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Abstract

An Attempt to Isolate a Causative Agent of Kawasaki Disease
Yorio Hinuma
Institute for Virus Research, Kyoto Univerisity,Kyoto

At present, the aetiology of Kawasaki Disease is unknown. Clinical and
eitological features of the diseases have suggested that a certain virus
might be involved in aetiology of this disorder,

Our trials have been made for isloation and identification of such viral
agents from mononuclear cells of patients with Kawasaki Disease,
For detection of the antigens we have cultured the peripheral blood
mononuclear cell from 142 patients under the various conditions, including

the employment of co-cultivation of cells with a variety of established
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cell lines, The cultured cells were sampled at intervals and examined
whether they appeared to carry specific antigens reacting with convalescent
sera of patients, by means of immunofluorescence technique or immunoblotting
assay.Reverse transciptase activity in the culture supernatants was also
assayed for detection of retroviruses. To date, we neither specific antigens
have yet been found nor significant activity of reverse transcriptase is

detected in spite of our effort.
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