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Abstract
A Study on the Ability to Draw a Man in Children with
Developmental Disorders
Hiroshi Kurita and Tomoko Nakano
The relationship between an IQ and mental age (MA) on the
Binet test or WISC-R (in case of WISC-R, MA was
calculated by multiplying age with 1Q/100) and the
Draw-a-Man Test IQ (DAM-IQ) and MA (DAM-MA) were
compared among three groups of children, ie, with PDD
(n=235, mean age=8.3 years), with mental retardation without
a history of PDD (MR) (n=118, mean age=8.2 years), and
with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and its related
conditions (ADHDR) (n=30, mean age=83 years). The
ratio of DAM-IQ to IQ was significantly lower in ADHDR
(M=0.81) than both PDD (M=1.12) and MR (M=1.09) with
no significant difference between PDD and MR.  Among
three groups of PDD (ie, autism, atypical autism and
Asperger's syndrome), the ratio was significantly lower in
Asperger's syndrome than atypical autism. In PDD, MR and
ADHDR, DAM-MA showed a higher association with MA
than age and no significant association with a total CARS-TV
score. The rate of children with DAM-MA lower than MA
more than 24 months was highest in ADHDR (32.1%). The
relative ability to draw a man was inferior in children with
ADHDR than those with PDD and MR. In PDD, only

Asperger's syndrome showed a similar pattern as ADHDR.
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