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Abstract

To know the exact number of neuroblastoma death under 15 years of age, a total 111
cases of death statistics cards were examined. Diagnosis of these death statistics cards
consist of malignant neoplasms in organs or sites, which may be affected by neuro-
blastoma. They were malignant tumors of retroperitoneum, posterior mediastinum,
mediastnum(NOS), head and neck, thorax, abdomen and pelvis. A total of 98 cases of
neuroblastoma was thus observed. They were 5 cases(0 year), 43 cases(l—4 years), 37
cases(5—9 years) and 12 cases(10—14 years). Mortality rates per 100,000 were 0.38(0 year),
0.77(1—4 years), 0.49(5—9 years) and 0.13(10—14 years). The decreased tendency of
neuroblastoma death, especially in children aged 1—4 years of age observed in this study
was coincided with the result in our previous studies.

As for the Japan Children’s Cancer Registry, the total registered number of
neuroblastoma by year have not been changed much for the last almost 20 years. However
cases under one year of age showed increasing tendency and contrary cases over one year
of age showed decreasing tendency since 1985 when nation-wide mass-screening for
neuroblastoma started. These results shows that by mass-screening for neuroblastoma,
cases of neuroblastoma have been diagnosed in earlier age and the favorable prognosis in
these screened cases results in the decrease of neuroblastoma death and the decreasing

tendency in the incidence of neuroblastoma in older age group.
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