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Abstract
Epidemiological study of Kawasaki disease

Hiroshi Yanagawa, Yosikazu Nakamura, Mayumi Yashiro,
Yasuyuki Fujita, Masaki Nagai
Tomoyoshi Sonobe, Yoshio Imada, Seijiro Aso, Tomisaku Kawasaki

Kensuke Harada, Katsuyoshi Tatara

The results of the co-operative studies conducted by the epidemiology
group of Kawasaki Disease Research Committee can be summarized as
follows ¢

1. A case-control study on etiological factors of Kawasaki disease

The study is concerned about the frequency of common-cold-like symptoms
among the family members of the patients, The main purpose of this study
is to confirm the hypothesis that (1) the disease is caused by an infecti-
ous agent, (2) most of the siblings of the patient are exposed to the agent
without developing the disease,

The subjects of the study are cases diagnosed in January 1989 or after
and three different controls, healthy controls, hospital controls (measles
and exanthema subitum). The study is now in progress,

2. Nationwide survey on Kawasaki disease

The 10th nationwide survey was conducted in January 1989, The subject
of the survey was all the patients with Kawasaki disease who were diagnosed
in a two-year period from January 1987 to December 1988,

The survey forms were sent to 2,250 hospitals throughout Japan,6 1,438
hospitals responded to the survey as of March 31,

3. Surveillance of Kawasaki disease

Surveillance data on Kawasaki disease from 147 representative hospitals
throughout Japan revealed that no epidemic was seen since the last epidemic

in the winter of 1985-86. The estimated number of patients in 1987 and

1988 are 5,400 cases and 4,700 cases, respectively,
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