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Abstract
Studies on establishment of maternal infant bonding in mothers
of cesarian section early separation for their babies
Kihei Maekawa, Atsuhiro Soeda, Kaoru Endo
Purpose:

Early post-partum contact of mother and infant is thought to be important for a mother to
establish good maternal-infant bonding. But there are many facts that mothers who can not
contact with her baby in early neonatal period come out later to be very good maternal behav-
iour to her infant. And so, our hypothesis is that early contact is not only the way to make ma-
ternal-infant bonding; there are so many factors to be influenced process of establishing mater-
nal-infant bonding. The purpose of our studies is to investigate how the maternal-infant bonding

is established on the process of child development in the mother who have to separate from her



baby after birth for short period.
Materials and Method:

Two groups of primparons mothers were studied. The two group were nearly identical with
respect of mean age, social, economic and marital status. The cesarian section group comprised
those who had the separation from their babies for first few days. The control group comprised
those who had the early contact with their babies. The mothers were given SCT-PKS test at late
pregnancy. At the maternity ward, mothers made their record of actual contact time with their
babies and was given SCT-NKS test. Every newborn was assessed with Brazelton NBAS at 5 or 6
days. The mothers behaviours were observed at one, three, six and twelve months of age. Bach
time, mothers behaviours were analysed by observation and video recording during physical ex-
amination and feeding at one, three and six months. And at six months, SCT-NKS questionaire
was given to mothers.

Results:

Our studies are still going on, and so only part of our results are reported;
1) Contact time

Average contact times of the cesarian group and the control group were 17 hours and half
hours, and 256 hours and 11 minutes respectively.
2) Mothers behaviour at one month

Behavioural differences of the two group mothers were observed at one month visit. The
mother of the control group showed much more soothing their infants in response to crying and
the babies physical examination. We are taking further investigation how these behavioural dif-

ferences will be going on, to catch up or to remain the same at later age.
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