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ABSTRACT
Child abuse is a difficult disease to detect if examiners would

not suspect,because many bias may exist. For the purpose of setting
up sensitive case finding system, we studied traits of this disease
in this hospital for last 2 years. Through 2 years study, we noticed
following characteristic points:

1.A11 of the child abuse suspected cases visited or were transported
to the emergency room first with complaints of accidents or
injury.

2.Among all child cases transported to emergency room with injury,
6.7% of children under 48 months and 31.3% of children under 12

months seemed child abuse suspected cases because of unreasonable

injury and/or gquestionable history.
3.99.1% of child patients transported with injury to emergency room

were treated by doctors of 4 departments; pediatrician, plastic
surgeons, neurosurgeons, and orthopedists.

Even though all the child abuse suspected cases visited emergency
room first, only a few cases were notified as child abuse there, and
most cases were left with no speculation about its possibility to be
cases of child abuse.This seemed due to unawareness and less
attention of medical staff(mainly doctors)to this disease. To obtain
general information about medical staff's knowledge on child abuse,
we set out a questionnaire to the hospital workers such as doctors,
nurses, administrative workers,and other co-medical who may have a
chance to touch on case finding of child abuse. Through this
questionnaire, it seemed necessary to improve following points to
raise sensitivity of child abuse case finding.

1.In general,medical staff's awareness level of child abuse was not
high. All the staff who may touch on this field need to be trained
more.Education is needed to make them understand what child abuse
is and how it is managed.

2.Standardized form was needed to simplify the process of screening
out child abuse suspected cases among many injury cases.

By organizing CHILD ABUSE SURVEY TEAM,we made a check list for
case finding and since January 1994,the list has been ready to be
used.In our hospital,;all child injury cases were examed in emergency
room first.So that the staff's awareness of the disease in emergency
room seemed a key factor to raise sensitivity of child abuse case
finding. By repeated education and using standardized check list,we
expect to be able to improve sensitivity of case finding.
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