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Declining tendency of neuroblastoma death in children in Japan.

The prognosis of neuroblastoma has been poor.

Since 1985 , nation-wide mass scre-

ening of this tumor has been conducted throughout the whole country and it is‘repor—
ted that almost all the cases diagnosed by screening were favorable. The purpose of

this study is to ascertain the declining tendency of neuroblastoma death in children

by investigating the individual death certificate.

A total of 1,037 cases of death

certificates under 15 years of age due to neuroblastoma from 1979 to 1988 were ob-
tained. Annual number of neuroblatoma death from 1979 to 1984 was from 145 to 122.
However since 1985, when neuroblastoma screenig was undertaken by the Japanese gover-
nment, the number began to decrease. In 1985, 1986 and 1987 the number was 89,89 and



93 respectively.

one to four years. In this group the rate was 1.30 per 100,000 in 1979 and in 1985

it decreased down to 0.66. However, in another age group this tendency was not ob-

vious.

The declining death rate was most remarkable in children aged from
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