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ABSTRACT

High Risk Factors for Child Abuse
in Low-birth-weight Infants

Ichiro Matsui*, Masako Tanimura*, Noboru Kobayashi**

We studied child abuse in low-birth-weight (LBW) infants using
data on 231 abused/neglected children by their care-takers reported
from pediatric clinics of 504 major hospitals in Japan since 1986 to
clarify the risk factors for child abuse in LBW infants and their
families.

Forty-three percent, the rate of LBW infants 1in the abused
children was apparently higher than that in general population
(5.7%). PForty-six percent of the LBW cases were abused from age 0
to 1 year, and 75 % of them had severe complication of congenital
malformations or birth weight less than 1,500 g, Another 28.9% of
LBW infants were abused at the age of 4 years or over and 86.4% of
them had mental retardation or birth history of "small for date”.
Thus, almost all LBW abused children had medical problems or diffi-
culties in child-care related to LBW.

Moreover, the abusers or their families also had serious
problems. Parental abnormal personality, neurosis, poor financial or
socially isolated family situation led to neurotic stress due to
infant-rearing and resulted in physical abuse. Major psychiatric
diagnosis, alcoholism, mental handicap, history of family problenms
in childhood, poor knowledge of infant-rearing or failure to accept
child-birth were estimated to lead to inadequate child care arrange-
ment and cause child abuse or neglect to LBW children,

Careful management for high risk factors discussed above is
necessary in follow-up examination for LBW infant in clinics or
health centers to prevent child abuse/neglect or detect it at the
early stage.
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