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Abstract

A Study on the Socialization of Emotion and the Mother- Infant
Interaction '
Kazuo Miyake®, Yuko Kanaya™, Chiaki Nakamura*, & Donna Bradshaw'

1. Emotional development as manifested 1n facial and behavioral expressions
is influenced by a number of social and individual factors. Among them are
mother-infant emotional interaction —— what types of emotions the mother
displays to the infant and how she responds to ‘the ‘infant's. changing ex-
pressions — and the infant’s tempefarﬁent. As a first step to elucidate
this issue, a longitudinal data collection was carried out in Sapporo for
the first 12 months of life with 48: healthy i‘nfa‘nt'-s‘ as the subjects.

So far, our data indicate the possibility that mother's style of emotional
communication in interacting with her infant is related to the individual
differences in the intensity of emotional eXpressio_ns‘ in infants at 12
months. i '

2. Analysis of the mother-infant interaction at 5 months of infant’ age
reveals that the mother seldom responds negatively to her infant’s negative
emotion, while encouraging infant’s positive emotion by expressing clearly

positive or playful affect.
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