of another. Negle& of
duty through drunkennefs is punifhed with living in Prifon
on bread and water at their own ‘expence for three days,
eight days, and at laft, Wwith difcharge. They may not
keep company with 4iy perfons in public houfes &c.
Giving i1l language ‘is punithed by a fine: quarrels, 4t dif-
cretion-of the Magiftrates. Not -giving ‘informadtion of de-
faulters is punifhed with difcharge. They are to .guard
dgainft -being -guilty of ill behaviour of any fort, -that no
dithonour may be caft upon the Court of Judicature. Each
officer-to have a copy of the-Rules, and keep it to thew. on
demadnd, on pain of a‘filie. - The whole to be read ‘tothem
all togéther by the Sheriff once a month. |

AT GroNINGEN the Rafp-and Spin-Houfe together, has.
on the ground-floor rooms for men. In'thefloor :above it
are four aperturés two ‘feét by thiee ‘andia‘half ‘each into
the wool warehoufe above. Thefe were lately made by the

advice of a judicious Phyfician (a Profeffor), who thought
the

-

Sect. IV. H O_ L L AN D.

the men’s rooms not fufficiently ai_ry, though they have op-
pofite windows; the men fleeping as .well as working in
them: on which account they are ftill fomewhat offenfive,
Women have a work-room, and a lodging-rqoﬁ éﬁitc
feparate: both of them very clean. All the prifoners are
employed on a woollen manufaGure. :

AT LewARDEN the Rafp-Houfe had in it thirty-four
men : a few of them rafping Logwood, with an infrrument
compofed of ten faws united : others combing and fpinﬁiﬁg
black wool: others fpinning twine ; weaving facks, and
coarfe linen cloth &c. At their leifure they make fhoe-
pegs, tobacco-ftoppers, fugar-faucers of brafs wire &c. and
fell them to vifitants. In the sz}rz-Haz{/} adjoil{ing, w_e_ré
thirty-fix women : all at work, preparing thread &c. ex-
cept one, whom the Miftrefs, going up with me from her
breakfaft, found idle in a2 warehoufe; and not _only‘ _fated
her for it fufficiently, but entertained me with h‘c‘r ;*,I_iur—
murs upon the .oﬁ"_ence, a good while after; from whénée I
concluded the fault was not a VEry common one. |

AT UTRECHT no prifoners in the Smdz‘-Houjé-; The
Keeper told me the allowance was twelve ftivers a day:
““ for, faid he, confinement here is not meant as punith-
“ ment; but only as fafe cuftody till trial #. After which,

* . .
Tut fame obfervation I remember was made to me by the Keeper at Nimegucn,
. . . &
where the allowance is ten ftivers. Here alfo were no prifoners
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132 FOREIGN PRISONSG. seer. IV. "HoOoLLATN D s
¢ {ome who are to be punithed by a fhort imprifonment ¢old me the caufe of his joy was that a year had lately been
¢ gre fent to another Prifon, where they live on bread and taken from his term..
< water only.” He faid a woman who had been his pri- |
foner, was that day fentenced to be fo punifhed for a fort- AT RoTrsrpan in the Prifon under the Stadi-Foufs Roveen- I
night : but he added, ** She will have a fufficient quantity ; were “neither debtors nor felons. In the Rafp and Spin- o P
and if fhe be ill, her food will be altered.” Houfe about forty men and a hundred women. The former, -:_ ?L I
_ three or four in a room, making Fifbing-Nets, . carding i
DELFT. AT DreirT there were near ninety in the Houfe of Cor- Wool, forting Coffee &c. Women moftly employed on a ’3 t g
rection » men and women quite feparate: all neat and clean, manufacture of Worfled, fpinning, and. working at 2 great il é)[:; ! ﬂ
and looked healthy. They told me their allowance was five wheel like thofe which. at Derdy. are turned by water. 1& ; E

iy e

fivers a day #*. All employed on a woollen manufature—
women {pinning, carding &c.—men weaving from coarfe
to very fine Cloth: their tafk, to earn thirty-five ftivers a
week. Some earn 2 {mall furplus; but they have only half
of it. A Burgomafter, to whom I mentioned that circum-
france, faid it was the truth. They do not put more than
eight or ten men to work in one room: for when la.rge
numbers are together, one idle perfon corrupts more; and there

is not generally {o much work done. Here alfo, if a pri-
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THE pEST-HOUSE acrofs the Mues oppofite Rotterdam §55T-
OUSE.
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is a fpacious building in a {mall ifle. It is nearly a fquare
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of one hundred and thirty” feet: has four {pacious wards
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which are about thirty feet wide and twenty high. I men-
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tion. this edifice,. not anly as it occurred to me. that it. would

be 2 good plan for a Houfe of Corre&ion, being airy, and
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built round a court in which is a bafon of water communi-

TRE

cating with the Maes; but on account of the fentiments of

| foner has behaved well for a few years, and given proofs of

amendment, the Magiftrates begin to abridge the time for

veneration it infpired, when I trod on. the ground under
which fuch piles of my, brave countrymen lie buried ; it
having been ufed as a Military Hofpital after the fiege of

v 1)
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which he was fentenced. One whom I faw very cheerful,
Bergen-op-Zoom..

* A guinea zgzd. is = 1r guilders 11 fivers = 231 fivers

. . . ] . 231 I
(for zo fivers is 2 guilder) therefore flivers are to pence as 5o = 4

L

i, e. 11 ftivers is equal to a fhilling.
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HE FreENcH PROVINCES here and in the Nezherlands

are chiefly governed by the fame Arrér de Parlement
I will therefore mention

as their Provinces in Fraunce.
only one circumftance-at Arras in Artois which was dif-

ferent from what I had feen in France. Of one hundred
and thirty-nine prifoners in this Gaol, I faw two in the
court-yard who had irons. But upon afking one of them
the reafon of it, he told me ““ it was for attempting an

efcape.”

IN the AuvsTriAN NeTHERLANDs I found the Prifons
in general clean ; ‘a_nd no ficknefs prevailing in any -one <.3f
them : and yet few of the Prifons have a court-yard: in
“moft of them every prifoner is confined to his room. In
fome places, as at Anfwerp &c. the allowance to Criminals
is fcanty ; a pound of bread a day, and a pound of butter
a week : but the deficiency is fully made up by fupplies
from the Monafteries &c. Debtors very few: alimented

‘by creditors.

AT

- plot, a plan of which I have by me, is reCtangular, except

finithed, making -three -hundred and twenty rooms; there

SecT. IV. FLANUDE R S. 135

AT Brussers twenty-four Felons: daily allowance two Brussews.

pounds of bread (pain de munition) and fome foup: on
Sunday, except in Lent, a pound of meat. A Keeper of
the Houfe of Correftion was lately committed to this Gaol
for abufe of his truft. Debsors are fent to another Prifon :
the creditor is obliged to advance a month’s aliment. In that
Prifon I faw an Englithman who had his wife and two or
three children with him; but they were not permitted to
{tay at night.

VILFORDE. The Houfe of Corre@ion now building Virrorps.
near this town for all the provinces of Auflrian Brabant, is
upon the largeft fcale of any ftru@ure of the kind that I
have feen. . It is fituated upon the great canal leading to
Bruffels; -and:is almoft {urrounded by water. The ground

P s

™

a fweep before ‘the court of the ‘Governor’s houfe. The
longer. fides are about :two. hundred and ten yards; the
thorter about one hundred and fixty-feven. At the back of
one-of the longer fides, fronting the Weft, I counted eighty.-
windows on a floor. There .are the fame number .oppofite,
locking-inwards towards the courts. Each of thefe belongs
to a feparate room or-cell, near fix feet and a half by five
and-a half, and eight feet :high; and a long paflage eight
feet and a half wide runs through each floor, into which all
the oppofite rooms--open. Two floors of this fide are
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136 ._ FOREIGN PRISONS. Secr. IV, FLANDER S,
i
e are two more, as yet unfinithed, of the fame number of feveral Chaplains : and proper rooms for a military guard 7
f{ cooms. Each of the two fhorter fides has one hundred and No prif_oners as yet : and two fpacious Infirmaries deﬁg ' n d.
: feventy-fix rooms, of the fame fize as the others, and on are not begun. gned,
B as many floors. Part. of thefe fides are finithed ; fo that, |
'! " including fome rooms on each fide the Governor’s houfe, AT MEecHLIN one of the beft rooms in the Prifon is £
| }f about five hundred are now ready of the nine hundred and Debtors: but none in it. Three criminals up fairs .S Of MecHLIx,
§ ninety-two. On fome vacant ground at the fhorter fides dungeons. Allowance, two fixpenny loaves and a 0u1.1 dm;,
{ more rooms will be built if wanted. Of fo great importance butter_ weekly : on Sunday a2 pound of meat a:d {i X
E is it wifely judged by thefe Provinces to keep every prifoner foup : three pints of {mall beer daily. Stra;r . ome
at night by himfelf, that this vait number of rooms is blankets. Firing from the 1ft of November to ’than- ﬂt:WO
contrived that each may lodge one perfon only. May. Clean linen every week from a charit ‘I il i
_. / deferibe the mode of Torsae, N 2 charity, I will not
Ow each fide the gate of the court before the Governor’s
houfe is a Porter's lodge. Prifoners will pafs this way to their AT Bruces there is to the Prifon *.-1. court-yard for
refpe@ive wards behind the Houfe. Thofe committed for -grz'ﬂzz}za/.r, an.d another for Debtors: but 1l:h‘e- fc;r)lrnt:r O'r s
never let out. Each fort has a daily allowance in mon:;e
s

life will be quite feparate from thofe who are {or a limited

about three-pence halfpenny Englith ; provifions rath

cheaper than in London: a clean fhirt every week. Depy e:r
have the allowance from their ,Credz'zfa,r,r;; Wha a‘I.fo a :I:J
Keeper a fmall fee at -the entrance of the Prifonerp an )
genny 2 day during his confinement. No under-’groun;
dungeons. -’I‘.Wo_things are remarkable in this Prifon, and
:;;il wc')Ir‘th Imitating. One is the care they take o’f the
wick.  There are two Medical Books, -one for the City the
other for the Seigneuries -or Lordthips of Parifhes, v;hiclj

term : and men totally fo from women; not only in their
Wards, Work-rooms, and Refectories; but alfo in two dif-
tin@ Chapels. Thefe Chapels are oftagons of about thirty-
five feet; and on each.floor the prifoners will have a room
looking into them. The work-rooms are numerous ; about
forty feet by twenty: fome up ftairs, others under ground
for weaving fine linen : but no prifoners are to {leep under
ground. Staircafes all ftone, fix feet wide: fome dark cells
for confining the refraGory. A Kitchen forty-feven feet by

thirty-four : Bakeboufe, and Slaughterboufe large in pro-

portion, and commodious. Convenient apartments for
feveral

are governed by different Magiftrates, but the Prifon is
c | | o
common to both, ..l'I‘he Phyfician at every vifit enters his

T prefcription
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“in the refpective Book, which is carried to the Apothecary ;

who after copying the Recipe, fends the book back again ;

and it is kept in the room where the Magiftrates meet to

hold a Court of ]ﬁdicature, infpet the Prifon &c. I {pent

fome hours in looking over them. The prefcriptions are

written with regularity for many years paft.  Bark and.
Cordials were almoft conftant ingredients in the Recipe. T hey
are not troubled with infeGious diftempers; but perhaps
the Phyficians are fomewhat apprehenfive of them, and
order thofe preventives with fuccefs. ‘The Phyfician or-
ders a Surgeon to attend when the cafe requires one: and
at his order alfo the Keeper provides for the fick, Soup,
white Bread &c. the Magiftrates allowing for this Fourteen-
pence aday, to continue till countermanded by the"Phyzﬁcian.
Some fick prifoners have been many weeks thus liberally

provided for.

Tue other exemplary pra&ice is their care of Legacies
and Donations. In the Council-Chamber, under a piGure
reprefenting vifiting the fick, feeding the hungry, and re-
leafing the prifoner, there is in a frame 2 printed Lift of all
Charities given or bequeathed to the Prifoners from the
year 1315 to 1734 with the names and intentions of the
feveral Donors: and in another {mall frame is a memorial
of the time at which each bequeft is to be diftributed.

each

Szct. IV, FLANDER S,

each criminal has from the city about four-pence halfpenny

Englith; a day: ‘and provifion being there about one third

cheaper: than in' London, fome of them fave a little out of

that allowance after paying for the weekly wathing of their
linen. ' C ' |

In the State Prifon, governed -_-b'y_' other' Magiftrates cri-
minals have four-pence a day. ‘In each of thofe P;ifons
the Keeper has from the Magiftrates two-pence a day for
the cuftody of. every . prifoner.. - In .;che.'twof Prifons -)'rf -
debtors. O ER ; o

. ad - - : -

HERE i‘S'a._PI_'ifOI} ‘belonging..to the rich Monaftery of
.B?ﬂedzé?me:- in:’ the = 4bbey . .of St.. Peter. -'There are ):m'w
thirty-five :of '-';t._h_q ‘;fr_atc_:_r_ni_t-)’r., : who have'.n;ﬁxiy Lordthi ls'
and part of the City: in- their jurifdiction. ;,T'he' Pi‘ii;oh 'oli)n;
to the Abbot’s Court-Houfe.” Threé. dreary. dun geons: t-i]own
nineteen - ﬁGPS,_ % .lji'tf-:l,e':landQV%f’":iIl- ~each’:- no 31:)1;if0ﬁ-€-1'8'- 1
;vczn tfj(z:; 3 el;u::hmi noting " the dimenfions .of. the'.win'dow's
oot ffarth_zr‘ eeper, that he would | not indulge my
- THE Haz;ﬁz of Corredtion for the Cizy q).‘f‘GZvézzz‘.’;‘is'l nb£ fo
;‘omnfqd;o%ﬂy--built; nor- képt ™ fo ‘clean “as fome other
n_lc_mlﬂ; Prifons: but there are.very "good Rules of Qeco-
1;1;:}; :'Qf:}:{?bjghg '{hz‘l‘fe‘: a:copy. : Every prifoner is exa-
| at ! l.Srg_ﬁ.fft;;Qomll.l.g?,:.rénd:ifhe;bc'ppt healthy, he'is

T 2 not
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not put among thofe that are fo. _That the Kdepér may not
| be tempted to opprefs his prifoners, he'is exempted from

all Taxes. . The prifoners have aifet tafk of different forts of

work : the profits of extra-work their own. ‘The Ma-

giftrates meet in the Prlfon once a week to infpect it; and

to appoint the fort and quantity of provifion for every day

of the week enfuing* | Tliejr m‘der the'P]iy'ﬁcian to 'fee'fhat
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them, The Keeper prov1des it and is paid by the Ma-
giftrates, - T happened to go-.into the Prifon Whlle they
‘were there, and faW them employed as above.
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- 1I3Ec leave here; on account of the humanity of its in-
fitution, to: dlgrefsfrbmmy {ubje&t --rbyf’:t—'akiﬁg'fnétiée*bfa -
~ Nunnery in this place. Thé‘Hq/jB’z}‘-a&lé Manfion'is not inha- N Il
bited folely by Nuns ;- it'is deftined to the reception of men ] i
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i
Lovje ke, §_

»

ST
fosany
_.l‘ i -

ceprers
3
s

who are infane, and fick aged women. The"infdrie ‘have,
when rcqmﬁte, affiftance from their-own fex ; and the ten-
derriefs with  which batlt thefe’ and’ the ‘poor women are
treated by the fifters; gave me no little pleafure. |
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* The Ghent oot iy nbout/‘%Inch-ﬂmrtcr than theEnglim oot ,
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THERE is at Ghent a new Prifon building by the States
of Auftrian Flanders, It:is a-Houfe of Carreion for’ all
thofe Provinces. (as that at ¥3lforde for Aifirian Brabant) and

La Maison is called LA MAISON DE FORCE. Tt is fituated near a Canal.
pE ForcCE,

The plan is an- Oﬁagoz: only four: fides ‘finithed : in one of

them were in ‘1775 one hundrcd and fifty-nine meén crimi-
b nals:
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Sect. IV.  FLANDERS T41

'nals: this year .one hundred and ninety-one. Another of
the fides is for women, of whom there were fifty-nine. In
the middle of this court is a bafon of running water,. for
wathing all the Linen of the Houfe. - .

On each of the four floors there is a corridor, or arcade,

Iy e T
. et
vy *

o s

A WA it rea ey
e o

)

{ix feet nine inches wide, quite open to the air of the yard,.
which, howe{rer,, is not attended with any inconvenience,.

o

B T L o
Al [EPRUTICE NICEFA

_..h.___....._ntﬁ"}:'-:?ﬂ'm.‘:_-..h_

~even in winter. In the recefs of every corridor, except the. %: i i"l
loweft, is a range of bed-rooms, fix feet nire inches by E; | ;LE
four fect ten, and éight feet eight inches high: the door- il i e ﬁ*
) ) way two feet. Thefe are uniformly furnithed with a bed- St A
ftead, fix feet and a half by two and a half, a firaw bed, a iy i
mattrefs,. a pillow, a pair of fheets, two blankets in winter J
i and one in fummer. Each roomhasalittle bench, and a thutter £ i
to ‘the lattice window (in the door), which, when opened ; -L-_"':_
| and turned down, ferves for a table. In the wall is a little | _
; o ’ cupboard, two feet by- one, and ten-inches deep. ~ All the. i ‘
rooms are vaulted to prevent fire from running from ftory E . ‘
| 1 ' to ftory.. No perfon is on any. pretence admitted into the di E
R E bed-room of another. They have a clean fhirt once a week,. E, |
E ’,’ = ! and clean fheets once a month. ‘The women have not fepa- ! :
{ S rate rooms. Some of theirs are .ten feet and a half by nine i
o andahalf, | '
: In order to the admiffion of a prifoner; previous notice: f'
muft be given by the City or Province that fends him.
] I ‘When

e

T i

i At e e
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On the ground-floors of the building are work-rooms.
Thofe for the men are too fmall for the looms &c. The
women’s work-room is one hundred and feventeen-feet long,'
twenty-fix wide, and nine to the {pringing of the arch. In
this many were {pinning and combing wool; mending

“‘When he comes, he is fhaved and wathed: a Surgeon exa-
mines him ; and if healthy, he is cloathed with the uniform
of the Houfe, which is marked with the number of his
room ; to it he is conduéed by one of the moft orderly of
the prifoners; who is appointed to that fervice, and who

! R o - - - . B LSt i ft 7
; alfo acquaints him with the Rules of the Houfe. Com- linen, &c. | Others were Waﬂlmg in places proper for thafc %“;ff : g .
g - purpofe. - - S
; mitment from one year to twenty or more. | | ity
% AN exa& account is kept of every circumftance relatin t 1*% 3% ,E? !
i A BELL is rung in the morning to fummon the prifoners N e - P y 1 g to R S,
j into the dining-room ; in the fammer at five; in winter each man’s work, in a Book that has fourteen columns. The e oo
g - B > ‘ > - . ' Vitiggtietl B e ;
‘ ~ e AR
; the hour varies with' the length of the days. . Half'an hour 1ft Column contains the Names of Prifoners. Qs
‘ ' : . ' 2. The Sort of Stuff on which each Man is emponed i l?&; I Y
-‘after the bell rings, their names are called over; and they Clnth, D % | } ]&2 ﬁfi’f?ék:' L
Z S Ll
go to Prayers in a Chapel. They are then allowed half an as Shalloon,. Ciloti, Dimly &c. : : : ;311:;3;“ 1 i
- i | PRELTI 0 N
hour to breakfaft. At noon  they have two hours, for:din- 3 _The.Nurnber that is marked on the Piece. s Eg g Co
1t: ) 3 e At T ;
ner; making their beds (which in fair weather they brmg 4. The Day it was begun.. B R
it was finithed..” A
out to air) ; and for recreation. I was prefent during the 5 The Day it was finifhed.. 1T .
- . . > Piece.. Hidechitt
whole time the men criminals were at dinner, and much 6. Meafure of the whole Picce | ) - RN
. ' . . . . 7. Number of Working-Days, the Prifoner was.upon it; R
admired the regularity, decency, and order, with which the ‘ e S ' -up R
" 8 A

. The Tafk due per Day..
9. Surplus Work upon the Piece beyond Taik..
10. Price of the Piece per Ell.
11. Obfervations,. or Occafional Circumftances: fuch as.
Sick,. Lame, difficult Work, firft Piece &c..

12. Payment to Prifoners for Surplus Work..

13. Deficiency of Taik..

14. Punithment for the Default
This laft column is written by the M'agi{‘crates themfelves.

I faw

whole was conducted. : Every thing was done at a word
given by a DireGor; no noife or confufion appeared; and
this company of near one hundred and ninety ftout criminals
was governed” with as much apparent eafe as the moft fober
and well-difpofed affembly in civil {fociety. At night they
have an hour for fupper &c. The bell gives notice of all
thefe fucceflive hours: it is rung at a window over the
gate-way by a Centinel, who: there “overlooks the whole
yard; and, fhould; {hc;eljbq -any difturbance, is‘to give the

‘alarm to a company who keep guard.
: On
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I saip tranfcribing all the Rules at length, would be
tedious ; for this reafon I have only given extra&s from
thefe, and from thofe made for other Foreign Prifons. I
have compleat copies of them, and of others which I hava

I faw in it — often excufe— fometimes make up in next
. pz‘ecé-—fometimes to work alone —to bread and water —
feldom zo rafping logwood. The daily allowance is two
pounds of bread; fome foup of beans, peafe &c. with
wheat-bread in it; and except Friday and Lent halfa
pound of cold meat. Each prifoner has alfo the value of
our farthing, for which he can buy near two pints of {mall
beer; or fomewhat elfe which the victualler of that Prifon
is allowed to fell, and deliver to them at a wickét in the
wall. Spirituous liquors are exprefsly prohibited : and fo
is wine, unlefs it be ordered by a note from the Phyfician.
It is not allowed to give any thing direcly to the prifoners :
but there is a box into which money may be fput; and at

not mentioned; fome printed, others M.'S. which I will ,
readily thow to any Gentleman who has leifure and incli- |
nation to ftudy the fubject.
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WHEN 1 formerly made the tour of Europe;- I feldom
had occafion to envy Foreigners any thin o' I faw with refpe&
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to their Situation, their Religion, Manners or Government.
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In my late journeys to view their Prifons, 1 was fometimes

ftated times it is equally diftributed among them. Cards,
Dice, and all gaming are firily forbidden: and there are
excellent Rules for preventing all quarreling; for mending
their morals; preferving -their health; and making them
for the future ufeful in Society. To tranfcribe all the Rules
would to moft readers be difagreeable. Such as with to fee
them will-ind them, together with r_nbre particulars of this
noble Inftitution, in two Edicts printed in -folio at. Ghent

in 1777¢ and 5= the firft in French and Low Dutch ; the -

latter only French: and in a book in quarto written by
Count Vilzin XIV. ‘and offered to 'the Government in 1775.
The title of it is Memoire fur les Moyens de corriger les Mal-
faiteurs et Fainéans a leur propre- Avaptage .t de Jes rendre
Utiles a PEtat. A Gand &c. ' |

I samp

put to the bluth for my native country. The Reader will -
fearcely feel from my narration the fame emotions of fhame
and regret as the 'cbmparifén excited in me, . on beholding
the difference with-my own eyes. - But from the account I
have given him of Foreigm Prifons, he may judge whether a
defign of reforming otir own be r'nérely- vifionary—whether
Idlenefs, Deéaucéery,' Difeafe, and Famine be the neceflary
attendants of a Prifon, or only connefted with it in our
ideas for want of more perfe¢t knowledge, and more en-
larged views. I hope too he will do me the juftice to think
that neither an indifcriminate admiration of every thing
foreign, nor a fondnefs of cenfuring every thing at home,
has influenced me to adopt the language of a Panegyrift in
this part of my work, or that of a Complainant in the reft.

U Where
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146 FOREIGN PRISONS.

Where I have commended I have mentioned .my reafons for
{o doing ; and I have dwelt perhaps more minutely ‘upon

- the management of Foreign Prifons, becaufe it was more
. agreeable to me to praife than to condemn. Another mo-.

tive induced me to be very particular in my accounts of
Foreign Houfes of Correction, efpecially thofe of the freeft

States. It was to countera& a notion prevailing among us
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‘A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF

that compelling prifoners to work, efpecially in public,
was inconfiftent with the principles of Englifh Liberty ; at
the fame time that taking away t,hé lives of fuch numbers,
either by executions, or the difeafes of our Prifons, feems:
to make little 1mpreﬂion-'_upon us. Of fuch force is cuftom
and prejudice. in filencing the voice: o__f -good fenfe and

ENGLISH PRISONS.
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S the _Tableé of which the prefent Se@ion will
chleﬂy ‘confift, ‘contain feveral' terms which can-
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humanity

“not be expe&ed to be familiar to the generality of -

my Readers, I fhall begm W1th an explanation of them.

T HAVE only to add that fully fenﬁble of the 1mperfec-ﬁ
ﬂon which muft attend the curfory furvey of a traveller, it
was my ftudy to remedy that- defect by a conftant attention
to the one object of- my purfuit alone, during the whole of

) IN the firft pa;ge' of every Couﬁtjr", "City, &c. the fecond
article of the Gaoler or ‘Keeper’s emolument is FEEs ; by
Whlch are meant fuch only as are taken by him and his

my two Jaft journeys ‘abroad.
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| ) ' ‘ fervants on the admiffion or difcharge of a Prifoner. The
- | fums fet down under this head are from the beft information 1
' ] " I'could procure "in"'my repeated journeys; but-they differ i

L)
T

fometimes from thofe f{pecified in the Taé/e: of Fees where
fuch are found. .

THE next értide 'ﬁn&er Gaoler is TraNsPorTs. The
fum fet down to this, is what (from the beft intelligence 1
U2 | ~ could

_SECTION
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