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Abstract
Support for Pregnant Women with Economic Disadvantages:
Case Studies on Unpaid Medical Expenses '

KATO, Haruko and SADO, Masahiko

We conducted case studies where medical expenses incurred in childbirth and abortion
are left unpaid, in order to examine how we can best support pregnant women who are
economically disadvantaged. Our study revealed that the central reason for their
defaulting is that these women are having serious problems in their daily lives, such as
low incomes with a loan repayment, unsteady relations with their husband or partner,
and the responsibility as a single mother to look after their babies and little children.
The support given at medical institutions in Japan comes from the concerted work by a
~ team of medical staffs and in-house case workers for each individual in need of help,
along with the effective use of networks with health care centers, welfare departments,
and other related organizations. For childbearing, we have some financial aid
programs, including a delivery-aid coupon system and special benefits for child
delivery provided as part of health insurance, but inherently they have their major
limitations. By contrast, as for abortion and contraception, hardly any means of aid is
available as of now. To guarantee women’s right to make voluntary decisions about
pregnancy and childbearing, which is the fundamental issue of sexually mature '
women'’s reproductive rights and health, it is important to support them in the areas of
medicine, education and welfare, but its accompanying financial burdens should not be
overlocked. : '

142 —



EHRE RV HESFFHOBE
(1996~1997 £ BrEs  RIWBE)

(£1) Fi - (f4) RFEOFE
. A B B A | 2EFER , A % | & &
=T | e | (%) x 5 W | (%)
~19 3 12.5 1.4 ¥k B F 18 75.0
20~24 3 12.5 16.3 gt =1 6 25.0
25~29 9 33. 5 41.5 BRERT)
30~34 6 25.0 31.3 (R 7T 1 4.9
35~39 0 0.0 8.4 PGk 1 4.2
40~ 3 12.5 1.1 vxA PR L 4.2
B 1 4.2
& F# 24 100. 0 100. 0 KB 1 4.2
sS— b (GEHETRER) 1 4.2
& & 24 100.0
(% 2) REMEK
X 4 A K| B A& | 2BWEH
(A) (%) (%) * (FB)RELIFNA—M—DHEE
0 7 29.0 47.6 N A % | & &
1 7 29.0 36.0 R % oN) (%)
2 4 17.0 13.3 2B 7 29. 2
3 5 21.0 2.4 A 7 29. 2
4 1 4.0 0.5 BEE 1 4.2
& B 24 100. 0 99.8 FEIELE 1 4.2
JER 1 4.2
TE 1 4.2
HiRxE 1 4,2
ER L 3 12.5
(R 3) R OER] TR o L 2 8.3
4 A # & & & 24 100. 0
X 2 (A) (%)
RN 2 8.0
i aoome (#6) HELOTH RS,
. M A
ERF & 12 50.0 X 4 A K %“o .
BFER 1 4.0 A) (%)
B L | L0 ZHhHY 1 4.2
TR L 2 95.8
& &t 24 100. 0 & & 24 100.0
BESETFIELEZA=44
ERAANCHRMA=24
x 2EMKFHCOVTI, BEAE TR+ HRBOER2IHKEH] (1996 EHIT)

OBEMENZR, WA (19954F) | kv

— 143 —

MEoFm, H




(1996~1997 4 B Jihib) |

(R7) Fn (37 9) EEABROFER ,
~ AN B OB A& | 2ERE p A | &
SRS %) | (%) * i N | (%)
~19 1 6.7 7.6 HEREAA 0 0.0
20~24 7 46.7 23.2 HIRFIE 1 6.7
25~29 4 26.7 19.2 EfrA A 1 6.7
30~34 2 13.3 20. 2 ERFIE 6 40.0
35~39 1] 6.7 19.1 BFER 7 46.6
40~ 0 0.0 10.9 R L 0 0.0
& & 15 100. 1 100. 0 & & 15 100.0
(% 8) HIREE (3% 10) RFOHFE
(1) BREMK R A & | B &
A B & (N) (%)
= % (A) (%) FERLH 12 80.0
0 1 6.7 B % 20.0
1 5 33.3 (BFHR)
2 6 40. 0 BR7ER 1 6.7
3 3 20.0 R 1 6.7
& 15 100. 0 RBAZ - 6.7
g & . & 15 100.0
(v) iaEE
X 4 *( }jg‘ %‘é(yf (#11) KEHEA— hF—DHOEA
- (EFEBLLTC) OFE
0 7 46.6 T T
1 6 40.0 X 4 ) (cy‘:‘
2 1 6.7 0)
=] 7 46.7
A3= ! 0.1 i 8 53.3
a & 15 100.0 o T 1000

x &EEEHC VTR, EAE BT REOTA2ZKE] (1996 F£FIT) TROERR, H
PENERCS, SR (19954F) | &V |

~ 144 -




(% 12) 2EO 1 ##HY 7= FHFELE - #H#% GFoR)

HHER - e SRS

F A Z O o H
1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995
S M A e

1%‘%%%;% () 264.0 | 274.2 | 269.0 | 253.9 | 706.8| 715.9 727.8 | 725.6
EHEAE (N) 2.66| 2.64) 2.59| 2.76| 3.39| 3.36| 3.33 3.27
SEHFEANE (N 1.06| 1.05| 0.97| 1.00| 1.76| 1.74| 1.67| 1.70
B ¥EEW 40.0! 39.7! 37.6| 36.2] 51.9| 51.8] 50.1| 52.0
P TU 4 A7 BE gk Ha % (%) | 100.0| 100.0| 100.0} 100.0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0
HwIESHL (%) | 66.1] 76.5| 68.0| 74.5| 17.7| 17.7| 17.8] 17.2
USRI | 29.4] 16.5| 25.0| 20.9| 25.4| 25.6| 25.1| 25.3
5 10U 43Ar (%) 4.6 3.5 6.3 3.61 28.3| 28.2| 28.8| 28.5
VU ST (%) - 3.5 0.8 0.9| 28.6| 28.5| 28.8| 29.0

Ak TEREEERAE] Lo, (BFi#) 2, B, BENTOMmOER CREOE

SEST) T, BRCEEZEOR 20 B E 60 BREOR EEEVEHMBEXRAOES
ETe) L 20BEKREOEDF EFEED) OHATHERLTWHIHUEEZE D,

— 145 -



Ry E 7= E1]. A OBRERSBEST

LIt TRTREOER 28] © MHoRots3), AOEEkst] (1973%~19914F)
DF =55, FRFHCE « FEPFLLTR « FERECRESS 7LD

@ EE EERERHE) « o« . mERTELTVAHE
FE GEEEFHED - - - - BE ZOMOHERR > TO S
BB (HEEEHE) « o « JE0HBisi-CHEE BTE . ¥ —EXERES
BATEREL LI
B CERBNEHEED) o B B - 508 - IS - A5 - REREEIRNE (HY
FISEAEDl FORE) 75 Ot
- 3 I DA OB E S
s LA DT TR

$HI (RRBSEHR D
Z DAtk

20

0

1973 74 75 76 17 78 79 80 8182 83 84 -85 8 8788 89 90 I9I4E

FIK) PLUEFBECT-SR (T

— 146 —



25 [~ FAER H R A H H PR A [ A PR [ Z“““-U:: AAAAAAAAA o

1975 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 8 8 86 87 8 8 90 91 £F

2N JEEEHASET-S2 T

100_' """" F H F H H ! : : E :

1973 74 75 T6 77 78 79 80 81 8283 84 858 87 88 89 90 914

(E3M) *EEELBFET I (WAL

— 147 —



ﬁwﬁgﬁ.lmaummﬁmw.ﬁwm.ﬁau.ﬁgw |

H

(—tk—a
Y4 o BIEE))
&R ®

(FiEry

I

WAL - YERYSEE - BYQED H
DY —Le L XL e

A

8. BEE - W)

RT - EUOUN

I o
BUNGY N IIKER

B oA W

(B - BRIy - U ED)
— (1 > {- X

A

) 4

IFEEE S 220 2
B Y W

RSB T ¥
FTY RF

G—aN S KEAMTT 4% ( IHSHG QLM B (7 H)

— 148 — \/



BEHTFX A b OCRGEEZMXTERYIMER @
BXO—8BTIH. BREOBRATEENEThIRANBYET




