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Abstract

Development of Behavior in Early Stage of Life in
Japanese Monkeys: Effects of Maternal Separation

Naosuke Itoigawa#

The purpose of the present study was to clarify
effects of brief maternal separation upon infant's
behavior in early stage of age in Japanese monkeys.
Behaviors of five pairs of mother and infant were
observed in captivity, each pair caged in a separate
cage, until approximatetly one and half year of
infant's age. One trial of maternal separation of 5 min
was made at approximately half year of infant's age and
a total of five repetitive trials of 140 min maternal
separation, one trial a day for consecutive period of
five days, were made at approximately one and half year
of infant's age.

A majority of the infants developed stereotyped
behaviors even in the stage when the infants were
raised with their mothers. One female infant, however,
did not perform any stereotyped behavior when being
raised with mother. The abscence of stereotyped
behavior in this infant might be caused by intimate and
active interactions with her mother. The repetitive
maternal separation increased occurrences of
stereotyped behavior in the infants. By contrast, the
female infant who had not performed stereotyped
behavior when being raised with mother did not show any
stereotyped behavior during the period of maternal
separation. This might indicate importance of maternal
and peer influences upon infant's development.
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