














To further understand the role of tumor necrosis factor (TNFα),we investigated

whetherp60 soluble TNF receptor (sTNF-R)shedding into the circulation increases

during acute Kawasaki disease (KD). In addition, we studied the effect of

pentoxifylline for KD patients on the levels of p60 sTNF-R in serum. Patients with

KD had increased levels  of p60s TNF-R in serum samples obtained during acute

stages.Moreover, KD patients withcoronary artery lesion(CAL)had still higher levels

of p60 sTNF-R than did those without CAL. We found a positive correlation between

serum levels of p60 sTNF-R and leveIs  of TNFα during acute KD prior to treatment.

During the acute stage,KD patients treatedwith pentoxifylline underwent a greater

decrease in their p60 sTNF-R Ievels than thosewithout pentoxifylline.

Our findings suggest that p60 sTNF-R levels in serum form an important parameter for

determining the severity of vascular damage during acute KD,and that pentoxifylline

therapy for KD modulates the regulatory system of TNFα.


