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Abstract
Analysis on Congenital Malformations from Vital Statistics

Yoko Imaizumi*

Nation-wide data in Japan on pre- and postnatal deaths of 15,563 cases with anencephalus, 2,137

cases with spina bifida, and 6,976 cases with congenital hydrocephalus during 1969-1985 were analysed.

The incidence rate of anencephalus increased with the year until 1981 and decreased thereafter. The

prevalence rates for spina bifida and congenital hydrocephalus decreased year by year, where the

reduction of the prevalence rate of congenital hydrocephalus in fetal deaths might be attributable to

antenatal detection and selective abortion after 1981.

was significantly higher in rural than in urban areas.

tube fefects were discussed.

The prevalence rate of congenital hydrocephalus

Influencing factors in incidences rates of neural

During the period from 1969 to 1985, the rates of concordance for anencephalus, spina,bifida, and
congenital hydrocephalus among these twins were 5.7% ( 14,7246 ), 9.1%(1,/11), and 15%( 16,7107 ).

respectively. Nation-wide data in Japan on the 112 sets of conjoined twins from fetal deaths and from

postnatal deaths during 1979-1985 were analysed. Overall incidence rate was 10 per million births.

Maternal age effect was found in mothers over the age of 40, where the highest incidence rate was

obtained. The incidence rate of conjoined twins increased with birth order.
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