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Abstract
Development of Behavior in Early Stage of Life in Japanese Monkeys :
Effects of Anomalous Maternal Behavior upon Development of Offspring
Naosuke Itoigawa *

The purpose of the present study was to clarify effects of anomalous maternal behavior upon
development of offspring in Japanese monkeys in a free-ranging group and in captivity.

The following results were obtained. (1) Anomalous maternal behavior was classified into
the following three types: (a) immaturity in maternal behavior which was characteristics in
young adult females such as in primiparae, (b) degeneration in maternal behavior which was
characteristic in pre-senile adult females, and (c¢) other anomalous, aggressive maternal behavior
of unknown causes in adult females. (2) Infants who lost their mothers at early age of life could
not survive in the free-ranging group, whereas those who lost their mothers at age of puberty
mostly performed normal maternal behavior with a few exceptional cases. (3) Some of the
young adult females who lost their mothers at age of puberty performed aggression toward
their infants, partly because they lacked in experience of care-taking of younger siblings. (4) The
observation of mothers in captivity indicated significance of maternal adjustment behavior of
embracing their infants at early postpartum hours in establishment of mother-infant relation-

ship.
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