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The general public’s view of genetic counselling.

Abstract : Questionairres were distributed to
non-medical professionals to ascertain the gen-
eral public’ s view of genetic counseling (GC).
Sixty-four percent of 593 respondent heard of
GC but 41% had, at some point, worried about
something related to inheritance. Seventy-six
percent of people indicated that GC with detail-

ed gene analysis is necessary, though 20% of re-
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spondents dose not know whether it was necessary
and 2% thought it should not be done. Some of
respondents thought it better to do GC1in a famil-
iar place, such as a private clinic or health center.

On the other hand, some thougt that it should
be done at a university hospital or special re-
search center. Most thought it necessary to visit
a hospital for GC when further support and ed-

ucation are necessary. The length of one GC ses-

sion was 30 min to an hour. Most respondents
felt that the cost of GC should be covered by in-
surance or some form of public support. As to
the content of GC, more than 57% of peopls
thought that gene analysis, and prenatal diagno-
sis were necessary. Few, however, thought that
explanations of adoption,as an alternative to
having one’s own children, were a necessary part

of GC.
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