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Abstract

A Report of the Japanese Red Cross Hospitals’ Birth Defects Monitoring Programme.

— Third Report

Kazuhiko Kaneko, Masami Ashizawa, Masabumi Kimura, Yasuo Ishii, Kenji Chishiki, Keiji Nishii,

Kenichi Umeda, Masu Kitamura

The frequencies of congenital malformations during the period 1989-91 have been studied and summarized.
423 cases were ascertained within the first one week of life amongst a total number of 20,391 births. Multiple -
malformations with three and over have been observed in 0.05%.

A clubfoot was the most common (22.1 per 10,000 births) followed by a polydactyly of finger (11.3), a cleft
lip and palate (9.8) and Down Syndrome (9.3), of which frequency rose 30.6 among the pregnant over 35 years
of age. The share of them over 35 years of age is now suspended at 13% or so. Whilst the trend of anencephaly
seems to be decreasing than expected (O/E ratio: 0.6), spina bifida, hydrocephaly or encephalocele increased
in numbers than before (O/E ratio: 2.2-4.7).
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