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Abstract

A Study on the Effects of Nation-Wide Prevention Program for

the Mother-to-Infant Transmission of Hepatitis B Virus in Japan.

Kazuo SHIRAKI, M.D,,Ph.D.

Department of Pediatrics, Tottori University

The effects of the nation-wide prevention for the mother-
—to-infant transmission of hepatitis B virus, which started in
198% in Japan, were estimated from the numbers of the examinations
of pregnant women and the numbers of the infants treated according
to this program since 1985 through 1994. in 1994, 95.7% of the
pregnant women in Japan were enrolled and examined by the program,
and 27.6% of them were found to be the carriers of hepatitis B
virus. It was estimated that the number of new hepatitis B virus
carriers developed due to vertical transmigsion were approximately
3,700 (0.26% 85

£f the newborns) in 19 which decreased to 300

o
(0.024%) in 1995 due to the prevention program.

HBs-antigen positive rate in school children, whoc were
born before 198%, were approximately 0.3% in various areas of
Japan, which shows the occurrence of carrier status except for
vertical transmission is rare in recent years in Japan.

It is expected that the chronic liver diseases due to
hepatitis B wvirus infection will become rare after 40 to 50

years in Japamn.
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