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Abstract
The prevarence of ATLA-antibodies for pregnant women in Kagosima prefecture
' Hiromichi Take
Yasufumi Hidaka

Kagosima prefecture is the most endemic area for adult T-cell leukemia {ATL) in Japan. In
this study, 1082 serum specimens of pregnant women in Kagosima city hospital were tested
for antibody to human T-cell leukemia virus type-1 (HTLV-1) by particle agglutination
assay and by enzyme~iinked immunosorbent.assay.The sero-positive rate of HILV-l antibody
in pregnant'women was 4.4% (48cases).Ihe sero-positive rate of every 5 year-age groups
was the follow ways, 0% for under 20 years old aged group, l.9% for 20 to 24 years. 3.2%
for 25 to 29 years. 5.8% for 30 to 34 years, 6.3% for 35 to 39 years, 15. 4% for over 40

years, respectively. It seems that the sero-positive rate is gradually going up with aging.
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