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ABSTRACT

EFFECT OF NEUROBLASTOMA MASS SCREENING IN SAITAMA
PREFECTURE, JAPAN

Between June 1981 and March 1989, 334,222 infants at 6 months of age
were screened using a qualitative test of VMA in urine, and 36 cases of neu-
roblastoma (NB) were identified in Saitama prefecture, Japan. Between 1982
and 1988, 107 patients were diagnosed as having NB. Number of cases per
year was 4.3 among infants under 12 months of age, and 8.3 among children
over 12 months of age from 1982 to 1984, and 9.3 and 8.0 in each age group
from 1985 to 1988. There was no decrease in number of cases in older age
in spite of increase in younger age due to mass screening (MS). Among chil-
dren aged from 1 to 6 years, anuual incidence of NB patients (rate of scree-
nees was 7.1%) was 11.7 per million children 1982 and 1984, that of NB
patients (rate of screenees was 38.4 %) was 14.3 per million children between
1985 and 1988 . There was no decline of the incidence in the latter period wh-

ere more children had reqeived MS.
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