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Abstract

Birth Defects Monitoring and Case Control Studies — A continuative report —

Masami Ashizawa, Kazuhiko Kaneko, Masabumi Kimura, Toshiharu Fujita

This paper reports an epidemiological approach to evaluate several risk factors for congenital malformations
at large. A case control study of 973 malformed cases and 663 normal controls who were matched to cases for
maternal age within five years yielded the following findings; a significantly increased risk was associated with
genital bleedings, abdominal pains, exposures to x-ray radiation, drug intake and maternal smoking. These
histories were mostly experienced at first trimester. While doses of smoking revealed a parallel relationship to
the increase of malformation frequencies, drinking habits were not significantly associated. It might be, however,

mentioned that amount of alcohol in our pregnant series seemed too little to be causative.
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