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1 2 3
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TABLE 2

Means, Standard Deviations, and Medians for the
Duration of Proximity, Touching, and Fussing/
Crying

Minute
1 2 3

Proximity

Means 3.19 2. 80 2. 56

SD 1.33 1.22 1.22

Median 0 0 -0
Touching

Means 14.96 22.35 16. 87

SD 3.08 3.56 3.37

Median 0 4.0 0
Fussing/Crying

Means 1.31 2.46 9. 58

SD .18 .34 1.34

Median 0 0 0

TABLE 3

Correlations between Maternal Referencing
and Touching

Maternal Referencing

Minute 1 2 3
1 —.507F
Touching 2 — .34 51***

3 —.38" — 48 — 18

1 —.2"
Fussing/Crying 2 — .21 - .19
3 —.10 —.21 .03

#.p< .05 #=1p< .01 #+x:p< 001
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Means and Standard Deviations of Maternal
Referencing by Attachment Classifications
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1 2 3
‘B
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SD 1.00 1.55 .29
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Abstract

Infant’s Emotional Development and Mother-Infant Interaction
Kazuo Miyake®” Yuko Kanaya™* & Miyuki Nakagawa®**

1. The purpose of this study is to present descriptive data on mother-infant emotional
communication in Japan and in the US, This study focused on how infants’regulation of their
expressions is enculturated through the mother’s behavior, In order to understand this process,
we gathered data on maternal responses to different types of infant expressions and on the
nature of the emotion expressions mothers display to their infants in the home,

To date, we found some trends toward similarities and differences in maternal behavior. Both
Japanese and American mothers almost never display negative affect to their 5-month-old infants.
By contrast. when infants showed positive expressions, American mothers as well as Japanese
mothers tended to respond with the same expression with slight exaggeration. Japanese mother’s
non-response to infants’ emotion expression was higher than that of American mothers. Our results
suggest mothers' role of modulator of their infants negative and pesitive emotion.

2. Fifty-four 12-month-old Japanese infants and their mothers were observed in Ainsworth
strange Situation procedure. The psychological meaning of the Strange Situation was explored by
examining the associations among social referencing, fearful reactions, and attachment classi—
fications. Social referencing and fearful reactions were coded in episode 3 of the Strange
Situation and the infants were classified into the securely-attached (B) and insecure-resistant
(C) categories using Ainsworth’s criteria. On the basis of prior research suggesting that the
Strange Situation is an especially stressful experience for Japanese infants, we hypothesized
that there would be no significant associations between social referencing and attachment classi-
fications among Japanese infants, In the U, S, A, social referencing in episode 3 is associated
with attachment classifications but proximity seeking/maintaining is not. Different results were
obtained in the present study. There were associations between fearful reactions and attach-
ment classifications, but between social referencing and attachment classifications, The findings
indicated that a situation that was ambiguous for U, S, infants evoked fear in Japanese infants,
This undescored previous findings indicating that the Strange Situation may be more stressful for
Japanese infants than for their American peers,
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