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Study on Parent-Infant Relationships in High-risk Infant Abuse

Hisako Watanabe.

Against the backdrop of increasing child abuse among isolated families in the urbanized society of Japan, early intervention has become a matter

of urgency for mothers and infants in the vulnerable perinatal period and early infancy. This study focuses on the parent-infant interaction

and mothers’ image of their infants observed in 40 families receiving crisis intervention for high risk infant abuse. The cases were classified

into micro-abuse, mini-abuse and macro-ahuse according to the extent and degree of the relationship disturbances, and 4 groups according to

infant organic factors and maternal mental illness. Negative image of the infant and disturbed mother-infant interaction provided useful windows

for early detection of cases. Warm, empathic understanding of mother—infant conflict facilitated resolution of the mother—infant crisis.
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