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Abstract
A Study -on Child Abuse in Twins

Ichiro Matsui, Masako Tanimura, Noboru Kobayashi

Twins may be considered to be associated with many factors of child abuse particularly
in childhood. We studied child abuse in twins using the data of battered child syndrome
and deprivation syndrome reported from the pediatrics departments of 504 major hospitals in
Japan -in our annual survey of child abuse conducted since 1988 in order to know the child
abuse situation in Japan,

Of 228 abusead/neglected children, 23 cases (8.3%) of 20 pairs of twins and 1 set of
triplets were multiple births and the other 205 single births had no multiplet siblings.
Both twins were abused in only 4 of the 21 sets of multiplets. It becomes clear that twins
themselves, and more specifically one of a pair of twins, are a high-risk group for child
abuse in Japan, = suggesting that child abuse in Japan may be somewhat different from that
in other countries,

We presented the descriptive data and discussud the possible factors of these abuse.
1) Child abuse to both twins seemed to be caused mainly by specific problems of abusers.
2) Child abuse to one of a pair of twins seemed to be caused primarily by perinatal prob-
lems or developmental problems of the abused children or the fact that their parents were
not attached to them. 3) Some relationships were observed between the types of abuse and
factors in children, abusers and families,
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